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The Massanu
en Amateur Radio Associa�on, Inc., will hold its monthly mee�ng on Thursday, July 3rd, at the Wood Grill on Reservoir 

Street in Harrisonburg.  Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.  Mee�ng starts at 7:30 PM. All hams and their families are invited and welcome.   

MARA Meeting:  July 3rd 

The Valley Amateur Radio Associa�on, will hold its July 1st mee�ng at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger 

Lane, Staunton, VA. Direc�ons: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte. 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the 

le: across the street from Mrs. Rowe’s.  Dinner starts at 6:00pm, and the general mee�ng begins at 7:00pm.  

VARA Meeting:  July 1st     

PVARC Meeting:  July 11th 

The Page Valley Amateur Radio  Club will hold its regular mee�ng on the Second Friday, July 11th at 

6:30pm at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room in Luray.  All hams and their guests are invited. 

Friday Luncheon: Hometown Grille and Buffet, Staunton 

The Friday weekly casual lunch mee�ngs are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA at 11:00AM. 

Direc�ons: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the le: across the street from Mrs. 

Rowe’s. 

This month only! 

DUE TO THE HOLIDAY 

Whassit?Whassit?Whassit?Whassit?    

Guess what it is.  Hint: It is an early electronic component, s�ll in  common use to-

day.  (Answer in this issue) 
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How prepared are we for an emergency situa�on where our ser-

vices are required to provide emergency communica�on?  As I 

write this, there are floods and wild fires occurring in different 

parts of the country.  We have not had this type of event for 

quite a long �me, but that is no reason to suggest we won't have 

to provide this service any�me in the near future. 

 

How many of us have a kit that is ready to go and will provide for 

our personal needs for a couple of days, including food, water, 

radio, antenna, power supply and other needs?  How many of us 

have thought about what we need to include in that kit (there 

are list available on the Internet)? 

 

What about what we will have to do once we arrive at the sight 

where our help is needed, will we know how to do basic things 

like program our radios on different frequencies, including tones 

for different repeaters, set up our radio and an antenna or pass 

MARA President’s Message 

traffic in an accurate and speedy 

manner?  FEMA has an Independent 

Study Program available in the Inter-

net (training.fema.gov/IS) it is free, 

and provides a lot of useful infor-

ma�on.  Each of the courses take a 

couple of hours to complete and 

includes a cer�ficate that you can 

print when the course is finished, 

but how many of us have even thought about spending the �me 

to beEer prepare us for the occasion when our help is needed? 

 

So, should we con�nue to hope our help is never needed, or 

should we do something to get ready for the occasion when we 

are needed? 

73, Gerald, KN4FM 

Valley of the Shenandoah 

How magnificent is our world! 

My spirits have o: been exalted by: 

Walking jungle paths in Central America; 

Sailing the beau�ful Mediterranean Sea; 

Hiking the coastal paths of Britain; 

Climbing Ayer’s Rock in Australia’s outback; 

Visi�ng the frozen tundra in the far North; 

Marveling at thermal displays in Yellowstone; 

Circumnaviga�ng around Cape Horn; 

Touring majes�c mountains in the American West. 

 

Yes, magnificent as these places may be 

None are more beau�ful, none more lovely, 

Than the valley called Shenandoah. 

It is a rolling land of open grass spaces 

Interspersed with mature woodlands. 

Outcroppings of bluish grey limestone scaEered 

Like dice, as though by a gigan�c hand. 

 

Modern highways and ci�es dot the valley 

But there are small towns, villages, hamlets, 

Open country and shadowy forests to explore. 

Rural byways, some yet unpaved, 

Give access to hidden treasures. 

Green fields abound – populated by fat caEle. 

Vast expanses of corn ripen under the sun. 

Orchards groan under their weight of fruit. 

The land is watered by its rivers, 

Its many creeks, small streams, and brooks. 

And the en�re valley is ringed 

By rank upon rank of blue-�nged mountains. 

 

On a bright Sunday morn as I depart my church 

This verdant valley lies spread before me. 

The prospect is a sermon to my soul. 

Valley of story, valley of song, 

Surely God has smiled upon you. 

Daughter of the Stars, 

Shenandoah, Oh Shenandoah! 

By Nelson M. Seese,   May 2014 
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Duplexers / Duplexers and others 

I would like to put out a call to you guys for help providing SAG/ Communica�ons for a local fund 

raiser bicycle ride... 

For those not familiar with the Mtn Momma, it offers ride from 25, 50, 75 and 100 miles at the 

same �me with overlapping routes. 

It is on the first weekend in August on Saturday Aug 2nd this year and starts at 8am from the High-

land County High School in Monterey, VA. 

I would like to ask that if at all possible SAG's be there by 7am for assignments. 

In the past there has been camping allowed at the school 

and many have taken advantage of that. There may also be 

some lodging available s�ll at the Highland Inn and Montvalle Motel, now there is probably limited A/C at these 

loca�ons so be aware of that. There are lots of other lodging in the area and you just need to ask. 

www.highlandcounty.org is the local chamber of commerce web site, it will give info on a lot of lodging and more 

info on the ride. 

Please email Butch Washer directly at n5smqw4@gmail.com or me at wd4itn@yahoo.com if you are interested in 

helping or have more ques�ons before deciding. I am keeping a separate list of people that are interested. 

Thanks in advanced for your interest and help… 

Jerry Moats, WD4ITN 

Mtn. Momma Bike Ride 

Yeah, duplexers were/are typically two to four "cavity resona-
tors".  It's basically a cylinder that is tuned to a single frequen-
cy, there being two kinds, band pass and band reject.  Typical-
ly you have one of each for the repeater inputand output fre-
quencies, running the transmitter through one pair and the 
transmitter through another.  Bandwidth is measured in a very 
few tens of kilohertz. 
 
Diplexers are tuned circuits whose bandwiths are measured in 
tens to over a hundred Megahertz. 
 
Diamond used to call theirs "diplexers" until this year, actually. 
 
Then there is one in the middle, a helical resonator.  The band-
width on those is in between. 
 
The Q of a diplexer is low. 
 
Diplexer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplexer 
 
Duplexer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duplexer 
 
Cavity resontor: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavity_resonator#Cavity_resonat
ors 
 
Helical resonator: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helical_resonator 
 
I liken the blurring of the definitions to the blurring of the defi-
nition of "chagrin".  It has gone from "embarassment" to 

"regret". 
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Your Field Day CommiEee for VARA and MARA met 

for its third and last �me on Friday the 13
th

 (No Wor-

ries!), supported by stalwart help from last year’s 

commiEee members.  We had a total of 10 current 

members, and everyone pitched in to make this final 

mee�ng a clean wrap –up.  It’s �me to recognize the 

devoted work that has been taken on by your com-

miEee. 

First of all, it was essen�al that the bonus point re-

sponsibili�es be picked up by others, so your com-

miEee chairman could do the organiza�on job.  A 

big part of that bonus point detail was taken on by 

Anne Underwood, KA1LSK, who has handled the 

publicity.  One evidence of her success will appear in 

the Daily News Record today (June 18
th

), which is 

prin�ng her FD news release.  The News Leader and 

WSVA also have received her news releases. She has 

sent invita�ons to elected and served agency offi-

cials, to visit us during FD at Todd Lake Leading 

Ridge.  Among other things, she has posted an-

nouncements at JMU and EMU with direc�ons to 

the FD site.  She will be gathering the documenta-

�on to be sent to ARRL via Sandy Mullins, K4BZC, as 

part of our FD packet.  Timeliness has been her by-

word, and she has done a fine job of that, too! 

Second, we had the regular benefit of past com-

miEee member, Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW, the “Go To” 

guy for all ques�ons of  “Who, What, and Where” 

for materials stored and/or available, plus a genera-

tor and extra gas.  Bob VanFossen, K4DJG, another 

stalwart from last year’s commiEee, providing the 

CW shelter, and the keying interface (to the logging 

computer) and manual tuner for the CW shelter. 

Third, a number of commiEee members, past and 

present, have volunteered for Field Day service.  

These include Josh Johnson, K4OOD, a “newby”, 

pitching in with seUng up the Welcome Center and 

its Visitor’s Log, plus a sign-up rota�on for people 

“manning” the Welcome Center.  Bob Steere,  

N1QEQ, a past commiEee member, is providing 

2014 Field Day’s A2014 Field Day’s A2014 Field Day’s A2014 Field Day’s A----Comin’!Comin’!Comin’!Comin’!    

handout and illustra�ve Field Day info, and pre-

sen�ng an educa�onal ac�vity, and Wayne Bowyer, 

N4EYZ, is in charge of the snack and drink equip-

ment and supplies (and midnight coffee!!).  The Wel-

come Center will be well supplied! 

Several commiEee members (past and present) have 

volunteered for the crucial work of seUng up and 

taking down the opera�ng shelters, generators, solar 

panels (for natural power), antennas, and trailering 

equipment to and from the FD site.  These include 

Greg Czerniak, W4GRC, who will set up the signage 

for the site, and take pix for bonus point documenta-

�on, he also heads the “pin” commiEee and will 

trailer VARA equipment, Bennie Cook, N4BCC, ar-

ranging for the all-important portapoEy and bringing 

equipment and gas, Josh Johnson, K4OOD, mowing 

along with Gordon Batey, WA4FJC, and trailering 

firewood.  Ellsworth Neff , K4LXG, trailering to/from 

MARA storage, providing regulated solar power, and 

manning the Welcome Center, and Bob VanFossen, 

K4DJG with others not men�oned, seUng up and 

taking down the antennas, round out the general 

essen�al support  Also not men�oned, are those 

who intend to sign up for opera�ng/logging s�nts at 

the phone, CW, and VHF/UHF shelters, when the 

sign-up sheets are posted. 

Not to be forgoEen is the seldom seen but essen�al 

non-commiEee member for each MARA/VARA Field 

Day event for several years.  That is Sandy Mullins, 

K4PZC.  Each year, Sandy has supplied the logging 

computers and N3FJP so:ware, the info packets 

(band plan, sign-up sheets, propaga�on MUFs, etc.).  

Each year, we collect the documenta�on to send 

him, with which he combines the FD logs and for-

wards our package via the b4h.net applet to ARRL.  

He lives across the state in Northern Neck, but 

spends the week at the Field Day site, camping out 

with the rest of us.  He provides his Propane genera-

tor power for one or more opera�ons shelters, too. 

While several ladies and gents have not been specifi-
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cally men�oned for their helps and/or desires to be 

available for FD opera�ons on the air, and helping 

out to get the set-up and take-down work done, eve-

ry one of you have been, or will be, essen�al to the 

success of this year’s VARA/MARA Field Day.   

Is it a lot of work?   

You bet!  But with the strong support of you volun-

teers, we are in good shape for the big event from 

Friday, June 27 – Sunday, June 29. 

Thank the commiEee members and other volunteers 

when you see them, and remember the support that 

will be needed again when next year’s volunteers are 

asked to raise their hands!  It’s your Field Day. 

73, 

Herb Slade, AA2BF, Chairman, MARA/VARA Field 

Day Commi
ee 

Aerial view of Todd Lake Leading Ridge 

CAUTION!!! 

Field Day participation may be 

hazardous to your looks! 
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The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club held its monthly business mee�ng 

in the Page County EOC Training Room in Luray on this date.  The 

mee�ng was called to order at 1830 by Bob Forrest/WO4MI, President.  

. 

Dr. Patrick Sprague (a local den�st) was introduced and made welcome. 

He will be taking his exams tomorrow and hopes to become “one of us” 

as a result.  Good Luck, Patrick!! 

Announcements:  Sparky/KD4KL announced that he, and XYL Carol/

KA4LAF, had raised $640 on their equipment sale, thanks to the gener-

osity of PVARC members.  As promised, 50% ($320.00) has been depos-

ited in the PVARC bank account.   

 

Secretary & Treasurers Reports: 

The Secretary reported the minutes of last months mee�ng were print-

ed in The Monitor.  Following a small correc�on no�ced by Dave/

K4DPF, a mo�on to approve them was made, seconded and passed 

unanimously. 

Carol/KA4LAF, the PVARC Treasurer, reported the PVARC checking ac-

count at the end of May totaled: $1,540.56.  PeEy Cash: $32.00, Donut 

Fund:  $10.47 (before purchase of donuts for this month’s mee�ng), 

Cash on Hand:  $1,583.03.  The mo�on to approve the report was 

made, seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

In an effort to make �me for field day planning, Bob/WO4MI asked if 

there were any abbreviated commiEee reports.  With no reports forth-

coming, Tim/AK4CJ led a far ranging discussion of pending/unresolved 

field day issues including, but not limited to the following:  Needed 

someone to provide iambic paddles for CW opera�on – Bob/WO4MI 

volunteered to bring one.  In answer to the ques�on of Boy Scout par-

�cipa�on, Zory/KB3VQC outlined planning efforts by several troop 

leaders.  Troop 100 will plan for a “camp-out” at the field day site if 

they can obtain approval.  Other 

troop leaders: Chuck Butler, Tom-

my PiEs (Troop 7) and Dale Mc 

Master (Troop 289) have indicated 

an interest in visi�ng our field day 

opera�on.  There was some dis-

cussion of Merit Badge training; 

and, including Girl Scouts in the 

program as well.  Invita�ons to 

public officials are ongoing, those 

that promised to make contact have not yet received confirma�ons but 

will follow up in the next few days.  The general feeling was that every-

thing that needs to be done - has been done!  See you there!! 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  With the passing of Geoffrey/WD4LYO a discussion on 

what to do about the PVARC Website.  Following a technical discussion 

Dave/K4DPF agreed to work on re-establishing the website using a differ-

ent approach, very much like the one he created (and is familiar with) 

currently used for ARES ac�vi�es.  He will look into this and report back.  

Thanks, Dave!! 

Bob/WO4MI announced that a nomina�ng commiEee will be formed next 

month in prepara�on for elec�ons in December.  Please consider volun-

teering for (or accep�ng) a leadership role in PVARC. 

Finally, in considera�on of the fact that our next mee�ng falls on the Forth 

of July, it was proposed that we meet on the following Friday, July 11
th

 so 

members and families can spend the holiday together.  A mo�ons was 

made to that effect and seconded to allow the change, passing unani-

mously. 

Bob/WO4MI then called for a mo�on to adjourn @ 1920. 

SubmiEed by: Sparky Terry/KD4KL, PVARC Secretary 

 

PVARC Secretary’s Report 

  June 6, 2014  Meeting 
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Geoffrey Phillips/WD4LYO passed away on May 9, 2014 at his home in Luray a:er baEling cancer for nearly a year.  Geoffrey was one of the early found-

ers of PVARC and a member of our Board of Directors and Webb Master of our club website.   

 

Geoffrey was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1935.  He served in the Royal Air Force as an Electronics Technician and studied at the University of London.  

He immigrated to Montreal, Canada in 1965, later immigra�ng to the United States in 1967.  Geoffrey worked in the computer industry as a systems ana-

lyst and project engineer, and also as a professional photographer.  He married his XYL, Susan in 1973.  In 1993 Geoffrey was awarded a B.A. in Individual-

ized Studies with a focus on substance abuse counseling from George Mason University.  His hobbies included photography, computers, reading and ama-

teur radio.  He led a full life and will be missed by his family and many friends.  Rest in Peace, Geoffrey! 

Silent Keys 

1. When you look at a full moon and wonder how much antenna gain 

you will need.  

2. When a friend gets a ride from you and remarks that you have a lot of 

"CB's" in your vehicle, it turns into an hour long rant on how "ham ra-

dio" is not "CB radio".  

3. When someone asks for direc�ons, you pause, wondering if long or 

short path would be best.  

4. When you can look at a globe and be able to point to your an�pode 

(and you know what an an�pode is).  

5. Your cell-phone ring tone is a Morse code message.  

6. You have accidentally said your Amateur Radio call sign at the end of 

a telephone conversa�on.  

7. Your favorite vaca�on spots are always on mountain tops.  

8. You no�ce more antennas than road signs while driving your car.  

9. You have driven onto the shoulder of the road while looking at an 

antenna.  

10. Porcupines appear to be fascinated with your car.  

11. If you ever tried to figure out the opera�ng frequency of your micro-

wave oven.  

12. For Bachelors: When you look around your bedroom and see wall to 

wall ham gear and ask: Why am I s�ll single?  

13. The local city council doesn't like you.  

14. You think towers look preEy.  

15. Your family doesn't have a clue what to get you for Christmas, even 

a:er you tell them.  

16. Your HF amplifier puts out more power than the local AM and FM 

radio sta�ons.  

17. The wife and kids are away. The first thing that goes through your 

head is that no one will bother you while you call "CQ DX" a few hun-

dred �mes.  

18. When you pull into a donut shop and the cops on their coffee break 

ask if they can see your radio setup.  

19. You refer to your children as your "Harmonics".  

20. Your girlfriend or wife asks: "You're going to spend $X,XXX.XX on 

what???  

21. You actually believe you got a good deal on an eBay purchase.  

22. When you see a house with a metal roof, and your only thought is 

what a great ground plane for an antenna that would be.  

23. You have pictures of your radio equipment as your opening page on 

your desktop computer.  

24. Every family vaca�on includes a stop at a Ham radio store.  

25. The first ques�on you ask the new car dealer is: "What is the alter-

nator's current output"?  

26. You buy a brand new car based on the radio moun�ng loca�ons and 

antenna moun�ng possibili�es. Forget about the gas mileage. 

27. You have tapped out Morse code on your car's horn.  

28. A lightning storm hits nearby and takes out your new Laptop Com-

puter, Plasma TV, DVD Recorder and Electronic Wall Telephone, but all 

you care about is if your radios are okay.  

29. Your wife has had to ride in the back seat of the car because you 

had radio equipment in the front seat.  

30. During a love making session with your wife,  you stop to answer a 

DX call on the radio.  

31. Your wife threatens you with divorce when you tell her that you are 

going on a "fox" hunt.  

32. Talking about male and female connectors makes you feel excited.  

33. You dream of big, comfortable, knobs, but not on women.  

34. When you are house hun�ng, you look for the best room for a ra-

dio shack and scan the  property for the best possible tower place-

ment.  

35 . When house hun�ng, you give your realtor topographical maps 

which show local eleva�ons.  

36. The real estate agent scratches his/her head  when you ask if the 

soil conduc�vity is high,  medium, or low.  

37. You have Ham radio magazines in the bathroom.  

38. When your doorbell rings, you immediately shut down the amplifi-

er.  

39. Fermenta�on never enters your mind when "homebrew" is men-

�oned.  

40. Instead of just saying no, you say "nega�ve".  

41. You have used a person's name (Roger) to  indicate an acknowl-

edgement.  

42. You become impa�ent wai�ng for the latest  Amateur Electronic 

Supply (AES) catalog to  arrive.  

43. You have found yourself whistling "CQ" using Morse code.  

44. You always schedule the third weekend in May for a vaca�on.  

45. You walk carefully in your back yard to avoid being "close lined" by 

elevated antenna radials and low antennas.  

46. You have deep anxiety or panic aEacks during high winds or heavy 

ice storms. 

47. You and the FedEx/UPS men are on a first name basis.  

48. You really start to miss people that you've never seen.  

49. Your exercise machine has a Morse code keyer.  

50. You walk through the plumbing sec�on at the  hardware store 

(Lowes or Home Depot) and  see antenna and tower parts.  

51. Your neighbors thought you were nuts when you ripped up your 

lawn to bury chicken wire for a ground system.  

52. Your next door neighbor thinks that your wife is  a widow.  

53. Your wife has delivered meals to your "ham shack".  

54. If you sold all your radio equipment, you could pay off your home 

mortgage.  

Reprint permission is granted for non-commercial use. © 2007 - 

Charles Winkler 

You Might be Addicted to Ham Radio if... 



MARA Secretary’s Report 

  June 5, 2014  Meeting 

8 July 2014  | The Monitor 

Mee�ng Called to Order at 7:30 PM by President  Gerald Nauman/ 

KN4FM 

 The mee�ng was at the Wood Grill . 

A
endance: A total of 34 people aEended of which 5  were guests. 

Introduc�ons were made all around. 

New Members: Vo�ng was done for :   Jim Clymer WS6X and Eric Pults 

K9JEP and Chis Shirkey KI4BAQ  and Arnauld “ScoEy” Scafidi WB3FGH   

All were accepted into membership.  There were no first read-

ings this month. 

Secretary Minutes: Approved as printed in the June 2014  issue of The 

Monitor 

Treasurer Report:  Approved as printed in the June 2014  issue of The 

Monitor 

 Reports by Commi
ees 

 VE Commi
ee:  Tes�ng Session will be June 14th at 9:00AM at the 

Woodman of the World Building  on Route 42 North of Dayton 

Public Service: Help is needed for the July 16,17, 18 Bridgewater Pa-

rade. 

ARES/RACES: Bryan Daniels K4RMY needs help tracking down interfer-

ence on 460 by 625. Some suggested it was coming from a Page Coun-

ty repeater. 

Repeaters:    440     Working well. A trip is planned to go up the moun-

tain and trim grass and tweak the repeater. 

                       145.130   There are s�ll issues with sta�c. 

                       147.315  Now up and running fine  

                       147.225  is being repaired.                                                 

Old Business:   Field Day is the last weekend of June 2014 MARA is 

Chairing this year. Herb Slade AA2BF Chairman. He asked for help in 

the Welcome sta�on as well as  set-up and tear down. He reminded us 

to be careful and courteous and respect the rules in the camping area 

because we are there at the pleasure of the Park Rangers.  

 This year there will be no GOTA sta�on and not VHF-UHF opera-

�on.   Contact Herb. His E-Mail is:      Herbslade@comcast.net  

New Business: None 

Announcements:  Dennis Phillips NS4K, MARA, Secretary is moving 

from Harrisonburg back to Orlando, Florida at the end 

of June. He explained that he has lived here for 5 years 

and has been a member of MARA since then. He is 

sorry to leave his MARA Ham friends and to resign as 

your Secretary.   

Mo�on to Adjourn:  Seconded, passed. 

The 50/50 Drawing : The pot was a total of $35  and 

the split was worth $17.50 and won again this month 

by Gayle Shull KU4XL. 

Due to new tax laws, the Wood Grill �p is no longer a 

part of the bill, so dinners are reminded to remember 

your server with a generous �p.  

Program: The topic  was ELF opera�on and presented by Jim Lehmen 

W4POL.  

Jim provided a hand out with the Low Frequency spectrum and ex-

plained what happens “down there”.  

The band runs from about 10 Htz to 500 Htz. He explained there are 

experimental USA Ham opera�ons at 472 to 479 Khz.  The Bri�sh have 

a Ham band at 135 to 138 Khz.  

There is an unlicensed band where “Lowfers” operate at 160 to 190 

Khz (1750-meter band?)  They are limited to 1 waE and a 50 foot an-

tenna.  

That is similar to using an antenna the length of a pencil  being used on 

80 meters.  The efficiency is horrible.  

 "Trideco" antenna tower array at the US Navy's Naval Radio Sta�on 

Cutler in Cutler, Maine, USA. The central mast is the radia�ng element, 

while the star-shaped horizontal wire array is the capaci�ve top load. 

About 1.2 miles in diameter, it communicates with submerged subma-

rines at 24 kHz at a power of 1.8 megawaEs, the most powerful radio 

sta�on in the world. 

Early in radio history, Hams were given what was thought to be useless 

frequencies above 1 Megahertz. Most “Radio” was all low and medium 

frequency opera�on. The frequencies  below 500 Khz have always 

been used by mostly the government. Perhaps Hams will be given a 

band there to experiment. 

 Respec]ully submiEed, 

 Dennis Phillips,  MARA Secretary 

Program:  ELF Operation 
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 The June 3
rd

 2014 mee�ng of the Valley Amateur Radio Associa-

�on was held at the Hometown Grill and Buffet Restaurant in 

Staunton. President Greg Czerniak, W4GRC, brought the 

mee�ng to order at 7 pm. 18 members and guests were present 

and introduced themselves.  Bennie Cook N4BCC was the 50/50 

drawing winner, winning $8.00, which he graciously donated 

back to the club. 

ARES Report: David Tanks, AD4TJ, EC:  He noted that there was 

the possibility of another Derecho event, so everyone should �e 

things down, and be prepared for power outages. He reminded 

us that Hurricane season started on the 1
st

 of June.The next net 

will be the 2
nd

 Thursday of the month, June 12th at 8 pm on the 

146.850 repeater. He is always looking for Net Control opera-

tors. 

Field Day: the next mee�ng would be on June 13th.  

Secretary's report: David AD4TJ made a mo�on that the 

minutes be approved as printed in the newsleEer; seconded 

and passed. 

Treasurer's report: No report at this �me. 

Updates: Dan Beidler KE4JSX sent Greg a note about a Self-

Reliance Demonstra�on event that is going to be at Expo on 

September 27
th

, and he has offered us a table, for free, to use to 

VARA Secretary’s Report 

  June 3, 2014  Meeting 

set up a demonstra�on of Am-

ateur Radio, from 9 am to 4 

pm( we would not have to be 

there the whole �me ). A mo-

�on was made that we take 

him up on the offer, and it was 

2nded and passed. Greg, Gor-

don Batey WA4FJC, and 

Wayne Bowyer N4EYZ volun-

teered to help out. It was men-

�oned that maybe some MA-

RA members would like to help out. 

New business: Greg reminded us of the Public Service events 

that are happening in October.  

 Field Day field maintenance details were discussed. Also, 

MaEhew Huffman KD4UPL and Ray Ritchie K4NRA are planning 

on a small VHF sta�on for Field Day. 

With no other topics or business to conduct, the mee�ng was 

adjourned at 7:23 pm. 

The program was given by David and Greg on using the N3FJP 

so:ware at Field Day. 

Respec]ully submiEed,     David Tanks AD4TJ VARA Secretary 

 

  

 Beginning Balance May 20, 2014 (Last Report)    $ 2,911.41 

 Add:             $           .00 

   

              Total Deposits   $          .00 

 

 

 Less:      SVEC (May)     $       -22.87 

  

 

   Total Disbursements  $    -22.87 

 

 

 Ending Balance as of June 20, 2014     $ 2,888.54 

 

 

 

Submi�ed by Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC, MARA Treasurer 

MARA Treasurer’s Report 

May 21, 2014  to  June 20, 2014 
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WA4NUF Takes Two Plaques From 

Virginia QSO Party 

July 2014  | The Monitor 

The local hams were well represented at the Manas-

sas hamfest on Sunday, June 8, 2014.  In addi�on to 

Gene WA4NUF (who by the way won two plaques at 

the awards ceremony for the Virginia QSO Party -- 

see separate ar�cle), other hams discovered brows-

ing the aisles of the tailga�ng area included Jim 

W4SIU, Dave KD9LA, Sco
 W4GSB, Gene KJ4HFO, 

and Paul KK4IRS.  Meanwhile, inside the air condi-

�oning, several more valley hams were seen ambling 

around:  Bob K4DJG, Phil KQ4D, Larry K3JRR, Deiter 

KI4STU, Caren KG4IFR, Morgan K4RHD, and Bob 

WO4MI.  John K4YNA and Brenda KK4UNK were 

seen siUng on the bleachers at the awards ceremony 

pavilion.  Sadly, none of the valley hams won the 

Grand Prize drawing.  Maybe next year? 

Gene Sullivan, WA4NUF, earned not one, but two 

(2, count 'em, 2) plaques out of the 26 available in 

the Virginia QSO Party for 2014.   Gene was pre-

sented with the plaques at the awards ceremony 

held at the 40th annual Ole Virginia Hams ham-

fest in Manassas on Saturday, June 8, 2014.   

  

This year's QSO party received 379 logs.  This 

compares very favorably with the "big boys" of 

QSO Par�es.  For example, California (the largest) 

received just over 800 logs, while Florida (second 

largest) received 403 logs, which isn't all that 

much greater than Virginia's (in 3rd place).  Virgin-

ia's QSO party was  followed closely in size by 

Pennsylvania with 367 logs. 

 

Gene scored 83,444 points, taking the High Score 

Single Operator Phone Low Power plaque, even 

though he worked only one band (40 

meters) and only SSB the en�re con-

test.  He also took home the High Score 

Single Band Low Power plaque.   

  

Gene made 2-way contacts with 96 of 

the 133 coun�es and independent ci�es during 

the contest.  When asked how he managed to win 

this year, a:er coming close in past years, he an-

swered, "I stayed on the air a few more hours this 

year." 

  

Other local hams also worked the QSO party and 

did quite well.   

  

For example, John Keller W4ZAO won the high 

score in Augusta County for Single Operator 

phone, with 74,484 points contac�ng 85 coun�es/

ci�es.  David Tanks AD4TJ, scored 16,194, with 32 

coun�es/ci�es all on CW. Jason Armentrout, 

N4DSL, scored 35,438 on phone, contac�ng 67 

coun�es/ci�es.  Dave Firestone, K4DPF, scored 

78533 in Page County, contac�ng 73 coun�es/

ci�es.  Morgan Phenix, K4RHD, scored 5292, con-

tac�ng 42 coun�es/ci�es.  Several other local hams 

also par�cipated, and we apologize for those we 

failed to iden�fy. 

Local Hams Attend OLE  

VIRGINIA HAMS HAMFEST  

In Manassas 

Gene (right) receiving his plaques at the 

Manassas Hamfest  

Thanks Dave for the ar�cles. Ed. 
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The next Volunteer Examiner Session is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 9th, at the Woodmen of the World building on Highway 

42 (John Wayland Highway) just north of Dayton Virginia.  Sign-

in starts at 9:00 am, followed immediately by tes�ng.  If you are 

an accredited VE and would like to help, contact Gayle Shull, 

KU4XN, at  gshu7411@gmail.com.   

Gayle Shull, KU4XN 

VE Testing Sessions 

The first patented transformer, 

built  in  1885   by  William 

Stanley.  

Rockingham/Harrisonburg ARES s�ll needs to update the database of 

member informa�on and gain some new members. If you have been a 

par�cipant in Rockingham/Harrisonburg ARES in the past I would appre-

ciate you upda�ng your informa�on by filling out the Google form be-

low, this would include any public service events that Rockingham / 

Harrisonburg ARES and/or MARA have par�cipated in. 

 

Also, if you haven't par�cipated but would like to ( even if you are not a 

resident of Rockingham/Harrisonburg) I would ask you to fill in the 

Google Form below. If you have any ques�ons or comments please 

email me direct at k4rmy@arrl.net. Your informa�on will not be shared 

with anyone but the ARRL ARES organiza�on and then only a:er I have 

no�fied members that they have asked for specific info. Typically, all 

reports I send in are of a very general nature and do not include email, 

phone numbers, and other personal informa�on of members. 

 

Addi�onally, please feel free to share this with anyone you know that 

News from  A R E S  of  VA 

may be interested in par�cipa�ng. 

 

Google Form URL: hEp://goo.gl/wsV7xD 

 

Thank you for you �me and assistance in helping me to gather this 

informa�on and for your willingness to par�cipate in ARES. 

 

Bryan Daniels, K4RMY 

Emergency Coordinator 

Rockingham County ARES 

District 15 VA 

Rockingham County ARES Net will no longer be an ARES net as of July 

1. Due to new requirements from the state ARES organiza�on concern-

ing the handling of traffic we will at least temporarily drop the ARES 

label and will just operate as a MARA net. The net will s�ll be on the 

K4MRA MassanuEen Peak repeater un�l further no�ce due to prob-

lems with the .225 repeater. This is the 145.130 repeater with a nega-

�ve offset and a tone of 131.8 . Please program your radios according. 

 

Bryan Daniels, K4RMY 

Emergency Coordinator 

Rockingham County ARES 

District 15 VA 

No Longer an ARES Net 

Heathkit—Making a Comeback? 

This is a survey from Heathkit about their 
reentering the kit business 
 
https://www.heathkit.com/heathkit-faq.html Click the survey 

on the upper right hand corner. 

Take the survey and become an insider! 



This month’s bulle�n was made possible with informa�on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle�n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX, 

DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all. 
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4W     - Adhi, YB3MM will be ac�ve  as  4W/NB3MM  from  Dili,  Timor  

Leste (OC-148) from 31 July to 5 August. He will be QRV on  30,  20,  17, 

15 and 12 metres mainly SSB with some CW  and  PSK31,  running  100 

waEs into a 3-element yagi for 15m, a 2-element yagi for 20m,  and ver-

�cals for  the  the  other  bands.  QSL  via  IZ8CCW  or  YB3MM (QSLling  

instruc�ons  at    hEp://www.mdxc.org/�morleste2014/). [TNX MDXC] 

 

3D2    - Aki, JA1NLX will be ac�ve as  3D2YA  from  Mana  Island  (OC-

121), Fiji on 3-9 October. He will operate mainly  CW  on  30-10  metres. 

QSL via JA1NLX (direct only) and  LoTW.  An  OQRS  for  direct  and bu-

reau cards will be available at Club Log (bureau  cards  will  be sent 

through Global QSL). 

 

C2     - Stan, LZ1GC will be ac�ve as C21GC from  Nauru  (OC-031)  from  

28 September to 14 October. He plans to be QRV on  160-10  metres  

CW, SSB and probably RTTY. This will not be a holiday style  opera�on! 

QSL via home call, direct or bureau, and LoTW.  Target  frequencies and 

further informa�on can be found at www.c21gc.com. 

 

CT8    - CT1EEQ (CU8AV),  CT1EGW  (CU8AU),  CT1EKD,  CT4NH  (CU8NH),  

CU8AS, DL2YHY, DL8MLD  and  HB9CRV  will  be  ac�ve  from  Flores  

Island (EU-089), Azores on 21-28 July.  QSL  via  home  calls.  They  will 

par�cipate in the IOTA Contest as  CR2V  (QSL  via  HB9CRV).  [TNX 

NG3K] 

 

FK     - Michel, FK8IK will be sailing with some non-ham friends  between  

1 and 30 November, with planned visits to  the  Chesterfield  Islands and 

two New Caledonian IOTA groups. His tenta�ve  schedule  is  as follows: 

        5-9 November    TX5C  Chesterfield Islands (OC-176) 

        14-17 November  TX5E  d'Entrecasteaux Reefs (OC-058) 

        21-24 November  TX5B  Belep Islands (OC-079)  

Michel will  sign FK8IK/mm  when sailing.  While on  the islands he will 

operate CW and SSB  on  40-10  metres running 100 waEs into a ver�cal 

antenna. [TNX F6AJA and Les Nouvelles DX] 

 

JW     - Alexander, UA3IPL will be  ac�ve  as  JW/UA3IPL  from  Spitsber-

gen (EU-026) from 26 June to 28 August. He will operate  SSB,  slow  CW 

and digital modes on the HF bands. QSL  via  RW6HS  (direct).  [TNX 

RW6HS] 

 

LA     - Wolfgang, DM2AUJ will be ac�ve holiday  style  as  LA/DM2AUJ  

from the Lofoten Islands (EU-076) from 25 June to 13 July. QSL via  home 

call, direct or bureau. [TNX rsgbiota.org] 

 

TK     - Laurent, F8BBL will be ac�ve holiday style as TK14CC from  

Corsica (EU-014) on 5-19 July. He will operate mainly CW with 

some SSB  and digital ac�vity on 80-6 metres. He also plans to be QRV 

on  6m  as TK14CC/p from grid locator JN43. QSL via F8BBL, direct  or  

bureau, and LoTW. Logsearch on Club Log. 

 

VK9X   - A  team  from  Poland  (SP2EBG,  SP2GKS,  SP3CYY,  SP3GEM,  

SP6EQZ, SP6FXY, SP6IXF and SP9FOW) will be ac�ve as VK9XSP from  

Christmas Island (OC-002) from 18 October to 1 November.  They  will  

operate CW, SSB and RTTY on 160-6 metres; at least  two  sta�ons  will  

be ac�ve around the clock, and one sta�on will take part in  the  CQ 

WW DX SSB Contest. QSL via  SP6IXF  (logsearch  and  OQRS  on  Club 

Log), LoTW  and  eQSL.  Bookmark  www.vk9xsp.dxing.pl  for  further 

informa�on and updates. 

 

VK9    - JA3FVJ, JA3QWN, JA3TJA, JF3PLF and JH3FUK will be ac�ve  as  

VK9EC from Cocos/Keeling Island (OC-003) from 29 July to 2 August and  

as VK9EX from Christmas Island (OC-002) on 2-8 August.  They  plan  to 

be QRV on 160-6 metres SSB, CW, RTTY, PSK31 and FM; it  will  be  a 

holiday style opera�on, but they "will make an effort  to  be  QRV as 

long as possible". QSL via JF3PLF, direct  or  bureau  (OQRS  on Club 

Log), and LoTW. Website: hEp://vk9.nobody.jp [TNX JF3PLF] 

 

VP5VP5VP5VP5    - Georg, DK7LX and Phil, G3SWH  will  be  active  as  

VP5/G3SWH  from Grand Turk Island (NANANANA----003003003003) on  1111----9  October9  October9  October9  October.  

They  will  have  two stations with wire antennas and operate CW  

only  on  80-10  metres (no activity on 160, 60 or 6 metres).  QSL  via  

G3SWH,  direct  or bureau  (OQRS  on  Phil's website),  and  LoTW.  

Logsearch  will be available at www.g3swh.org.uk/vp5-g3swh.html (to 

be updated  daily, "subject to a decent Internet connection") and on  

Club  Log.  [TNX G3SWH] 

 

Dmitry, RM2A will be ac�ve  from  the  Fiji  Islands  and Samoa as fol-

lows: 

1-2 July   3D2ML    Beachcomber Island    OC-121 

3-7 July   5W0ML    Upolu, Samoa          OC-097 

8-13 July  3D2ML    Nanuya Balavu Island  OC-156 

13 July    3D2ML    Vi� Levu Island      OC-016 

He will operate CW and SSB on the HF bands. QSL via home call. 

 

ANTARCTICA.  Hector, LU6LGA is currently posted to the San Mar�n 

Base on Barry Island, IOTA AN-016, and is QRV as LU1ZD un�l March 

2015.  He is usually ac�ve on 80 and 10 meters.  QSL via LU4DXU. 

I O T A  

How’s DX? 
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WRTC 2014 Update 
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VK     - Cezar (VE3LYC), Craig (VK5CE), Johan (PA3EXX) and Bob 

(KD1CT)  will be ac�ve as VK6ISL from Sandy Island (OC-294, 

new  one  for  IOTA) for four full days between 14 and  21  Sep-

tember.  Opera�ons  will take place using two sta�ons around 

the  clock,  on  SSB  and  CW, from 40 to 10 metres. QSL via 

VE3LYC, direct  (OQRS  on  Club  Log) and bureau. "The costs 

associated with this project  are  extremely high, in great part 

due to the licensing  restric�ons  imposed  by the  Conserva�on  

Authority for boat transporta�on, which dras�cally reduced the 

available op�ons. The Team is looking for any possible 

financial support from groups and individuals who  can 

help them defray some of these costs".  Further infor-

ma�on on this project can be found at 

hEp://vk6isl.weebly.com/ [TNX IZ1CRR] 

EA     - EF6 (no suffix) is the special callsign granted  to  the  

Union  de Radioaficionados Espanoles' HQ sta�on in Madrid 

to  celebrate  the proclama�on of Felipe VI as king of Spain.  

EF6  will  be  in  use un�l 17 July. QSL via EA4URE. [TNX URE] 

 

HL—REPUBLIC OF KOREA.  A large group of operators are QRV 

as 6M6M un�l July 31.  Ac�vity is also on 6 meters EME.  QSL 

via HL2UVH. 

 

JD1—MINAMI TORISHIMA.  Take, JG8NQJ is QRV as 

JG8NQJ/JD1 un�l mid September.  QSL to home call. 

 

W      - Ron, AC7DX will be ac�ve as W7C from 15 June to 13  

July  for  the 2014 FIFA World  Cup.  His  moEo  is:  

"Radiospor�ng  and  Soccer Uni�ng the World". QSL direct only  

to  Ron  G.  Lago,  1345  City View, Eugene OR 97402, USA. 

 

W      - The following sta�ons will  be  ac�ve  during  the  

"Original  13 Colonies Special Event", which will be held on 

1-6 July:  K2A  (New York), K2B (Virginia), K2C (Rhode Is-

land), K2D  (Connec�cut),  K2E (Delaware), K2F (Maryland),  

K2G  (Georgia),  K2H  (Massachuse
s), K2I (New Jersey), K2J 

(North Carolina), K2K  (New  Hampshire),  K2L (South Carolina) 

and K2M  (Pennsylvania).  Further  informa�on  on the  event 

and the relevant cer�ficate can be found at 

www.13colonies.info. 

 

W      - WR1TC will be the World Radiosport Team Champi-

onship's  HQ  sta�on located at the host hotel in 

Westborough, MA. It will be ac�ve  on  9-14  July,  including  a  

Mul�-2  entry  in  the  IARU  HF  World Championship. QSL via 

K1KI and LoTW. 

 

ANTARCTICA.  Paride, IZ3SUS is QRV as IA/IZ3SUS un�l Novem-

ber as part of the team that currently operates the sta�on 

Dome Concordia, Dome C, in Eastern Antarc�ca.  QSL direct to 

I1HYW. 

 

WRTC 2014: CALLSIGNS WRTC 2014: CALLSIGNS WRTC 2014: CALLSIGNS WRTC 2014: CALLSIGNS ---> WRTC teams will be using 59 of the 
75  call  signs in the "1 x 1" special event  block  for  the  first  call  
area,  from  K1A through  W1Z. Sixteen  of  the  available  75 
callsigns  will  not  be used, including  the longest and shortest  
CW suffixes (J, Q, Y, E), suffixes that are  frequently  miscopied  on 
CW (H)  and  suffixes  not available  in this callsign  series (X). The  
teams  will not know  the callsign they  will use until the  referee  
hands them a sealed envelope  just 15 minutes before the con-
test begins. This puts  all teams at an equal  starting point  and 
helps maintain the anonymity of the teams. 
Participation awards are available for anyone who works a  WRTC  
2014  teams during the competition: 
www.wrtc2014.org/competition/participation-awards/. 

New QSL Manager 
QSL HZ1HX QSL HZ1HX QSL HZ1HX QSL HZ1HX ---> Effective 1 June, E73YE73YE73YE73Y is the  new  QSL  man-

ager  for  HZ1HX. HZ1HX. HZ1HX. HZ1HX. Boris has complete logs and will be able  to  

confirm  direct and bureau requests for all QSOs. Clublog 

OQRS will be activated as he receives the cards from the print-

er. 

HL     - Kei, HL2UVH and other 17 operators will be  ac�ve  again  as  

6M6M between 16 June and 31 July. They will be QRV  on  6  me-

tres  only, with high  power  sta�ons.  They  will  operate  from  the  

Korean mainland and from Cheju Island (AS-026),  between  20  

June  and  23  July). QSL via HL2UVH. 

6 Meters Only 

PY PY PY PY    -  The  National  Telecommunications  Agency has  author-

ized Brazilian amateur  radio  operators  to use special callsigns 

during the FIFA  World Cup  (12 June to 13 July12 June to 13 July12 June to 13 July12 June to 13 July).  They will  take 

the  form of  any individual  callsign  with  a  double prefix  num-

ber,  e.g. PY1AA = PY11AA, PP2ABC = PP22ABC, PY6XY = PY1AA = PY11AA, PP2ABC = PP22ABC, PY6XY = PY1AA = PY11AA, PP2ABC = PP22ABC, PY6XY = PY1AA = PY11AA, PP2ABC = PP22ABC, PY6XY = 

PY66XY, PT9MM = PT99MMPY66XY, PT9MM = PT99MMPY66XY, PT9MM = PT99MMPY66XY, PT9MM = PT99MM. 

New Island for IOTA (OC-294) 

1 RAC Canada Day Contest 

4-5 MI QRP July 4th CW Sprint 

5-6 Venezuelan Ind. Day Contest 

5-6 DL-DX RTTY Contest 

5-6 Marconi Memorial HF Contest 

6 DARC 10 M Digital Contest 

8 ARS Spartan Sprint 

12 FISTS Summer Sprint 

12-13 IARU HF World Championship 

17 NAQCC Straight Key / Bug Sprint 

19-20 DMC RTTY Contest 

19-20 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest 

19-20 North American QSO Party, RTTY 

26-27 RSGB IOTA Contest 

Contests and Special Events 

Special Callsigns from Brazil 



August July 

The club newsleEer, the Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email 

distribu�on, in PDF format.  However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to no�fy the newsleEer edi-

tor directly of all changes in email address.  Electronic back issues will be provided free to members on request. 

Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respec�ve club officers to 

receive a hardcopy of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version.   However, the hardcopy re-

quires addi�onal produc�on and delivery �me and is not guaranteed to arrive before the scheduled monthly club 

mee�ng dates. 

Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a �mely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club mee�ng) should 

no�fy the newsleEer editor promptly to inves�gate and resolve the problem with distribu�on.  Members who are 

using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email aEachment 

can contact the newsleEer editor for assistance.   
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Calendar of Local Events 

1 VARA Mee�ng 

3 MARA Mee�ng 

4 INDEPENDENCE DAY 

4 Friday Luncheon 

6 Page Cty ARES Net [147.550 Simplex] 

7 Rockingham Cty Net [K4LXG] 

7 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947] 

10 Augusta Cty ARES Net 

11 Friday Luncheon 

11 PVARC Mee�ng 

12 29th Annual Firecracker Hamfest [Salisbury, NC] 

13 Page Cty ARES Net [146.670,PL-114.8] 

14 Rockingham Cty Net [KA4EEN] 

16-17-18 Bridgewater Parade 

18 Friday Luncheon 

19 Mid-Summer Swapfest [Cary, NC] 

20 Deadline for August submission* 

20 Page Cty ARES Net [146.625 PL-131.8] 

21 Rockingham Cty Net [KN4FM] 

21 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947] 

25 Friday Luncheon 

26 WCARS Hamfest [Waynesville, NC] 

27 Page Cty ARES Net [146.670,PL-114.8] 

28 Rockingham Cty Net [KU4XN] 

July 2014  | The Monitor 

1 PVARC Club Mee�ng 

1 Friday Luncheon 

2 Mountain Mama Bike Ride 

2 Roanoke Hamfest 2014 

3 64th Annual Berryville Hamfest 

3 Page County ARES (147.550 Simplex) 

4 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947] 

4 Rockingham County Net [K4NRA] 

5 VARA Club Mee�ng 

7 MARA Club Mee�ng 

8 Friday Luncheon 

9 52nd Annual Hamfest 2014 [Hun�ngton, WV] 

10 Page County ARES  Net (146.670, PL-114.8) 

11 Rockingham County Net [KG4KUR] 

15 Friday Luncheon 

17 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 

18 Rockingham County Net [K4RBZ] 

18 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947] 

20 Deadline for September submission* 

22 Friday Luncheon 

23 WV State Conven�on and Hamfest [Weston, WV] 

24 Page County ARES Net (146.670, PL-114.8) 

25 Rockingham County Net [K4RMY] 

29 Friday Luncheon 

30 Shelby Hamfest [Shelby, NC] 

31 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 

The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 147.550. the remaining alternate between (2nd and 4th Sundays) on the 146.67 

repeater (PL 114.8) and (3rd and 5th Sundays) on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at 8:00 pm local �me.   

The Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local �me, the first Monday on 146.55 simplex, all other Mondays on the 147.225 

repeater (PL 131.8).   

The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local �me, usually on the 146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).   

The NVTN (Northern Virginia Traffic Net) meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local �me.  

The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local �me. All hams are welcome! 

Don’t forget:  The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out your radio equipment, 

antennas, and other sta�on gear.  Take advantage of these opportuni�es to get signal reports and 

get to know the other local hams. 

How Long Has It Been Since You Checked  

Into One of the Nets? 



MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President: Gerald Nauman, KN4FM  

Vice President:  Gerry Brunk, K4RBZ 

Secretary: Dennis Phillips  NS4K 

Treasurer: Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC 

Board (exp 2015): David Fordham, KD9LA 

Board (exp 2014):  Andrew Pearson N4RCE 

 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 

at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  

the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 

PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

 

President:  Greg Czerniak, W4GRC 

Vice President:  Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW  

Secretary:  David Tanks, AD4TJ 

Treasurer:  Wayne Bowyer, N4EYZ 

Program Manager:  Al Bonck N3JB 

 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month 

at  the  Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond 

Road in Staunton, Virginia  

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, 

the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are always welcome 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

VARA, Wayne Bowyer 

802-B Randolph Street 

Staunton, VA 22401 

 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

President:  Bob Forrest WO4MI 

Vice President:  Mark Hensley N4YSA 

Secretary:  Mike “Sparky” Terry, KD4KL 

Treasurer:  Carol Terry KA4LAF 

Board Member:  Geoffrey Phillips WD4LYO 

Board Member:  John Spillman KT4CB 

 

 

http://www.k4pmh.org 

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month 

at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room 

in Luray, VA. 

The meeting begins at 6:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

Sparky Terry 

PO Box 649 

Luray VA 22835-0649 

 

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc. 

for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  

to all club members in good standing. 

Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies. 

Contact the president of your respective club  

for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  

starting a few months after publication. 

Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships, 

the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a 

timely basis to individuals who are not club members. 

Occasional complimentary current copies are 

provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies 

at club expense to various constituencies. 

Contact your respective club officers for more information. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  

Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair 

Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 
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MARA/VARA/PVARC 

Return Service Requested 

c/o John Spillman 

168 Bosley Drive Ext. 

Stanley, VA 22851 

Phone: 540-778-1332 

Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com 

MARA 

 VARA 

  PVARC 


