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July 2 – VARA Meeting: Country Cooking in Staunton 

The Valley Amateur Radio Association will hold it’s monthly club meeting on Tuesday, July 2 

at the Country Cooking Restaurant at 1015 Richmond Avenue, which is Highway 250 east 

in Staunton. This restaurant is next door to Martin’s Grocery, behind the Five-Guys Diner, 

across the street and west 1 block from Wal-Mart. Meet to eat at 6 pm, with the meeting to 

follow at 7 pm. All hams are invited to attend.  

July 5 – PVARC Meeting: KQ4D’s QTH 

The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular bi-monthly meal 

meeting on Friday, July 5. The meeting will be held at the QTH of KQ4D 

in Shenandoah. Details will be sent by e-mail before the meeting date. 

July 11 – MARA Meeting: Wood Grill in Harrisonburg 

The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc., will hold its 

monthly meeting on the SECOND THURSDAY, July 11 SECOND THURSDAY, July 11 SECOND THURSDAY, July 11 SECOND THURSDAY, July 11 at the normal 

location: the Wood Grill at 1711 Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. 

Dinner starts at 6:30 pm. All hams and their families are invited and 

welcome. Show and tell by Bob Dixon. He will conduct a discussion 

and provide examples on documentation and notebooks.  

July MARA Meeting  Date Change! 
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MARA President’s Message 

MARA members must remember that the July Meeting will be held on the SECOND Thursday, July 11, 

rather than the normal first Thursday. 

My summer travel schedule may prevent me from being at the next two club meetings.  In July, there is a 

chance that I won’t be back from my conference in Laramie Wyoming in time for the second Thursday 

meeting.  But Gerry tells me we have a great program lined up.  And in August,  I will be on an airplane 

during  the  MARA meeting, flying  from my daughter’s home in  Seattle  to a  conference in  Anaheim, 

California.   Gerry tells me he’s working on a fantastic program for the August meeting! 

Talk to you on the airwaves! 

David R. Fordham, KD9LA 

MARA President 

On behalf of the hams in the valley, a great big “Thank You” goes to John Spillman, 

KT4CB, for the wonderful job on the Monitor.  Keeping up with all the activities of the 

hams in this valley is a big job — especially since there are — not one, not two, but threethreethreethree    

active clubs, each with their own meetings, public service events, and activities.   

If you get a chance, drop John an email letting him know how much we appreciate his 

time and effort. 

VARA President’s Message 

This was my 4th Field Day event and as always I came away learning new things from the many 
experienced HAMS that enjoy sharing their knowledge and expertise. It still amazes me how this group of 
amateur radio members can park a trailer, string a wire thru some trees, or a 40’ pole held by ropes, 
hook up a few pieces of radio equipment and talk to the world giving their knowledge freely and without 
expecting anything in return, no deposits, no contracts, no dollar amount, nothing but my desire to learn 
and their love of the hobby that they enjoy sharing with anyone. 
 
I have said this in the past and I will say it again, if you have not participated in Field Day, I strongly 
suggest that you give it a try next year, even if it’s just for a couple of hours. You will come away with a 
great experience and I know with some new knowledge of the hobby you enjoy and probably a new friend 
to share your side of amateur radio. 
 
In closing I would like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s event and look forward to 2014! 
Don’t forget the next VARA meeting July 2nd and the VARA picnic in September. 
 
John Keller W4ZAO 

President VARA 

Just got back from Field day 2013 and what a great weekend it was! The Field day 
Committee did a great job of picking this year’s location after we could not use our old 
site of many years. I hope everyone gets a chance to thank them for all the hard work 
that goes into preparing the site, gathering equipment, marketing, preparing schedules 
and duties to make this year’s event go very smoothly. The weather was superb and I 
believe everyone had a great time that participated. 
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. . . The Big Event at Todd Lake 

VHF / Satellite Station 

The group photo, taken Friday night for the pot luck dinner for Field Day 2013.  Submitted by John W4ZAO  

The Night Before . . . 
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Preliminary Field Day VHF/Satellite Station Report 

 

Success! After several years of trying to make a satellite contact, worth 100 bonus points, Cowles, 

K4EME, made a complete QSO on Saturday night, using a 2 meter SB up/432 SB down satellite (Cowles, 

I hope I have that right, not backwards! ); then, for icing on the cake, made 5 more Sunday morning, with 

Matthew's, KD4UPL help. What an exciting time! Several hams were witness to the event. If you are not 

familiar with operating satellites, then you don't realize how hard it is: you have to track the satellite's 

path across the sky (automatic tracking software and rotator control is very helpful there); then because 

the satellite is coming closer to you at the start of the pass, Doppler will make signals appear higher in 

frequency, then as it begins to get farther away from you, the signals will be lower in frequency. Cowles 

had to make sure he was still able to hear his signal from the satellite, so he could hear any replies from 

other stations to his CQ's, and then write down the info as it came in, while still adjusting the radio for 

Doppler! He was very busy during a pass, as you can see! Next time, Cowles said, he hopes to have the 

computer adjust the radio for Doppler, so he can concentrate on making contacts. 

 

On the VHF side of things in the trailer, 6 meters finally opened up Sunday morning, which allowed us to 

make 2.5 times the contacts we make last year: 63 this year versus 24 last year. But, on the other hand, 

last year we made 30 Q's on 2 meters, this year only 18, despite the higher elevation, and making many 

CQ calls on 146.550 simplex (thanks to all who replied to our calls there). So we ended up with 83 

contacts this year versus 60 last year. The pictures shows Cowles's satellite antennas, his computer and 

radio, and the 6 meter and 2 meter radio setup.  

 

Thanks to Ellsworth K4LXG for the use of his trailer, and to Ray K4NRA for the use of his 6 meter and 2 

meter beams, and to K3JRR for the use of his tripod crankup mast. 

 

David AD4TJ, in charge of the VHF station  
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Continued  

FD 2013 A SUCCESS 

The “loud-mouthed” whip-poor-will owned the night till Field Day rolled around. K4DJG, W4PJW and K4PJJ 

plus N4BCC had been listening to this bird every night, all night for over a week at the Todd Lake FD site 

when things in his world changed. 

 

On Friday evening we had our usual carry-in supper with over 30 attendees. Thanks to Ellsworth K4LXG 

and wife Jeanie for over-seeing that event. Good food, good friends and the cool breeze made for a good 

time. The evening was full of laughter and "gossip" as we sat around the campfire and enjoyed the large 

full moon overhead. The whip-poor-will now had competition. 

 

Everyone worked well together setting up poles and hanging antennas all afternoon on Friday. The CW 

guys tried a "store-bought" off center fed dipole supplied by Dave KJ4JX. It worked well but was better 

with a tuner on all the bands except for 40 meters where no tuner was needed. CW worked just over 800 

qso's for more than 16,000 points. 

 

The Phone station tried a double size G5RV antenna 204 feet long. Apparently it worked well for them as 

they made almost 800 qso's with it for just under 800 points. Band conditions weren't the best this year 

– very noisy Saturday night on 80 meters, but everyone seems to have had that problem. Our standing in 

the scores may be relatively good since everyone had the same problems to deal with. [with which to deal 

:) ] 

 

The GOTA station had up a 20 meter dipole but it got very little use as there weren't very many folks 

coming along for John W4ZAO and Herb AA2BF to mentor. As it worked out Herb had been inactive on HF 

and was our main operator for that station. I did see some pictures of Herb helping a young fellow and his 

sister make a contact or two – that's what it's all about! 

 

The VHF/6meter guys have a separate article elsewhere in this newsletter but thanks to Ray K4NRA for 

the antennas they used and to David AD4TJ for over-seeing the VHF/6M station. Cowles K4EME put up a 

satellite antenna array that would make anyone proud. They made some contacts this year – see the 

article by AD4TJ elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

Thanks to Jeff W4PJW for his Icom Pro3 radio for CW and to Benny for his big YAESU FT-1000 rig for 

phone. The GOTA station used Herb's Icom 751A and the VHF/6meter guys used the VARA club's 

Kenwood TS2000. 

 

The weather was very cooperative. There was most always a nice breeze to keep us cooled off. It did get 

pretty warm in the operating trailers though. After everyone had left Sunday evening we got a really fierce 

thunderstorm that lasted for over an hour. There were some “hair raising” lightning flashes that made 

that sizzling sound just before the thunder roared. We had pea sized hail and pretty severe winds too. We 

were glad to be inside our campers and thankful that we didn't have any of those storms during FD. 

Each of the two main stations were manned all night which was quite remarkable considering that we 

didn't have the attendance that we usually do. Those who managed to stay up all night and operate are to 

be commended (wonder if they ever heard that whip-poor-will?)  
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Ellsworth K4LXG kept the coffee pot going and had donuts for those persistent ones. I know I appreciated 

it when my shift started at 5am Sunday morning. 

 

Our publicity man Herb AA2BF did an excellent job as we had visits from both the newspaper and TV 

station. If you missed the TV coverage, here is the link: http://www.whsv.com/home/headlines/Ham-

Radio-Operators-Practice-for-Emergencies-212690501.html 

 

Here's a link to the newspaper article but you have to be a subscriber to see it all: 

http://www.dnronline.com/article/062413connection 

 

We had official visitors too – The mayor of Bridgewater, Hallie Dinkel stopped by for a visit and also 

Captain Jim Junkins W4JLJ of Harrisonburg Rockingham ECC came by for a while. 

 

We had some new signs this year directing folks to our operating location – thanks to Dave KD9LA for 

that. They are printed in such a way that we can use them for other events – not just Field Day. 

 

Jason N4DSL came through again for us, providing internet capability and phone even out in the National 

Forest. It never ceases to amaze me how he can do that. The phone worked well for outgoing calls but the 

incoming didn't work so well – but Hey! we had communications – and after all isn't that what we do – 

even if we have to fall back on ham radio to do it :) 

 

Preparing the site for the activity took place on Wednesday a week before FD. Thanks to Gordon WA4FJC 

and Joe KD4FKT for the use of their walk-behind mowers. Those helping with the clean-up included 

WA4FJC, N4EYZ, KI4FZV (firewood too), W4GRC and W4PJW. 

 

Just a word here about GPS problems. It became clear that the GPS's got confused and I think we figured 

out why. As far as a GPS knows, the section of road from Camp May Flather, just NW of the steel bridge, 

doesn't exist on up to the cut off for Forest Rd 95. Therefore, it kept trying to get you to use Tillman Road 

which goes past Hearthstone Lake or take Leading Ridge Rd toward US 250 near Braley Pond. This 

proves once again that you cannot completely, fully trust that GPS. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who volunteered to help out this year. Field Day Chairman Benny N4BCC asked 

me to get volunteers for many of the assignment slots this year and I am very thankful that no matter who 

I asked, I got positive responses. Now some folks had to decline because of previous family requirements 

but by and large I wasn't turned down for anything that I asked for. This really makes things flow smoother 

and everyone gets to enjoy the activity. We have a wonderful group of guys and gals who volunteer when 

needed. If a “real” emergency comes along, we will all be better prepared as a result of the part we 

played in our “practice” at Field Day 2013. Wonder if the whip-poor-will will find us next year? Wonder if 

he got “hot feet” from the RF in the wires? 

 

Till then, 

Jeff W4PJW 

Vice Chair 2013 FD 
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WSVA news director Karl Magenhoffer interviewed Herb Slade on the radio Friday and covered 

the upcoming Field day events.  On Friday night, weekend news anchor  Dennis Phillips (NS4K) 

did an extensive phone interview with MARA president, David Fordham.   Portion of that interview 

were used in a story written by Phillips for the Saturday morning news and read by newscaster 

Charles Graves.  In the interview, Fordham told about Field Day and the news story invited people 

to see Fordham’s demonstration station set up at the Weyers Cave Community center.  

Dennis Phillips arrived at the WSVA studio at 5 a.m. for his Sunday  morning shift and Herb Slade  

had scheduled a call-in to the newsroom at 5:30 am for an update from the Field Day site. Herb 

used hybrid system since cell phone coverage was spotty from the Todd Lake site. With the inter-

view completed, Phillips went to work using  Adobe Audition audio editing software  to  clip a por-

tion of Herb’s voice  for the story.  Phillips also used a voice clip from Dave Fordham in the story. 

 At about 7:05 on Sunday morning, Dennis led the newscast with the story. Normally a radio news 

story is less than 45 seconds.  The Field Day story was over one minute. 

Phillips explained that on radio, words and voices are used to paint mind pictures and mood im-

pressions along with  the  information.  Words like  “emergency”  and  “Homeland Security”  

make the story attention getting. Herb’s comment on his voice clip about the sunrise adds awe 

and emotion to the story.  

Field Day was well reported on Harrisonburg’s top-rating radio news station, WSVA. 

Dennis Dennis Dennis Dennis  

Local hams were not only on- the-air from the 

Field Day site but also on with coverage from 

Newsradio 550,  WSVA.    MARA  Publicity 

Chairman Herb Slade did a good job in getting 

out press releases.  

Radio and newspaper coverage of the MARA / VARA Field Day eventRadio and newspaper coverage of the MARA / VARA Field Day eventRadio and newspaper coverage of the MARA / VARA Field Day eventRadio and newspaper coverage of the MARA / VARA Field Day event    

An audio clip is included with the emailed Monitor for your listening pleasure.  An audio clip is included with the emailed Monitor for your listening pleasure.  An audio clip is included with the emailed Monitor for your listening pleasure.  An audio clip is included with the emailed Monitor for your listening pleasure.  Editor 
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Gerry Brunk (right) of Harrisonburg, makes contact with other 

amateur radio operators around the world while Norman 

Benner logs each contact during the American Radio Relay 

League’s Field Day event on Saturday in the George Washing-

ton National Forest. (Photos by Jason Lenhart)  

Jeff Rinehart (left) uses Morse code to contact other ama-

teur radio operators around the world as Al Bonck logs in 

each contact. The Massanutten and Valley Amateur Radio 

associations, communicating via Morse code and voice, 

joined together to reach around 2,000 different radio opera-

tors in a 24-hour period.  

From  DNR Online.com:   Ham Radio Operators Gather For National Event 

Ham Radio Operators Practice for Emergencies 

By: Garrett Wymer, WHSV.com 

Video at : 

 http://www.whsv.com/home/headlines/Ham-Radio-Operators-Practice-for-Emergencies-212690501.html 

AUGUSTA COUNTY -- It was a field day for ham radio operators in the valley. 

It happened out by Todd Lake in Augusta County. Ham radio operators practiced their skills 

setting up communications systems with emergency power supplies. As of noon today, the 

operators made nearly 700 contacts with ham radio operators around the country and 

around the world, using radio and morse code. 

But it's more than just a hobby - ham operators are often called in to set up communica-

tions systems during emergencies and after natural disasters. 

Ellsworth Neff says it all comes down to the ham operators' motto: 

"'When all else fails, we're there.' In other words, when telephone systems, cell phones, 

regular telephone lines, any form of communication fails, you can rely on ham operators to 

be very quick and efficient," Neff said. 

© Copyright 2013 WHSV / Gray Television Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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A Pictorial View of MARA / VARA Field Day Activities  

A blue sky with puffy white clouds decorate a peak nestled in the Shenandoah Valley. The 
sounds of far away birds soar above. The crunch of gravel signals a car making its way to 
Peak Ridge past the signs for Ham Radio. An antenna whirrs around to catch a satellite 
like  a  hunter  gunning  for its prey.  The  repetition of  "W4XD"  over phone or in code 
punctuates the chatter of stories being swapped among operators, friends, and families. 
Ham operators eagerly show newcomers the magic of radio and encourage them to try 
"Getting on the Air. " "Field Day"  - two words that combine the joy of spring and summer for 
many amateur radio operators. Camaraderie and friendships are renewed; traditions are 

continued. Good has been done here. 
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A Pictorial View of MARA / VARA Field Day Activities (continued) 
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Weyers Cave Public Demo Station not so Popular with the Public 
In spite of ample publicity, the  general  public did  not turn out to see  the public  demonstration  station 

showcasing ham radio at the Weyers Cave Community Center on Saturday June 22. 

David Fordham, KD9LA, had planned to set up and man the emergency deployment station between 2 

pm and 6 pm.  His thinking was that members of the general public might stop by, and by operating the 

first four hours of Field Day, there would be plenty of new stations on the air to contact across the nation 

or around the world.  This would allow the “gee whiz” factor, without the embarrassment of “Sorry, you’re 

a dupe, old man”. 

The station consisted of Dave’s military surplus aluminum stackable poles (creating three masts 24 feet 

high), holding a  20-meter  dipole, a  40-meter dipole (also used on 15 meters), and  a VHF / UHF  

ground-plane antenna.  Dave used his deep-cycle marine batteries, charged by his solar panel, and a 

Yaesu FT-100D radio (no tuner was needed). 

While Dave had an inverter and an electric fan on standby, a cool breeze kept things comfortable in the 

shade of the pop-up gazebo shelter, out in the field behind the Weyers Cave Community Center building. 

Dave deployed seven brilliant yellow signs, strategically placed at US 11, Interstate 81, Highway 340, and 

along Weyers Cave Road, with arrows directing travelers towards the event.   

 

The station enjoyed excellent radio coverage — thanks to Dennis Phillips NS4K, at least four (perhaps 

more) announcements were made on two radio stations Saturday morning (and a friend told me he heard 

another announcement on a third radio station).  The event was also  publicized in the Friday issue of 

Harrisonburg’s Daily News-Record newspaper, and numerous posters touting the station were distributed 

in grocery stores, gas stations, and civic centers.  It was also announced at several Ruritan club meetings 

in the community over the past few weeks.  Additionally, David sent out thirteen personalized emails indi-

vidually and personally inviting “movers and shakers” to come see the station. 

Alas, not a single member of the general public stopped by.   

However, the day was not a write-off. The station was visited by a total of  31  people  (all of them ham 

radio operators, spouses of ham radio operators, children of ham radio operators, or invited guests of 

ham radio operators).   

The 19 hams who stopped by enjoyed fun and fellowship, and their accompanying guests got to see what 

a deployed emergency station looks like.  It’s always nice to see a deployed field station, because you can 

trade some ideas, hints, kinks, and experiences about what works and what doesn’t. 

A special thanks is due to Alby McCutcheon, AD4KZ, who came and set up an RDF fox-hunting station to 

demonstrate, using a portable measuring-tape yagi and HT.  Alby  stayed the entire four hours hoping to 

demonstrate his ability to locate hidden transmitters. 

Thanks to Alby, John Schuster (who is studying for his license), Ellsworth Neff K4LXG, E.C. Showalter 

KG4KUR, and Dan Hale KC8TEN, for their material support and efforts with this station, and thanks also 

to the other hams who stopped by for a few minutes.  Because the station was not meant to be a contest-

grade Field Day station, relatively few contacts were actually made:    

Dave wanted  to have  plenty of  unworked stations waiting on the air in case a curious member of the 

public walked up!  However, sufficient contacts were made to prove the meter dipoles were working on all 

three bands (verifying the 1.1 SWR measured by the antenna analyzer!), and the station did contact the 

MARA/VARA joint Field Day operation to give them some additional points. 
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At left is the emergency deployment station 

set up at the Weyers Cave Community Center.  

The 24-foot masts shown here supported a 

20m dipole.  Perpendicular to this dipole was 

a 40-m   dipole   whose  other   end   was  

supported by a third mast (not shown).  Notice 

the solar panel by one corner of the shelter. 

 

Below left:  Alby McCutcheon AD4KZ, Richard 

Haxton KC3AN, Ray Colvin KE4HVR, and Elroy 

Kauffman  K4EJG, were some of the hams 

who stopped by the station.  Alby set up his 

RDF direction-finding station. 

It’s lonely at the top...It’s lonely at the top...It’s lonely at the top...It’s lonely at the top...    
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Preliminary Report from MARA / VARA Results 
An accurate report will be in next month’s issue 

ARRL Field Day 
 
1. Field Day Call Used: W4XD         GOTA Station Call: K4MRA 
 
2. Club or Group Name: Massanutten and Valley ARA 
 
3. Number of Participants: 50 
 
4. Number of transmitters in simultaneous operation: 2 
 
5. Entry Class: Check only one. 
 
X A. Club or non-club portable 
   B. 1 or 2 person non-club group portable 
        List calls of operators:  
   C. Mobile 
   D. Home station commercial power 
   E. Home station emergency power 
   F. Emergency Operations Center 
 
6. Check All power sources used. 
 
X Generator 
   Commercial mains 
X Battery 
X Solar 
   Other (list)  
 
7. ARRL / RAC Section: VA 
 
8. Total CW QSOs: 820 X 2 =  Total CW QSO points: 1640 
 
9. Total Digital QSOs: 0 X 2 =  Total Digital QSO points: 0 
 
10. Total Phone QSOs: 896 X 1 =  Total Phone QSO points: 896 
 
11. Total QSO points: 2536 
 
12. Power Multiplier (select only one) 
 
   5 Watts or less and Battery powered = 5 
X 150 Watts or less = 2 
   Over 150 Watts = 1 
 
13. Power Multiplier: 2 
 

15. Bonus points claimed:  Please check each block as appropriate 

and include required proof of points with your submission.  All 

bonus points will be verified at ARRL HQ and added to your score. 

 
X 100% Emergency power 
X Media Publicity 
X Set-up in Public Place 
X Information Booth 
X NTS message to ARRL SM/SEC 
X W1AW Field Day Message 
X Formal NTS messages handled (# 10) 
X Satellite QSO completed 
X Natural Power QSOs Completed 
X Site Visited by invited elected official 
X Site Visited by invited served agency official 
   Educational Activity Bonus 
   Youth Element achieved (# 0) 
X GOTA Bonus (total bonus points: 28) 
X Submitted using the b4h.net applet 
 
Total Bonus Points Claimed: 1170 
 
Call: W4XD 
 Operating Period: 2013/06/22 W4XD - 2013/06/23 17:43 
 
 Total Contacts by Band and Mode: 
 
 Band       CW   Power     Dig   Power   Phone   Power   Total       % 
 ----       --   -----   -----   -----   -----   -----   -----     --- 
   80        170     150       0     150        130     150     300         17 
   40        318     150       0     150        428     150     746         43 
   20        218     150       0     150        215     150     433         25 
   15        103     150       0     150          22     150     125            7 
   10            0      150       0     150            1     150          1            0 
    6           10      150       0     150          53     150       63            4 
    2             1      150       0     150          17     150        18            1 
   70           0       150       0     150            2     150           2           0 
 GOTA         0       150       0    150          28     150         28           2 
            --   -----   -----   -----   -----   -----   -----     -----   -----   -----   -----         ----- 
 Total     820                     0                   896                1,716      100 

 

18. List all callsigns of all operators and number of QSO's 

completed of the GOTA Station: 

Herb Slade, AA2BF 

An "AMATEUR RADIO COMMUNICATION"  magnetic sign with KA4EEN it.  I lost it on the way to Field Day at Todd Lake.  I would like to get it 

back.  Phone (540) 289– 5801 if found.               Thanks, Norman Benner KA4EEN  

L O S T 

For you who accepted the Field Day posters, I hope you were able to make good use of them in high-traffic  areas!   This is a reminder, to 

return to those poster locations and take yours down, thanking the proprietors for letting you put them up.  That will probably impress them 

for your thoughtfulness and integrity to do what you have said you would do.  It may also make it easier to get their permission again, next 

year.73, 

Herb Slade, AA2BF, for the FD Committee 

Field Day Posters Reminder 
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PVARC Field Day 

There is something blessed in the event... 

I believe we sometimes mistake the true importance of an event. Field Day has been a key 
gathering for the Page Valley Amateur Radio Club the past four years. We’ve always run the club 
call K4PMH as 1A and if we really counted it as serious competition, I’d say we’ve placed 
respectably each year, state and nationwide. But it’s more than an event or a competition for our 
ham band. Field Day casts a special blessing on our group, drawing together various personalities 
and skills and backgrounds into a unity of purpose; making our club more and more durable. We 

become almost one, at least for a few days. 

 

We gathered again this year at an open pavilion at Lake Arrowhead, south of Luray, a generous 
offering by the town, two days plus allowing us to shut ourselves in the park overnight, Saturday. 
We spud-gunned a couple dipoles into the trees, set up two military surplus antenna masts with 
2m and 6m vertical beam and 2m vertical, hoping to gain extra 1A points on 6m and make it into 
the 2m NVTN repeater for NTS message points, difficult from behind the mountain at Lake 
Arrowhead. Phil KQ4D brought his converted UPS van, painted army drab and white star, and Tim 
AK4CJ set up his Ironman post in the van on 6m earning bonus points. Morgan K4RHD started 
the contest log with five 20m contacts on a solar-powered back up rig, then Bob KI4VFP’s 
grandson Brayden counted five more 20m contacts on the solar rig, before Dave K4DPF set off 
on a 40m CW and SSB marathon on the main logging program rig, followed on and off by Mark 
N4YSA, Gene KJ4HFO, Zory KB3VQC, Bob WO4MI, John KT4CB, Don KE4SRI, Bob KI4VFP, and 

Paul KK4IRS.  

 

We missed Carol KA4LAF and Sparky KD4KL, out of town, but had a surprise visit by Geoffrey 
WD4LYO and his lovely bride; glad to see Geoffrey up and around and on the mend. Geoffrey’s 
visit reminded me how precious our time together can be, brief moments, treasures, glimpses of 

happy times, stories to tell. 

 

Mulligatawny Soup from the crock pot with Texas toast “roasted” on the grille dominated the 

evening meal as well as camaraderie and fellowship and was enjoyed by all. 

 

I went home at 1 am Sunday morning to tend the dogs, leaving coffee and snacks for Gary K6OZ 
who would work the night shift, digital and more, with Dave K4DPF; I returned to breaking dawn 

and Gary going strong; Ironman Tim AK4CJ still in the van, solid, extra points. 

 

But perhaps our best contact of the weekend was Saturday evening, late, as Mark and Dave 
called and logged contacts. Several of us sat behind the operators on the air, watching, semi-
hypnotized by the contest rhythm. While Clarence N4QIC was telling us about his homebrew 
160m mobile KW rig; I sensed someone behind us. It was Connor, the teenage Boy Scout who 
had stopped by earlier in the day with his troop, now camping in the woods nearby. He had snuck 
out of the Scout camp after dark, to lean in over our shoulders, just to see a little more what this 

was all about. 73, Morgan K4RHD 
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A Pictorial view of the PVARC Field Day Activities 
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Did You Know? 

A bad day at a Hamfest is better 

than a good day at work. 

A HamfestHamfestHamfestHamfest is a convention of amateur radio enthusiasts, often combining a trade 

show, flea  market,  and  various other  activities  of  interest  to  amateur  radio 

operators (hams).  "Hamfests" were noted as early as 1924 in the U.S. 

"Ham" is the slang word often used to refer to amateur radio operators who are 

tested and licensed by world governments to operate their personal two-way radio 

sets and do non-commercial (amateur) communication with their fellow hobbyists 

around the globe.                            

 - From Wikipedia  

Field DayField DayField DayField Day is an annual amateur radio exercise, widely sponsored by IARU regions and member organizations, 

encouraging emergency communications preparedness among amateur radio operators. In the United States, it is 

typically the largest single emergency preparedness exercise in the country, with over 30,000 operators 

participating each year. 

Since the first ARRL Field Day in 1933, radio amateurs throughout North America have practiced the rapid 

deployment of radio communications equipment in environments ranging from operations under tents in remote 

areas to operations inside Emergency Operations Centers  (EOCs). Operations using emergency and alternative 

power sources are highly encouraged, since electricity and other public infrastructures are often among the first to 

fail during a natural disaster or severe weather. 

To determine the effectiveness of the exercise and of each participant's operations, there is an integrated 

contesting component, and many clubs also engage in concurrent leisure activities (camping out, cookouts, etc.). 

Operations typically last a continuous twenty-four hours, requiring scheduled relief operators to keep stations on 

the air. Additional contest points are awarded for experimenting with unusual modes, making contacts via satellite, 

and involving youth in the activity. 

Field Day is frequently used to attract significant publicity for amateur radio, and some clubs simultaneously 

demonstrate technologies including single sideband voice, Morse code, digital modes (such as RTTY, PSK31, and 

Winlink, among others), and communication via amateur radio satellite.  

- from Wikipedia 



It’s N3BLB with a HyGain TH-11 Beam! 

Look! Up in the Sky! It’s a  bird! It’s a plane!  

It’s not superman 

The K3JRR Antenna Party 

After weeks of preparation and the digging and moving of many rocks and a very 

small amount of dirt, the concrete was poured the tower was up ,it was time for the 

antenna party K3JRR was ready to install his monster 11 element HyGain TH-11DX 

at his QTH in the metropolis of Criders Va. The crew was W4ZAO John, N3BLB Van, 

N4YSA Mark and the host of the antenna party K3JRR Larry. Larry had assembled 

the antenna prior to the Saturday event and was quite prepared for the raising of the 

aluminum beast. Van N3BLB being the tower and  antenna installation expert guided 

the operation,  rigging directly to the mast a single snatch  block pulley the operation 

progressed quite nicely by N3BLB cradling the beam in a flat lift while the ground 

crew John W4ZAO and Mark N4YSA handled lines from the mast rigged pulley. The 

antenna was lifted into position the coax rotator wiring and all connections where 

accomplished within 2 hours and the antenna was ready for use by its proud new 

owner. You can't beat a man at his trade, N3BLB Van is a professional tower climber, 

and proprietor of East Coast Antenna and made the installation of a large antenna 

seem as if we where installing a mag mount  on an automobile.  Larry is happily 

snagging  DX  and  not airplanes.  Larry wishes to thank all who  helped  with  the 

installation and is making many impressive contacts with his new antenna. 

Page 17  



Page 18  

Help Wanted for Mtn. Momma Bike Ride 

July August 

Calendar of Events 

1 — MARA Club Meeting  

2 — PVARC Club Meeting  

3 — Mtn. Momma Bike Ride 

3-4 — August UHF Contest 

4 — Berryville Hamfest /Convention 

6 — VARA Club Meeting  

8 — Augusta ARES Net 

10 — VE Testing Session 

17-18 —  Town of Luray Triathlon 

17-18 —  10GHz & Up Contest—Round 1 

18- Rookie Roundup - RTTY 

18 — Carroll County Tailgate ARRL Hamfest/Convention  

20 — Deadline for September submissionsDeadline for September submissionsDeadline for September submissionsDeadline for September submissions* 

2 — VARA Club Meeting 

4 — 4th of July Holiday 

5 — PVARC Club Dinner Meeting 

6— PVARC ARES Training 

6-7 — IARU HF World Championships 

11 — MARA Club Meeting <— Note Date ChangeNote Date ChangeNote Date ChangeNote Date Change! 

11 — Augusta ARES Net 

13 — Alaska QSO Party 

13-14 — IARU HF World Championship 

18-20 — Bridgewater Lawn Party Public Service Event 

20 — Deadline for August submissions*Deadline for August submissions*Deadline for August submissions*Deadline for August submissions* 

20-21 — CQ VHF Contest 

20-21 — North American QSO Party - RTTY 

21 — MD Hamfest/Convention and Computer Fest 

27-28 — New Jersey QSO Party 

Due to scheduling conflicts ARES training will be the first Saturday of the month at 10:00am at the 

Sheriffs Office  Investigation Building. Hopefully we can get back on track with our ARES training. All are 

welcome, and the July 6 session will hopefully have a presentation by KE4SRI-Don on the Page Packet 

Node, BBS. Also keep in mind that help is still needed for ARES communication at the Triathlon in Luray 

on August 17 and 18, if you could help one or both days it would appreciated.  

Mark Hensley, N4YSA 

PVARC  ARES Training Scheduled 

I would like to put out a call to you guys for help providing SAG/ Communications for a local fund raiser bicycle ride...  
  
For those not familiar with the Mtn Momma, it offers ride from 25, 50, 75 and 100 miles at the same time with overlapping 
routes. 
  
It is on the first weekend in August on Saturday Aug 3rd Saturday Aug 3rd Saturday Aug 3rd Saturday Aug 3rd this year and starts at 8am from the Highland County High School in 
Monterey, VA. 
  
I would like to ask that if at all possible SAG's be there by 7am for assignments. 
  
In  the  past there has been camping allowed at the school and many have taken advantage of that.  There  may  also be  
some  lodging available still at the Highland Inn and Montvalle Motel, now there is probably limited A/C at these locations so 
be aware of that. There are lots of other lodging in the area and you just need to ask.  www . highlandcounty. org   is the local 
chamber of commerce web site, it will give info on a lot of lodging and more info on the ride. 
  
Please email me directly at n5smqw4 . @ gmail.com if you are interested in helping or have more questions before deciding. I 
am keeping a separate list of people that are interested. 
  
Thanks in advanced for your interest and help…                                                                                                                           

Butch, N5SMQButch, N5SMQButch, N5SMQButch, N5SMQ 
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The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association is pleased to announce that the 147.315 repeater 

is now on the air  and  fully  operational.  This  repeater  is located on the campus of Eastern 

Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. The repeater is a low-power, low-altitude, local 

coverage machine, primarily intended to cover the city of Harrisonburg (and the close-in parts of 

Rockingham County west of the city).  

 

However, tests are showing that the repeater coverage is exceeding expectations.  The repeater 

has been worked satisfactorily from a mobile station as far north as Broadway, and as far south 

as Weyers Cave, and as far east  as  Keezletown and  Cross Keys,  although  coverage is  not 

completely solid in all of these areas.  Base stations with high antennas should be able to work 

the machine even farther away. 

 

The 147.315 repeater uses a positive offset (your transmit frequency should be 147.915), and The 147.315 repeater uses a positive offset (your transmit frequency should be 147.915), and The 147.315 repeater uses a positive offset (your transmit frequency should be 147.915), and The 147.315 repeater uses a positive offset (your transmit frequency should be 147.915), and 

requires a subaudible (PL, CTCSS) tone of 131.8.requires a subaudible (PL, CTCSS) tone of 131.8.requires a subaudible (PL, CTCSS) tone of 131.8.requires a subaudible (PL, CTCSS) tone of 131.8. 

 

When programming this repeater, its offset, and PL tone into your radio, be sure you are in VFO 

mode, then make the settings to your radio and write to your selected memory.  Several hams 

have this frequency (and the 145.130 repeater) in their memory, and tried to program the PL by 

recalling the memory then updating the PL tone and writing back to the memory, and wondered 

why the change was only temporary.  Remember:  on  most  radios you  must be in  VFO  mode 

before you can write to a memory channel. 

 

Regardless of where you live, we would appreciate your giving the repeater a try, and see if you 

can raise a QSO. 

 

If you work, live, or even visit in the Harrisonburg area or nearby sections of Rockingham county, you may 

want to put this machine in the memory of all your radios.  We foresee using this machine for many local 

public service-type events that don't require the mountaintop wide-area machines. 

 

Thanks to Rusty Bowman N4YET, Dale Showalter  N4DAI, and Marshall Cooper N4ZKH, for the 

donation of the coordination and the duplexer cans.  Thanks to Sam Lilly KK4QKI and John 

Piotrowski KI4YNA for the transmitter, receiver, and repeater controller.  Thanks to Gerry Brunk 

K4RBZ for arranging with EMU for the use of the site, building, power, and coax cabling.  Thanks 

to  David  Fordham for the masts, antenna,  ground rod,  and lightning  arrestor,  and to  Larry 

Harrison K3JRR for technical assistance, advice, consulting, equipment repair, and the loan of 

test equipment. 

 

Enjoy the new machine, 

David Fordham (KD9LA) and Gerry Brunk (K4RBZ) 

President and Vice-President, on behalf of the Board of MARA 

New Repeater in Harrisonburg: 147.315 MHz, + Offset, PL 131.8 
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ARES Net Control Schedule for July-December:  

If you have a conflict on some night, please let me know or arrange to trade nights with someone else.  

Keep me informed, I'll try to send you a reminder on Saturday or Sunday before the net. 

Thanks for offering to help with the net.  

                                                         Gerald,   KN4FM   Gerald,   KN4FM   Gerald,   KN4FM   Gerald,   KN4FM                    

7/1 KU4XN 

7/8 WF4O 

7/15 KG4KUR 

7/22 K4RBZ 

7/29 KA4EEN 

8/5 K4NRA 

8/12 KN4FM 

8/19 KU4XN 

8/26 K4RMY 

9/2 K4LXG 

9/9 KA4EEN 

9/16 KG4KUR 

9/23 WF4O 

9/30 K4RBZ 

10/7 K4NRA 

10/14 KN4FM 

10/21 KU4XN 

10/28 KG4KUN 

11/4 K4RMY 

11/11 K4LXG 

11/18 K4RBZ 

11/25 KA4EEN 

12/2 K4NRA 

12/9 KN4FM 

12/16 WF4O 

12/23 K4RMY 

12/30 K4LXG 

Several valley hams have been flummoxed when trying to program the new repeaters into 

their radios.  Everything seems to be working fine, but when they go back to the memory 

channel, the PL or offset or something seems to have completely disappeareddisappeareddisappeareddisappeared!   

What’s going on? 

When programming a repeater into your radio’ memory, be sure you are in VFO VFO VFO VFO mode.   

On most radios, you must be in VFO VFO VFO VFO mode, not not not not Memory mode, before before before before writing to a memory 

channel. 

Most of the hams who have experienced trouble (and this includes some of the best of us 

experienced hams!)   have first recalled the repeater frequency from memory, then made 

the changes to PL and/or offset, then tried to write the new data back to memory.    

No can do.No can do.No can do.No can do.    

You must first be in VFO VFO VFO VFO mode!  Get OUT of memory mode, get into VFO mode.  Then dial in 

the repeater frequency, set the transmitter offset and set the proper PL tone frequency, 

and turn on the transmit-PL function.  ONLY THEN can you write to your selected memory.  

Remember: on most radios you must be in VFOVFOVFOVFO mode before you can write to a memory 

channel. 

Does Your Radio Have Trouble Remembering The New PL Tone? 
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VARA Secretary’s Report — May 7th Meeting 

ARES  report:  David  Tanks  AD4TJ,  EC for  Augusta County noted that it is hard to come up with Net Control operators. He 

reminded us that in case of bad weather all should listen to the 146.850 repeater in case assistance is needed. The next net 

will  be  May  9th  at  8  pm  on  the official  Augusta  County  ARES  Simplex  frequency of 146.490. David Fordham KD9LA 

volunteered to run the net for May, and Greg Czerniak W4GRC volunteered for the June net. Thanks, gentlemen! 

Field Day report: Bennie Cook N4BCC, one of the VARA Field Day committee members, said that he and Jeff Rinehart W4PJW 

went to the Todd Lake campground area that was a possibility for Field Day this year. He noted there were no trees for shade 

for camping. The site on the mountain is not going to be available, as the road is damaged, and won't be fixed before July. 

Dave KD9LA mentioned that he is doing a demonstration of ham radio from the Weyers Cave Community Center, but is only 

allowed a small space. The Rockingham County Fairgrounds are out because of the Radio-Controlled  Model  Aircraft event 

happening again at the same time as Field Day. Natural Chimneys was brought up, but has not been looked into yet. John 

thought of an area near the Boy Scout camp( at Swoope? ) that was a large clearing that would work, but no one could think of 

where it was. The next committee meeting will be May 14th at 6 pm at the Mount Crawford Burger King. Alby mentioned the 

camp ground on the Blue Ridge Parkway, but Jeff thought that would be too far for Rockingham County hams to travel, just as 

a site 10 miles west of Broadway would be too far for Augusta County hams to get to. 

Secretary's report:  David  AD4TJ  made a  motion that the March and April minutes be accepted as printed in the April/May 

issue of the Monitor. Seconded and approved. 

Treasurer report: Doug Tippett W8RTN( ex-N8ESW ) gave us the figures for April. Motion was made and seconded to accept the 

report; passed. 

Upcoming events: Dayton Hamfest: John reported on the plans to meet at the Redwood Restaurant in Lexington at 8 am on 

Thursday May 16th, then  go on from t here.  Gordon Batey, WA4FJC reported on the  Riverfest  Public  Service  event,  that 

everything went smoothly. 

New business:  Meeting place:  John  noted that  we are set to meet again at the Country Cooking restaurant for the June 

meeting. The old Shoney's restaurant will be re-opening May 22nd under a new name and run by former employees and 

staffed by everyone who had worked there under Shoney's management. A discussion was held about summer meetings, 

whether to hold them or dispense with them. John thanked David AD4TJ for setting up the meeting place for May and June. 

David KD9LA noted that several older hams have moved to  Augusta County:  Mike McKay W4AZR, Hugh Pettis K3EC, and 

Richard and Phyllis Paxton, KC3AN and N4VZC, respectively. John thought it might be nice to have a group visit those who are 

in assisted-living situations. 

With no other business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, David AD4TJ, VARA Secretary 

Minutes of the VARA Meeting of May 7th, 2013 

The VARA club held its May 7th meeting at the Staunton Country Cooking restaurant, as the 

Shoney's Restaurant unexpectedly closed. President John Keller W4ZAO called the meeting to 

order at 6:58 pm. 23 members and guests were present. Introductions were made. Ray Colvin 

KE4HVR was welcomed back after his health issues were taken care of. The 50/50 winner 

was Alby McCutcheon AD4KZ, winning $9.50. 

ARES report: David Tanks AD4TJ EC for Augusta County noted that it is hard to come up with 

Net Control operators. He reminded us that in case of bad weather all should listen to the 

146.850  repeater in case assistance is needed. The next net will be May 9th at 8 pm on the 

official  Augusta  County  ARES  Simplex  frequency  of  146.490.   David  Fordham, KD9LA 

volunteered to run the net for May, and Greg Czerniak W4GRC volunteered for the June net. 

Thanks, gentlemen! 

My apologies to all for missing this report last month.My apologies to all for missing this report last month.My apologies to all for missing this report last month.My apologies to all for missing this report last month.————EditorEditorEditorEditor    
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The June 4th 2013 meeting of the Valley Amateur Radio Association was held at the Country Cooking restaurant in Staunton. 

The meeting was opened at 7 pm by President W4ZAO John Keller. The usual introductions were made, with 35 members and 

guests present. The winner of the 50/50 drawing was KI4CGI Steve Davis. 

ARES report: EC AD4TJ David Tanks reminded us that  Hurricane  Season officially  began June 1st,  and that we  should  be 

prepared for them, and for tornados, even though we are somewhat sheltered by the mountains surrounding us. The next net 

will be June 13th, at 8 pm, on the Augusta County official simplex frequency of 146.490, with W4GRC Greg Czerniak acting as 

Net Control. 

K4LXG, Ellsworth Neff, our new Section Emergency Coordinator, mentioned that there may be a request for operators for the 

Oklahoma City area where they were hit by a huge tornado. He will keep us informed. 

Secretary's report: the minutes were sent to the new editor on time but got overlooked and left out of June's newsletter, so we 

will have to wait until next month to approve the minutes. 

Treasurer's report: W8RTN Doug Tippett, gave the report; accepted as read. 

Upcoming events: Manassas Hamfest is June 9th Sunday; the ARRL VHF Contest is June 8th and 9th; next weekend is the 

   West Virginia QSO Party, and Kid's Day is June 15th. 

Old business: KD9LA David Fordham reminded us that KT4CB John Spillman is the new editor of the newsletter, and that we 

          could send him  notes of encouragement.  WA4FJC  Gordon  Batey and  KG4OON Mike  Reno checked  out the  

          3500  watt generator that was donated to the club, and that it seemed to work fine. 

New business: Meeting place: the old Shoney's is now the Hometown Grill and Buffet, and John and his wife went there and 

            tried it out, and brought some menus along to pass around for us to look at. After some discussion it was voted 

            and passed that we hold next month's meeting at the Country Cooking again, on July 2nd, and John would talk 

            to the management at Hometown to see if they could modify the back room for more privacy before we decide 

            on going back there or not, as the meeting room out front is very tight. David asked the  manager of  Country  

            Cooking  about July 2nd;  it is  available,  so  we reserved it. 

Field Day: N4BCC Bennie Cook, reported that there will be porta-potties at the Field Day site, and that the club's canopies will 

    be put up for the pot-luck supper Friday. W4PJW Jeff Rinehart said that there are still some volunteers needed for: 

    mowing at the site: Gordon, N4EYZ Wayne Bowyer, and KI4FZV Gary Van  Fossen  volunteered.  Still needed  were  

    volunteers  for the Welcome Center; Ellsworth volunteered himself and his wife.  N4XU  Neal  Layman  has designed 

    the  station's signs;  John volunteered to print them and have them  laminated. Need someone to be in  charge of 

    the  pot-luck supper  details and preparation. Ellsworth volunteered again. And firewood is needed; Gary said he 

    would bring some. 

David KD9LA will have a demonstration of Ham Radio at the Weyers Cave Community Center on the Saturday of Field Day, 

from 2 to 6 pm, and was recruiting some help for it. 

AA2BF Herb Slade picked up some ARRL signs promoting Field Day for distributing in the area. 

KD9LA David had some words of wisdom on how much to put on a sign. 

Jeff gave more details on how to get to the Field Day site, as there are several ways to get there. 

There is no shade, so bring your own, and dress for sunny conditions. 

With no other business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

The program was presented by N4EYZ Wayne, on Tower Safety. It was very informative and interesting. 

Respectfully submitted,   AD4TJ David Tanks VARA Secretary 

VARA Secretary’s Report — June 4th Meeting 
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Bob/WO4MI announced that he was giving a presentation and will demonstrate ham radio to a local youth group on June 12th 
between 6:00 and 6:30 PM and asked that we monitor the Page County ARES Repeater (KQ4D) and “chat” with the kids. He 
will demo both VHF & HF Portable /mobile equipment. He brought the nicely package kit which can be viewed (show & tell) 
after the meeting. 
 
Zory/KB3VQC  brought  two  new  ARRL  publications  which  he thought  might  be of interest to members. The  first  entitled:  
A Social History of Amateur Radio (1901-1950); and,  the second entitled: Small  Antennas  for  Small  Stations.  He  highly 
recommends both books. He also brought a draft copy of a syllabus developed by Rol Anders/K3RA for a Ham Radio 
“Operating Course” based on the ARRL Operating Manual for Radio Amateurs, 10th Edition (2012). This is 3 month course, to 
be conducted weekly at the National Electronics Museum (NEM) in Linthicum, MD (near BWI). Zory felt it might be something 
PVARC could emulate and passed the information to the Secretary who will hold it for discussion at a future meeting. 
 
Our visiting MARA member, Jim/W4POL presented handouts from a recent field trip MARA members made to Sugar Grove, WV 
(Nov. 2012) where they viewed the impressive Wullenweber antennas, underground bunkers and discussed the use of the 
facility by the Navy and the NSA during the “Cold War.” He also had handouts with historical notes on the big 40’ Sugar Grove 
Radio-Telescope used in early classified EME “ experiments.” 
 
John/KT4CB announced that he had brought 100 copies (as authorized  in  the  May  meeting) of  the newly  printed  color 
brochure showing PVARC activities. Treasurers Note: Reimbursement in the amount of $70.00 for 100 copies, as authorized in 
the May meeting was paid in cash to John/KT4CB. The brochures will be distributed at Field Day and made available to the 
Chamber of Commerce for interested valley visitors. Thanks were given to John/KT4CB, Geoffrey/WD4LYO & Zory/KB3VQC for 
their collaborative effort! 
 
Secretary & Treasurers Reports:Secretary & Treasurers Reports:Secretary & Treasurers Reports:Secretary & Treasurers Reports:    
 
The Secretary reported the minutes of last months meeting were printed in The Monitor. A motion was made to approve as 
printed, was seconded, and passed unanimously. 
 
Carol/KA4LAF, the PVARC Treasurer, reported the PVARC checking account at the end of May totaled: $1,434.56. She noted 
the $200 check to Page Valley Repeater Association dated September 29, 2012 has not yet cleared so was voided. This $200 
was added back into the club account in April, 2013, and is reflected in the current balance. The motion to approve the report 
was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
In an effort to make time for the Field Day discussion, Bob/WO4MI called for any abbreviated committee reports. Following a 
question by Tim/AK4CJ regarding possible use of FaceBook as a means to attract attention to the club,  Geoffrey/WD3LYO 
responded as Chairman of the Web Site Subcommittee that it had not been considered, but might be taken up for discussion 
when the web site is finished. 
Sparky/KD4KL asked that someone in the Technical Assistance Committee contact Tony/W3ELE (our eldest member) about reinstalling his 
fallen HF antenna. Mark/N4YSA volunteered to contact Tony and get a working party together to get him back on 
the air.  

PVARC Secretary’s Report — June 7, 2013 

The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club held its bi-monthly business meeting at the Lord Fairfax 

Community College (Luray-Page County Center) in Luray. The meeting was called to order at 

1800 by Bob Forrest/WO4MI, President. The principal purpose of the meeting was to finalize 

plans for the 2013 ARRL Field Day scheduled for the weekend of June 22/23 at Lake Arrow 

Head.  

16 members were in attendance. One visiting ham, Jim Lehman/W4POL, and his XYL, were 

introduced and made welcome. 

Announcements:Announcements:Announcements:Announcements:    

Dave/K4DPF reminded the members that the Town of Luray Triathlon will be held August 
17/18 . He needs to begin lining up help and asked that interested hams contact him as 
soon as possible. He also asked that those that participated in the Memorial Day Parade on 
May 25th in Shenandoah to let him know. 

Continued  
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In the ensuing discussion it was determined  that Zory/KB3VQC  (our 2nd eldest member?)  is also in need of  assistance in reinstalling his 
fallen HF antenna as well! So noted, help is on the way. 
 
At this point in the meeting, Bob/WO4MI recessed the business and asked Dave/K4DPF to discuss plans for 2013 Field Day and gather info 
needed to finalize assignments, menu, equipment, antennas and so forth. 
 
Item 1 – Choice of Saturday evening meal: Mulligatawny Soup or Boeuf Bourguignon for the main course. Vote was even. Chef will decide! 
 
Item 2 – Informal head-count for attendance for each meal throughout the weekend. Numbers recorded. 
 
Item 3 – Far ranging discussion on who will supply  what.  (Your  secretary  lost  count  in  the  melee.)  Items  covered included: portable 
aluminum mast sections, ac  generators & power cords, 2m rig (75w)  and  antennas, solar panel and  batteries, back-up HF rig, and VIP’s to 
be invited by whom. 
 
Let it suffice to say that Dave/K4DPF, went home relatively happy with the results of his “data call.” He concluded by noting that the Chef 
had advised him that the expected food costs were estimated to be $150.00, and he asked the President to call for a motion to allow a 
check to be written to cover that amount. The motion was subsequently made, seconded and passed without objection. The Treasurer was 
directed to make a check out to Morgan Phenix/K4RHD to cover expected expenditures in the amount of $150.00. The ARRL 2013 Field 
Day “Menu du jour” was passed around and will be made a part of the official record. It est fantastique!It est fantastique!It est fantastique!It est fantastique!    
 
There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned @ 1900 with the reminder that the next “eatin’ meetin’” will be held 
at the QTH of Phil/KQ4D. Details will be sent by e-mail before the meeting date: July 5th – stay tuned! 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted June 18,2013 by Sparky/KD4KL, PVARC Secretary 

The FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) on May 23, seeking to raise the fee 

for Amateur Radio vanity call signs by 20 cents. Currently, a vanity call sign costs $15 and is good 

for 10 years.  The new fee, if approved, will go up to $15.20 for 10 years. The FCC is authorized 

by the Communications Act of 1934, as amended to collect vanity call sign fees to recover the 

costs associated with that program.  The NPRM can be found in PDF format at, 

http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2013/db0523/FCC-13-74A1.pdf  

Visit the "Call Sign Renewals or Changes" web page at http://www.arrl.org/call-sign-renewals-or-

changes for complete instructions on how to have the ARRL renew your license for you or for how 

to do it yourself. 

 

License application and renewal information and links to the required forms are available on the 

FCC License Renewals web page at http://www.arrl.org/renewals. The FCC's forms page at 

http://www.fcc.gov/forms also offers the required forms.  

SB QST ARL ARLB013       ARLB013 FCC Seeks Small Vanity Call Sign Fee Increase 

Is your license about to expire?           (The one that let’s you be  radioactive) 

Valerie, daughter of Paul Helbert, WV3J reports that Paul's condition has improved, but she still requests 

prayer as well as thanksgiving. 

Gerry Brunk/K4RBZ  

Prayer Requests 

K4NZ—Dave Jones - Passed away suddenly on 5/30/2013. He was recovering from heart  issues. (by 

Wayne, N4EYZ)   My condolences to his family—Editor 

Area SK’sArea SK’sArea SK’sArea SK’s    

PVARC Secretary’s Report — June 7, 2013 (Continued) 
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MARA Secretary’s Report — June 6th  Meeting 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:31 PM by Vice President Gerald Brunk K4RBZ  

Attendance: 28 present - 25 Members and 3 Guests Introductions made all around. 

New Members: 4 applications put to vote and accepted as new members 

                           Thomas Endress     KJ4MWU 

                           Tripp Denton           KC4GXI 

                           Samuel Lilly             KK4QKI 

                           John Schuster         No Call Yet    (Friend of SK Ham Al McNet N4NOL) 

Important Announcement: Vice President Brunk says that due to the July 4th Holiday being on our  regular meetings 
night, The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc., will hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, July 11 at 
the normal location: the Wood Grill at 1711 Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm. All hams and 
their families are invited and welcome. 

Reports by Committees:  

ARES/RACES: Elsworth Neff K4LXG advised hams to be on standby for any weather related emergencies with Tropic 
  Storm Andrea. 

Public Service:. Gayle Shull KU4XN says that Bridgewater City is requesting help with its parade and events on July 
  19-20th. 

Volunteer Examiners: Gayle KU4XN The next testing session is on June 8th at the Woodman of the World. 

Repeater Committee:  440 repeater is still not working.. Repairs are underway. 

                                  145.130 is working fine 

                                  147.315 (131.8) at EMU is again working. Sam Lilly KK4QKI and John Piotrowski KI4YNA kindly  

      donated a repeater and controller. This is a low altitude repeater but has good coverage. 

Field Day Committee: Herb Slade, AA2BF, Publicity Chairman, distributed flyers to be posted on businesses. He ad-
vised to remove them when the event is over to keep good relations with the businesses. The Field Day Site is at Todd 
Lake this year and Dave Fordham KD9LA will be holding an open alternate site at the Weyers Cave Community Center, 
a easier to get to facility, for the general public. This will be from 2 until 6 PM on Saturday. 

Other Announcements:  Bob Dixon W8HGH was concerned that Ham Radio gets little News Coverage for all the good 
that we do. He also will be presenting an upcoming program at the MARA meeting on what kind of information and logs 
and records you should have in your station in case the FCC stops by or you get RFI complaints. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: None 

50/50: won by Robert Monger KK4OLV  $10.00 split from total $20.00 collected.  

Motion to Adjourn, seconded, passed. 

Program: We had a great show-and-tell. 

Paul Wyse W4PFM has been a ham since 1954. He began as a Novice and got his Conditional in 1955. He then talked 
about many of the exotic places that he lived and worked and hammed as a missionary. One was Peru. He appeared on 
the front of CQ magazine with a large snake on his ham shack table. He talked about the problems of operating in the 
tropics and high altitude. After having fun with high power amps and blowing out the 572 tubes because they were 
mounted sideways and needed more cooling air, he got into QRP. 

He showed his trophy for getting a #5 DXCC with QRP.  He also showed a lot of other interesting wallpaper. We worked 
OSCAR as well a 40 countries in a 5 hour 6 meter opening. He got a 5 Band DXCC in 1973 from Peru. 

Minutes respectfully Submitted June 17,2013 by Dennis Phillips, NS4K  MARA Secretary 
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Need input! 
Hi folks, 

This is your newsletter. Let’s make it an informative one. I need 

articles for the newsletter! My email is:   

kt4cb . va @ aol.com 

Don’t forget the dot.Don’t forget the dot.Don’t forget the dot.Don’t forget the dot.    

The club newsletter, the Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via 

email distribution, in PDF format.  However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the 

newsletter editor directly of all changes in email address.  Electronic back issues will be provided free to 

members on request. 

Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club 

officers to receive a hardcopy of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version.   However, 

the hardcopy requires additional production and delivery time and is not guaranteed to arrive before the 

scheduled monthly club meeting dates. 

Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting) 

should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution.  

Members who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the 

Monitor email attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.   

MARA Treasurer’s Report  
MARA Treasurer’s Report 
May 21, 2013 – June 20, 2013 
 
 Beginning Balance May 20, 2012 (Last Report)     $ 3,363.88 
  Add:      0.00 
 
  Total Deposits             $ 0.00 
 
  Less: Bank Fee (May)            $  - 2.00 
  SVEC (May)            $ -21.24 
 
  Total Disbursements          $ -23.24 
 
 Ending Balance as of June 20, 2013      $ 3,340.64 
 

 

Submitted by Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC, MARA Treasurer 
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MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President: David Fordham, KD9LA  

Vice President:  Gerry Brunk, KB4RBZ 

Secretary: Dennis Phillips, NS4K  

Treasurer: Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC 

Board (exp 2013): Bob Van Fossen, K4DJG  

Board (exp 2014):  Andrew Pearson, N4RCE 

 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 

at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  

the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 

PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

 

President:  John Keller W4ZAO 

Vice President:  Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW  

Secretary:  David Tanks, AD4TJ 

Treasurer:  Doug Tippett, N8ESW 

Program Manager:  Al Bonck N3JB 

 

 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month. 

at the Westside Grill on West Beverley Street 

in Staunton, Virginia  

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, 

the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are welcome 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

Doug Tippett 

2348 Mosley St. 

Waynesboro VA 22980 

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc. 

for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  

to all club members in good standing. 

Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies. 

Contact the president of your respective club  

for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  

starting a few months after publication. 

Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships, 

the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a 

timely basis to individuals who are not club members. 

Occasional complimentary current copies are 

provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies 

at club expense to various constituencies. 

Contact your respective club officers for more information. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  

Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the 

Fair Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

President:  Bob Forrest, WO4MI 

Vice President:  Mark Hensley N4YSA 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Mike “Sparky” Terry, KD4KL 

Board Member:  Morgan Phenix K4RHD 

Board Member:  :  Geoffrey Phillips, WD4LYO 

 

http://www.k4pmh.org 

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month:  Odd-

numbered Months at Luray Southern Grill on Highway 

340 south of Luray and even-numbered Months at Lord  

Fairfax Community College in Luray  

The meeting begins at 6:00 pm 

 

Visitors are welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

Sparky Terry 

PO Box 649 

Luray VA 22835-0649 



MARA/VARA/PVARC 

Return Service Requested 

MARA 

 VARA 

  PVARC 

c/o John Spillman 

168 Bosley Drive Ext. 

Stanley, VA 22851 

Phone: 540-778-1332 

Email: kt4cb.va@aol.com 


