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VARA Club Meeting:  Tuesday, November 2 
The regular monthly meeting of the Valley Amateur Radio Association will be held Tuesday, October 5, at Shoney’s 

Restaurant at Highway 250 at I-81 in Staunton.     Al informs us that  the program will be a video of the VK0IR 

DXpedition to the South Indian Ocean from 1997. 

MARA Club Meeting :  Thursday, November 4 
Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc.,s regular monthly club meeting will be held Thursday, October 7, at 

the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg.  Dinner starts at 6:30, and the business meeting at 7:30.    

PVARC Club Meeting:    Brown’s Restaurant Eatin’ Meetin’ 
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its monthly dinner meeting at Brown’s Restaurant in Luray on Friday, 

November 5.  Family and visitors are welcome. 

Highland County ARES Net Linked to Valley on 440! 
Jerry Moats, WD4ITN, owns the 147.180 repeater in Monterey Virginia.  That repeater is home to the Highland 

County ARES Net on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month.  If you can’t reach the Monterey Repeater from 

your QTH, Jerry advises that the 444.775 70-cm repeater on Afton Mountain is presently linked to the Monterey 

repeater.  The 444.775 repeater uses the 151.4 PL tone. 
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Waynesboro Repeater Association Annual Meeting:  December 2 
The Waynesboro Repeater Association maintains and operates the 147.075 repeater on Bear Den Mountain.  One 

of the most reliable wide-area coverage machines in the valley, this repeater also has an autopatch for members, 

and serves as an EchoLink node. 

The association will hold its annual meeting on Thursday, December 2, electing officers and discussing other club 

business.  The meeting will be held starting at 7:00 pm in the Basement Meeting Room of the Waynesboro City 

Public Library on South Wayne Avenue in Waynexboro.   

All local amateurs interested in the 147.075 repeater are invited to attend.  Talk-in will be … (where else) … on the 

147.075 repeater, which uses a plus 600 kHz offset, with no PL tone. 

Status Report on Wayne Bowyer, N4EYZ  
Below is the latest from Donna.  I told Wayne this Sunday that he may not see a noticeable improvement each 

week, b/c he experiences it in small increments.  But a weekly visitor can readily see the changes.  He does work 

hard at his PT, and it does tire him, but he now can feed himself with a special glove fitted with a spoon.  He says it 

takes him a good while, and he is ready for a nap when he finishes!  Let's keep him in prayer, thanking God for his 

progress and asking for complete healing.  —- Herb Slade AA2BF 

Yet another room change for Wayne.  Two ladies came in and needed his spacious double occupancy room.  He's in 

Room #1, the room to the left of where he was. He's had a rough time lately; I think the duration of his recovery and 

living in hospitals almost 6 months is getting to him :-(    Pray he has a boost in physical therapy soon!  The burning 

pain in his hands, feet and legs is giving him a fit lately, too --- that's good news because the nerves are getting re-

connected but it's caused him some difficulty.   — Donna Bowyer 

Status Report on Steve Davis, KI4CGI 

Reports were received that Steve Davis suffered some kind of fainting spell at church, 

and was taken to the hospital for some tests. While the tests came back normal and he 

was allowed to go home, he also has a detached retina requiring attention.  Best of luck 

for a speedy recovery, Steve. 
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True “Thanks”-Giving from KE4JSX 

It is amazing how time flies.   

I've been a ham since 1994.  It seems like only yesterday that I got my license.  Shortly 

after receiving my ticket, I joined VARA, and thus began some friendships of a lifetime. 

I have fond memories of Kenny, KE4GKD, and his ability to make me feel included from 

the very beginning.   

Quickly I met some other hams that were cut from the same cloth.   

I was fairly active for a couple of years with the VARA club until my kids started growing 

and my focus was changed to their activities. 

A couple of weeks ago, we were at the hospital with our son.  He is 28 and has Muscular Dystrophy.  He had fallen 

from his wheelchair and was stuck on the ground for 7+ hours before a neighbor in the adjoining apartment heard 

his cries for help.  He had developed pneumonia and was not doing well.  As I visited with the social worker in the 

hall outside of his room at Augusta Medical Center, we were discussing our limited options on what to do for him - it 

was almost overwhelming.   

That's when I saw Ray Colvin, KE4HVR, coming down the hall.   

Ray gave a big smile and a warm handshake and asked how I was doing.  It was enough.   

It was enough to know at that precise moment that I was being reminded that I was cared for and watched after. 

The ties I feel with ham radio still run deep, even when I thought I had drifted far away from the brotherhood of our 

hobby.   

When I randomly get on the air, I am amazed at the connection I feel with my old friends.  Not once has anyone 

made me feel bad for not being around.   

May we always continue to reach out and offer that hand of fellowship - especially to the absent.  You never know 

the impact you can have on another's life.  You certainly have had an amazing influence on my life.  Thank you for 

being the great people that you are.  

73,   Dan Beidler, KE4JSX 
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Here are a couple of pictures from the Mountain Vista Governor's School at Lord Fairfax Community College, on the 

ARRL High School Roundup last week. They have a new amateur radio club, four or five freshly licensed Technician 

Class, several beginning study for their General Class license. 

I set up my Fielf Day portable mast and G5RV antenna.  They had trouble with their second-hand club rig, but were 

able to make contacts on my handheld, on the Winchester repeater 147.300.  Nice to see their excitement.  

Thought I would share the photos.   

73, Morgan  K4RHD 

K4RHD Puts Governor’s School on Air for ARRL’s School Club Roundup 

New DXCC Entities Available January 1 
James McDowell, DX’er extraordinaire, advises us: 

The dissolution of the Netherland Antilles has caused changes to the DXCC List. 

As per the DXCC rules, the two Netherland Antilles DXCC entities will be deleted and moved to the Deleted Entities 

List.  Four new entities will be added to the DXCC List : (1) Curacao; (2) St. Maarten; (3) Saba and St. Eustatius; and 

(4) Bonaire .  The event date and time for these changes will be 0400Z, 10 October, 2010.  Confirmations for these 

new entities will be accepted for credit starting 1 January, 2011. 

Other administrative changes and actions will be announced as they are finalized. 
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Rockingham County Net Control Operators Needed 
I will be putting together a new list for the net control operators for the Rockingham 

County ARES net in the next couple of weeks.  Please let me know if you would like to 

be added to the list.  This is an excellent way to practice being net control in case you 

are asked to serve as a  net control for an emergency event.  The job is easier than you 

may think, all you have to do is follow the script and record the stations as they check-

in.  If you would like to be added to the list, send me an e-mail at kn4fm@arrl.net or let 

me know some Monday evening on the net. 

Thank you,, 

Gerald Nauman, KN4FM 

Daryl Tonini, KJ4DNY, SK 
Daryl Tonini, retired USAF engineer, passed away Octo-

ber 22 after losing a battle with cancer.  Daryl is the fa-

ther of MARA club Secretary Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC, and 

was an active member of MARA. 

Daryl is personally responsible for serving as Elmer to 

almost a dozen new hams in Rockingham County.  Rick 

KJ4IND, Bob KJ4DNX, Jerry, KJ4DNZ, Alan KJ4DOB, 

Sheryl KJ4DOC, Valerie KJ4EYR, Rick KJ4EYS, the list 

goes on and on… Daryl was instrument in encouraging 

these new hams to get their license and get on the air. 

Daryl also founded the Harrisonburg Chapter of the Mer-

cury Amateur Radio Association, a group of hams dedi-

cated to Disaster Communications affiliated with the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  Daryl was 

an active member of the Harrisonburg First Ward of the 

church. 

He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
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Scenes from the September VARA Club Picnic 
Thanks to Scott Newlen KI4QQZ  for the photos of the fun at the September VARA Club’s Family Picnic. 
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Brian Walton AJ4FF Puts Scouts on the Air for Jamboree on the Air 
"CQ Jamboree! CQ Jamboree!"  Perhaps you heard this call on the weekend of 

October 16 and 17.  If you answered such a call, you may have had the privilege 

of talking with boy scouts or girl scouts participating in the 53rd annual Jambo-

ree on the Air (JOTA).  Every third weekend in October, Scouts around the world 

join in JOTA, the World Organization of the Scout Movement's largest world-wide 

event. JOTA is an annual event in which Scouts of all ages from around the world 

have the opportunity to speak with one another by means of amateur radio con-

tact. 

Members of Boy Scout Troop 515, chartered to the Harrisonburg 2nd Ward of 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, participated in JOTA at the ama-

teur radio station of Brian Walton (AJ4FF), a local member of MARA.  On Saturday 

morning, October 16, the scouts in this troop gathered to distribute bags for the annual Scouting for Food drive.  

After two and a half hours of this community service, four of the scouts then joined with Mr. Walton to learn about 

radio.  The Scouts were particularly interested in completing the Radio merit badge, and by the end of the after-

noon three of the four scouts had succeeded in this goal, with the fourth well on his way.  

As part of the merit badge, scouts learned about radio communication, the differences between broadcast and 

hobby radio, the radio spectrum, and basic radio operation.  To practice the ideas of proper identification and radio 

communication, the scouts carried out simulated 10 minute conversations with one another on FRS radios. Be-

cause of the time working on the merit badge itself, opportunities to participate in the actual JOTA was  limited.  

However, the scouts did have the opportunity to carry on a QSO on 20 meters with another JOTA station in Minne-

sota, where a Tiger Cub leader was hosting his den.  

Left:  Scouts who participated earn the JOTA 
patch for their uniform. 

Right:  The Radio Merit Badge. 
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Fall Foliage Bike Ride Public Service Event 
Wow, what a great weekend (Oct 16-17) to be out in the spectacular fall weather we had participating in the 2010 
Fall Foliage Bike Festival.  The event had over 400 riders, biking over 10 different routes throughout Augusta 
County.  Both the VARA and MARA clubs supported the communications logistics for the event.  Net Control was set 
up at Mt. Horeb Presbyterian church for Saturday and at the Middlebrook Community Center on Sunday using 
Scott’s (K4QQZ) trailer and his 2m antenna.  Jeff (W4PJW) supplied the radios and power supply.  Several bike par-
ticipants personally thanked many of the operators for assisting in the event. We also provided sag support return-
ing bikes and participants to various locations on the routes.  Our presence generated a request for information on 
becoming an amateur radio operator as well as a request to provide a demonstration to a group of girl scouts from 
a local troop.   The following radio operators deserve a hearty thank you for a job well done and I want to personally 
thank each and every one of them for their support and patience as I learned the ropes of being the coordinator 
and learning the net control operations of the event. 

Jeff Rinehart W4PJW 

Gordon Batey WA4FJC     

Bob Steere N1QEQ    

Glenn Mingo KJ4VVP 

Ed Varner KJ4OAS 

Larrie Kline  KI4DMC 

Gayle Shull KU4XN 

Bryan Daniels  K4RMY  

Cowles Andrus  K4EME  

Joe Meek KD4FKT    

Gary Van Fossen KI4FZV 

Mike Reno  KG4OON 

David Tanks  AD4TJ 

Charlie Bennetch  N4LNU    

Scott Newlen KI4QQZ   

Richard Huttinger AA4RH    

Rick Adams KJ4IND  

Evan Wilder W1LDR   

Ray Colvin KE4HVR 

Patsy Rinehart  N4PKJ 

The group would also like to thank the owners of the 146.850 and the 147.045 repeaters for allowing us to use 
their equipment to provide the communications for the event. 

John Keller (W4ZAO) 
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More on the Fall Foliage Bike Ride Public Service Event 
It was very refreshing to have such a positive turnout of help from the ham community (see separate article by W4ZAO).  
It was especially encouraging to see many of our new ham radio operaters volunteer for this exercise.  I know it turned 
out to be a learning activity for everyone.  

Most hams ended up sitting in their vehicles along the course reading a book or just watching the riders go by.  Nothing 
seemed to be happening.  Many commented that it didn’t seem like there were that many riders on the course.  That 
seeming inactivity is exactly what made it a successful ride.  In actuality, there were just over 400 riders on the course on 
Saturday and about 300 on Sunday.  94 of Saturday’s riders were on the 100 mile Century Course and the other 300 
were spread across the good variety of shorter courses.   

I didn’t hear anything either day about any bike accidents, scrapes or bruises.  We did however, have a few riders who 
just got tired, had bike trouble or in a couple cases, sore knees and aching hips.  These had to be “sagged” to one of the 
rest stops or back to Shelburne Middle School.   

Without exception, every radio operater did an outstanding job of reporting problems, keeping track of the riders and fol-
lowing the radio protocol of the day.  It was so very refreshing to see how one 
of our newest hams W4ZAO, cheerfully and with great “gusto” took over the 
daunting task of organizing our volunteers and assisting with net control func-
tions.   

John W4ZAO has been a ham for less than a year but through his enthusiasm, 
has given many of us renewed vigor for our hobby.  John didn’t realize what he 
was volunteering for when he originally agreed to this Bike Festival “duty”, but 
soon found out how many details were involved, and the responsibility he was 
taking on.  By the end of the day Sunday, we all knew that he was up to the 
task.  Thank you again John. 

There were some minor problems.  Many riders missed turns.  This was the 
first year that the organizers have completely depended on arrows painted on 
the asphalt to guide riders around the course.  This proved to be a problem for 
many of the bikers and it was certainly a problem for us.  In addition, the maps 
provided to us and to the riders were nearly useless.   

Bike Festival organizers had compressed the size of the maps to try to save 
printing costs but in the process have lost more map clarity.  This is not a to-
tally new problem but it has gotten to the place now that I am convinced we 
need to produce our own maps in the future.   

In discussing this with Bike Festival’s Barbara Wright, she agrees that addi-
tional “direction arrows” 
need to be put up on the course.  She is aware of the map problem 
but maintains that the riders use the “cue sheet” mile by mile turn 
feature and the arrows to stay on course.  In Barbara’s defense, she 
did provide us with enlarged copies of the map for our Net Control 
location, but that didn’t help the ham out on the course.  I suggest 
that next year, we produce our own maps.  

What did we learn?  Well, we learned that running a “directed” net 
keeps chatter down on the frequency.  We learned that new hams 
are very capable of providing needed communications.  We learned 
that we need better maps and route markings.  John W4ZAO, and 
maybe others, learned that a lot of these “old gray haired hams” 
who have been around a long time, can handle most situations with 
ease because of a thing called “experience”. 

Just to give you an idea of what kind of folks ride this course, let me 
share a little experience I had Saturday evening.  I was flagged 
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down by a lady at the Fort Defiance H.S. rest 
stop.  She had ridden 88 miles and her hip 
was giving her trouble.  As we were leaving 
the rest stop headed for Shelburne, she said, 
“see the older lady over there?  She is in her 
70’s and last year I rode with her on a bike 
ride over in Spain.  We both always do the 
100 mile rides all over the world and this is 
the first time I have ever had to be sagged.”  
Well, I think the reason she pointed out the 
older lady was because she was feeling a 
little old herself – of course I didn’t say any-
thing like that to her.   Her pride was obvi-
ously a bit strained but her hip was even 
worse. 

At Fort Defiance they had put out a notebook 
for riders to sign with their name and where 
they were from.  I found it interesting to find 
signatures from Delaware, North Carolina, 
Mississippi, Colorado, Washington State and 
South Dakota.  Of course there were lots of 

folks signed in from surrounding states too.  This ride is considered by the bikers, to be one of the best in the country – 
any country for that matter.  

If you didn’t make it this year to help, you missed a good time.  There was great scenery (see sample in picture) and lots 
of smiles around the courses.  The rest stop volunteers were showered with compliments from the riders about their 
cheerful attitudes and good home made treats.  I was personally privi-
leged to hear this first hand from the rest stop volunteers as Barbara 
wanted to visit each rest stop on each course, both days – I ended up 
“driving Ms. Daisy” around for 307 beautiful miles.  Many riders person-
ally thanked me for the great job that all the hams were doing so now 
I’m passing it on to you.  Thanks to all who helped. 

Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW             

Photos above and on opposite and previous pages:  Jeff Rinehart W4PJW 

Photos below and to the right:  Richard Huttinger AA4RH 
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Triple Play Report 1 —  Grindstone 100 Mountain Run 
The Grindstone 100 is a 100 mile foot race (YES, you read correctly — One Hundred MILES)  through George Wash-
ington National Forest.   Not only is the distance grueling, but the race actually goes UP AND DOWN MOUNTAINS. 

The race starts at Camp Shenandoah Boy Scout Camp in Swope and goes all the way to the summit of Elliot Knob, 
down to Braley’s Pond and back up to Reddish Knob, all the way to Gnashing Knob, just past the Field Day site and 
then returns to Camp Shenandoah via the same route.  

The race began at 1800 local time on Friday Oct. 1st and finished this year sometime around 1000 Sunday Oct. 
3rd.  

Hams from Rockingham, Augusta and Lynchburg area supported the race by providing continuous communications 
support during this entire time in a very difficult area of  GW National Forest. 
 
A change for this year over the last two years was the use of a repeater provided by LARC, the Lynchburg ham club. 
It was located on Little Bald Knob as an experiment to see if a temporary repeater would allow for full coverage of 
the course. It was discovered that the first two  and the last two aid stations (which are actually the same aid sta-
tions) were not able to access the repeater with any consistency so relays were setup to allow the information and 
traffic to get back to the Net Control Station located at Camp Shenandoah.  

There is on-going consideration of moving the repeater to Reddish Knob for next year or going back to simplex op-
eration as was done the past two years. 
 
One change for next year is the date of the start. It will start on Oct. 7 2011 which is a week after the KTM 500 and 
the Camp Still Meadows Horse Ride.  Hopefully this will give us a little break in getting volunteers for these events 
since they will not all be on the same weekend next year. 
 
Below is a list of local hams that participated ( if I left anyone out it was an error on my part and not intentional) : 
 

Matthew Huffman KD4UPL 
Gayle Shull KU4XN 
Paul Boisen KB30 
E.C.  Showalter  KG4KUR 
Mike  Turner K4MIC 
Glenn  Mingo KJ4VVP 
John Keller  W4ZAO 
Bryan Daniels  K4RMY 
 
A very big THANK YOU to these individuals  
that gave of their time to assist in this  
public service communications effort. 

 

 



Page 13  

The KTM 500 Dual Sport Motorcycle ride sponsored by the Northern Virginia Trail Riders, was held again this year 
on the roads of George Washington National Forest, Augusta County and Rockingham County. The ride has Natural 
Chimneys as it start and end point and ran various routes on Saturday and Sunday Oct. 2nd and 3rd. There were 
approximately 250 riders from Virginia, and the DC Metro area. 
 
This year Net Control was operated from Flag Pole Knob with Jeff W4PJW and Bob K4DJG as the main Net Control 
operators with Bryan K4RMY giving some assistance on Saturday.  

Another change for this year was direct radio access to Harrisonburg/Rockingham Emergency Communications 
Center via a public service radio using an HRECC Interoperability Channel. This allowed net control to speak directly 
to HRECC via radio when emergency assistance needed to be dispatched. Unfortunately, there were several in-
stances where this had to be used and assis-
tance was dispatched from HRECC to the loca-
tion were it was needed. Several riders were 
taken to the hospital for various injuries incurred 
during the ride. 
 
These hams worked at various locations along 
the course( again , if I left anyone out it was an 
error on my part and not intentional) : 
 
Benny Cook N4BCC 
Neil Layman  N4XU 
Rodney Good K4DOD 
Ray Colvin KE4HVR 
Evan Wilder W1LDR 
Ellsworth Neff K4LXG 
Glenn Bock N3USP 
Billy Hooke KG4JOF 
Rick Neff KE4PHQ 
Herb Slade AA2BF 
Anne Underwood KA1LSK 
 
These hams that actually rode  
in the ride and assisted: 
 
Jason Armentrout N4DSL 
Brian Cowger  KI4LLC 
Dave Collins N4WDC 
Deeter Mertz KI4STU 
 
A very big THANK YOU to these individuals that  
gave of their time to assist in this public  
service communications effort. 

Triple Play Report 2 —  KTM 500 DualSport Public Service Event 
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Triple Play Report 3 —  Camp Still Meadows  Horse Ride Public Service Event 

Recipe for a successful Camp Still Meadows Horse Event: 
Use one beautiful October Sunday morning.  Mix with great weather conditions.   

Add a dash of  fall mountain foliage and fifteen (15) miles of picturesque country back roads.   

Blend in 70 horses and riders.   

Invite talented and public-spirited amateur 
radio personalities such as:   

Kenny and Deb (K4KLH),   

Rick (KJ4IND),  

Chris (KI4BAQ),   

EC (KG4KUR),   

Gayle and Gail (KU4XN & KG4JBF ),   

Dick and Phyllis (KC3AN & N4VZC),   

Ray and Nancy (K4NRA & KG4JAZ).   

Fill the amateurs to the brim with a country 
breakfast that no diner could match.   

Next sprinkle the amateurs evenly on the 
course.   With, of course, KI4BAQ at net con-
trol and Kenny K4KLH at his assigned post 
in the middle of the batter with Deb keeping the horses stirring in the right direction..     

Finally, heat in the sun for 5 or 6 hours until done.    

After all this horsing around,  return to con-
trol central for homemade chili or soup and 
pie.   

Then send amateurs home with congratula-
tions for a job well done to a much needed 
nap.   

See everyone there again next October!! 
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MARA Christmas Banquet: December 2 
The MARA club has reserved the double meeting room for the annual Christmas Banquet at the Wood Grill Restau-

rant.  Put December 2nd, the normal monthly club meeting night, down on your calendar, and invite your special 

someone, and the entire family. 

SOTA:  Summits on the Air 
If you get the CQ Magazine, perhaps you noticed the article in the October issue (page 74) about the Summits on 

the Air program.  Similar to the Islands on the Air program, this fun little arrangement gives credit and awards to 

ham radio stations which operate from the tops of mountains, and also has awards for stations which WORK the 

stations at the tops of mountains. 

Summits are found, designated, and managed by area SOTA groups.  In most countries, there is a SOTA manager.  

In the US, SOTA is managed by call-area coordinators. 

The really interesting thing is…. There is apparently no SOTA coordinator for the W4 4th call area!    

There are SOTA coordinators mapping out hilltop and mountaintops all over the world for this program.  Not only do 

you find SOTA summits in the Swiss Alps, the Pyrenees, the Andes, and the Urals.  Our friends in W1-land have one.  

Hams in W6-land have one..  In fact, only W4, W8, and W9 don’t. 

Given the huge number of summits which have been certified (almost 29,000 according to the article), wouldn’t 

you think that Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia might have a few to contribute?   

Rev. Richard Weaver, W3HXH, Turns 91 Years Old  on November 2 

Wow!  Talk about a real old-timer!  Richard 

Weaver has been a ham for 71 years.  His 

birthday will be November 2.  If you get 

this issue in time, give him a call and wish 

him Happy Birthday.   
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October VE Test Session Report 
Thanks for the volunteers who facilitated the October VE Test 

Session.  A big “thank you” is due to John Spillman KT4CB, E.C. 

Showalter KG4KUR, Mike Turner KE4MIC, Jim Lehman W4POL, 

and Hugh Pettis, K3EC.  There were four candidates testing, and 

three earned upgrades.  The next testing session is on Decem-

ber 11. 

The monthly meeting of the PVARC was a picnic spud gun workshop, shootout,at the home of WO4MI  Bob 
and Debbie Forrest. 
 
The event started with the spudgun,TennaCannon,antenna launcher comparison and discussion with launch-
ers belonging to KJ4HFO Gene “Quick draw”Frazier, WO4MI Bob “Two gun”Forrest and N4YSA Mark “Miss 
fire”Hensley   
 
After comparing notes and thoughts on trajectories, pressures, barrel lengths and a quick trip by K4DPF Dave 
Firestone to the local hardware store for the last of the PVC pipe and fittings for his launcher,  we commenced 
construction and in less than an hour Dave was the newest member of the TennaCannon group..  (He has 
not yet been shown the secret handshake ). 
 
Now the fun part  we shot over Bob's antennas ,under Bob's antennas into Bob's pond  (On purpose,—- hey, 
boys will be boys). 
 
We tried different pressures, different weight projectiles, completely different projectiles (a golf ball) and differ-
ent launch angles.  
 
All in all we probably did not learn much but it was fun and it amused the wives and KQ4D Phil to watch us.  
 
And now for the really good part:   the food the Burgers and Brats where prepared by one of our gracious host 
WO4MI Bob under the watchful eye of KQ4D Phil.  Every one brought a covered dish.  
 
I would like to thank our hosts WO4MI Bob and  Debbie Forrest for the wonderful food and hard work prepar-
ing for this outing and for inviting us in to there lovely home.  A truly wonderful time was had by all. 
 
Submitted by  
Mark Hensley, N4YSA 
PVARC President 
In the absence of the PVARC Secretary, who is giving audience to the Pope while on his trip to Rome…. 

PVARC  Secretary’s Report — October 1 Meeting 
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Due to the death of her father, the MARA Secretary was unable to deliver the minutes of the October 7 meeting in time for publication in this 
issue. 

MARA  Secretary’s Report — October 7 Meeting 

VARA Secretary’s Report — September 7 Meeting 
As of October 31, the newsletter editor still had not received the VARA club minutes for the September 7 meeting.   

VARA Secretary’s Report — October 5 Meeting 
The VARA Club minutes for the October 5 meeting have also not been provided to the Newsletter Editor  by the October 31 pub date. 

MARA Treasurer’s Report — September 26 to October 31, 2010 

Beginning Balance September 26, 2010 (last report)      $   2,150.45 

Add:      No additions provided to the Treasurer       $          0.00   

Less:    No checks issued         $          0.00  

Ending Balance as of October 31, 2010       $  2,150.45 

 

The above figures do not include the pending $36 special donation to be acted on by the Directors.  

     Submitted by David Fordham, KD9LA, MARA Treasurer 

Calendar 
November 2:  VARA Club Meeting 
November 3:  Highland County ARES Net, 8:30 pm, 147.18 repeater 
     and the 444.775 repeater (see page 1) 
November 4:  MARA Club Meeting 
November 5:  PVARC Dinner meeting 
November 6-7: ARRL November Sweepstakes, CW weekend 
November 8:  Page County ARES Net, 8 pm, 146.67 repeater 
November  9:  Rockingham County ARES Net, 8 pm, 147.225 rptr 
November  14:  Page County ARES Net, 8 pm, 146.67 repeater 
November 15:  Rockingham County ARES Net, 8 pm, 147.225 rptr 
November 17:  Highland County ARES Net, 8:30 pm, 147.18 repeater 
     and the 444.775 repeater 
November 20-22:  ARRL November Sweepstakes, phone weekend 
November  21:  Page County ARES Net, 8 pm, 146.67 repeater 
Novenber 22:  Rockingham County ARES Net 8 pm 147.225 rptr 
November 27-28:  CQ WW Worldwide DX Contest, CW weekend 
November 28:  Rockingham County ARES Net, 8 pm, 147.225  

 

December 2:  MARA Christmas Banquet 
December 2:  Waynesboro Repeater Association Annual Meeting 
December 3-5:  ARRL 160-meter contest 
December 11-12:  ARRL 10-meter Contest 

New Officers 
Although minutes were not received to report officially, 
rumor has it that MARA’s officers for 2011 are:  Bryan 
Daniels K4RMY President, Gerry Brunk K4RBZ VP, Sheryl 
Tonini KJ4DOC Secretary, David Fordham KD9LA as 
Treasurer, with Board Members James McDaniel NN4JM 
and Mike Turner K4MIC.  VARA Officers are John Keller 
W4ZAO President, Jeff Rinehart W4PJW VP, Steve Grant 
W4IIV Secretary, Doug Tippett N8ESW as Treasurer, and 
Al Bonck N3JB as Program Chair. 
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MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President:  Ellsworth Neff, K4LXG 
Vice President:  James  McDowell IV, NN4JM 

Secretary: Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC   
Treasurer: David Fordham, KD9LA 

Board (exp 2010):  Bryan Daniels, K4RMY 
Board (exp 2011):  James McDowell IV, NN4JM 

 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 
PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

 

President:  Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW 
Vice President:  Gordon Batey, WA4FJC 

Secretary:  Steve Grant, W4IIV 
Treasurer:  Doug Tippett, N8ESW 

Program Manager:  Al Bonck N3JB 

 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at Shoneys in Staunton on Hwy 250 at I-81.  

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, 
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are welcome 

 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

Doug Tippett 
2348 Mosley St. 

Waynesboro VA 22980 

 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

President:  Mark Hensley N4YSA 
Vice President:  Dave Firestone, K4DPF 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Mike “Sparky” Terry, KD4KL 
Board Member:  Morgan Phenix K4RHD 

Board Member:  :  Robert Forrest KJ4HFU 
 

Website under construction (?) 

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month.  
Odd-numbered Months  

at Browns Restaurant in Luray,  
Even-numbered Months in the Day Room of  

Page Memorial Hospital.   

The meeting begins at 6:00 pm 

Visitors are welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

Sparky Terry 
PO Box 649 

Luray VA 22835-0649 

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc. 
for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  
to all club members in good standing. 

Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies. 
Contact the president of your respective club  

for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  
starting a few months after publication. 

Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships, 
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a 
timely basis to individuals who are not club members. 

Occasional complimentary current copies are 
provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies 
at club expense to various constituencies. 

Contact your respective club officers for more information. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the 
Fair Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 



MARA/VARA/PVARC 

Return Service Requested 

c/o David Fordham 
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Weyers Cave, VA 24486 
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