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VARA Meeting: February 3rd
The Valley Amateur Radio Association,
Association will hold its February 3rd meeting at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30
Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA. Dinner starts at 6:00pm, and the general meeting begins at 7:00pm.

MARA Meeting: February 5th
The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc.,
Inc will hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, February 5th at the Wood
Grill on Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM. All hams and their families are invited and welcome. This month’s program will be “Show & Tell”. Bring your latest radio project to brag on.

PVARC Meeting: February 6th
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular meeting on February 6th at 6:30pm at the Page County Sheriff’s
Training Room in Luray. All hams and their guests are invited.

Weekly Friday Luncheon
The Friday weekly casual lunch meetings are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old
Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA at 11:00AM. Directions: I-81 to Exit 222,
Richmond Rd. & Rte 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the left across
the street from Mrs. Rowe’s.

Well, Here It Is!
Here is what?
Your very last issue of the Monitor, of course.
That is, unless you have renewed your club membership for
2014.
Don’t miss out. Turn to the last page of this issue (inside the
back cover) and complete and mail the renewal form with
your check today. If your club treasurer doesn’t receive it by
the February club meeting, well, — let’s just say that you’ll
be sorry.
At Left : An unnamed ham from Harrisonburg is disrobed and escorted to the Bear Den
repeater site after failing to renew his club dues by the end of the February meeting.
(From the February 2004 issue of the Monitor)

MARA President’s Column
Greengs to everyone, welcome to February, seems like
Christmas was only a couple of days ago.
As we are starng a new year there is one more thing that
we have to start geng ready for, and that is Field Day,
the BIG event in ham radio that happens on the last full
weekend in June. While that may seem a long way oﬀ,
there are some things that have to be done to get ready.
VARA and MARA get together for this event, and I understand that VARA already has their members for the commi*ee, so MARA is looking for several (three or more) representaves. I'd like to have out representaves in place,
so please volunteer, either at the meeng or by leng me
know. You can send me an email volunteering for the
commi*ee (or anything else related to the club) at
kn4fm@arrl.net.

last meeng. If there is bad
weather and we have to
cancel or change a club meeng
night at the last minute, I'll make an
announcement on the 147.225 and
147.130 repeaters as well as an announcement on the Valley Hams
email group. If you are not a member on Valley Hams, get in touch
with Fred Evans at n4kym@yahoo.com. It is enrely free
and is a means to share ham radio informaon in this part
of the world. Be aware that it is NOT a forum to share
jokes and similar subject ma*er.
The next club meeng is February 5 at 6:30 at the Wood
Grill Buﬀet in Harrisonburg, hope to see everyone there.
Gerald
KN4FM

There was one announcement that I forgot to make at the

VARA President’s Column
Greeng fellow hams! The January meeng was packed
with enthusiast regulars along with a few new faces, (at
least to me) and for that I am grateful. Hopefully we will
see other hams a*end the February 3rd meeng at
7:00pm at the Hometown restaurant, located in the old
Shoney’s building oﬀ exit 222.
VARA will be in charge of the Field Day commi*ee this
year and I would like to thank Charlie and Ed for volunteering to be on the commi*ee. We sll need at least 1
more on the commi*ee who would also like to get his or
her feet wet and be the chairperson. The commi*ee last
year did a superb job and the result was 1st place in Virginia for 2A. So if you would like to volunteer please email or
call me. I know you want too, go ahead call or email me,
don’t wait, do it today.
We are also in need of a Program Director to schedule a
20-30 minute presentaon aEer each monthly meeng.
So if anyone would like to help out, you can call or email
me, it’s a great way to get involved with li*le work but
great rewards to the membership. I know you want to,
don’t be shy, pick up the phone and call me. Don’t delay,
only 11 more meengs leE ll next year.
There are a lot of contests coming up in the next few
months in all categories and I would really like to see everyone try at least one contest. It really is a lot of fun, you
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learn a lot and it gives you
great pracce in whatever
form of radio you enjoy. Think of it as
a pre-cursor to a real emergency situaon and you are the only one who
can get the informaon out to the
world, ex. Hai earthquake etc. I personally enjoy phone contests, so if
anyone is interested in preparing for a phone contest I
am more than willing to assist in geng you ready. I
know there are CW, RTTY and other operators that
would be also willing to help out. So give it a try, go
ahead you know you want to. You might even surprise
yourself and ﬁnd that you have missed out on a great
way to enjoy a new avenue of ham radio.
I have also signed up for Contest University and the Dayton ham fests again this year, don’t forget the hotels
book up early. The Contest University is $85.00 for the
full day course on Thursday May 14th and the Dayton
ham fest is May 15, 16, 17, ckets for the ham fest is
$20.00 in advance which covers all 3 days. There were
over 24,000 a*endees last year.
Stay warm, think safety ﬁrst and hope to hear you on the
bands!
John Keller W4ZAO
President VARA

January 2015

Programs—Presentations
Disclaimer: I am new to the position of program planner for the club.
Please be patient with me – I’ll be patient with you.

Valley Hams,
For the Massanutten Amateur Radio Association (MARA) 2015 year, I
am putting together a Speaker’s Bureau – a list of ham operators in our
area who are willing to present to the club a particular topic on amateur
radio at a monthly meeting.

Thanks for considering it. Who knows whose life you can inspire with
your interests.
Andrew Pearson, N4RCE, VP MARA

[MARA meets at the Wood Grill Buffet, 1711 Reservoir Street, Harrisonburg, VA on the first Thursday of every month. Dinner starts at 6:30pm.
Our business meeting starts at 7:30 pm. We like to be out no later than
8:30 p.m.]
I’ve included a list of topic areas below inspired by ARRL member profile
list.
Any presenter will need to be willing to keep the presentation between 15-30 minutes. (I've never seen members upset at short presentations - just saying.)
Please understand that listing with the club does not mean that you
will be giving a presentation at a meeting during 2015; it is only listing
your willingness to do so with a topic area.
Presentations may have access to a projector and screen. (But like
field day, be prepared for a worst-case scenario in case it doesn’t show
up or doesn’t operate according to plan.)
The topic must be related to amateur radio.
If you are interested, please send me:
your call
your name
your email/cell phone or however you would like to be contacted
the topic/title of your proposed presentation and the projected running time
please indicate if you would be willing to present to other groups in
the area, such as VARA or other community groups to either
n4rce@arrl.netor alpearson@verizon.net with MARA Speakers Bureau in
the subject line.

Topic Areas
Amateur Satellites
Amateur Television (SSTV, FSTV, etc.)
Amateur Radio apps for cell phones / iPads /Portable Devices
Award Hunting
Building Antennas
Building Equipment/Kits/Accessories
Contests
Continuing Education Training/Courses
Conventions, Hamfests, Flea Markets Or SwapMeets
Direction Finding (Foxhunting)
DXing
Emergency Communications/ARES/RACES
Emergency Power/Solar Power for radios
Field Day
Giving License Exams
Mobile Or Portable Operating
Nets- Starting and Managing a net
Personal Safety Related to Amateur Radio
Public Service Or Community Safety Related toAmateur Radio
QRP/Low Power Operating
Radio Control
Ragchewing/Casual Operating
Recruiting New Hams
Repeater Operation
Teaching New Hams
Traffic Handling
Vintage Equipment (Restoring, Operating)
Weak Signal (VHF/UHF/Microwave)

...And Another Reminder: Club Dues are Now Due!
(What are you waiting for? a Round Tuit?)
Renewal form on page 21.
Last Chance to renew!
The Monitor
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Page Valley Amateur Radio Club Repeater Day 146.625 MHz
Saturday 17 October 2015
Mark N4YSA organized this nice little get
together for us hams to “meet the repeater”, i.e., the Big Mountain repeater up on,
what else, Big Mountain.
Arranging a rendezvous at 10 AM at the
McDees in Shenandoah, Mark drove his Jeep
up the mountain earlier to be certain the
road was passable. Most attendees, including
Mark N4YSA, Gary K6OZ, Gary’s XYL, Jan,
Gene KJ4HFO, and Jim W4SIU, arrived at
the 2,995 foot elevation via luxurious automotive power. Patrick KE4EI, Patrick’s son,
Scott, and Morgan K4RHD used Vibrams over
rocks to gain access, starting from about four
miles east at the now closed GWNF visitor’s
center on US 211. It was a beautiful morning, a
trifle nippy at 24 degrees F, so walking up hill
was certainly one way to increase body heat.
We three arrived at the road just as four hams
in two vehicles were making the right turn for
the uphill home stretch to the repeater. Gene

Repeater Brains
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L to R Gary K60Z, Morgan K4RHD, Mark N4YSA, Sco* NOTYET, Gene KJ4HFO, Jim W4SIU.
Behind the lens: Patrick KE4EI

graciously offered lifts to the tired trekkers
but, of course, we could have none of that; the
tough guys dragged in at the repeater at least
15 minutes later, groaning a bit. Time to return,
and Jim W4SIU kindly offered us a lift in his
Jeep, and we piled in.
The “625” repeater is almost located at “you
can’t get there from here”. Some truth in that,
as the Newport Road is now closed off, with
no plans of reopening. That means riding
south to Rockingham County before heading
east to Shenandoah, and back north ~ 25
miles to route 211 and back up the mountain
to the visitor’s center, which is some 4
miles from the repeater. Thanks to Jim
W4SIU for the lift and showing us the
Katherine Furnace area. And my hat is off
to those who quite regularly make the trip
to the repeater to keep us all connected.
It was very interesting to see this miracle
machine that allows our little HT and portable rigs to reach all over the valley. Mark
explained a lot of the equipment in the
January 2015

mountaintop shack, the 146.625 MHz antenna
system, and a bit about the several other tow-

ers. This is a really nice set-up that we in this
area, and those passing through, are lucky to
have the use of. Thanks to all who keep this repeater going, and for the opportunity to see it.
Patrick KE4EI

Morgan K4RHD and Patrick KE4EI ready to hike
Tower with 146.625 et al.

Big Mountain Field Trip
The Page County ARES group trekked and trucked to
the Big Mountain Repeater site Saturday January 17,
to tour the RF rich environment of Big Mountain,
Morgan Phenix-K4RHD,Patrick Sprague-KE4EI and
Scott Sprague- no call yet , hiked in the 3 miles from
Rt.211 and arrived at the repeater site fresh and
ready to jog home, others who took 4X4's to the
mountain, Gary Fischer-K6OZ and Jan Fischer-XYL,
Jim Franklin-W4SIU and tour bus driver Gene FrazerKJ4HFO and Mark Hensley-N4YSA.

A shivering tour of the facilities included an explanation of the inter-workings of the Big Mountain Repeater System and Packet Node , the tower and antennas system,and a little history and a few snake
stories.
Page ARES Leadership would like to thank everyone
who braved the cold,wind and rough roads to come
to the site. We hope to see everyone at the monthly
ARES meeting in Luray on January 31, for up to date
Page County ARES information please check out our
website at www.pagecountyares.org

The Big Mountain Repeater Association would like to thank The Massanu*en Amateur
Radio Associaon for there donaon to the Big Mountain Associaon, the donaon is much appreciated
and will be put to good use in the maintenance and improvements of the repeater systems.
Phil Rinaca-KQ4D
Mark Hensley-N4YSA

075 repeater Just a reminder concerning tone access on the 075 machine. You can key up the machine even
if you do not have your rig's tone access enabled. The repeater will simply not pass your audio. So please remember to set your tone to 131.8 hz and have it enabled.
73 de Wayne, N4EYZ
The Monitor
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Contest Corner
The results of the North American CW, Phone, and RTTY QSO Parties of July and August 2014 are in. Here is how the local hams fared:
In the July 2014 NA RTTY QSO Party, the following hams participated:
Name Placed in 4th Call Area
Virginia (out of 20)
Score
Call
W4PJW
Jeff
11th of 76
5th
39,627
WS6X
Jim
12th of 76
6th
39,312
K4DJG
Bob
14th of 76
7th
34,314
N5SMQ
Butch
16th of 76
8th
28,350
AD4TJ
David
33rd of 76
11th
15,323
N4BCC
Bennie
51st of 76
17th
5,967

Q's
357
336
301
270
199
117

Multis
111
117
114
105
77
51

In the Team competition, the Blue Ridge Gentlemen team, made up of Jim, Bob, Butch, and myself placed 15th out of 33 nation-wide
entries with a combined score of 117,299 points.
In the North American CW QSO Party of August 2014, the following hams participated:
Name Placed In VA out of 35
Score
Q's
Multis
Call
WS6X
Jim
7th
65,008
478
136
N4BCC Bennie
21st
7,424
116
64
AD4TJ David
24th
5,040
90
56
These 3 operators also competed as the team of Blue Ridge Gentlemen, and came in 58th out of 79
nation-wide teams.
In the North American Phone QSO Party of August 2014, the following hams participated:
Name Placed in VA out of 35
Score
Q's
Multis
Call
W4PFM
Paul
1st!
64,125
513
125
W4ZAO
John
4th
34,402
334
103
N1QEQ
Bob 1
4th
9,768
148
66
N5SMQ
Butch
18th
8,955
199
45
AD4TJ
David
22nd
6,050
110
55
W8RTN
Doug
28th
4,116
98
42
N4BCC
Bennie
30th
3,569
83
43
N3JB
Al
32nd
2,013
61
33
We had 2 teams in this competition:
Blue Ridge Gentlemen #1: Paul, John, Bob, Bennie, and Al
Blue Ridge Gentlemen #2: Butch, David, and Doug
Team #1 placed 23rd out of 68 teams nation-wide; Team #2 placed 55th.
Looking forward to this year's contests!
73, David AD4TJ

Silent Keys
January 4, 2015 Jim Thompson, KE4LKP passed away.
January 11, 2015 John T. Bolding
This morning's Staunton paper had a note about Bruce Bolding's
Son passing away. Bruce KB6TUO came to several of our Friday
lunches and VARA Meengs at Hometown Buﬀet & Grill.
CHESAPEAKE – John Torston Bolding, 53, passed away unexpectedly Jan. 11, 2015, at his home in Chesapeake, Virginia. He is the
son of Patricia and Bruce Bolding of Staunton. Besides his parents,
he is survived by his wife, Susana; daughter, Carmen; son, Andrew;
sister, Ann; and a brother, Ma*hew.
A memorial service will be at 2 PM Saturday, Jan. 17, 2015 at Trinity Episcopal Church. At his request, he will be cremated and burial
will be private.

Bruce's address is:
Bruce M Bolding KB6TUO
681 GLORIA PL
STAUNTON, VA 24401
Phone: 540 886-1849
e-Mail: patandbruce@comcast.net
January 20, 2015 Ellen Edwards, wife of Doug Edwards,
KA4NWK passed away on Tuesday Jan 20th in Richmond. She
had been ill for a while. I expect that the arrangements will be announced shortly.
DOUGLAS W EDWARDS
78 WESTOVER DR
WAYNESBORO, VA 22980

My sincere condolences to the families of our departed friends. John, KT4CB, Editor

The Monitor
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VARA Secretary’s Report
January 6, 2015
21 members and guests met at the Hometown Grill and Buﬀet in Staunton, for the Valley Amateur Radio Associaon’s meeng of January 6,
2015. The meeng began at 6:59 pm, with President John Keller, W4ZAO
starng the introducons.
John also reminded the club of the present oﬃcers of the club: Ed Varner,
N4EDI is Vice President, Greg Czerniak, W4GRC is the Treasurer, and
David, Tanks AD4TJ is the secretary. The 50/50 drawing was held, with
Dan Hale KC8TEN, winning $13.00.
John also had 4 other items that were won by other cket holders:
Bennie Cook N4BCC won a Yaesu hat; Charlie Bennetch, N4LNU won a
Homeland Security book; Bennie won another hat( that one was a Flex
Radio hat ); and Ed won the other Homeland Security book.
ARES Report: David Tanks, AD4TJ, EC for Augusta County, reported that
the Augusta County ARES January net will be held the 2nd Thursday of the
month, on the 8th, at 8 pm, on the 146.850 repeater.
Secretary’s report: David Tanks, AD4TJ reported that there was no
report, as it slipped his mind before the deadline came and went to be put
into the newsle*er.
Treasurer’s report: Greg gave the report; 2nd and passed.
John reminded us of the Richmond FrosTest coming up February 7th, and
of its larger locaon.
David told club members of upcoming contests: the North American CW
and Phone QSO Pares are January 10th and 17th, respecvely. Also the

PVARC Secretary’s Report
January 9, 2015
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club held its monthly business meeng
in the Page County EOC Training Room in Luray on this date. Tim
Ramey, AK4CJ, new PVARC President, called the meeng to order at
1830 followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. Thirteen members were
in a*endance. Brian Downs, W3ATT was welcomed as a new member.
Charlie Newton was welcomed as a guest.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Conﬁrmaon was received from the Secretary and
Treasurer that the turnover to them was sasfactory.
Secretary & Treasurers Reports:
The Secretary reported the minutes of last month’s meeng were printed in The Monitor. There being no correcons; a moon was made to
approve them as printed. The moon was seconded and passed unanimously.
The new PVARC Treasurer provided the report. A moon to approve
the report was made, seconded and passed unanimously.
Commi?ee Reports:
Membership Commi?ee: Morgan, K4RHD. Charlie Newton‘s
informaon was given to Morgan for follow up.
Educa@on/Training Commi?ee: Chair – Morgan, K4RHD,
Chief Instructor: Phil, KQ4D Charlie Newton was referred to Morgan for
licensing informaon.
Widow’s Assistance Commi?ee: Chair – Morgan, K4RHD
Historian Commi?ee: Patrick Sprague, KE4EI solicited photos
and items for the History scrapbook.
Website Development: Dave, K4DPF - Brian, W3TTT was
added to the commi*ee.
Program Commi?ee: Co-Chairmen - Zory, KB3VQC, Morgan,
K4RHD are looking into the future and are solicing ideas for upcoming
meengs. Volunteer presenters are needed!
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weekend of the 24th and 25th is the
CQ WW 160 Meter CW contest, and
the ARRL January VHF contest.
Field Day: John said it was me to think about
Field Day. It is VARA's turn to chair the commi*ee. Charlie and Ed volunteered to be on the
commi*ee. There is sll 1 open slot, so please
consider helping out.
No Old Business.
No New Business.
John said that Gordon and Jeﬀ had worked on the generator that was
donated to the club, and we used it at Field Day. Does the club want to
keep it, or sell it? We decided to sell it, and Steven Grant, W4IIV immediately expressed an interest in purchasing it for the suggested price of
$100.
Fred asked that if anyone had changed an email address or phone number
that they needed to let him know.
With no further business to discuss, and no program, the meeng was
adjourned at 7:19 pm.
Some members had brought in items for the mini Swap Meet, and it was
held aEer the meeng.
RespecTully submi*ed,
David Tanks, AD4TJ , VARA Secretary

Technical Assistance Commi?ee: Co-Chairs – Mark,
N4YSA & Paul, N4PJI, no report.
Field Day Commi?ee: Mark,
N4YSA added. Some details were
discussed.
OLD BUSINESS: Zory, KB3VQC withdrew as
treasurer nominee, and Paul O’Sullivan,
KK4IRS was nominated and elected. The
nominated members took their posions of
authority at the ﬁrst meeng in January.
The Current oﬃcers are listed in the newsle*er. Recognion for excellent services rendered to Sparky and Carol as
well as other the outgoing oﬃcers. A lively discussion ensued regarding
the events we should support in 2015. Paul, KK4IRS will provide a current
list of acve members. A 50/50 drawing was menoned and will be discussed at a future meeng.
NEW BUSINESS: Brian, W5YQ to check on what can be learned about
providing assistance for the MMT-100. Decision for who will be the registered agent for the incorporaon to be determined. Zory, KB3VQC was
voted to ﬁll the vacant board posion. Gary, K6OZ to provide informaon
on the bicycle race. Discussion to contact the sheriﬀ regarding the porch
light being turned on for our meeng nights.
Zory, KB3VQC displayed and talked about cerﬁcates and books. One was
tled “Geng on the Air with HF Digital. A 1969 edion of CQ was also
displayed.
Tim, AK4CJ then called for a moon to adjourn @ 1919. The moon was
seconded and passed, and the ﬂoor was turned over to Brian, W3ATT for
his presentaon on the Arduino and his current project. Donuts, coﬀee
and good fellowship followed the meeng.
RespecTully Submi*ed: John Spillman, KT4CB, PVARC Secretary

January 2015

MARA Secretary’s Report

The Secretary’s Minutes for last month’s meeng were approved, based
on those published in the January Monitor.

New Business: Herb Slade, AA2BF, announced
that VARA members have volunteered for the
2015 Field Day commi*ee. VARA is responsible
for providing the FD Chairperson for this FD, to
be elected at the ﬁrst commi*ee meeng. The
2014 FD Chairman, Herb Slade, has oﬀered the
materials he has from that Field Day preparaon
to whomever is elected. President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM, asked the members present at the
MARA meeng for a show of hands for volunteers, but nobody was ready to do so.
A Cerﬁcate of Appreciaon was presented to Andrew Pearson,
N4RCE, for his Service to the club as a Member of the Board for the last
years.

The Treasurer’s Report for December was approved, based on the Treasurer’s handout at this meeng.

50/50 Drawing: $27 collected, with $14 won by Ray Richie, K4NRA, and
the balance of $13 to the MARA Treasury.

Commi?ee Reports:
ARES: Brian Daniel, W4RMY, reported that Jim Junkins, Harrisonburg/Rockingham ECC Director has informed him that all computers at
the ECC have been replaced.
Repeaters: No report
Volunteer Examiner (VE) Commi?ee: Gayle Shull, KU4XN, reported that the next tesng session will be held Saturday, February 14 at
Woodmen of the World, north of Dayton on Route 42. Sign-in me is 9:00
a.m., with tesng following immediately.
Public Service: No report

Reminder: The service p for our Wood Grill meal is automacally added
to the bill. Check your meal bill at our next MARA meeng, and advise if it
is not.

January 8, 2015
Because the normal “First Thursday” of this month fell on New Year’s Day,
the meeng was held on January 8. AEer a brief oﬃcers’ meeng, at 7:35
p.m , President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM, called us to order at the Wood
Grill in Harrisonburg, VA. 22 members were present, and 7 guests. Introducons were made all around.
New Members: There were no new members to vote on, and no ﬁrst
readings of applicaons.

Announcements: Treasurer Sheryl Tonini, KF4JC, announced that 2015
dues must be received no later than the February meeng, or members
not paid up will need to renew their membership as new members.

Mo@on to adjourn: Passed at 7:50 p.m.
Program: In the absence of a scheduled program, comments were solicited about individual experiences with geng our ham “ckets”, to help
one of our guests, David Irving, get started in our wonderful hobby. Several present told of their experiences, some humorous, some praccal,
including their “Elmers”, and VE tesng, like our upcoming test at Woodmen of the World. Some of the diﬀerent license class guides are available
from Gayle Shull, KU4XN.
Herb Slade, AA2BF, Secretary

Old Business: None

MARA Treasurer’s Report
January 1, 2015 - January 20, 2015
Beginning Balance December 31, 2014 (Last Report)
Add: Membership Renewals (14)
$ 168.00
January 50/50
13.00
Total Deposits

Less:

Great North Mountain Site Lease
SVEC (November)

$ 181.00

$ -116.45
_ -360.00

Total Disbursements

Ending Balance as of January 20, 2015

$ 2,696.48

$ -476.45

$ 2,401.03

Submi ed by Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC, MARA Treasurer

The Monitor
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Four years ago, Bryce K7UA wrote a series of short articles for his local DX club called the "New DXer's Handbook." Bryce tells us "The original has
become outdated and wasn't written for a broad audience in the first place" but a revised second edition is now available free of charge. (Thanks,
Daily DX)
Find it at http://www.k7ua.com/uploads/4/9/9/0/4990079/new_dxers_handbook_second_edition_optimized.pdf
Mark. N2QT

How’s DX
Angola, D2.
D2 Igor, UA9OBO is QRV as D3AM until December 8, 2015.
2015
QSL direct via UA1QV.
Bulgaria, LZ: The Bulgarian Radio Club Blagovestnik (LZ1KCP) offers a
new All Saints 2015 award, honouring Bulgarian Saints with the
following special event calls:
January - LZ290MB February - LZ550SI
March - LZ386SKI
April - LZ883PI
May - LZ102SIB
June - LZ293MA
July - LZ429PS
August - LZ250MM
September - LZ129WNLS
Oktober - LZ130SAK November - LZ259PA Dezember - LZ362MT
LZ290MB honours the memory of the martyr Boniface. QSL via bureau, LZ1KCP (d).
Denmark, OZ - OU0POLIO honours the memory of Paul P. Harris and
other founders of Rotary International committed to eradicating polio.
QRV until 31 Dec. 2016, QSL via OZ1ACB (d/B). https://www.rotary.org
Dominica, J7 - Dan, EI3JZ, continues to operate as J79MM until May.
QRV on HF on CW and SSB, mostly during weekends and contests. QSL
via EI4JY (d).
European Russia, RA - Members of the club station RU3AWH honour the
120th birthday of Alexander L. Mintz, a renowned high-power broadcasting scientist, with the call R120AM. QRV until February 27.
27 QSL via
RU3AWH. http://www.rdrclub.ru/news-radio/rdrc-news/254-r120am
R47TBS marks the 72nd anniversary of the Soviet victory of Stalingrad. QRV between Jan. 19 and Feb. 23,
23 QSL via UA4ATL (d/B), eQSL.
Malawi, 7Q - Karl, DK2WV will be active again as 7Q7VW from Malawi
from 26 January to 6 February. He plans to be QRV on 160-6 metres.
QSL via DK2WV.
FRANCE, F - Dom, F5SJB is QRV as TM5CW on the 5th of each month
until May 2015 to promote radio amateur using CW and QRP power.
Activity is on the HF bands. QSL direct to home call.
France, F - Francois, F8DVD will be active as TM60TAAF on 1, 66-8, 131317, 1919-22 and 2727-28 February.
February The special callsign is in celebration of
the 60th anniversary of the Terres Australes et Antarctiques Francaises
(the French Souther and Antarctic Territories). He will be QRV on 40-10
metres from his home QTH in Macon, France. QSL via home call, direct
or bureau, and LoTW;logsearch on Club Log.
Germany, DL—Members
of the DARC club Mittweida (S44) celebrate the
DL
300th birthday of the poet and educator Christian Fuerchtegott Gellert
with the call DA300CFG (special DOK CFG300). QRV throughout the
year, QSOs count towards a "Gellert Award". QSL via bureau.
http://www.hs-mittweida.de/dk0mit http://www.gellert2015.de/

Members of the DARC club Forst/Lausitz (Y27) celebrate
their town's 750th anniversary all year long with the call
DM750FOR (special DOK 750FOR). QSLs automatically via the bureau.
DL60BUND calls attention to the establishment of the German
armed force Bundeswehr 60 years ago. The special event station will
get on the air during 2015 from several locations such as Berlin, Bonn,
and Cologne. QSL via bureau, eQSL.
Guantanamo Bay, KG4 - Tip N4SIA (KG4AS), Jim WB2REM (KG4HI),
Bob N4PSK (KG4RQ) and Nancy K9DIG (KG4YL) will be active from
Guantanamo Bay on 66-13 February.
February They will operate SSB, CW, RTTY,
PSK63 and PSK31 on 160-6 metres. QSL KG4AS direct to N4SIA, QSL
KG4HI and KG4RQ direct to WB2REM and LoTW, QSL KG4YL direct to
K9DIG and LoTW.
Guatemala, TG - Dwight, VE7BV will be active holiday style as
TG9/VE7BV from Guatemala from 22 January to 17 February.
February He will
operate CW and SSB on "20, 17 and 15 metres at least". QSL via home
call, direct or bureau, and LoTW. [TNX NG3K]
LAOS, XW - John, KB4FB is active as XW4FB from Vientiane, Laos until
12 February.
February QSL via home call; all contacts will be uploaded to LoTW
in March.
Poland, SP - The club station SP1KRF in Barlinek celebrates its 40th
anniversary with the call SN40KRF between now and June 30. QSL via
bureau, SP1KRF (d). http://sp1krf.qrz.pl/
Poland, SP - Celebrating the 85th anniversary of PZK (the Polish Radio
Amateur Union) and and the 90th anniversary of IARU, six "PZK" special event callsigns (3Z85PZK, HF85PZK, SN85PZK, SP85PZK,
SQ85PZK and SO85PZK) and six "IARU" special event callsigns
(3Z90IARU, HF90IARU, SN90IARU, SP90IARU, SQ90IARU and
SO90IARU) will be active from Poland from 1 January to 30 April 2015.
2015
Information on the commemorative award, logsearch and OQRS on
http://85.pzk.org.pl.
SERBIA, YU. Special event station YT90NS is QRV until the end of
2015 in celebration of the 90th anniversary of the amateur radio club
of Novi Sad. QSL direct via YU7BPQ.
Senegal, 6W - Once again Francis, F6BLP (www.f6blp.org) will be active
as 6W7SK from Senegal from 10 January to 5 February. He will operate mainly CW on 80-10 metres (hopefully also on 160 metres), with a
focus on the low bands during his sunrise and susnset hours. QSL via
F6BLP, direct or bureau, and LoTW. Logsearch on Club Log. [TNX Les
Nouvelles DX]
Turkey, TA - Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Battle of
Gallipoli during World War I, TA1CM is active as TC100GLB from 1

This month’s bulle@n was made possible with informa@on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle@n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,
DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
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January until 30 April.
April He operates SSB and digital modes on 160-10
metres. QSL via home call, direct or bureau.
Turkey, TA—
TA—TC150ITU, operated by TCSWAT, celebrates the 150th anniversary of the ITU. QRV between Jan. 1 and 31, and May 11-30.
30 QRV on
HF, Logs will be uploaded to eQSL and LoTW. QSL preferred via LoTW,
TCSWAT. ttp://www.itu.int/en/150/Pages/default.aspx
ZS - Special callsign ZS90SARL will be in use from 1 January until 30
April to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the South African Radio
League (www.sarl.org.za). It will be available to SARL affiliated clubs on
a rotation basis for periods of one week. [TNX Southgate ARC]

IOTA News
AFAF-030 - ZD9, Tristan da Cunha and
Gough Island:
Island David, ZS1BCE, is currently working as a radio technician
on Gough Island (AF-030) until September.
tember He plans to get on the air
during his spare time signing ZD9A on
SSB and digital modes. His QSL manager will be Alan, ZS1LS, who will also take care of LoTW uploads.
NANA-032 - Miquelon Island, FP - Once again Eric, KV1J will be
active as FP/KV1J from Miquelon Island (NA-032) from 26
February to 10 March.
March Plans are to operate mainly SSB and RTTY on
160-10 metres, "generally on the highest frequency band open favouring 12 and 10m". He will also "be checking 6m for indications of openings". QSL via home call, direct or bureau, LoTW and eQSL. Further
information at http://www.kv1j.com/fp/Feb15.html.
NANA-096 - Haiti,HH - Tom, KC0W
will be active as HH5/KC0W from
Haiti (NA-096) from 12 January to
3 February.
February He will operate CW
only on 160, 80 and 40 metres.
QSL via home call, direct only (no
LoTW and no bureau).
NANA-104 - St. Kitts, V4 - Once again
John, W5JON will be active as V47JA
from St. Kitts (NA-104) from 20
January to 1 March.
March He will be QRV
on SSB on 160-6 metres SSB; his
wife Cathy (W5HAM) will also operate occasionally as V47HAM. All
QSLs via W5JON (direct only) and
LoTW. [TNX NG3K]
OCOC-024 - Kiritimati/Christmas Island,T32 - Dick, AD7AF will be active as
T32RL from Kiritimati/Christmas Island
(OC-024), East Kiribati from 22 January to 9 February. He will operate CW,
SSB and a little RTTY on 160-10 metres. QSL direct to home call and
LoTW; logsearch on Club Log. [TNX The

The Monitor

Daily DX]
OCOC-034 - Papua New Giunea, P2 - Norbert, DH1NK will be working at
Finschhafen, Papua New Guinea (OC-034) between 15 January and
15 June. In his spare time he will be
QRV as P29NK on 80, 40, 20, 17, 12
and 10 metres SSB and Pactor. QSL via
DH1NK, bureau preferred. [TNX The
Daily DX]
OCOC-059 - Kosrae Island, V6 - Madison,
W5MJ will be active as V63MJ from
Kosrae Island (OC-059), Micronesia on 1616-24 February. He will
operate CW only on 160-10 metres. QSL direct to M0URX
(bureau cards must be requested through the OQRS).
[TNX M0URX]
ASAS-007—
007—JA, Japan—8J125SSI
Japan
marks
the 125th anniversary of the town
Shisui (AS-007, WW Loc. QM05) on
the bands until 31 March 2015. QSL
automatically via bureau.

Contests & QSO Parties
For more informa@on, go to:
hp://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
3 ARS Spartan Sprint
4,6 QRP Foxhunt
6 NCCC Sprint Ladder
7 MN QSO Party
7 AGCW Straight Key Party
7-8 British Columbia QSO Party
7-8 Mexico RTTY Int'l Contest
7-8 AWA Amplitude Modulation QSO Party
7-8 YLISSB QSO Party, CW
7-8 VT QSO Party
7-8 10-10 Int'l Winter Contest, SSB
7-8 Black Sea Cup Int'l
8 North America Sprint, CW
9-13 ARRL School Club Roundup
11, 13 QRP Fox Hunt
13 NCCC Sprint Ladder
14 Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW
14 FISTS Winter Sprint
14-15 Dutch PACC Contest
14-15 NH QSO Party
14-15 CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest
14-15 SARL Field Day Contest
18 QRP Fox Hunt
18 AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening
20 QRP Fox Hunt
20 NCCC Sprint Ladder
21-22 ARRL Int'l DX Contest, CW
21-22 REF Contest, SSB
22 High Speed Club CW Contest
25, 27 QRP Fox Hunt
27-3/1 CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB
28-3/1 UBA DX Contest, CW
28-3/1 North America QSO Party, RTTY

RTTY
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Dayton Hamvention
May 15—17, 2015
Details at: http://hamvention.org/

Frostfest is now BIGGER AND BETTER! New and improved!!! We now have 10,000 square feet more exhibition
space and everything is under one roof!
Frostfest 2015 will be in the Exhibition Hall at the Richmond Raceway Complex. Two hundred feet to the right of
buildings we've used for years is our new space.
The Frostfest website at http://www.frostfest.com has all the details. One large floor of commercial vendors
space, flea market sellers, and club tables! VE testing, forums, meetings, and presentations will be on the second floor (handicapped accessible, and no walking across a parking lot for license testing). A new and improved QSO Lounge, more ticket windows with easier access, and easier parking! More space on the main floor.
Lots of good things!
You can get all the details at http://www.frostfest.com! Check it out! Hurry and get your tickets and tables! Saturday, February 7, 2015

How Long Has It Been Since You Checked
Into One of the Nets?
Don’t forget:
forget The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out
your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear. Take advantage
of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local
hams.
The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550 simplex, the remaining Sundays on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at 8:00 pm local time.
The Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.55 simplex, all other Mondays on the
147.225(-) repeater (PL 131.8).
The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the 146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).
The NVTN (Northern
Northern Virginia Traffic Net)
Net meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.
The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All hams are welcome!
The VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net) meets daily on 3.947 kHz at 6:00 PM local time. All hams are welcome!
welcome
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*Deadline for newsletter articles is the 20th of the preceding month of publication.

Calendar of Local Events
February
1 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex)
2 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
2 Rockingham County ARES Net ( K4NRA)
2 Ground Hog Day
3 VARA Club Meeting
5 MARA Club Meeting
6 PVARC Club Meeting
6 Friday Luncheon
7 Richmond Frostfest
8 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
9 Rockingham County ARES Net ( WF4O)
12 Augusta County ARES Net
12 Lincoln’s Birthday
13 Friday Luncheon
14 Valentine’s Day
14 VE Testing
15 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
16 Rockingham County ARES Net ( K4LXG)
16 President’s Day
20 Friday Luncheon
20 Deadline for February newsletter submission*
22 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
23 Rockingham County ARES Net ( KN4FM)
27 Friday Luncheon

March
1 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex)
2 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
2 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4RMY)
3 VARA Club Meeting
5 MARA Club Meeting
6 PVARC Club Meeting
6 Friday Luncheon
8 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 2AM
8 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
9 Rockingham County ARES Net (KA4EEN)
12 Augusta County ARES Net
13 Friday Luncheon
15 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
16 Rockingham County ARES Net (WF4O)
17 ST. PATRICKS DAY
20 Friday Luncheon
20 Deadline for April newsletter submission*
2121-22 VA QSP Party
22 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
23 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4LXG)
27 Friday Luncheon
29 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
30 Rockingham County ARES Net (KN4FM)

VE News (No, we’re not talking about Canada)
Thanks to those who helped with the December 12th test session:
Our next testing will be held Feb 14th, 2015.with
Gerald Nau2015
man, KN4FM in charge at the Woodmen of the World building on
Highway 42 (John Wayland Highway) just north of Dayton, Virginia. Sign-in starts at 9:00 am, followed immediately by testing. If
you are an accredited VE and would like to help, contact Gerald
Nauman, KN4FM at kn4fm@arrl.net
Looking forward to the same good help as always.
Gayle Shull, KU4XN

The club newsletter, the Monitor,
Monitor is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email
distribution, in PDF format. However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter
editor directly of all changes in email address. Electronic back issues will be provided free to members on request.
Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club officers to receive a hardcopy of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version. However, the hardcopy requires additional production and delivery time and is not guaranteed to arrive before the scheduled
monthly club meeting dates.
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting)
should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution. Members
who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email
attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.
The Monitor
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Club Information
MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.
President:
President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM
Vice President: Andrew Pearson, N4RCE
Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF
Treasurer:
Treasurer Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC
Board (exp 2015): Bryan Daniels, K4RMY
Board (exp 2016): Foster Farone, WF4O

http://mara.ws
MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
President: John Keller, W4ZAO
Vice President: Ed Varner, N4EDI
Secretary:
Secretary David Tanks, AD4TJ
Treasurer: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC

http://w4xd.com
VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at the Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond
Road in Staunton, Virginia
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm,
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm

Visitors are always welcome
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to:
VARA, Greg Czerniak
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 24401-1661

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

President:
President Tim Ramey, AK4CJ
Vice President:
President Morgan Phenix, K4RHD
Secretary: John Spillman, KT4CB
Treasurer: Paul O’Sullivan, KK4IRS
Board Member:
Member Zory Glaser, KB3VQC
Board Member: Gary Fisher, K6OZ

http://www.k4pmh.org

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month
at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room
in Luray, VA.
The meeting begins at 6:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 22835-0245

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc.
for members of the three amateur radio clubs
in the Central Shenandoah Valley.
Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment
to all club members in good standing.
Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies.
Contact the president of your respective club
for information on paper copies.
Back issues are freely available on the MARA website
starting a few months after publication.
Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships,
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a
timely basis to individuals who are not club members.
Occasional complimentary current copies are
provided to prospective members free of charge.
Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies
at club expense to various constituencies.
Contact your respective club officers for more information.
Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization,
the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair
Use Provisions of copyright law.
Copyright notices must be respected.
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Membership Renewal Form
NAME: ____________________________________________________________

CALLSIGN: __________________ CLASS: _____

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: _______________________
HOME PHONE: ________________________________________ WORK PHONE: __________________________________________
CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBER ARRL (Y/N) ___

REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)______

SKYWARN ID:

______________________

Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N) _______

MARA members mail with $12 to: MARA, PO Box 1882, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
VARA members mail with $15 to: VARA, Greg Czerniak, 418 Oriole St., Staunton, VA 2440124401-1661
22835--0245
PVARC members mail with $12 to: PVARC, PO Box 245, Luray VA 22835

Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.
The club newsletter, the Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email distribution, in PDF format. However,
it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter editor directly of all changes in email address. Electronic back issues will
be provided free to members on request.
Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club officers to receive a hardcopy of the Monitor
via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version. However, the hardcopy requires additional production and delivery time and is not guaranteed to
arrive before the scheduled monthly club meeting dates.
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting) should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution. Members who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.

Members not renewing by the end of the February meeting will be dropped from the active
mailing list, and may experience significant delays in being restored to the list once dues
have been paid.
The Monitor
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MARA/VARA/PVARC
c/o John Spillman
168 Bosley Drive Ext.
Stanley, VA 22851
Phone: 540-778-1332
Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

MARA
VARA
PVARC

