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MARA Meeting — 6:30 pm — Thursday November 6 — Wood Grill Buffet
The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association will hold its regular monthly meeting at the Wood Grill Buffet Restaurant on Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg on Thursday evening, November 6.
Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, with the business part of the meeting starting at 7:30 pm
Immediately following the business meeting, Jeff Rinehart will present a program on “LogBook of the World: What
Next?”. See the announcement of Jeff’s presentation on page 2.

VARA Meeting — Shoney’s at 6:00 pm — Tuesday November 4
The Valley Amateur Radio Association will meet at the Shoney’s Restaurant for the November 4 meeting.
The dinner begins at 6:00 pm. The business meeting begins at 7:00 pm.

An Invitation to VARA Members — From MARA
Last year, the Massanutten Amateur Radio Association invited members of the Valley Amateur Radio Association to
join us for our annual Christmas Banquet. The event was held at our normal meeting location in Harrisonburg. Due
to a number of unexpected situations with the restaurant and its management, the event turned out to be what
could only be described as a real fiasco. The MARA club is extremely embarrassed by the way we were treated, and
especially regretful that we disappointed our guests on what should have been an enjoyable occasion.
After that embarrassing situation, we decided to change venues for our meetings. We could not in good conscience
continue to patronize an establishment who treated our guests in such a manner.
To try to make up to the Valley Amateur Radio Association, we would like to invite VARA members and their
spouses, families, and guests, to join us this year for another banquet, this time at our new location.
We humbly ask your forgiveness. We promise that our restaurant this year will not disappoint.
We have already chartered professional musical entertainment. We have arranged for the large and comfortable
banquet room at our new locale. We have been extremely pleased with not only the extremely high quality of the
food and the outstanding service, but also the affordable price at our new place.
Thus, it is our pleasure to invite all VARA members to join us again this year for our Christmas Banquet, on Thursday
evening, December 4, at 6:30 pm, at the Wood Grill Buffet in Harrisonburg. Please mark the date, and let us know
that you’re willing to forgive and let bygones be bygones. We look forward to a much more pleasurable get-together
with you this time around.
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VE Testing Session Report
Thanks to the hams who helped conduct the October 11 testing session. The next VE session is
scheduled for December 13, usual time, usual
place.

2009 FrostFest — February 7
As announced in last month’s Monitor, the Richmond Frostfest is scheduled for Saturday, February 7, 2009, at the Richmond Raceway. This is
the same place it was last year. The price this
year has gone up slightly, but the Frostfest is offering a discount to early-bird ticket purchasers.
Check out their website for details:
http://www.Frostfest.com

Rockingham County
ARES Net Controls
November 3 (simplex): Ray Ritchie K4NRA
November 10: David Fordham KD9LA
November 17: Vic Alger K4XTT
November 24: Hugh Pettis K3EC
December 1 (simplex): E.C. Showalter
December 8: Norman Benner KA4EEN
December 15: Gerald Nauman KN4FM
December 22: James McDowell NN4JM
December 29: Bryan Daniels K4RMY
This net meets Mondays at 8:00 pm local time. Simplex nets are on 146.550. Other Mondays, the net
meets on the 147.225 repeater, which requires a
plus offset (+0.600 MHz), and a PL tone of 131.8 Hz.
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VARA President’s Message
Shenandoah Bike Festival
Greetings! First of all, I would like to thank all
those who were involved in the Shenandoah Bike Festival. This is our flagship event and we continue to
demonstrate how important amateur radio is both to
our community and to our public service workers. A big
thanks to Jeff, W4PJW, Scott KI4QQZ and Ray KE4HVR
for all their help. They covered all the bases so I could
go to Florida and pick up Lonnie and bring her back
home.
VARA Christmas Party
Are you ready for Christmas? It will be here before you know it. As a matter of fact, our Christmas
party will be on the 2nd of December at 6:00 P.M. We
will meet at Staunton Church of Christ, located at 333
Churchville Avenue, across from the Gypsy Hill Park
Playground. There are a couple of things you need to
know. (1) This is a covered dish dinner; so bring a dish
with some food in it to share. (2) We will have our nutty
gift exchange. You goal is to purchase a gift for under
$10 and allow others the privilege of confiscating it
from someone else. So, buy something that is fun!
The President’s Last Report
I have enjoyed being your president for the
past two years and look forward to working with our
new president, Scott, KI4QQZ. Scott has demonstrated
that he is more than ready for the job. He has worked
very hard this past year making me look good. I know
that with Scott at the helm, VARA will continue to grow
and continue to be actively involved in serving the
community.
I appreciate the support of the members of
VARA over the past two years. You made my job easy,
and I thank every one of you. We have a great club and
we owe it all to you.

MARA Board Changes By-Laws
At the October 2 meeting of the MARA Board of Directors, the board officially changed the club by-laws
to alter the definition of a quorum for the annual
membership meeting, and also clarified the distinction between the annual meeting and the regular
monthly club meetings.
The new by-laws specify a quorum at the annual
meeting as the lesser of (a) 50% of the members in
good standing, or (b) 20 members in good standing.
The quorum at a regular monthly meeting consists of
those members in good standing present.
The board further voted to make the By-Laws
changes effective immediately.
The board also considered a proposal brought up by
the membership at the September meeting to possibly eliminate the provision of the By-Laws which require secret balloting on the voting of new members.
After consideration, the board concluded that the
secret ballot provision serves a useful purpose and
the provision should be retained at the present time.
Hence, no change to the By-Laws in this regard was
made.
A copy of the amended By-Laws was provided the
membership at the October monthly meeting. It was
discovered that the copy provided had an unrelated
typographical error, which was announced to the
membership receiving a copy.
The typographical error has been corrected. The correct and current by-laws can be found on the MARA
website at:
http://cob.jmu.edu/fordham/MARA/ByLaws.pdf

73,
Greg, W3GRC

W3HXH: 89 Years Old!
Happy Birthday to Richard Weaver,
W3HXH, the “old man” of Dale Enterprise! Keep on making those contacts, Dick!
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Best Wishes for KA4EEN’s XYL

Oscar Short, W4YJ, SK

As this issue of the Monitor was going to press, we
learned that Doris, the wife of Normal KA4EEN, was
in the hospital having undergone some emergency
heart surgery. Best wishes for a speedy recovery.

It is with regret that we announce the passing of
Oscar Short, W4YJ, noted valley DX’er. Oscar
spent 40 years working for Westinghouse, and was
one of the “old-timers” on ham radio in the Shenandoah valley. He lived on Virginia Avenue in Park
View, Harrisonburg, where he retired some years
ago. Oscar passed away Friday night, October 24,
at age 90. He is survived by his wife Ruth, two
daughters ,and a
number of grandchildren. Oscar’s memorial service is
scheduled for November 8 at Memorial
Baptist Church in
Staunton.

KU4XN: Playing Footsie
Going from “Florida-bound” to “chair-bound”, Gayle is
recuperating from a fractured ankle. While he can
hobble from the bedroom to the bathroom, he is effectively “laid up” for a while. Fortunately, his mikebutton finger is still in good shape. Get well soon,
Gayle!

Getting Cut: W3MMC
Bob Neimeyer, W3MMC continues to be under the
weather up in Bergton. The doctors found an
aneurism in his aorta. This is apparently something
that is not supposed to be there, so the surgeons are
working on plans to get rid of it as soon as possible.
Bob reports that they might be able to send a cameratype thing up his plumbing and snip it out, with little
more than a 2-inch incision. But if it turns out to be
bigger than expected, they may have to open him up
wide, and do some major restoration work. The good
news is, Bob is driving again. Well, kinda. He recently
backed his Toyota into an oak tree out by his barn,
opening up an additional entrance into the back part
of the vehicle, one not included in the original design.
We all send Bob best wishes for a quick operation
and a speedy recovery.

W4POL Status Report
The thoughts and prayers of the local ham community
continue for Jim Lehman, W4POL, a Harrisonburg ham
who is undergoing aggressive chemotherapy. The
treatment has suppressed Jim’s
immune system, and his family
reports that he would prefer not to
have visitors because of the risk
of infection. Jim is in and out of
the Rockingham hospital because
of the strong dosages he is receiving. We all are looking forward to
his quick recovery.

Thanks to Mike Reno, KG4OON, for printing and distributing the Monitor each month.
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For Sale: Yaesu FT-990
I have a Yaesu FT-990 160-10 meter radio for sale. It has the built in
Power Supply and a built in antenna tuner. It has one of the best analog
receivers ever made. It gives 100 watts on 160-10 and is in EXCELLENT
condition. If someone wants to use it, they are welcome to come over to
my QTH and give it a try. Asking $875. Call the home phone at 1-540234-9488. Will come with the Mic, manual, and several AC power cords.
I also have both of the original boxes that came with it. You can email
me at jmcdiv@msn.com or cwdxchaser@gmail.com.

KI4QQZ: Working the
International Space Station
I have been working over the past few weeks on SSTV
and trying to make contact with the ISS. So far I have a
few good pictures but I still have not been able to
make a voice contact. I took off from work on Monday
Oct. 20, and set up the radio and computer at Wilson
Elementary School. I also set up a video camera so I
could broadcast back through the school’s TV circuit.
We were able to listen in on some contacts that were
being made from the ISS. One of the contacts that was
made was to a third grade student at another school. I
was hoping that we could have made contact with the
ISS crew while I was there at the school, but I wasn’t
successful.
At lunch I was asked when another pass was going to
be and if I could set it up for a first grade class to listen
in on. I set up the radio and the computer and was
able to receive a picture with the first grade class. Over
all I had fun, got to play radio, and show the school
pictures and let them hear live radio transmission from
the ISS. I am still playing with the SSTV.

VARA Officers for 2009
President: Scott Newlen, KI4QQZ
Vice President: Gordon Batey, WA4FJC
Secretary: Ray Colvin, KE4HVR
Treasurer: Doug Tippett, N8ESW
Program Manager: Al Bonck N3JB

I would like to thank David Tanks, AD4TJ, and Frank
Green, KE4ASC for their help in getting me hooked up to
the schools TV system, and for getting things fixed that
needed to be fixed in the school.
Thanks to all,
Scott Newlen
KI4QQZ

MARA Officers for 2009
President: David Fordham KD9LA
Vice President: Gerry Brunk, K4RBZ
Secretary: Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC
Treasurer: Sandy Mullins K4PZC
Board Member at Large (09): Ray Ritchie K4NRA
Board Member at Large (10): Bryan Daniels K4RMY
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National Weather Center Office Open House — October 19
The National Weather Service’s Sterling Virginia offices
recently moved to new facilities about half a mile from
the old offices. The move was needed to accommodate an expansion of Dulles Airport. The new facility
includes a new radar tower, new radiosonde preparation and refurbishing facilities, expanded research .
The new NWS offices are larger than the old building.
Now that the move is completed, all Skywarn members
are reminded that the new public phone number of the
weather office is 703-996-2200.
The Skywarn Hotline is 1-800-253-7091
The email for routine observations, snow accumulations, rain accumulation totals, etc., is also staying the
same. It is LWX-Report@noaa.gov
David KD9LA, attended the open house and took a few
pictures.

Above: KD9LA stands in front of the NWS SkyWarn Amateur Station. Below: The 2m beam antenna at the NWS Skywarn Station
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Valley Hams Take First Place
Internationally!
To the right is a scanned image of the FIRST
PLACE trophy certificate earned by K4EME,
Cowles Andrus, along with help from AD4TJ
and Richard Wilkins KR4V, in the international Moonbounce (EME) competition. Way
to Go, Gang!
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Public Service Report — Grindstone 100
Imagine running — on foot — for 100 miles!
Now imagine running on foot for 100 miles for a day
and a half, without stopping to sleep!
Okay, now imagine running 100 miles without any
sleep, up and down wilderness mountain trails! A total
of over 23,000 feet of elevation change!
Yes, that’s over four miles of vertical elevation change!
Of the 78 or so runners who started out from the
Swoope Boy Scout camp, embarking on the grueling
route Friday night 63 of them actually did the entire
course and had finished by Sunday morning.

W4PJW provided the comfortable travel trailer for Net Control

A dozen or more runners dropped out, including one
who got so disoriented in the mountains in the dark he
had to be found and rescued.
Hams were stationed at aid stations every 10 miles or
so, as well as the starting point and near the turnaround point. We were called upon almost continuously to relay messages about runners dropping out,
the location of the first and last runners, the location
of individual runners, the need for replenishment supplies, and so forth. Net Control was kept busy almost
continuously.
Most importantly, we learned quite a bit about operating in the mountains west of the valley.
For example, David KD9LA learned that a beam antenna can be used to reduce electrical noise that happens to be coming from a power line which is in direct
line-of-sight to Net Control by pointing the beam away
from Net Control (thus away from the noise source)
and picking up Net Control’s signal bounced off of another mountain. Several stations used cross-band repeat radios to communicate with Net Control from locations where the direct signal could not go.

The trailer was located on the tip-top of Reddish Knob with the
permission of the US Forest Service and the National Radio Astronomy Observatory. From here, using a gain antenna, simplex VHF
reached most of the aid stations along the route.

Most importantly, we all had fun. Thanks to Bryan
K4RMY and Jeff W4PJW for putting in a 36-hour shift
as Net Control on Reddish Knob, and thanks to all the
hams who participated and gave their time, Friday
night, Saturday, Saturday night, and Sunday!
A longer and more detailed report will be available in
next month’s Monitor.

K4RMY and PJW worked net control for almost 60 straight hours.
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Along the route, 15 aid stations were set up at intervals of approximately 5-8 miles. The runners provided their own support personnel
who stocked the aid stations with high-energy food, drink, dry clothing,
jackets, sunscreen, toilet paper, and other necessary supplies.
The aid stations also provided replenishment for the runners’ water
bottles, water canteens, and camelbaks, and also had first aid supplies for sprained ankles, blisters, sunburn, and other maladies.
Hams were assigned to aid stations and provided communications
coverage, reporting problems, status of runners, and answering inquiries. It was a great public-relations activity.
The route covered numerous wilderness trails in the National Forest,
providing spectacular fall scenery, while also providing a challenge
from a radio coverage perspective.
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Public Service Report: Remainder of the Triple Play
Yes, the rest of the great Valley Triple Play did go
smoothly, too! No report was received from the Camp
Still Meadows Horse Ride, but informal inquiries revealed that the hams were used again to keep track of
riders, to pass messages, and answer queries about
the status of the route. Hams enjoyed two great meals,
too!
The Shenandoah 500 Suzuki National motorbike ride,
however, didn’t go as smoothly. There were no major
problems, only a couple of minor situations involving
broken-down motorbikes, but the event itself was not
as organized as it probably should have been, making
the communications significantly more difficult. Further, the event had a great number of participants who
deviated from the plans, going their independent ways,
again making it very difficult for the communications
providers to keep track of what was going on and to
provide answers to questions and assistance where
needed.
A debriefing meeting on all these events is expected.

Riders in the Shenandoah Suzuki 500 National gather at the top of Reddish
Knob to enjoy the scenery.

MilePost Zero Special Event
Although not a public service, the MilePost Zero special event
station was just as much fun. Hams were placed at various
locations along the Blue Ridge Parkway to hand out contacts to
The Deserving, kinda like a laid-back non-competitive Field Day
event. Another great exercise, test of equipment and training,
and a weekend generating a whole lotta fun!
Right: Darrell KI4LLA. Lower right: The Milepost Zero control
station trailer at Afton Mountain. Below, Colin, N4ZFQ, and
John N4SYH hard at work, with Benny N4BCC looking on.
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Public Service Report: Fall Foliage Ride — October 18-19
I would like to thank all those that gave their time to
help out in the Fall Foliage Bike Festival, and a big
thanks to the Repeater owners and trustees for the use
of the fine machines for the Event. We used the
147.225 repeater on Saturday and used the 147.045
repeater for much of Saturday and all day Sunday.

Sundays Helpers: Jeff, W4PJW; Patsy, K4PJJ; Stan,
KI4GSU; Ray, KE4HVR; Joe, KD4FKT; Stin,
KE4SSF; Evan, W1LDR; Joe, W4LIG; Scott, KI4QQZ.

We had 14 people to help out on Saturday and 9 people to help out on Sunday. We also had a young cyclist
from Raleigh N.C. who checked out net control and had
brought his HT along. His name is Sam and his call is
KI4TRG. Thanks for your help and thanks for checking
in to Net Control Sam.

A complete album of pictures can be found on the VARA
website.

Thanks again to the repeater owners and trustee’s for
the 147.225 Machine and the 147.045 Machine.

Thanks,
Scott Newlen, KI4QQZ
VARA VP and
Event Communications Coordinator

We are told that there were 539 riders signed up to ride
for the weekend event. Over 100 people signed up to
ride the 100 Mile Century route.
We had two people get hurt on Saturday. One of them
was scraped up pretty bad, especially his knees, elbow,
and chin – which Steve and Fran were able to treat at
Net Control.
The other had to be transported to the AMC Emergency
room with a broken shoulder. We heard that the rider
had been hit by a car and had been taken to the hospital, but we found out from an email the director sent to
us later that that person had a bicycle malfunction
which caused him to end up in the ditch. Other cyclists
stopped to assist with First Aid and call for the Rescue
Squad. Two hams (KD9LA and KD4FKT) were dispatched to the scene as soon as we got word of the
problem, but the patient was already on his way to the
hospital before we found the location.

The event included riders of all ages and all skill levels

I did have to chase some cows out of the road on Sunday, so the cyclists could continue on.
I think we all had a great time and we are all looking
forward to next year’s event on October 17-18 2009. I
hope to see you all then.

Saturdays Helpers: Jeff, W4PJW; Patsy, K4PJJ;
Stan, KI4GSU; Shirley, KI4VLD; Steve, KI4CGI and
Fran; Ray, KE4HVR; Gordon, WA4FJC; Dave,
KD9LA; Joe, KD4FKT; Stin, KE4SSF; Bob, K4DJG;
James, NN4JM; Greg,W4GRC; Joe, W4LIG; Scott,
KI4QQZ.

Net Control was located in a trailer parked at the Weyers Cave
Community enter on Saturday, and at Middlebrook on Sunday.
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N4XU: Wow! 100 Countries in 22 Hours! At the Bottom of the Sunspot Cycle!
One statement I've been hearing over and
over again from ham radio operators this
year is “the bands are dead”.
Are they dead, or is it that we just aren't on
the radio at the right times? I decided to
find out for myself. Later in this article, you
will see what I “discovered”.
First of all, sunspots, or rather, the lack
thereof: It's been pretty much a blank sun
for the past few months – a spot now and
again – but soon to disappear. So, is the
next solar cycle actually beginning, have
we reached the bottom, or will this be a
prolonged period of a spotless sun? Only
time will tell. NASA reports that this has
been the longest period in recent history
with little or no sunspots. And adding to
that, they recently discovered a drop in the
speed of the solar wind. Speculation has it
that in time, a “mini ice age”could be possible. Strange things “are a happenin” - or
maybe not so strange after all. It just so
happens that we are here now, but we
were not here centuries ago. And some
folks are all concerned – about what? The
earth's cycles repeat themselves – nothing
we do or can do will change that. So goes
our fate.
I've been watching the SFI, “K” and “A”
indexes recently. The SFI doesn't move
much, one or two digits up or down. The
“A” index has been sort of all over the place
– 16 for a couple of days, then dropping
down to 5 or 6, and as I write this, it's a
seven (7). The “K” has been 6 and 7, but
right now it sets at one (1) [Oct. 15]
Therefore the conclusion is, all of the above
indicates that propagation is lousy for us
folks who want to (or in some cases like

me, just absolutely have to) work DX.
And I hear the cry that the bands are dead
– and maybe they should be based on
where we are in this “solar cycle”. In the
beginning of October, I decided to prove
that even under these conditions, there is
still DX that can be worked.
Beginning October 1st, I started hunting/
watching for DX. I didn't care what frequency band it was on, but it was mode
specific – CW (Morse Code) – what
else? ! My plan was to connect to the
K4UGA Telnet DX Spider Cluster, in conjunction with my current logging program,
“Logger32”. I began watching for spots,
with my filters set to allow only those from
North American spotters, CW mode, and all
HF bands including the WARC bands. Additionally, the plan was to only work a
country one time during this “test”. Therefore each contact would be a new country – not meaning that I had never worked
them before, but now we'll see just how
many could be worked under my test plan.
The transceiver that I used was a Yaesu
FT-950 – 100 watts, with my trusty Brown
Brothers paddle. The antenna for most
QSO's was an OCF Windom, covering
bands 160 through 10, at 45 feet. On occasion I would use the Cushcraft R7000 vertical, covering 40 through 10. I did use my
dilapidated TET Yagi for just 2 contacts,
only because it just about “ain't workin” and
needs replaced!
Some of the call signs worked include:
ZA1Z Albania, VK6BN, 7X4AN, JW8DW
Svalbard, E51NOU South Cook Islands,
TA3AX, 7Q7BP Malawi, 3V8SS Tunisia,
9L1BTB Sierra Leone, FO/DJ7RJ Fr.
Polynesia, V73BS Marshall Islands,

V51YJ Namibia, 5N/LZ1QK Nigeria,
Z29KM Zimbabwe, 9J2BO Zambia,
ZL1BYZ, 5R8GZ Malagasy Republic,
9K2MU, 3B8CF, 5H3RK Tanzania, SV5/
G2JL and the Willis Island DXPedition,
VK9DWX (on 40 Meters). One that I
missed was a C9 from Mozambique –
just couldn't get through!
That sums up the first 15 days of October
(of which 13 were “radio-active”) – about
22 hours of operating time and I
worked 100 countries. Operating times
were usually in the range of late morning
to late evening – no early morning stuff –
that's sleeping time for me. This was
accomplished between my part-time
work schedule, attending to the neverending “Honey-Do” list, mowing grass,
watching NASCAR races, and winterizing
this old house.
Did my test prove anything? Only that if
you really want to work DX under these
lousy propagation conditions, it can be
done. A little patience, use of a DX Cluster is a big help, and perseverance – all
add up to working what some folks say
“just ain't out there”. And of course, I do,
however, recommend using that antiquated mode called CW!
Have fun - chase a little DX - get your
country count up - it's out there, honest.
See y'all on the bands - 73 for now Neal - N4XU - CW4EVER !
“Think Field Day”

The Chronology (and the Results):
As of 11:00 AM local time on October 15th, 100 countries worked.
October 1st October 2nd October 3rd October 4th October 5th October 6th October 7th October 8th -

4 DX Stations
no operating today
no operating today
19 DX Stations
16 DX Stations
1 DX Station (5 minutes on the air)
5 DX Stations
6 DX Stations

October 9th
October 10th
October 11th
October 12th
October 13th
October 14th
October 15th

-

11 DX Stations
6 DX Stations
11 DX Stations
6 DX Stations
3 DXStations
8 DX Stations
4 DX Stations

Contacts by Band: 80 Meters = 6; 40 Meters = 39; 30 Meters = 12; 20 meters = 24; 17 Meters = 15; 15 Meters = 4.

Page 13

VARA Secretary’s Report — October 7 Meeting
The VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION met at Shoney’s in
Staunton October 7, 2008. The President, Greg Czerniak, opened the
meeting at 7:00pm. There were 16 members present and 1 guest, Andrew Newlen, Son of Scott Newlen KI4QQZ.
50/50 was won by Andrew Newlen, Congratulations Andrew!

MEETING PLACE: We are still looking for a larger meeting place.
The VARA November meeting will be at Shoney’s in Staunton.

CLUB APPAREL: We discussed caps, jackets and windbreakers. Everyone was asked to give this some thought until our November meeting.
We were leaning toward a windbreaker with RADIO COMMUNICATIONS, the club insignia and our callsign on them.

2009 Officers: President Scott Newlen KI4QQZ, Vice President Gordon
Batey WA4FJC, Treasurer Doug Tippett N8ESW, Secretary Ray Colvin
KE4HVR and Program Manager Al Bonck N3JB. Let’s all support our
new club officers with our attendance, help with Events and Community
Service through out the year 2009.

Tower Leg: VARA & MARA agreed on building a leg to support the field
day tower as a safety feature while raising into position. Doug Tippett
N8ESW and Gordon Batey WA4FJC have agreed to do the construction.
The club voted to pay for materials up to $100.
Christmas Party: The club voted to have our own Christmas Party this
year. The location will be at Greg’s Church with a covered dish meal on
December 2nd. We plan to have the gift exchange again this year so
bring a gift costing no more than $10. Come out and join us for a meal
together and an evening of fun and fellowship.
Club Picnic: Nancy Colvin KE4PHP checked on the pavilion near the
golf course in Gypsy Hill Park which can be reserved for $25. There are
rest rooms on site and also has tables and chairs in the storage room to
use. They told her they didn’t have the 2009 calendar at this time but call
back the first of the year to make the reservation.
Augusta Co. ARES NET: David Tanks AD4TJ is looking for Net Controls for the Augusta County ARES Net. The Net will be held on the
146.850 repeater on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 8:00pm. This repeater has a minus offset and a tone of 131.8 when needed. The ARES
Net will be run on simplex from time to time so listen on the repeater and
watch for e-mails to this effect.
SHENANDOAH FALL FOLIAGE BIKE FESTIVAL: Thanks to everyone
that came out and helped with the event again this year. The bike Officials also thanked us for our services during the two day event. We had
many bikers tell us how much they appreciated our help with communications and sagging in some that had broke down or had taken on more of
a ride than they could do in a day. We had one biker that had an accident
with a car and had to have the rescue squad take him to the hospital.
One biker had his knees skinned up from a wreck. Steve KI4CGI and
Fran administered first aid to him since they are both EMT’s from the
Waynesboro First Aid Crew.

PROGRAMS NEEDED: Al Bonck N3JB, our 2008 Program Chairman, is
looking for anyone that would like to do a program for the club. Give him
a call and set up a date to present it. It does not have to be HAM related.

It could be anything you think the group would find interesting. Al’s eMail address is: margeal@ntelos.net
ON THE SICK LIST:
Denny Morland N4XPW I talked with Denny’s wife on Monday October
6th. He has been mostly in bed for some time now and is still on oxygen. Shirley said he is not doing well.
Lonnie’s (N4WIV) father has a problem with his foot healing again
because of his sugar. Lonnie and Greg made an unscheduled trip to
Florida to check on him the week of Sept. 15th. Lonnie stayed with him
until he went to a Rehab Center for wounds. Greg brought Lonnie back
home Friday Oct. 17th.
Let’s keep Denny and Lonnie’s Dad in our thoughts and prayers.
SWAP SHOP This is for Ham related items only. You can send a list
of items you have for sale, swap or something you would like to buy, to
Fred Evans at: n4kym@yahoo.com Also a picture of the item would
help it sell. Go to the VARA Web Site at: http://www.qsl.net/w4xd/
PLEASE notify Fred when your item sells so he can remove it from
the list.
E-MAIL ADDRESSES: Keep your e-mail address up to date.
Please send them to:
Greg Czerniak W4GRC grcljc@verizon.net, Doug Tippett N8ESW dtippett@ntelos.net, Ray Colvin KE4HVR colvingr@comcast.net and David
Fordham KD9LA fordhadr@jmu.edu.
ALSO, keep QRZ updated when call signs and e-mail addresses are
changed.

Tour of Duty: Scott Martin KI4MSJ left October 7th for Fort Dix then will
be deployed on December 20th for a tour of duty in Iraq. Let’s all keep
him in our prayers. He also plans to set up a ham radio station there
and already has his Iraqi call sign YI9MSJ. His first cards were printed
wrong as YI9MST. Hopefully some of us in the valley will be able to
make a contact with him while he is there.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43pm.

PROGRAM: Al Bonck N3JB gave a PowerPoint presentation on his trip
to Korea for a meeting of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He told about
their customs and procedures of their own people and anyone visiting
their country. There were strict rules about the 38th parallel even with
microphones down the center of the table for full time monitoring in the
room. Al said they were feed well and by the looks of the main bar and
salad bar we could see why.

Thanks for a great presentation Al!

Submitted by
VARA Secretary
Ray Colvin KE4HVR

Happy Thanksgiving from your editor
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MARA Secretary’s Report — October 2 Meeting
Introductions made all around
1. Reports:
New Members: All members voted in by acclimation at the past several meetings were voted on again by secret ballot. All were
approved.
1st reading: K4DOD Rodney Good, KJ4DOB Alan Nicol, AA2BF Herbert Slade
a. Secretary's minutes as printed in the Monitor, moved, seconded and approved..
b. Treasurer's report - no report
c. Groups
ARES/RACES—Triple Play Oct. 3-5. Still could use a few volunteers.
VEC-Session — Oct. 11th next VE session at the Woodman of the World building in Dayton.
d. Public Service- Bike Shenandoah Sept. 20th went very well. Gerald, KN4FM, Norman, KA4EEN , Gayle, KU4XN , Ellsworth,
K4LXG , Bryan, K4RMY and Gerry, K4RBZ assisted.
E. VE — Study manuals for various classes of license available from KU4XN
2. Announcements:
A. Dave N4WDC a guest to our meeting gave an invitation and reminder to participate in the ODEN net the first and
3rd Mondays of the month at 1830 local time.
B. The change in the Bylaws was discussed as explained in the Oct. Monitor and passed by the by Board of Directors.
C. Next few meeting programs:
Christmas Banquet - Bridgewater madrigal recorder musical group will perform in medieval costume.
January - meeting will be the 2nd Thursday and will include a tour of the ECC in downtown Harrisonburg
February - Tour of the Rockingham/Harrisonburg 800 MHz public service radio bldg on Tower Street.
March - home brew month, traders meeting
April - Video presentation on antenna design and application
May - Program on activities at Green Bank NRAO and a behind-the-scenes Saturday tour of the facility
3. Old Business: Nominations Committee gave it's report: President David KD9LA, VP Gerry K4RBZ, Secretary Sheryl
KJ4DOC, Treasurer Sandy K4PZC, Board Member at Large Bryan K4RMY
Nominations were requested from the Floor. There were none.
A motion was made and seconded to close the nominations. Motion was approved.
A motion was made and seconded to accept the Nominations Committee slate of officers by acclamation. Motion was
approved.
It was suggested that we invite VARA for the Christmas meeting and
the Green Bank Meeting. Membership approved.
4. New Business: None
5. New Call or Upgrades: None
50/50 Won by Sheryl KJ4DOC, $10.00
Motion to adjourn , seconded and approved
submitted by Bryan Daniels K4RMY
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The Monitor

FEMA Communications Course Online
Many of you may already be aware of this course, or have taken it. Nevertheless, here is information on a relatively
new FEMA online independent study course that presents the concepts of Emergency Support Function #2Communications. For those that have heard my presentations around the country, I strongly encourage integrating
ARES in the local, county, regional or state government emergency operations plan. This presents us a variety of
mission options, not beholding to any one specific group, and we become more aligned with the emergency management structure.
The course will take approximately 30 minutes to complete. Please distribute this information as appropriate within your Section.
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS802.asp
73
Dennis C. Dura, K2DCD,
Manager, Emergency Preparedness & Response, ARRL

Calendar of Upcoming Events
November 1-3: ARRL November Sweepstakes (CW)
November 4: VARA Club Meeting
November 6: MARA Club Meeting
November 15-17: ARRL November Sweepstakes (SSB)
November 27: Thanksgiving Holiday
November 29-30: CQ WW DX Contest CW Weekend
December 2: VARA Christmas Party (covered dish and gift
exchange at special location
December 4: MARA Christmas Banquet at Wood Grill Buffet
(VARA is Invited)

Thanks to everyone who contributed photographs, stories, articles, and other material to this month’s issue.
The two pictures below were taken by KD9LA on the Grindstone
100. Publication deadlines precluded the editor from fully investigating exactly who provided all the article photos. Our appreciation and humblest apologies to all the other wonderful photographers whose work appears in this issue.

MARA/VARA
c/o David Fordham
131 Wayside Drive
Weyers Cave, VA 24486
Phone: 540-568-3024
Email: fordhadr@jmu.edu

Return Service Requested

MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION

President: Eugene Rogers KG4JBC
Vice President: David Fordham KD9LA
Secretary: Bryan Daniels K4RMY
Treasurer: Sandy Mullins, K4PZC
Board (exp 08): Gayle Shull KU4XN
Board (exp 09): Ray Ritchie K4NRA

President: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC
Vice President: Scott Newlen, KI4QQZ
Vice President: Richard Huttinger, KF4QZG
Secretary: Ray Colvin, KE4HVR
Treasurer:
Tippett,
N8ESW
Secretary: Doug
Pat Smiley,
KD4WWF
Program Manager: Al Bonck N3JB
Treasurer: Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW

http://mara.ws

http://www.qsl.net/w4xd

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet in Harrisonburg.

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at Shoneys in Staunton at I-81
http://www.hamsnet.net/W4MUS
and US 250.

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Dinner begins at 6:00 pm,
the business
beginsofateach
7:00month
pm
VARA
meets themeeting
first Tuesday

Visitors
are on
welcome.
At Gavid’s
Restaurant
U.S. 11 south in
Dues ($15 per
year)starts
should at
be 6:30
mailedpm.
to:
Staunton.
Meal
Doug Tippett
Business meeting
starts at 7:30 pm.
2348 Mosley St.
Waynesboro VA 22980

