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Instead of the normal meetings, the Massanutten Amateur Radio Association,
Inc.
Inc and the Valley Amateur Radio Association will have their annual Christmas
Banquet on Thursday, December 4th—
4th—The FIRST THURSDAY OF DECEMBER at
the Wood Grill on 1711 Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. The festivities begin
at 6:30PM. Zory Glaser, KB3VQC will be giving a presentation entitled: “Ham
Radio Operating Awards: A Brief History.”

PVARC Meeting: December 5th
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular meeng on December 5th at 6:30pm at
the Page County Sheriﬀ’s Training Room in Luray. All Amateurs and their guests are invited.

Weekly Friday Luncheon
The Friday weekly casual lunch meengs are at Hometown Grille & Buﬀet (Old Shoney’s) at 30
Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA at 11:00AM. Direcons: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte 250. Turn
East, Hometown Grille & Buﬀet will be on the le8 across the street from Mrs. Rowe’s.

A Note of Thanks...

Many thanks to all that participated. Thanks Dave for submitting this. [ED]
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VARA President’s Column
December 2014
Time sure moves on fast does it not? My year as your president
has come to an end and I would like to thank each member of the Valley
Amateur Radio Association for making 2014 a great year. And speaking of
a great year the MARA/VARA Field Day in June was one of our best.
Here are the results of our joint Field Day, and we can be proud! We were
first in Virginia in class 2A, second in the Roanoke Division in class 2A,
and 20th out of 392 in class 2A stations nation-wide. Awesome is all I can
say. All those who participated did an outstanding job and in particular the
phone station made the difference in where we placed. Of course the cw
station has always done well because cw operators are nuts! And I love cw,
and I am nuts! The picture below is just part of the crew that made Field
Day enjoyable with great fellowship and a spirit of cooperation.
I challenge each club member to support your new president, John,

W4ZAO. John has served twice as our
president and he has done an outstanding job. You support makes the difference. It is your club and you chart the course.
Don’t forget our joint Christmas Party
on December 4th with MARA at 6:30 PM. We will
not have our regular monthly meeting, but will
resume meeting on the first Tuesday of the month
in January. Our joint Christmas Party will be held
at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg. My advice is
not to eat anything that day until you get to the Wood Grill Buffet that
evening.
This concludes my December message.

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
73, Greg, W4GRC outgoing president of VARA.

From the Newsletter Editor: Club Dues are Now Due!
In the back of this issue you will ﬁnd a club membership renewal form. Please make sure
you renew your club dues BEFORE the end of the February mee'ng. The best bet is to MAIL
your dues to the address shown for your club. Don’t forget!

The Monitor
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MARA President’s Column
It is a little hard to believe that it is already December, where has the
year gone? As MARA closes another year after the December meeting, I
want to thank the board members that have contributed to the operation of the club this past year for a job well done. Your efforts and time
were greatly appreciated. A couple of new members will be joining the
board, each of them agreed to serve with only minor arm twisting, at
least that is what I was told. Thanks for being willing to help with the
operation of the club.

everyone is welcome to come and
to bring guests. I understand that
there will be some VARA members
present and I hope to see PVARC members
there also. We meet at the Wood Grill Buffet,
1711 Reservoir St. in Harrisonburg at 6:30.
73 for now and hope to see a good turnout
for the December meeting.
Gerald, KN4FM

On Thursday, December 4 we will have our annual Christmas meeting,

PVARC Secretary’s Report
November 7, 2014
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club held its
monthly business meeng in the Page County
EOC Training Room in Luray on this date. Bob
Forrest/WO4MI, PVARC President, called the
meeng to order at 1830. Fourteen of 23
members were in a>endance.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: {none}
Secretary & Treasurers Reports: The Secretary
reported the minutes of last months meeng
were printed in The Monitor. There being no
correcons; a moon was made to approve
them as printed. The moon was seconded and passed unanimously.
PVARC Treasurer has provided the Secretary & President with the current
spreadsheet. She reports the PVARC checking account (at the end of
October) totaled: $1,356, 04. There were no outstanding bills. A moon
to approve the report was made, seconded and passed unanimously.
Commi4ee Reports:
O Educa'on/Training Commi4ee: Chair – Morgan/K4RHD, Chief Instructor: Phil/KQ4D {none}
O Widow’s Assistance Commi4ee: Chair – Morgan/K4RHD announced
the donaon by Susan Phillips, the XYL of Geoﬀrey Phillips/WD4LYO (SK)
of ham radio related equipment. (Icom 735 w/ tuner, PS, two Kenwood
2m HT’s, a Kenwood 2m mobile, a 25’ secon of Rohn tower, and a couple of J-pole antennas.) She speciﬁcally stated she “does not want money
back.” He will provide a complete inventory at the next meeng. She
hoped the club could put the equipment to good use. Morgan outlined
one possible use by having PVARC sponsor a contest between the middle/high schools in Page County to form an Amateur Radio Club using the
donated equipment. He noted that our club had long wanted to ﬁnd a
way to encourage young people to study science, engineering and mathemacs - using ham radio to demonstrate technological applicaons. He
felt that challenging the schools to get, for example, one faculty member
plus one or two students to obtain ham radio licenses (General Class or
above) might be one criterion. In a far ranging discussion the possibilies
(and piOalls) were “tossed around,” but overall the idea was favorably
received by the members who asked that Morgan invesgate further and
report back his ﬁndings. If the project is deemed acceptable to school
authories the members agreed by moon to: Provide club oversight on
installaon and follow-up staon operaon. The moon passed without
objecon.
O Website Development: Dave/K4DPF discussed present status on the
“work in progress” and asked that members check out what he has done
and what might be added as improvements. The old site is down. Contact
him for speciﬁcs.
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O Program Commi4ee: Co-Chairmen - Zory/KB3VQC & Morgan/ K4RHD are looking into the future and are solicing ideas
for upcoming meengs. Volunteer presenters are needed!
Technical Assistance Commi4ee: Co-Chairs – Mark/ N4YSA & Paul/ N4PJI
reported successfully repairing a power supply, hanging an antenna and
ﬁxing a generator for Phil/KQ4D.
OLD BUSINESS: Bob/WO4MI reported the recommendaons of the Nominang Commi>ee for the calendar years 2015/2016 as follows:
President nominee – Tim Ramey/AK4CJ
Vice President nominee – Morgan Phenix/K4RHD
Secretary nominee – John Spillman/KT4CB
Treasurer nominee – Zory Glaser/KB3VQC
Board Member nominee – Gary Fisher/K6OZ
Bob thanked those that “answered the call,” reminding the membership
that addional nominaons (if any) will be accepted from the ﬂoor at the
December 5th meeng prior to the vote on that date. Newly elected
PVARC oﬃcers will assume their oﬃce eﬀecve January 1, 2015.
Zory/KB3VQC (Treasurer nominee) expressed his concerns that due to the
distance to travel (from MD) & work conﬂicts he could not guarantee his
presence at every meeng. Following a discussion relang to his ability to
handle funds, e.g., deposits, payment of ongoing expenses, receiving dues
and preparaon of the monthly Treasurers Report; and, the possibility of
moving the PVARC bank account - it was concluded that most of these
“obstacles” could be overcome and were acceptable to the members.
However, moving the PVARC banking account away from Pioneer Bank
was deemed unnecessary and was not recommended since other club
oﬃcers could assist in making deposits, etc. Bank statements and dues
are now directed to the PVARC post oﬃce box and he could submit
monthly reports via e-mail in the event he could not a>end a meeng.
Following the discussion Zory graciously accepted the nominaon based
on the condions stated.
NEW BUSINESS: Pat Sprague/KE4EI nong that a U.S. ﬂag is present behind the podium asked that the members adopt a resoluon to begin each
meeng with a recitaon of the Pledge of Allegiance. The moon was
made, seconded and passed unanimously. Bob/WO4MI used the opportunity to announce that Pat had agreed earlier to be the PVARC Historian,
direcng the Secretary to provide every assistance.
Mark/N4YSA asked if it were possible to order more Dacron rope/line,
which will be needed before next Field Day. He thought it might cost
about $100. Following discussion, Mark was asked to obtain speciﬁcs
regarding the amount of rope/line required and the cost. He agreed to
report back with details.
Bob/WO4MI then called for a moon to adjourn @ 1912, turning the
podium over to Zory/KB3VQC for his presentaon entled: “Ham Radio
Operang Awards: A Brief History.”
Submi>ed by: Sparky Terry/KD4KL, PVARC Secretary
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VARA Secretary’s Report
On November 4th, 2014, 22 members and guests met at the Hometown
Grill and Buﬀet in Staunton, for the Valley Amateur Radio Associa'on’s
meeng. The meeng began at 7:03 pm, with President Greg Czerniak
W4GRC starng the introducons. We had a visitor, Rebecca Morris, who
had visited our booth at the Self Reliance Expo in September, and had
expressed an interest in Amateur Radio. The 50/50 drawing was held,
with Ed Varner N4EDI, winning $11.00.
ARES Report: David Tanks AD4TJ, EC for Augusta County, said he was
thankful that we had had a fairly calm hurricane season, devoid of major
bad weather events, but that we sll had a few weeks of the hurricane
season le8, so connue to be prepared. As usual, the Augusta County
ARES net will be held the 2nd Thursday of
the month, on the 13th, at 8 pm, on the
146.850 repeater; Greg volunteered to be
Net Control.
Gordon Batey WA4FJC reported that the
Waynesboro Repeater Associaon will hold
its annual meeng on November 20 at 6:30
pm at the Augusta County Library.
Gordon also menoned that the ARRL Fre-

MARA Secretary’s Report
November 6, 2014 Meeng
The meeng was held at the usual locaon at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg. The meeng was called to order at 7:34 p.m. by President Gerald
Nauman, KN4FM. Introducons were made all around. There
were 36 members and 6 guests present. There were no new membership
applicaons, and no second readings.
The secretary’s report and the treasurer’s reports were individually approved as printed in the November Monitor.
Commi4ee Reports:
ARES/RACES: There are 26 hams who have completed the training and
have received HRECC cerﬁcaon for emergency service at the 911 center
and other oﬃcial emergency response locaons with the city and county
oﬃcials. Recruing is open, and hams wishing to volunteer to
receive the training should contact Bryan Daniels, K4RMY.
Public Service: A big “Thank You” to all the hams who volunteered to help
with the busy public service season these past two months.
Repeater Commi4ees: All club repeaters are working well, no problems
to report. Members are urged to use the repeaters. The city coverage
machine on 147.315 is especially lonely.
Announcements: Larry Harrison, K3JRR, our primary repeater technician,
is back In Harrisonburg Rehab center for his Parkinson’s.

quency Measuring Test is coming up at 10 pm on November
12th.
Secretary’s report: David asked that the minutes be accepted as printed in
the newsle>er; 2nded and passed.
Treasurer’s report: Wayne Bowyer N4EYZ, gave the report for October.
Greg explained, for Rebecca’s sake, the eﬀort we put into the Bike Fesval, and other Public Service events.
Old Business: Greg thanked those who helped out with the Bike Fesval(
with a special thanks to John Keller W4ZAO for being Net Control for both
days of the Bike Fesval ).
New business: Greg menoned that since we will be having the joint
MARA/VARA Christmas Banquet in December, on the 11th( later determined to be incorrect; the 4th is the right date )there will be no VARA
meeng on the 1st Tuesday in December. A moon was made and seconded, and passed, that we not have a regular club meeng in December.
Greg noted that Robert Wilson KI4GST and his wife Angel sll need a ride
to the Banquet.
With no further business to discuss, and no program, the meeng was
adjourned at 7:24 pm.
RespecOully submi>ed, David Tanks AD4TJ, VARA Secretary

building explosives into their HF
radios which would be triggered if
the ham engaged in unseemly conduct during a DX pile-up.
Old Business: The Christmas Banquet is December 4th, both rooms are reserved. A program is needed. Any ideas, please contact
Gerry Brunk.
New Business: A moon was made and seconded for the club to make a token donaon of $50 to each of the trustees of the repeaters rounely used by club members, to show our gratude for their expense, me, and eﬀort in keeping the mountaintop machines operang. An amendment was made to specify the repeaters: the
146.625, 147.225, 146.850, 147.075, 147.045, 147.360, and 443.150. The
amendment passed, and the amended moon also passed with no dissenng votes.
The 50/50 drawing was won by Brenda Hill, KK4UNK (her second win in
three months). She split the $30 pot with $15 going to the club.
A moon was made to adjourn, seconded, and passed. An interesng
program was provided by Bob Dixon, who showed oﬀ his project box
made from old circuit board material, using some innovave
techniques to secure the parts, including a “homebrew” screw arrangement for the lid.
RespecOully Submi>ed by:
David R. Fordham, KD9LA, MARA Secretary

Bob Dixon circulated an arcle (joke) about ham radio manufacturer’s

The Monitor
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MARA Treasurer’s Report
October 21, 2014 - November 20, 2014
Beginning Balance October 20, 2014 (Last Report)
Add:

Membership Renewals (9)
50/50 (November)

$ 2,663.00
$

108.00
15.00

Total Deposits
Less:

2014 Field Day Expense
Bank Fee (October)
SVEC (October)

$

123.00

$

-143.60
-2.00
__ -23.28

Total Disbursements
Ending Balance as of November 20, 2014

$ -168.88
$ 2,617.12
Submitted by Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC, MARA Treasurer

Repeater News
146.625 Repeater

146.075 Repeater

The Big Mountain Repeater Associaon was advised Wednesday November 19, by Virginia Secon Emergency Coordinator Ellsworth Neﬀ K4LXG
that the 146.625 KQ4D Big Mountain Repeater is now an oﬃcial Virginia
ARES Wide Area Taccal Repeater.

The 075 repeater is broken. It looks like the final RF output
transistor is blown.

This designaon is pursuant to a request by the Big Mountain Repeater
Associaon for the 146.625 to be thus designated. What this entails for
the local amateur radio community is that the 146.625 will be a go to machine for taccal and other communicaon in the event of an emergency.
Mark-N4YSA
Mark Hensley-N4YSA
EC Page County ARES
n4ysa@gmx.com
1-540-578-1133

I have brought the equipment down off the mountain and will
see about getting it repaired.
YES we will still have the meeting Thursday night.
73 Gordon WA4FJC

FrosOest is now BIGGER AND BETTER! New and improved!!! We now have 10,000 square feet more exhibion space and everything is under one roof!
FrosOest 2015 will be in the Exhibion Hall at the Richmond Raceway Complex. Two hundred feet to the right of buildings we've used for years is our new
space.
The FrosOest website at h>p://www.frosOest.com has all the details. One large ﬂoor of commercial vendors space, ﬂea market sellers, and club tables! VE
tesng, forums, meengs, and presentaons will be on the second ﬂoor (handicapped accessible, and no walking across a parking lot for license tesng).
A new and improved QSO Lounge, more cket windows with easier access, and easier parking! More space on the main ﬂoor. Lots of good things!
You can get all the details at h>p://www.frosOest.com! Check it out! Hurry and get your ckets and tables! Saturday, February 7, 2015
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Complete Amateur Radio Station Dispersal Sale

80—
80— 10 METER HF RADIO STATION
SSB 8080-10 Meter Transceiver Kenwood Model TS-630S
Antenna Tuner MFJ Versa Tuner II
Dummy Load MFJ 300W, 50 Ohm
Brass CW Key Radio Shack
Earphone/Boom Microphone Clear-Com
PTT Microphone Shure Bros Inc. EM21A
CW Notch Filter, Home-Brew
100KHz Frequency Calibrator, Home-Brew

2-METER MOBILE RADIO STATION
2-Meter, 12 VDC VHFVHF-FM Transceiver ICOM Model IC 2100
Mobile Antenna 1/4-Wave, Magnetic-Mount
115 VAC/12 VDC, 22-Amp Power Supply Home-Brew
Offered separately for $125.00

Offered separately for $350.00

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS END
OF YEAR, END OF ERA SALE!
(Might make a great Holiday Gift.)

Purchase each station assembly
separately at the marked price,
or . . . .
Purchase the combined total for
$500.00.
(This sure beats any Ham-fest mystery and it’s less expensive as well.)
These packages include everything that you need except a license to
get on the air right away. All stations are operational.
*****************************************
Call Edward Tutwiler, WA4TPE
540540-949949-7575 or 540540-487487-1678
Email edwardtutwiler@gmail.com

The Monitor

2-METER PORTABLE RADIO STATION
2-Meter VHFVHF-FM Handheld Transceiver Kenwood TR-2400
PTT Speaker/Microphone, Home-Brew
Earphone/Boom Microphone, Home Brew
Leather Carrying Case, Handcrafted
Offered separately for $75.00
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Public Service Event Report

were performing minor and major surgery on
some of the bikes damaged by the rough
rocky trails. It is also the spot where one
rider, who had suffered a spill earlier in
the day, realized his leg was broken, and
needed transport to the hospital.
On Sunday, David manned an outpost
almost a mile into the woods at the
Rocky Run ATV trail. He used a Wouxun
HT on UHF to get back to his truck,
parked at the end of the gravel forest

These photos are from the 2014 Virginia Trail

road. The truck held a cross-band re-

Rider's Association public service event held
the first weekend in October. MARA members
and other valley hams provided communications in remote locations in the George Washington National Forest
David Fordham, KD9LA, was stationed at the
Brandywine Fire Station on Saturday. This location was the lunch spot for the several hundred riders on the route. It was a hub of activity, as mechanics and sag vehicle operators
peater which boosted his UHF
1-watt signal to 45 watts and
transmitted it on VHF simplex
via a gain antenna to net control up on Flagpole Knob.
The exercise was not only helpful to the Virginia Trail Riders. It
was also a great exercise and
practice deployment for the
hams. We get to test our emergency equipment, batteries,
8
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generators, go-boxes, cables, and radios under actual field conditions which we might encounter during a
real disaster.
And best of all, --- it's a whole lotta fun!

Dave Fordham, KD9LA

The Monitor
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Local Club Places First in the State, Again!

Luray, VA—Field Day 2014.

Using the call sign ‘K4PMH’ and the exchange
of ‘1A’, the ‘Hamsters’ of Page Valley Amateur Radio Club spent twenty-four
hours on the last full weekend in June braving mosquitoes, bugs and other
local insects to gather enough points to win 1st place in the state, 1st place in
the Roanoke Division, and 9th place naonally. In addion to having wires in the trees to snag the plethora of
birdies of CQs and QRZs, they sent their own CQs and QRZs out on the ether. Of the dignitaries invited to observe the fesvies, only one was noceably absent. Mr. Murphy never arrived as promised.
In the words of one ham-ster, “Congratulaons to all who made the 2014 Field Day so successful, and tasty (!),
and much fun. Let's look toward the same for next year.“ [And that includes the “bugs” that assisted at the
CW staon.]
Tim Ramey, AK4CJ

CQ WW 160 2014 contest results
" The results of the CQ WW 160 2014 SB and
CW contests are in. Here are how the local
hams did in these contests.
In the SB contest, February 2014, 2 local hams operated:
Clint Campbell KB4OLM, came in 1st Place VA, Low Power, Non-Assisted
category out of 8 entries, with a score of 44,500 points; he made 415 Q's,
worked 46 States/Provinces, and 4 DX countries.
Jason Armentrout N4DSL, came in 4th Place VA, High Power, Non-Assisted
category out of 7 entries, with a score of 18,685 points; he made 242 Q's,
worked 37 States/Provinces, and 0 DX countries.

Greg Czerniak W4GRC 7th Place 35,712 points 338 Q's 44 States/
Provinces 4 DX countries.
Bennie Cook N4BCC 8th Place 15,974 points 140 Q's 44 States/
Provinces 5 DX countries.

In the High Power Non-Assisted category, out of 14 entries
in VA:
David Tanks AD4TJ 5th Place 51,979 points 387 Q's 50 States/
Provinces 9 DX countries.
Al Bonck N3JB 6th Place 41,608 points 317 Q's 47 States/
Provinces 9 DX countries.
In the Club Compeon, it looks like they combined the SB and CW entries into 1 log; out of 98 total Club logs, the Shenandoah Valley Wireless
club placed 71st, with a score of 208,458 points, with 6 logs counted.

In the CW contest, January 2014, the following hams' results
are:
In the Low Power, Non-Assisted category, out of 15 entries in VA:
Paul Wyse W4PFM 6th Place 35,902 points 249 Q's, 45 States/
Provinces 13 DX countries.
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Contact me if you are interested in joining the fun and mayhem of contesng, with the added incenve of helping out the club's overall score.
73, David AD4TJ ad4tj@yahoo.com
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More Contest Notes
Hello all. What a madhouse! I don't operate many SB contests; now I remember why! Staons packed so closely together it's hard to separate
them, and several DX staon's ops accents were so thick that I could not
ﬁgure out what their call was, even a8er listening for a couple of minutes
( so I moved on ). Sll surprised at how the 40-80-160 trapped inverted-L
does, with an MFJ remote tuner at the base, on all bands; of course it
can't compete with a beam or a resonate vercal, but close to 50% of 1st
calls got the other staon's a>enon and a completed QSO. Hope to work
on my HF amp this winter and get it operaonal on all bands, not just 160,
80, and 40; then I will be heard! 15 meters was in very good shape Sunday
a8ernoon; checked 20 ﬁrst, but signals seemed weak. Did not try 10, as I
was having such success on 15. Very few guys were on 80 and 160.
So, with 6 hours 19 minutes of operang me, here are my results:
Single operator, low power, unassisted.

Band
1.8
3.5
7
14
21
28
Total

QSOs Pts ZN Cty
4
2
2 2
4
4
3 3
15
23
5 8
23
61
8 17
101
267 16 47
30
81
5 18
177
438 39 95

Claimed Score: 58,692 points
Remember to put “Shenandoah Valley
Wireless“ on your entry on the club line.
Sll looking for new members to sign up!
You can add the club name to your entry
now, and then let me know that you want to join the club; you don't have
to join ﬁrst, then begin using it on your entries!
73, David AD4TJ

ARRL Centennial QSO Party W1AW/4
Most QSOs per Country

Call: W1AW/4
Operators: AB4D, AB4SF, AC8Y, AD4TJ, K0ZR, K1GG, K1HTV, K1SE, K2PI,
K3MAF, K3TRM, K3ZM, K4DJG, K4ED, K4EME, K4EU, K4FJ, K4GTF, K4HQK,
K4IA, K4MI, K4ORD, K4OSO, K4RCG, K4WNW, K4ZW, K7SV, KA4RRU,
KC4D, KC4DV, KE4S, KG4W, KJ4VTH, KK4ODQ, KS4Q, N2YO, N3JT, N3KN,
N3TG, N3ZV, N4DXS, N4HB, N4JOW, N4MM, N4NW, N4PD, N4UP, N4ZH,
NN4RB, NR4M, W0CN, W0QQG, W1IE, W2RU, W3YY, W4JAM, W4PJW,
WA4NUF, WD4LBR, W6HGF, W6IHG, W6LWG, WS6X
Class: All Bands/Modes
QTH: Virginia
Operang Time: 08/0001Z - 14/2359Z October 2014

Summary:
Total Dupes - 3,336
50 States
40 Zones

Average rate QSOs per hour
SSB - 124

CW - 138

RTTY - 61

DIGI - 14

Band - QSOs - (DXCC)
160m - 1420 - (29)
30m - 3249 - (72)
15m - 5857 - (95)
6m 48 - (2)

80m - 3111 - (40)
20m - 7213 - (100)
12m - 4412 - (92)
2m 30 - (11)

40m - 7442 - (76)
17m - 7108 - (101)
10m - 3554 - (83)
70cm 2 - (1)

QSOs per mode
CW : 17790 QSOs SSB : 18300 QSOs RTTY : 6247 QSOs
PSK : 794 QSOs JT65/9 : 308 QSOs FSK441 : 5 QSOs
FM :
1 QSOs

The Monitor

JA - 2511
VE - 949
SP - 584
SM - 333

DL - 2174
UA - 803
UR - 516
PA - 314

I - 1754
EA - 697
OK - 438

QSOs per Con'nent
AF - 126 AS - 2743
OC - 155 SA - 351

EU - 12136

NA - 27935

Comments:

***60 Staons -- 63 Operators airing W1AW/4 - Virginia***
Total QSOs - 43,446
149 DXCC Countries

USA - 26350
G - 1037
F - 604
ON - 339

Wow!!! That was fun!!! Congratulaons and a big Thank You to each of
you for your support in making Virginia's parcipaon in the 2014 ARRL
Centennial QSO Party as W1AW/4 a great success. Special thanks to ARRL
President, Kay/N3KN, for taking me out of her busy schedule to operate
with the W1AW/4 Virginia team. And to the ARRL Hqs crew, K1ZZ, NN1N,
NJ1Q and others, the W1AW/4 Commonwealth of Virginia team says
thanks for a superb operang event!
Finally, a p of the cap to the following W1AW/4 ops who made over
1000 QSOs:
K4EU - 4328
K1HTV - 2560
N4UP - 2312
KG4W - 2185
K1SE - 1770
KK4ODQ - 1549
KC4D - 1470
KE4S - 1446
AB4D - 1406
N2YO - 1276
NR4M + K7SV - 1270
N3ZV - 1225
W2RU - 1168
N4JOW - 1116
K3ZM - 1082
K4MI - 1055
W0CN - 1046
W6IHG - 1045
N3JT - 1037
W1IE - 1015
73....//Steve K4EU
k4eu.steve@gmail.com
k4eu@arrl.net
Thanks Dave, AD4TJ
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Contest Results for Area Hams
In the February 2014 CQ WW 160 SB contest, Clint Campbell KB4OLM, came in 1st Place VA, Low Power, with a score of 44,500 points, with 415 Q's, 46
States/Provinces, 4 DX. Jason Armentrout N4DSL, came in 4th Place VA, High Power, with a score of 18,685 points, with 242 Q's, 37 S/P's, and 0 DX.
In the January 2014 CQ WW 160 CW contest, the following hams and their results are below:
Call

Name

AD4TJ David Tanks
N3JB
Al Bonck
W4PFM Paul Wyse
W4GRC Greg Czerniak
N4BCC Bennie Cook

Place
5th, VA High Power
6th, VA High Power
6th, VA Low Power
7th, VA Low Power
8th, VA Low Power

Score

Q's

S/P

DX

51,979
41,608
35,902
35,712
15,974

387
317
249
338
140

50
47
45
44
44

9
9
13
4
5

The Shenandoah Valley Wireless club had 6 logs credited to the club name for the club compeon, and with a score of 208,458 points, the club came in
71st out of 98 clubs! Not too shabby!
The Shenandoah Valley Wireless club was also acve in the October 2014 CQ WW DX SB contest, with the following eﬀorts sent in to the contest sponsors:
Call

Name

Claimed Score

N5SMQ Butch Washer 24,794
W8RTN Doug Tippe>
88,608
AD4TJ David Tanks
58,692
W4ZAO John Keller
256,250
N4EDI Ed Varner
10,875

Q's
100
210
177
371
55

Band: 10

15

20

40 80 160

26 21 53 Not reported
30 101 23 15
Not reported
15 21 17 2

-

-

4

4

-

-

In the May 2014 CQ WW WPX CW contest, only Jeﬀ Rinehart W4PJW and myself entered:
Jeﬀ
David

371,207 claimed points 429 Q's: 10 = 16, 15 = 78, 20 = 258, 40 = 77
38,192 claimed points 140 Q's:

15 = 41, 20 = 68, 40 = 31

In the SCC( Slovenia Contest Club ) 2014 August RTTY Championship, I entered the Single Operator Low Power category, with 103 Q's and 68 M's,for a
score of 16,796 points, and came in 16th out of 52 US staons! 21st in North America, and 183rd in the world.
73, David AD4TJ

EURAO Party - Autumn 2014:
be digital, explore 30m
The European Radio Amateurs' Organizaon: h4p://www.eurao.org ,
together with the 30 Meter Digital Group: h4p://www.30MDG.org announce a new party on the air, this me with the mo>o: "be digital, explore 30m". Remember this is not a contest, it is just a radio meeng with
a few simple 'rules', be>er to call them recommendaons.
Purpose: to promote this magniﬁcent band, all digital modes, have fun
and meet other hams all over the world. Of course also SWLing is welcome.
Date & me: December 20th and 21st, 2014, Saturday and Sunday, 00:00-
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24:00 UTC.

Bands & modes: these are the recommended modes/frequencies
(+/-) for the 30m band: CW/10.100-10.130, SSTV-N/10.132 and
10.144, WSPR/10.1386, JT65/JT9 10.138-10.140, BPSK31/10.14010.142, RTTY/10.142-10.145, ROS/10.144-10.145, FeldHELL/10.144,
APRS/10.1491-10.1495 MHz. Tools: HamSpots, Band Chart.
.
Exchange: because this is a QSO event, not a contest, you can talk about
whatever you want, in any language, and for as long as you like. Here are
some topic suggesons to get the conversaon going: name, city, locator,
weather, antennas, rigs, etc.
go here for more details: h4p://www.eurao.org/en/node/639

Thanks Dave.
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Ray Russell, Raysweather.com, Boone, NC owns the domain.

Parkway Weather Site
There is a new weather web site oﬀering the weather along the
Blue Ridge Parkway from recently installed weather staons.
h4p://www.brpweather.com

In the Ridge District there are staons located at Staunton
(Weyers Cave), Montebello, James River, Peaks of O>er, Roanoke.
Some web cams too.
Gordon Batey, WA4FJC

Safety Tips from Red Cross
Bi4er cold temperatures and snow are hiNng two-thirds of
the country, exposing people to dangerously frigid weather and
causing home heang systems to work overme to keep everyone warm. The American Red Cross is urging people to use cauon when heang their homes in these cold condions and
oﬀers way to stay safe during the deep freeze.
HOME FIRE SAFETY -- Seven mes a day, someone in this country dies in a home ﬁre. Heang ﬁres are the second leading
cause of these ﬁres which occur more o8en as cold weather
sets in and people turn on their heang system. The Red Cross
has launched a naonwide campaign to reduce the number of
home ﬁre deaths and injuries by 25 percent over the next ﬁve
years
Heang a home can be expensive. Almost half of the families in
the United States use alternate heang sources such as space
heaters, ﬁreplaces, or coal or wood stoves to cut costs while
staying warm. These supplemental heang sources can be dangerous if not used properly. The Red Cross oﬀers the following
safety ps on how to prevent heang ﬁres:

•

Never use a cooking range or oven to heat your home.

•

Use a glass or metal ﬁre screen to keep your ﬁre in your
ﬁreplace. Make sure it's large enough to catch sparks and
rolling logs.

•

Have wood and coal stoves, ﬁreplaces, chimneys, and furnaces professionally inspected and cleaned once a year.

WINTER STORM SAFETY -- Wear layers of lightweight clothing
to stay warm during cold weather, as well as gloves and hat.
Other safety steps include the following:
•

Bring pets indoors. If that's not possible, make sure they
have enough shelter to keep them warm and that they can
get to unfrozen water.

•

If you lose power, go to a designated public shelter to stay
warm.

•

Avoid driving in sleet, freezing rain, snow or dense fog. If
you have to travel, keep a disaster supplies kit in the car.

•

Keep all potenal sources of fuel like paper, clothing, bedding, curtains or rugs at least three feet away from space
heaters, stoves, or ﬁreplaces.

•

Check on your elderly neighbors. Help those who may need
special assistance, including people with disabilies and
children.

•

Don't leave portable heaters and ﬁreplaces una>ended.
Turn oﬀ space heaters and make sure any embers in the
ﬁreplace are exnguished before going to bed or leaving
home.

•

Before tackling strenuous tasks such as shoveling show,
consider your physical condion.

•

Know the signs of hypothermia - confusion, dizziness, exhauson and severe shivering. If someone has these symptoms, they should get immediate medical a>enon.

•

Watch for symptoms of frostbite including numbness,
ﬂushed gray, white, blue or yellow skin discoloraon,
numbness or waxy feeling skin.

•

•

Place space heaters on a level, hard and nonﬂammable surface (such as ceramic le ﬂoor), not on rugs or carpets or
near bedding or drapes. Keep children and pets away from
space heaters.
When buying a space heater, look for models that shut oﬀ
automacally if the heater falls over.

The Monitor

-- American Red Cross

13

Power and Travel Information

14

December 2014

The Monitor

15

How to Travel During
a Winter Storm
If at all possible, you should not a>empt to travel during a winter storm.
If you absolutely must, however, follow these ps from the Naonal
Weather Service:
• Always have Emergency Supplies in the trunk of your car (see below).
• Keep your car's gas tank FULL.

wind is blowing) open a crack for fresh air. If you started with a full tank,
you should have enough fuel to do this for at least 48-72 hours, long
enough for rescuers to arrive.
• Leave the parking lights on while the engine is running so that you
can be seen.
• As you sit, move your arms and legs to keep the blood circulang.
Always Keep an Emergency Kit in the Trunk of your Car. Make sure each
car you drive has a disaster supplies kit containing:
• Blankets

• Always let someone know your desnaon, your route, any alternate
routes you may take, and when you expect to arrive. If you don't check in
at the expected me, they can send help along your routes.

• A shovel

• In addion to your mobile radio in the car, take along a hand-held for
backup.

• A supply of sand (water-so8ener salt is cheap and comes in bags) for
weight and use as a tracon enhancer.

• As you drive, make mental notes of your progress, so if you become
stuck you can report your exact locaon.

• Jumper Cables

If you do get stuck,

• An Extra Set of dry Clothing wrapped in a plasc bag

• Flares
• First Aid Kit

• Stay with your car. No ma>er how tempng, do not, repeat, do not try
to walk to safety during a winter storm.• Radio your locaon and appraise the listener of your locaon and status. Ask the listener to check
back with you on a set schedule. Run the engine while you are transmidng to avoid draining the ba>ery.
• Start the car, and use the heater for about ten minutes every hour or
so. Keep the exhaust pipe clear of snow so that fumes don't back up into
the car. Keep a window (on the opposite side of the car from which the

• Flashlight and extra ba>eries
• A small non-perishable food supply (candy bars, pop-top cans of Vienna
sausage, crackers, or other non-perishables not aﬀected by cold).
• A Brightly-Colored cloth to e to the antenna if you get stuck.
From the NWS Skywarn Brochure

Sky Warn Winter Education:
Measuring Snow
The SkyWarn program is not intended to provide regular, formal weather observations to the weather service. Rather, it is intended to provide
reports of severe weather such as hail, heavy sleet, freezing rain, ice
accumulations, and high winds. These phenomena should be reported
immediately to the SkyWarn 1-800 number, or reported through the
SkyWarn nets if activated during a blizzard or winter storm.
SkyWarn volunteers should avoid providing extraneous information
such as snowfall and snow depth if they are not properly trained in how
to measure such information.
Measuring snow is a serious business for official NOAA Cooperative
Observers. These highly-trained individuals use very detailed and
tightly-scheduled, carefully-controlled equipment and techniques to
provide accurate and precise measurements for meteorologists and
climatologists.
By contrast, however, most SkyWarn volunteers are not sufficiently
trained or skilled at measuring snow to provide much useful weather
data beyond reporting unusually severe conditions.
If properly trained, however, SkyWarn observers can enhance the usefulness of their observations by giving this information as a supplemental part of their severe weather report, or when requested by the
activated SkyWarn net manager.
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SEVERE WEATHER REPORTS
SkyWarn volunteers should report hail, heavy sleet, freezing rain, ice
accumulations, and high winds. SkyWarn volunteers should become
familiar with the difference between hail, which normally occurs during
thunderstorms in the spring and summer, versus sleet, which often is
much tinier, lighter, and occurs without thunder and lightning when the
temperature is near or below freezing.
Freezing rain is rain that freezes once it contacts the cold surface of the
ground or other objects.
Ice accumulation is measured by breaking off a piece of ice accumulating on an object, and measuring the thickness of the ice chunk to the
nearest tenth of an inch. Ice accumulation measurements can be
made once every three hours or when requested by SkyWarn net control.
When reporting the severe weather mentioned in the paragraphs
above, SkyWarn volunteers should resist the urge to add extraneous
information to their reports unless they know their measurements were
taken in accordance with strict NOAA measurement techniques.
NOAA SNOW MEASUREMENTS
There are three measurements used by NOAA with respect to snow. The
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three measurements are made using different techniques.
The first measurement is called “Snowfall”, the second is “Snow Depth”,
and the third is “Precipitation”. These three terms have very different
meanings, and the numbers must be measured and reported correctly.

the ground at the end of that snowstorm. It is actually possible for a
storm to drop 12 inches of SNOWFALL, and yet only six to eight inches
of snow will be on the ground at the end of the storm.
Be clear: “Snowfall” is not the same as “snow depth”.

SNOWFALL

SNOW DEPTH

Regardless of what you hear on the radio or TV, or what your neighbors
say, it is completely meaningless to report that “the storm dumped eight
inches of snow on the city over the weekend.” That is NOT “Snowfall”.

Snow depth is the amount of accumulated snow on the ground at the
time of your observation. Snow depth observations are taken once per
day. The measurement of snow depth includes not only new snow from
the current storm, but also includes any old leftover snow from previous
storms, ice, melted and refrozen snow, slush, sleet, etc.

Snowfall is the amount of snow which accumulates on a flat, white, level
surface (called a “snowboard”) placed out in the open (away from obstructions such as buildings, trees, fences, decks, and lawn furniture)
between periodic manual “clearing” operations.
To measure snowfall, you must use a flat, unbendable, hard surface,
and it must be painted white.
The surface does not need to be very large: a single 12-inch by 12- inch
square-foot piece of plywood will do nicely.
The board must be placed on the ground, flat and level, before the snow
begins to fall, it helps if you place a tiny
flag, wire, or other marker next to the board so you can find it once snow
has covered it up.
To take a “Snowfall” reading, use a ruler or hard tape measure calibrated in tenths of an inch. Snowfall is always measured to the nearest
tenth of an inch. Stick the ruler down in the snow until it hits the snowboard surface, and take the reading at the surface of the snow. Do not
lift the snowboard to take the reading, as moving the board will cause
the snow to settle slightly.
Once you have taken your reading, write it down (human memory is
notorious for its failures), and then pick the snowboard up and wipe it
clean. Place the clean snowboard back down very carefully in a new
location on TOP of the surface of the snow so that it is level. If necessary move your flag or marker to the new location.
Do not replace your snowboard in the hole where it originally was located. The snow from around the edges of the hole will collapse or blow
back onto the snowboard and cause error in your next measurement.
Make sure the new location is level, flat, and away from obstacles such
as buildings, fences, trees, etc.
Snowfall readings should be taken once every six hours, or when snow
has accumulated on the board close to four inches.
If readings are taken more often than every six hours, add the readings
together to get a single six-hour snowfall total.
For example, if it is snowing very hard, and you record 4.1 inches after 3
hours, clear your board, and you then record another 2.4 inches after
another 3 hours, you will report a six-hour snowfall total of 4.1 + 2.4
inches, or 6.5 inches of snowfall for that six hour period.
Snowfall does not have to be reported every six hours. You can report a
daily total, but a daily total must be for exactly 24 hours.
Use the word “Snowfall” when reporting the 6-hour or 24-hour snow
measured in this way. You are also free to add up the measurements
during an entire storm for a “storm total snowfall”.
Snow packs down as it accumulates, the sun causes melting and evaporation (sublimation), and wind blows snow away. So you can readily see
that “Snowfall” cumulatively measured every six hours during a snowstorm is quite likely very different from the depth of snow that will be on
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Snow depth should be measured in undisturbed areas that have not
been walked on, trodded upon, or otherwise disturbed by man or animals. To measure snow depth, walk around the undisturbed area sticking your ruler into the snow and measure from the bottom of the snow
to the top. On a hard surface such as a driveway or sidewalk, this will
give you snow depth. On grass, however, snow tends to stick to grass
blades, and thus the ruler will measure the snow depth plus the gap
between the bottom of the snow to the actual ground. Be sure you are
measuring only the depth of accumulated snow and ice.
Do not take measurements in obvious drifts or piles of snow which
have gathered along the edges of buildings, trees, buildings, etc. Measure only in open areas away from obstacles. Make numerous measurements, and average them.
Snow depth is always reported rounded to the nearest whole inch.
“Snow depth” is measured and reported only once per day. It is possible to have a 24-hour snowfall total of 16.2 inches, for example, but
only have a snow depth of 10 inches due to packing, melting, etc.
Similarly, if there was snow on the ground already before a snow storm
— perhaps weeks old — it is possible for a station to report a snowfall of
only 1.1 inches, but a snow depth of 42 inches.
PRECIPITATION
Precipitation is the water equivalent, measured during the 24-hour
observation period. Very few SkyWarn volunteers will be willing to go to
the trouble of reporting precipitation. Precipitation measurements are
the least necessary of the three measurements, but are still important
for cooperative observer stations to provide a continuous set of observations for climatological purposes.
Precipitation measurements requires a special rain gauge with a special snow accumulation tube built to go along with the rain gauge, and
involves melting the snow accumulating in the tube over the past 24hour observation period.
An amateur weather observer can obtain an approximation of the precipitation figure by using a very large rain gauge which allows accumulating of snow through a large (more than six square inches) opening,
and then carefully melting the snow inside to obtain a water equivalent
reading.
But it must be emphasized that unless the observer uses the official
weather service-approved equipment, such measurements will not
have official standing with NOAA and should not be provided during
SkyWarn Reports.
VIDEO AVAILABLE ONON-LINE
A good and informative video on snow measurement for cooperative
stations can be found online at:
http://madishttp://madis-data.noaa.gov/snow_video.html
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News from ARRL
CQ WPX AND LOTW (Some Applications Submitted Were Not Processed). From ARRL.org, under news: "It has been determined that some CQ WPX
Awards Program applications using ARRL's Logbook of The World (LoTW) were not properly processed. If you used LoTW to apply for a WPX Award
between mid-October and early November and have not yet received a e-mail acknowledgment, contact WPX Award Manager Steve Bolia, N8BJQ."
W1AW/* -Portable in IL ME -Dec 3 - Dec 9;

MT & IN Dec 10- Dec. 16;

How’s DX
A6, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. Gerry, VE6LB, will once again be
active as A6/VE6LB from Dubai between December 22-25th.
25th
Activity will be limited (holiday style) using 100 watts into a
G5RV antenna (40-10m), but with a focus on 12/10m and
mainly on CW. QSL direct via his home callsign (QRZ.com address) or LoTW and eQSL. Bureau QSLs can be requested via Email at: ve6lb@telus.net Visit his Web page at:
http://www.telusplanet.net/public/telwest/ve6lb.htm
On-line log will be available at:
http://logsearch.de/index.php/onlinehttp://logsearch.de/index.php/online-logsearch
D4, CAPE VERDE.
VERDE. Fran, EA7FTR, will once again be active as
D44KS from Boa Vista between November 9th and December
5th. Activity will be limited to his spare time (job commitments)
on 40-6 meters using SSB and RTTY. QSL via EB7DX.
FO, French Polynesia:
Polynesia Philippe, FO4BM, activates Mangareva
Island (OC-063) between the 12th and 24th. QRV on HF as
FO8BM/p and/or as FO8AA/p. FO8AA is the call of the Club
Oceanien de Radio et Astronomie (CORA), which celebrates its
80th anniversary this year. QRV as FO8AA/p between Nov. 1
and the year's end in CW, SSB, RTTY, PSK, and JT65. A special
award will also be available. QSL FO8AA/p via bureau or direct,
FO8BM/p via F4FJH, LotW, ClubLog.
HC8 Galapagos Islands - HC2AO, OG2K, R4WAA, RA1AGL,
RC5A, RM0F and UA1ANA will be active (callsign pending)
from the Galapagos Islands (SA
SA004 from 22 November
SA-004)
to 6 December.
December They will be QRV on all bands, 6 metres
included, and will participate in the CQ WW DX CW Contest.
QSL via RC5A. [TNX NG3K]
HI, Dominican Republic: Vittorio, DJ0ML, is going to stay in the
country until June 2015 and gets on the air as HI7/DJ0ML on
80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 6m. QSL via DJ0ML (d)
HK0_sa
- Tim, LW9EOC will be active as 5K0A from San Andres
HK0
Island (NA-033) from 26 November to 4 December. He will
operate CW, SSB and RTTY, with an entry in the CQ WW DX CW
Contest. QSL via LW9EOC and LoTW; logsearch on Club Log.

GA & HI Dec 17-Dec 23;

IA & PA Dec. 24 - DEc. 31.

JW,
JW, Svalbard:
Svalbard Svein, LA9JKA, will put Bear Island (EU027) on the air again until April 2015. QRV on HF and
6m. QSL direct via LA9JKA.
PA - Celebrating the annual arrival of Sinterklaas (a forefather to Santa Claus), special station PD6SINT will be active
from 17 November to 14 December.
December QSL via the Dutch bureau.
[TNX PD1AET]
RI1,
RI1, ANTARCTICA.
ANTARCTICA Nikolai, RW6ACM (ex-RI1ANP), will be active
as RI1ANZ from Progress Station starting December 22nd.
22nd Activity will be on the HF bands using CW, SSB and the Digital
modes. QSL via RN1ON, by the Bureau, direct, eQSL or LoTW.
S5 Slovenia:
Slovenia Special event stations S507SLG and S507PMC,
both run by the Radio Club Slovenj Gradec (S59DCD), call attention to Slovenj Gradec's role as a Peace Messenger City. QRV
until 5 January 2015. There will also be a WW PMS Contest on
January 3/4. QSL via bureau.
http://www.s59dcd.si/en10/index.php?option=com_content&vi
ew=article&id=78&Itemid=92
XT,
XT, Burkina Farso:
Farso Harald, DF2WO, plans a trip to the country
from Nov. 17 to Dec. 2, pending the political situation. QRV as
XT2AW on HF in CW and SSB. QSL via M0OXO (OQRS).

Islands on the Air
AFAF-003 - ZD8, ASCENSION ISLAND.
ISLAND Marko, N5ZO, will be active as
ZD8O from Ascension Island between November 17th and December
2nd.
2nd Activity will be mainly in contests. His activity in the CQWW DX CW
Contest will be Single-Op/All- Band entry. QSL via OH0XX.
AFAF-019. (Correction - Not AFAF-109) Miran,
Miran, S50O, will operate as
IG9/S50O from Lampedusa Island, QTH Punto Alaimo (WW LOC
JM65HM) until end of December. Miran will participate in both SSB
and CW CQWW Contests as IO9Y team member in Multi/Multi entry
from ZONE 33. All QSLs for IG9/S50O via his home callsign by the
Bureau, direct with SASE + 2 USDs or Clublog's OQRS. Cards will be
ready to print soon into 2015, LoTW later.

This month’s bulle'n was made possible with informa'on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle'n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,
DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
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AFAF-090 - 5R,
5R, MADAGASCAR.
MADAGASCAR Eric, F6ICX, will once again be active as
5R8IC from Saint Marie Island (AF
AFAF-090)
090 between December 3rd and
December 12th.
12th Activity will be holiday style on all HF bands operating
maily CW, but some SSB, RTTY, and PSK63, using a FT450 with 100
watts into various GPs or Inverted-Ls and a Hexbeam for 20-10 meters. There will be no online log during his activity. QSL via his home
callsign (QRZ.com). Logs will be uploaded to ClubLog and LoTW.
ANAN-005 - VK0, Macquarie Island:
Island Rod/VK6MH begins a 6-month stint
on Macquarie Island (AN-005, WW Loc. QD96lm) at the end of October
and hopes to get on the air as VK0MH. Logs will be uploaded to
ClubLog and LoTW as often as possible. QSL via N3SL.
ANAN-016—CE9/KC4
016 CE9/KC4,
CE9/KC4, Antarctica:
Antarctica Felix, DL5XL, returns to the base Neumayer III (AN
ANAN-016,
016 WAP DEU-08, DLFF-022, WW Loc. IB59uh) between
December and the end of February 2015.
2015 QRV as DP1POL, mainly in
CW with some SSB and RTTY. QSL via DL1ZBO, LoTW.
ASAS-003 -SRI LANKA, 4S.
4S Peter, DC0KK is QRV as 4S7KKG from
Moragalla, IOTA ASAS-003,
003 until April 10, 2015.
2015 Activity will be on the HF
bands using mainly CW and digital modes. QSL to home call.
ASAS-031 -JD1, OGASAWARA.
OGASAWARA Freddy, F4HEC, will be active as JD1BOX
from Chichijima Island (AS-031, WLOTA 2269, WWFF JAFF-018, JCG
10007), Tokyo Prefecture, between December 44-12th.
12th Reports indicate that Freddy is one of the very few European operators to ever
receive a JD1 callsign. Activity will be on 80-10 meters using SSB only.
QSL via F4HEC, by the Bureau or direct.
NANA-016 - ZF, CAYMAN ISLANDS.
ISLANDS Henning, OZ1BII, will be active as
ZF2EE from George Town, Cayman Islands (NA-016) between November 27th and December 1st.
1st Activity will be on 160-10
meters, including the 30/17/12m bands and mainly CW
using an Elecraft K3 w/100w into Cushcraft R6 vertical
and a 110 ft Long Wire. He plans to be in the CQWW DX
CW Contest (December 29-30th) as a Single-Op entry. QSL via OZ1BII.
NANA-022 -VP2E - Rich, KE1B (VP2EAQ) and Anna, W6NN (VP2EAR)
will be active again from Anguilla (NA-022) from 23 November to 1
December. They will operate holiday style on 40-10 metres CW, SSB
and RTTY. QSL via KE1B, LoTW and eQSL. Logsearch and OQRS on
Club Log. [TNX NG3K]
NANA-104—
104—V4 - Dave, WJ2O (www.wj2o.com) will be active as
V4/WJ2O from St. Kitts (NA-104) from 26 November to 2 December,
including a SOAB LP entry in the CQ WW DX CW Contest. QSL via
N2ZN. [TNX NG3K]
OCOC-042—
042—DU - PHILIPPINES:
PHILIPPINES Michael, W6QT is QRV as DU3/W6QT from
Luzon Island, IOTA OC-042, until March 2015. Activity is on 40 to 10
meters. QSL to home call.
SASA-005 - CE0Z, JUAN FERNANDEZ ISLAND.
ISLAND Felipe, CE5WQO, will be
active as CE0Z/CE5WQO from Juan Fernandez Island (SA-005) between December 1919-27th.
27th He informs OPDX that this will be a vacation, so operations will be holiday style on 160-10 meters using CW,
SSB and the Digital modes. Equipment will be an Icom IC-746Pro +
Icom PS 125 with a Yaesu FL-2100z amp (600w) into a W8AMZ G5RV
antenna and 2 element yagi for 10m. PLEASE NOTE:
NOTE Felipe would like
to know which bands and modes the HAM community needs for CE0Z.
Also, if any one wants to sponsor a better antenna, to please contact
him so he can receive any package at his address in Miami, FL. QSL
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via KA3LKM (w/2 IRCs or greenstamps).
SASA-006—
006—PJ4 - PJ4/W4PA, PJ4/WF7T and PJ4/S53R will be active
from Bonaire (SA
SASA-006)
006 from 19 November to 1 December. Along
with PJ4NX and PJ4DX they will participate in the CQ WW DX CW Contest as PJ4Q (QSL via W4PA). Outside the contest the focus will be on
160, 30, 17 and 12 metres; PJ4/WF7T will operate digital modes on
all bands before the contest. [TNX NG3K]
SASA-099 - PJ2, CURACAO.
CURACAO Operators Martin/K2PLF, Jeff/K8ND,
Gene/KB7Q, Bill/K9HZ, Lee/KY7M, Rich/N0YY, Fred/NA2U,
Jim/W8WTS, Geoff/W0CG (PJ2DX), Kyle/WA4PGM, Joerg/DF9LJ and
possibly others will be active from the Caribbean Contesting Consortium's (CCC) Signal Point contest station on Curacao Island (SA
SASA-099,
099 WLOTA 0942)
between November 18th and
December 2nd.
2nd The team's
main focus will be on the
CQWW DX CW Contest
(November 29-30th) as a
Multi/? Entry using the
callsign PJ2T. Outside the
contest, operators will be
signing PJ2/homecall or their
own personal PJ2 callsign.
QSL PJ2T via W3HNK. QSL
PJ2DX direct to W0CG. QSL
all others via their home
callsigns.

Contests & Special Events
For more informa'on, go to:
h4p://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
2 ARS Spartan Sprint
4 NRAU 10m Acvity Contest
5-7 ARRL 160-M Contest
6 TARA RTTY Melee
6 Wake up! QRP Sprint
6-7 ARRL EME Contest
6-7 TOPS Acvity Contest
7 10-M RTTY Contest
7 SARL Digital Contest
10 NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint
13-14 ARRL 10-M Contest
17 NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint
19 AGB-Party Contest
20 OK DX RTTY Contest
20-21 Croaan CW Contest
21 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW
22 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
26 DARC Christmas Contest
27 RAC Winter Contest
27-28 Stew Perry Top Band Challenge
28 RAEM Contest

RTTY
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The Glowbugs' Christmas
T'was the night before Christmas
And all through the shack
Not a heater was glowing
In all of the rack.
Sitting totally silent and quiet that night
The old HRO shed nary a light.
The Johnson exciter and its homebrew final
Felt cold as leftovers, or seat-cover vinyl,
I drowsed at my workbench feeling tired and weary,
The print in the Handbook looked fuzzy and smeary.
I thought, "I'll make coffee", and groaned to my feet
When I heard a loud clatter outside in the street.
What the--? I wondered and turned on the lights
And there I beheld a wondrous sight:
A battered old van heaped high with components
And a grizzled old ham with a bagful of doughnuts.

"For the regennie crowd, 201s by the score
And good ol' type 30s and 19s galore.
I haven't neglected the passive-parts run
There's lots of good iron by old Thordarson."

I noted his callsign-- can't recall it today-But a patch on the side read "FMLA".
I opened the door and hollered "Come in!
The coffee pot's heating, and we'll sit down and chin!"

I nodded and smiled, suppressing a chortle
As he reached in his pack and left me a 304TL.
He whistled, "I'm leaving, the coffee was great,
But I'm overdue in the neighboring state."

He spoke not a word but whistled in Morse
A "GE OM", and "By golly, I'm hoarse.
Too many contacts, and hot rosin smoke."
I nodded and poured him a mug of jamoke.

"Keep everyone building the rigs of their choosing
Or we'll lose the bands that we're lazy in using.
Transistors or tubes-- any project is fine-Just keep on constructing and sharing on line."

He emptied the doughnuts in a pile on a plate
And explained in a whistle, "I'm running real late.
I've new 6L6s and fine 211s, 6146s and good 'SN7s.
And 866s and 0B2s, type 45s and mil-spec 807s."

He leaped to his feet and waved a gloved hand
As he sprang for the door and his rusty old van.
I heard him exclaim as he drove away from me,
"Merry Christmas, you Glowbugs, and to all 73!"

A Ham's Christmas video for your enjoyment...
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ailFghtEKsc
HD: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxJpunNf5WI

How Long Has It Been Since You Checked
Into One of the Nets?
Don’t forget:
forget The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out
your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear. Take advantage
of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local
hams.
The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550. the remaining Sundays on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at
8:00 pm local time.
The Rockingham County Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.55 simplex, all other Mondays on the 147.225
repeater (PL 131.8).
The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the 146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).
The NVTN (Northern
Northern Virginia Traffic Net)
Net meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.
The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All hams are welcome!
The VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net) meets daily on 3.947 kHz at 6:00 PM local time. All hams are welcome!
welcome
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*Deadline for newsletter articles is the 20th of the preceding month of publication.

Calendar of Local Events
December
1 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
1 Rockingham County Net ( K4NRA)
4 MARA/VARA Christmas Banquet
5 PVARC Club Mee'ng
5 Friday Luncheon
7 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex)
8 Rockingham County Net (WF4O )
11 Augusta County ARES Net
12 Friday Luncheon
13 VE Tesng
14 Page County ARES Net
15 Rockingham County Net ( KA4EEN )
15 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
19 Friday Luncheon
20 Deadline for January newsle4er submission*
21 Page County ARES Net
22 Rockingham County Net ( K4LXG )
24 CHRISTMAS EVE
25 CHRISTMAS DAY
26 Friday Luncheon
28 Page County ARES Net
29 Rockingham County Net ( K4RMY )
31 NEW YEARS EVE

1 NEW YEAR’S DAY
1 Rockingham County Net ( )
1 MARA Club Mee'ng
2 PVARC Club Mee'ng
2 Friday Luncheon
4 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex)
5 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
5 Rockingham County Net ( )
6 VARA Club Mee'ng
8 Augusta County ARES Net
9 Friday Luncheon
11 Page County ARES Net
12 Rockingham County Net ( )
16 Friday Luncheon
18 Page County ARES Net
19 Rockingham County Net ( )
19 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
19 Marn Luther King Day
20 Deadline for February newsle4er submission*
23 Friday Luncheon
25 Page County ARES Net
26 Rockingham County Net ( )
30 Friday Luncheon

VE News (No, we’re not talking about Canada)
Our next testing will be held Dec. 13.at
13 the Woodmen of the
World building on Highway 42 (John Wayland Highway) just north
of Dayton, Virginia. Sign-in starts at 9:00 am, followed immediately by testing. If you are an accredited VE and would like to
help, contact Gayle Shull, KU4XN,
KU4XN at gshu7411@gmail.com.
Gayle Shull, KU4XN
The club newsletter, the Monitor,
Monitor is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email
distribution, in PDF format. However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter
editor directly of all changes in email address. Electronic back issues will be provided free to members on request.
Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club officers to receive a hardcopy of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version. However, the hardcopy requires additional production and delivery time and is not guaranteed to arrive before the scheduled
monthly club meeting dates.
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting)
should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution. Members
who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email
attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.
The Monitor
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Club Information
MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.
President:
President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM
Vice President:
President: Andrew Pearson, N4RCE
Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF
Treasurer:
Treasurer Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC
Board (exp 2015): Bryan Daniels, K4RMY
Board (exp 2016): Foster Farone, WF4O

http://mara.ws
MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
President: John Keller, W4ZAO
Vice President: Ed Varner, N4EDI
Secretary:
Secretary David Tanks, AD4TJ
Treasurer: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC

http://w4xd.com
VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at the Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond
Road in Staunton, Virginia
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm,
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm

Visitors are always welcome
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to:
VARA, Greg Czerniak
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 24401-1661

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

President:
President Tim Ramey, AK4CJ
Vice President:
President Morgan Phenix, K4RHD
Secretary: John Spillman, KT4CB
Treasurer: Zory Glaser, KB3VQC
Board Member:
Member Open
Board Member: Gary Fisher, K6OZ

http://www.k4pmh.org

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month
at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room
in Luray, VA.
The meeting begins at 6:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 22835-0245

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc.
for members of the three amateur radio clubs
in the Central Shenandoah Valley.
Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment
to all club members in good standing.
Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies.
Contact the president of your respective club
for information on paper copies.
Back issues are freely available on the MARA website
starting a few months after publication.
Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships,
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a
timely basis to individuals who are not club members.
Occasional complimentary current copies are
provided to prospective members free of charge.
Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies
at club expense to various constituencies.
Contact your respective club officers for more information.
Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization,
the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair
Use Provisions of copyright law.
Copyright notices must be respected.
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Membership Renewal Form
NAME: ____________________________________________________________

CALLSIGN: __________________ CLASS: _____

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: _______________________
HOME PHONE: ________________________________________ WORK PHONE: __________________________________________
CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBER ARRL (Y/N) ___

REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)______

SKYWARN ID:

______________________

Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N) _______

MARA members mail with $12 to: MARA, PO Box 1882, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
VARA members mail with $15 to: VARA, Greg Czerniak, 418 Oriole St., Staunton, VA 2440124401-1661
22835--0245
PVARC members mail with $12 to: PVARC, PO Box 245, Luray VA 22835

Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.
The club newsletter, the Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email distribution, in PDF
format. However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter editor directly of all changes in email address. Electronic back issues will be provided free to members on request.
Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club officers to receive a hardcopy
of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version. However, the hardcopy requires additional production and delivery
time and is not guaranteed to arrive before the scheduled monthly club meeting dates.
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting) should notify the newsletter
editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution. Members who are using the latest update version of Adobe
Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.

Members not renewing by the end of the February meeting will be dropped from the active
mailing list, and may experience significant delays in being restored to the list once dues
have been paid.

The Monitor
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MARA/VARA/PVARC
c/o John Spillman
168 Bosley Drive Ext.
Stanley, VA 22851
Phone: 540-778-1332
Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

MARA
VARA
PVARC

