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VARA Meeting: March 3rd
The Valley Amateur Radio Association,
Association will hold its March 3rd meeting at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30
Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA. Dinner starts at 6:00pm, and the general meeting begins at 7:00pm.

MARA Meeting: March 5th
The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc.,
Inc will hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, March 5th at the Wood Grill
on Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM. All hams and their families
are invited and welcome. This month’s program will be “Show & Tell”. Bring your latest radio project to brag on.

PVARC Meeting: March 6th
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular meeting on March 6th at 6:30pm at the Page County Sheriff’s
Training Room in Luray. All hams and their guests are invited.

Weekly Friday Luncheon
The Friday weekly casual lunch meetings are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA
at 11:00AM. Directions: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the left
across the street from Mrs. Rowe’s.

Why,faithandbegorrah,
FieldDayisa’comin’
FieldDayisa’comin’

Daylight Saving Begins!
Spring Forward!
Don’t forget to turn your clocks AHEAD one hour on
Sunday, March 8th.
8th
[Sundials and moondials don’t count]

MARA President’s Column
MARA President’s letter for March 2015
I don't know about the rest of you but I've had enough
of this cold weather, and sure hope it gets warm
soon. Having expressed my opinion about cold weather I'll move on to some other subject.
There were a lot of valley hams at the Frostfest in
Richmond and since there are also a lot of area hams
that I don't know I'd say the valley was well represented this year. I also bumped into a couple MARA members that do not reside in the valley. The event was
held in a different building so I'm not sure if it was bigger or smaller than in previous years. As usual there
was a good selection of used equipment but not much
in new equipment dealers. The ease of making a purchase over the internet and high costs involved for a
dealer to attend a hamfest has to be a major factor.

John, KT4CB, the newsletter editor, is doing an outstanding job
but he can't do it all alone. The
articles and photos about the visit to the 146.625 repeater were
very interesting, so thanks to the
guys that took the pictures and
wrote the articles. I know John
appreciates the contributions for
the newsletter.
The next MARA meeting is March 5 at the Wood Grill
Buffet Restaurant. The meeting starts at 7:30 with
the meal at 6:30. The restaurant requires that everyone that attends the meeting be a customer for insurance purposes. For those that do not want to purchase a meal they have allowed us (MARA club ONLY) to purchase a desert for $5.
Gerald Nauman, KN4FM

VARA President’s Column

VARA Presidents Letter for March 2015

Greeting fellow Hams!! VARA will be holding its regular
meeting on March 3rd at Hometown Restaurant starting at 7:00pm. Everyone is welcome and I look forward to seeing a large crowd.
The Field Day Committee is set for both VARA and MARA for the 2015 event. Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings that will be held at the Burger King
in Mt Crawford. An e-mail will be sent out to let everyone know the dates and times.
March is a busy month for contesters and I hope everyone will participate in at least one event. I personally will be gearing up for the VA QSO party, and other
phone contests. Hope to hear you out there and I
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would like to thank David Tanks
AD4TJ for keeping everyone informed on the current and upcoming contests. Keep up the
good work David!!
VARA is still looking for a program
manager or anyone that would
like to present a program at the
monthly meetings. If you are interested please give
me a call or shoot me an e-mail.
Be safe and make someone’s day by offering to give
them a helping hand. See you on the bands!
John Keller W4ZAO
President VARA
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Contest Corner
The CQ WW WPX RTTY Contest of February 14-15th is over. At least 3 valley hams participated:
Jeff W4PJW, Butch N5SMQ, and myself AD4TJ. We found good activity and the bands were in good shape.
Jeff was the leader of this fearless group of RTTY contesters, making 582 QSO's with 359 different prefixes, for a claimed
score of 585, 529 points.
Butch made 266 QSO's in only 5 hours, for a claimed score of 11,172 points.
I made 388 QSO's with 245 different prefixes, for a claimed score of 256,515 points.
By band, here are our totals:
80
40
20
15
10
Jeff
19
189
157
138
79
Butch
67
98
55
23
23
David
49
116
72
100
51
We have not heard if anyone else worked the contest; we hope someone did, and just didn't tell us, so we could have
that 4th log that is needed to qualify us as being able to compete in the Club Competition as the " Shenandoah Valley
Wireless " club. We are always looking for hams interested in contesting to join the club.
73, David AD4TJ

ARES News
A Reminder
In the event of a disaster/emergency/severe weather, if
Page County ARES members and all amateur radio operators in the Page County area could use the 146.625-KQ4D
repeater as primary emergency communication, in the
event that the 146.625 machine should be off of the air,
use the 146.670-W4GSB,in the event both machines are
down use 146.625 simplex not reverse, but simplex. The
next frequency to use would be 146.55 simplex. Once initial communication has been established the primary operation frequency will be decided.
If in the event of power loss and/or you need to conserve power, try to concentrate your efforts to establish
communications to the top of the hour.
If all amateur radio operators in the Page County area
would program there equipment to this group of frequencies it will make the notifications of an emergency faster
and more efficient.
Thank You

The Virginia EmComm Association
This is an umbrella organization created by VA EmComm
leaders to provide information, resources and coordination
for Amateur Radio groups in the Commonwealth of Virginia
that support emergency communications response to various agencies. All groups are welcome to participate, including ARES, Red Cross, Church affiliated or others.
The purpose for the EmComm Association is to provide the
framework for any and all radio emergency communications groups within the Commonwealth of Virginia to work
together in drills and activations. This co-operation allows
for the fullest use of ham resources for those agencies
that may need them. This is not meant to compete with or
replace the parent organizations that allow recruitment,
response and co-operation with the local jurisdictions.
I encourage all those who have an interest in Amateur Radio Emergency Communications to visit their web site and
sign up.
http://www.w4ghs.org/VAEmComm.html
Bryan Daniels, K4RMY
ARES Emergency co-ordinator for Rockingham County

Mark-N4YSA

Estate Sale
Ham Equipment Estate Sale: The equipment includes Ten Tec radios and a tower of WA3FOR in Mechanicsburg, PA. If interested in more information, contact Don Birx, K3RYV.
His telephone number is 717-697-4460. Email: dlbirx@verizon.net
Submitted by Gerry Brunk/K4RBZ

The Monitor
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The Opinionated One
(From March 2010 issue of the Monitor)

FAQ’s about HF
Over the years, I’ve noticed that new hams generally have lots of
questions, especially about the worldwide shortwave bands. So
in this column I’ll try to answer a few of the most frequently
asked questions about operating on the HF bands.
Question:
Question What kind of HF radio should I buy?
Answer:
Answer It depends. Each of the major radio manufacturers has
designed their lineup for a specific kind of ham, so you need to
match your radio to your personality. For example, Yaesu designs its radios for people who love puzzles and playing complex
games navigating convoluted abstract mental mazes. A friend
of mine named Choak Gagney once spent an entire summer
trying to figure out the menu structure of his Yaesu FT-100D. He
never was able to discover
how to change the RF power setting or engage the
receiver offset. This reveals the genius of the
Yaesu engineers, because
Choak holds a Ph.D. in
logic. Another example is
Kenwood, who designs its
radios hams who like to
visit medical care providers. Cardiologists, bloodpressure doctors, depression clinics, psychologists,
anger- management specialists, and stroke doctors
all have a lot of business
sent their way by Kenwood,
who designs each radio so
that something minor but
maddening breaks, burns
out, comes loose, or just
quits working every single
time you turn it on. Icom radios are designed with the “hide and
seek” enthusiast in mind. Icom radios are designed with different intermittent problems that pop up at random intervals, then
quickly disappear during the shipping time to the repair center.
Question:
Question What is a “Ten-Tec”?
Answer:
Answer Ten-Tec is the name of a fictitious radio company, sort
of like Bigfoot, Sasquatch, and Nessie are names of fictitious
animals. According to the popular legend, thousands and thousands of Ten-Tec radios were made and sold, and tens of thousands of hams swear on a stack of bibles that they own Ten-Tec
radios, use Ten-Tec radios, and that Ten-Tec radios are best
radios money can buy. But when it boils right down to reality, no
independent ham has ever actually heard a Ten-Tec radio on
the air.
Question:
Question What is the best kind of antenna to put up?
Answer:
Answer After thousands of hours of scientific research, experimentation, surveys, and other investigative techniques, it can
be concluded without doubt that the best kind of antenna to put
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up is whatever the third one you put up happens to be.
No matter which ham you ask, and no matter what kind
of antenna it is, the third HF antenna is always the best.
My friend Verman tried a Butternut vertical first, a G5RV second,
and finally discovered that a Windom worked much better than
the other two. Hack Moore tried a Windom and it didn’t work. So
he tried a Butternut vertical, and it didn’t work either. He finally
erected a G5RV and it works great. Ampel McPharty put up a
G5RV, then a Windom, and now he uses a dipole and says it
works best. Spitz Vommet says he tried a dipole, then a Cushcraft R8, then a Zepp, and swears the Zepp works best. Fleming
Kauff put up a Zepp, and when it didn’t work worth jack, and he
put up a Windom and it didn't work either. Finally he put up a fullwave loop and it worked the world. It is important to note this
“third antenna rule” also holds true for when you move. After
using his full-wave loop successfully for many years, Flem moved
to a new house, and put up an identical loop, and it didn’t work!
Flem then put up a dipole and it didn’t work either. Finally he
alligator-clipped his tuner to the rain gutter, and, since it was
technically his third antenna at the new place, it works great! No
fooling. He’s achieved DXCC
in less than a month! So
whatever kind it happens to
be, your third antenna will be
the one that work the best.
My advice is to just skip the
first two, and go straight to
the third antenna to start
with — like I did.
Question:
Question What is a “beam”?
Should I buy one?
Answer:
Answer A beam is an illegible photo-copied instruction
booklet put in a box with five
dollars worth of aluminum
tubing and two dollars worth
of stainless steel screws and
sold for five hundred dollars.
The main rule of beam design is, the more expensive
the beam, the more it uses
specialty screws not available at the hardware store, and the
larger the number of screws that will be missing from the box.
But the biggest problem with a beam (in addition to its ridiculous
cost) is that it requires a five-hundred dollar rotator (which is designed to stop working in the middle of winter), plus a twothousand dollar tower (more accurately known as a “lightning
magnet)”, which in turn requires 75 man-hours of labor to dig the
hole for the two cubic yards of concrete required for the base,
which must always be located in the middle of the backyard in
the place your wife thinks should be used for the kids swingset.
And to be perfectly honest, you’re going to need the money for
the settlement that will be extorted from you by her divorce attorney anyway. So the bottom-line answer is “No”, you’re much better off not bothering with a beam.
Question: Do I need an Amplifier?
Answer: Yes, definitely. It has nothing to do with whether or not
your signal needs amplification, be- cause very few really need to
amplify their signal. No, it has to do with the fact that you aren't
considered a real HF operator if you don’t have a big old tube-
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type amplifier sitting in your shack. It doesn’t matter how many
watts it is rated at, because you’ll never turn it on anyway
(especially after you blow the finals). But it will sit there for
years, even decades, proudly proclaiming to the world that you
are an HF operator. (It is interesting to note that while 99% of
HF amplifiers run on 220-volt power, only 1% of the hams with
amplifiers have a 220-volt outlet in their shack! This should tell
you something.)
Question: What is the most important thing to know about putting together a hamshack?
Answer: Be sure that your shack has plenty of flat, level surfaces. The larger your desk, the better. Put up shelves and ancillary
tables, too. These surfaces are necessary to hold the stacks and
stacks of fold- ers, financial statements, bank records, bills, receipts, old hunting magazines, plans for the patio you think
you’ll build someday, warranty booklets on your wife’s new dishwasher, the parts list for your riding lawn mower, a half-dozen
dirty coffee cups, loose
pens and pencils, all
kinds of papers and
other paraphernalia
that HF hams use to
cover up their radio
equipment If you are a
real HF ham, within six
months of setting up
your shack, your radios
should all be buried
beneath four feet of
this stuff. Why do you
think that 98% of the
hams in the Shenandoah Valley haven’t made
a single HF contact in
the last four years? It
sure ain’t the sunspots, Charlie.
Question: What is a
“software defined radio”? Answer: It is exactly the same thing as
EME, AMTOR, EchoLink, Slow-scan, satellite, D-Link, QRP, WinLink, and many other strange terms that all
function as the “Bermuda Triangle” of ham radio. Seriously, these terms have caused the unexplained disappear- ance of dozens of local hams — all without a trace. You can go down the
checklist: Cowles K4EME got interested in moonbounce, and
completely disap- peared from the local ham airways. Vic
K4XTT got involved in WeFax and has never been heard from
since. Jason N4DSL set up an Echolink node and promptly disappeared from the air. Howard N9AHQ and Mike KG4OON both
got involved in QRP and no- body has heard a single transmission from either of them in years. Mark WA4E was reportedly
getting into AMTOR, and poof, he completely disappeared, leaving no trace. Just thinking about these terms is danger- ous. Jim
K9GCS simply mentioned one day something about possibly
getting into satellites, and no one has seen or heard from Jim
for almost a decade now. There are dozens more examples.
When it comes to making hams disappear, these terms run
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rings around David Copperfield’s Statue of Liberty stunt.
Question:
Question What is a “Net”?
Answer:
Answer A “net” is the male version of the female’s salon hair
dryer. It is an obligatory 45-minute period spent each week
sitting in a chair, performing mundane tasks like knitting,
thumbing through old magazines, clipping your fingernails,
doing crossword puzzles or some other completely mindless
activity, while listening to the monotonous drone of meaningless chatter. Regardless of how boring and anesthetic, it is
considered bad form to fall asleep while participating in a net
or sitting under the hair-dryer. (For a real thrill, however try
participating in a net WHILE sitting under a salon hair dryer!)
Question:
Question Should I consider operating HF mobile?
Answer:
Answer Possibly. Many hams find that installing an HF rig
(and its associated power cables and antenna sys- tem) in a
modern automobile or pickup is a rewarding pursuit, especially if you enjoy drilling holes in metal,
crawling around
upside down in
the footwells of
your
car or truck, and
have a welldeveloped vocabulary of words
associated with
drunk navy enlisted personnel. But
before beginning,
be sure you establish a close relationship with a
local chiropractor.
Question:
Question I’ve
heard that working HF can be
addictive, and
once you get
hooked, it’s hard
to stop. I’ve heard
of hams becoming absolute fanatics about contesting, countyhunting, DXCC chasing, MidCars nets, and other HF pursuits. If
this happens to me, is there any way to dis-engage and kick
the HF habit?
Answer:
Answer Yes, simply listen to the 75-meter phone band anytime after 5 p.m. That’s guaranteed to do the trick. You’ll be
placing an ad in the next issue of the Monitor for your HF rig.
And no matter how much you paid for it, you will price it at
“$300 or best offer”. The problem is, so many local hams
have listened to 75-meters over the years, it’s hard to sell an
HF rig anymore.
Question:
Question Since ham radio is such an enjoyable hobby, why
aren’t more people getting into it?
Answer:
Answer Come to a ham radio club meeting and the answer
will become obvious.
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MARA Secretary’s Report
MARA Secretary’s Report February 5, 2015
7:30 p.m.: President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM,
KN4FM called us
to order at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg, VA. 25 members were present, with 4 guests. Introductions were
made all around.
New Members: There were no new members to vote on,
and no first readings of applications.
The Treasurer’s Report for January was amended to include one minor item and approved, as otherwise published in the February Monitor.
The Secretary’s Minutes for last month’s meeting also
were approved as published in the February Monitor.
Committee Reports:
Rick Adams, KJ4IND,
KJ4IND and John Bottemiller,
N4SYH have agreed to be the MARA Corporate Audit
Committee for 2015.
ARES:
ARES Brian Daniel, W4RMY,
W4RMY reported that a
work has started to produce an emergency communications database of all persons involved in VA ARES and
other groups, such as RACES, EMTs and Salvation Army.
Elsworth Neff, K4LXG,
K4LXG added that reconciliation efforts
are being made between ARES and RACES over historical
disagreements, so we both can work effectively in each
other’s areas in emergencies. He also pointed out that
the ODEN net on 3947 kHz is actively monitored by ARES
and other ham groups, and is available for information
exchange as well as a call-up meeting place for emergencies. Rockingham ARES meets Monday nights on the
146.225 repeater.
Announcements: Treasurer Sheryl Tonini, KF4JC,
KF4JC with
backing from President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM, announced that any 2014 members who have not already

paid their 2015 dues will need to go
through the re-enlisting process, if
they did not pay those dues at this
meeting.
The annual Frostfest in Richmond is
Feb. 6th.
A memorial service for Neal Layman,
W4XU, SK is planned in his home area in Pennsylvania.
Old Business: Herb Slade, AA2BF,
AA2BF agreed to join the
2015 Field Day Committee and will inform John Keller,
W4ZAO, VARA President. The FD Committee Chairman
comes from VARA this year, and VARA has committee volunteers, but MARA needs to step up to the plate, if it is
taking part.
New Business: Al Pearson, N4RCE,
N4RCE is soliciting program
presenters and ideas.
Herb Slade, AA2BF,
AA2BF spoke on his “peanut-whistle” strategy
for using a multiband dipole to land Navassa Island QSO’s
on two bands.
50/50 Drawing: $25 collected, with $12.50 won by Sam
Lilly, N4SJR,
N4SJR who donated his share to the balance collected, for $25 to the MARA Treasury.
Adjourned by acclamation at 8:15 p.m.
PostPost- Meeting Program: Homebrew projects, from a miniQRP kit, easy for taking on bus trips, to an active RF antenna preamp for 10 – 3000 kHz, to how to easily tin RG8
shield for fitting into PL259 plugs, were shown. Can you
use your “Droid” smart phone for code practice? Why,
there is an app for that! And for old-time technology, how
about a wired “card” computer that could read punched
cards to produce data reports, back in the day. Thanks,
Fellas! How about more such demos?
Herb Slade, AA2BF,
AA2BF Secretary

Dayton Hamvention
May 15—17, 2015
Details at: http://hamvention.org/
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O’Sullivan, KK4IRS agreed
we could use their names
as incorporators.

PVARC Secretary’s Report
PVARC Secretary's Report February 6, 2015

Morgan agreed to contact the
sheriff to see if we can have the
porch light turned on for our
meeting nights.

President Tim Ramey, AK4CJ called the meeting to order
at 6:30 PM at the Page County Sheriff's Meeting Room.
We rose and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
There were 11 members and 2 guests present.
We welcomed Charlie Newton,
Newton and Lorenzo Moore as
guests.

Mark, N4YSA,
N4YSA agreed to contact
Don Evans and Paul Ininger to see if they are still interested in the club

New Members:
Members Brian Downs, W3ATT was voted unanimously as a new member.

Tim, AK4CJ agreed to contact Steve Statts, KI8DM to see if
he is still interested in the club.

Treasurer's Report:
Report Motion to accept as read by the Treasurer. Seconded and passed.

Morgan, K4RHD agreed to draft some proposed updates to
the bylaws for discussion at our next meeting.

Secretary's Report:
Report Motion to accept as printed in the February issue of the Monitor. Seconded and passed.

Tim, AK4CJ agreed to email Sparky, KD4KL and Carol,
KA4LAF with names about incorporation and email Dave,
K4DPF for a website update.

Initiated the 50/50 raffle.

50/50 raffle results: Charles Newton won the raffle, claiming $12 of the $24 collected. The balance going to the
treasurer.

Old Business:
Business
Approved $150 for the Field Day antenna.
Gary, K6OZ briefed us on the upcoming bike race and
agreed to be the POC for the event.
A handout form from the program committee about ideas
for future programs was distributed.
Advised club members of the potential cash outlay for this
year.

With no program for the evening, a motion to adjourn was
made and seconded.
The members then enjoyed doughnuts, coffee, and good
fellowship.

New Business:
Business
Morgan Phenix,K4RHD, John Spillman,KT4CB and Paul

John Spillman, KT4CB PVARC Secretary.

MARA Treasurer’s Report
MARA Treasurer’s Report
January 21, 2015 – February 20, 2015
Beginning Balance January 20, 2015 (Last Report)
Add: Membership Renewals (21)
$ 255.00
February 50/50
25.00
Total Deposits
Less:

Bank Fee (January)
SVEC (January)

$
_

$

280.00

$

-23.73

-2.00
-21.73

Total Disbursements
Ending Balance as of February 20, 2015

$ 2,401.03

$ 2,657.30
Submitted by Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC,
KJ4DOC MARA Treasurer

The Monitor
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VARA Secretary’s Report
The Hometown Grill and Buﬀet in Staunton was the site of
the Valley Amateur Radio Associaon’s meeng for February
3rd, 2015. The meeng began at 7:00 pm, with President
John Keller W4ZAO asking Greg Czerniak W4GRC, treasurer,
to honor the passing of Neal Layman N4XU, and Roy Silling,
W4WRN. Greg said that there will be a memorial service for
Neal at the old Field Day site in the spring. Greg then asked
us to have a moment of silence, then he had a short prayer.
A0er that the normal introducons were made.
The 50/50 drawing was held, with Ed Varner N4EDI, vice
president, winning $14.50. Then John had drawings for more
hats and books: Joe Pehan W4LIG won a Homeland Security
book, John won a Yaesu hat, Ed won the other Homeland
Security book, but since he had one already, he asked that
they draw again, so Debbie Fordham KB4WPE won it; Debbie also won a Flex Radio hat.
ARES Report: David Tanks AD4TJ, EC for Augusta County,
reported that next month he would have a handout available with instrucons on how to register on the Virginia EmComm website; it does not replace the ARRL ARES website; it
just gives the ECs and other oﬃcers a resource for ﬁnding
out who is available for helping out in a big disaster that the
local ARES membership would need assistance in covering.
The Augusta County ARES February net will be held the 2nd
Thursday of the month, on the 12th, at 8 pm, on the 146.850
repeater. Fred Evans N4KYM volunteered to be Net Control.
Thanks Fred!
Field Day: John brought us up to date on the commiBee, in
that we sll needed one more ham from VARA to be on it;
John said he would be on it again, since no one else volunteered.
Secretary’s report: David asked that the minutes be accepted as printed in the Monitor; 2nd, and passed.
Treasurer’s report: Greg gave the report; 2nd and passed.
Greg asked David Fordham KD9LA if the MARA club had
cashed the check from the Fall Foliage Bike Fesval; he did
not know, but would check on it.
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John reminded us of the
Richmond FrosFest coming up
February 7th, and of its larger locaon.
David AD4TJ, commented that it is one
of the few hamfests that is NOT on a
Sunday. Dave KD9LA said he had a
couple of tables to display items for
sale, and that he may have room for
others to put their stuﬀ on, as his is
free and should go fast.
John also had some details on the Dayton Hamfest in May,
such as the Contest University, and a QRP forum.
The 1st reading of membership applicaons was made:
Wayne Frizzelle KM4GPZ, Dick Smith W4KHV, and Barry
May KC4SSS. John asked each to stand and say a liBle something about themselves.
Old Business: the generator that Gordon Batey WA4FJC
menoned at the last meeng, was sold.
New Business: David asked Charlie Bennetch N4LNU to tell
the club about what he had read about: the Annual Winter
Classic Exchange would be held on the 8th and 9th, involving old classic radios. David told of upcoming contests: the
CQ WW WPX RTTY contest is the 14th and 15th of the
month, and the ARRL Internaonal CW DX contest is the
21st and 22nd, and the weekend of the 28th and March 1st
there are 2 contests: the CQ WW 160 SB contest, and the
North American RTTY QSO Party.
David reminded us that there is a need of program topics
and presenters, and to let the club know what you would
like to hear more about.
Jeﬀ Rinehart W4PJW commented on the K1N Navassa
DXpedion: that there is a lot of staons trying to work
them, and that he had worked them on 30 meter RTTY, so it
can be done, and that RTTY is just as good as CW to make
contacts with them.
With no further business to discuss, and no program, the
meeng was adjourned at 7:30 pm.
RespecFully submiBed,
David Tanks AD4TJ VARA Secretary
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The Amateur Spirit
The Amateur Spirit
My ﬁngers froze at the sounds of a pile up while scanning
20 meters recently. The expectant pause opened up as
staons waited to hear the next chance to pounce. A
voice punched through the silence, "Let's hear only from
the new hams licensed this year." A weak crackle stumbled in from a western state rolling along just above the
noise ﬂoor. A0er a successful exchange, "let's have 'ﬁve'
calls next." So it connued singling out zones and other
kinds of operators unl the signals all faded. The radio
operator's ﬁrm, but paent and friendly, organizaonal
approach to the pile up stands in stark contrast to the
rolling boil, signal-stomping type of pile up. The operator's skill reminded me of Paul Segal's the Amateur's
Code. His code directs amateur radio operators to look
toward their beBer nature. WriBen in 1928, the code
maps out a road which encourages consideraon, encouragement, and support along with other qualies rolled
into what he refers to as "hallmarks of the amateur spirit." (hBp://www.qcwa.org/amateur-code.htm)
The adaptability of the Amateur's Code gives us today an
outline within which to pracce community service and
emergency communicaon. The code can remind us that
there's more to just working for the public than using our
radio skills. There's also working with the public. The spirit

of the code adds those qualies of our beBer nature -humility, hospitality, empathy, and compassion -- all of
which we need to reach out to other amateur radio operators and the general public if we want thriving clubs and
programs. When we use these qualies to show our best,
it opens the door for more possibilies, more support,
and more respect from the work done. These qualies
generate ﬁrst and second impressions of our sincerity to
help others - validang service as a core value. The
“amateur spirit” disnguishes itself from “signalstomping” with a diﬀerent end objecve. It joins operang skills with the qualies of service to oﬀer an addional ampliﬁcaon stage to reach diﬀerent audiences.
Amateur radio must always be renewing itself and proving its relevance by its friendliness and its technological
experse to a digitally distracted world for it to be successful in praccing community service and emergency
communicaon.
Andrew Pearson, N4RCE

How Long Has It Been Since You Checked
Into One of the Nets?
Don’t forget:
forget The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out
your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear. Take advantage
of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local
hams.
The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550 simplex, the remaining Sundays on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater,
at 8:00 pm local time.
The Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.55 simplex, all other Mondays on the
147.225(-) repeater (PL 131.8).
The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the 146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).
The NVTN (Northern
Northern Virginia Traffic Net)
Net meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.
The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All hams are welcome!
The VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net) meets daily on 3.947 kHz at 6:00 PM local time. All hams are welcome!
welcome

The Monitor
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K1N NAVASSA DXPEDITION NEWS.
NEWS The K1N DXpedition is now QRT as of early
Sunday morning 1400z. It was an interesting week for the team as they ranked up big QSO totals (see below) on all bands, as well as operations on 6m, 60m and the satellites. As this was being written on Sunday, the log states as of February 13th at 1608z, they have made
130094 QSOs with 33331 Unique callsign (68834/CW, 50020/SSB, 29/FM and 11211/RTTY). Break- down by Continents: 844/AF, 3/AN,
6631/AS, 41750/EU, 76821/NA, 1075/OC and 2970/SA. This will be updated probably later Sunday evening or early Monday morning. To
see the complete breakdown (bands/modes/DXCC/Continent) go to:

https://secure.clublog.org/charts/?c=k1n#r
QSL via N2OO, direct (Navassa 2015 DXpedition, c/o Bob N2OO, PO Box 345, Tuckerton, NJ 08087) or by the Bureau (via N2OO c/o the W2
QSL Bureau). An OQRS is available via ClubLog for both direct and Bureau QSLs. Also, QSL via LoTW (Sooner rather than later).

How’s DX
LZ - Bulgaria:
Bulgaria The Bulgarian Radio Club Blagovestnik
(LZ1KCP) offers a new All Saints 2015 award, honouring
Bulgarian Saints with the following special event calls:
January - LZ290MB
March - LZ386SKI
May - LZ102SIB
July - LZ429PS
September - LZ129WNLS
November - LZ259PA

February - LZ550SI
April - LZ883PI
June - LZ293MA
August - LZ250MM
Oktober - LZ130SAK
Dezember - LZ362MT

LZ290MB honours the memory of the martyr Boniface.
QSL via bureau, LZ1KCP (d).
9N, NEPAL.
NEPAL Three Polish operators will activate Kathmandu, Nepal between March 1818-30th.
30th The callsign will be announced later. Operators mentioned are Bogdan/SP2FUD,
Janusz/SP9FIH and Rafal/SQ9CNN. More details will be
forthcoming. Watch:
http://9n.dxpeditions.org
A6, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. Andy, DK5ON, will be active
as A6/DK5ON between March 1818-27th.
27th Activity will be on
40-10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. QSL via
his home callsign, direct or by the Bureau.
C6, BAHAMAS.
BAHAMAS The C6ANA team will once again be back
on the air during the upcoming contests. While Peter,
W1NA, participates in the CQWW 160m SSB Contest
(February
February 27th27th-March 1st),
1st the whole team
(Pasquale/I8QLS, Gino/I8ULL, Max/N5NHJ and Peter/
W1NA) will operate the ARRL International DX SSB Contest (March
March 77-8th)
8th as a Multi-Single. Some activities will

take place outside of the contests as well. QSL via
LoTW or direct via N5NHJ.
EE8, CANARY ISLANDS. Operator Felipe, NP4Z, will once
again be active as EE8Z from the Los Chachos Contest
Club during the ARRL International DX SSB Contest
(March
March 77-8th)
8th as Single-Op/All-Band entry. QSL via N4AO
or LoTW.
PJ7, ST. MAARTEN.
MAARTEN An Uruguay DX Group of operators will
be operating from the Red Cross Headquarters in St.
Maarten as PJ2C between February 28th and March 9th.
9th
Operators mentioned are Gus/CX2AM, Mario/CX4CR,
Rainer/CX8FB and Bert/CX3AN. Activity will be holiday
style with 2 stations running 500w into 3 elements plus
174 wave verticals on lower bands. Modes will be CW
and SSB, and on 80-10 meters. Callsign(s) was not provided. QSL Manager is David, EB7DX.
5J, SAN ANDRES ISLAND. Joe, LU1FM, will be active as
5J0B from San Andres Island between March 21st and
April 4th. Activity will be on 160-6 meters using SSB and
the Digital modes. He also plans to participate in CQWW
WPX SSB Contest (March 2828-29th).
29th QSL via his home
callsign.
5Z, KENYA. Operators Bertrand/DF3FS and Oliver/DL9OLI
will be active as 5Z4/homecall from Diani Beach (40km
south of Mombasa) from between February 16th and
March 8th.
8th Activity will be holiday style on 80-10 meters
using CW (DF3FS) and SSB (DL9OLI). Antennas will be
verticals for 80/40/30m and a SP7IDX Hexbeam for
20/10m. They will have amps. QSL both callsigns via
DF3FS, direct (see details on Web page) or by the Bureau.
They have a Web page at:
http://www.df3fs.de/5zhttp://www.df3fs.de/5z2015/index.html

This month’s bulle>n was made possible with informa>on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle>n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,
DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
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7Q -Malawi - The 7QAA DXpedition to Malawi is confirmed to take place in March [425DXN 1216]. The large
multinational team will be split into two sub-teams: Team
One will operate CW and RTTY on 11-21 March, while
Team Two will operate SSB and RTTY from 22 March to 1
April,
April including an entry in the CQ WPX SSB Contest. Both
Team 1 and 2 will be QRV with four stations on 160-10
metres, plus 6m if conditions allow. QSL via N7RO and
LoTW, logsearch on Club Log. Bookmark
www.malawidx.org for updates and further information.
9K, KUWAIT.
KUWAIT Abdallah, 9K2GS, will be on during the
CQWW WPX SSB Contest (March
March 2828-29th)
29th as a SingleOp/All-Band entry. QSL via LoTW, direct (w/2GS & SAE) or
the OQRS on ClubLog. NO Bureau QSLs.

IOTA News
AFAF-005 - D4, CAPE VERDE. Lukas, HB9EBT, will be active
as D44TEG from Tarrafal, Sao Tiago Island (AF-005) between March 1515-27th.
27th Activity will be on 40-10 meters
CW only using an Elecraft K3 with 100 watts into a Triple
Leg antenna on a 15m Fiberglass pole and homemade
feeder line. QSL via his home callsign, direct (NO IRCs) or
by the Bureau.
AFAF-030 - ZD9, Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island:
Island David,
ZS1BCE, is currently working as a radio technician on
Gough Island (AF-030) until September.
September He plans to get
on the air during his spare time signing ZD9A on SSB and
digital modes. His QSL manager will be Alan, ZS1LS, who
will also take care of LoTW uploads.
AFAF-032 - 5H, TANZANIA.
TANZANIA Stefano, IK6JRI, will be active as
5H1JRI from Zanzibar Island (AF-032) between February
20th and March 3rd.
3rd Activity will be holiday style (during
his spare time from hospital) on 40-10 meters, possibly
80m, on SSB only. QSL via IK7JWX.
ASmarks the 125th anniverAS-007—
007—JA, Japan—8J125SSI
Japan
sary of the town Shisui (AS
ASAS-007,
007 WW Loc. QM05) on the
bands until 31 March 2015. QSL automatically via bureau.
EUEU-042 - +EUDL—
+EUDL—Foehr - Volker, DL1WH will be active as
DL1WH/p from the island of Foehr (EU-042) on 3-11
March. He will operate CW and some SSB mainly in his
morning and evening hours. QSL via home call, direct or
bureau.[TNX DL1WH]
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NANA-032 - Miquelon Island, FP - Once again Eric, KV1J will
be active as FP/KV1J from Miquelon Island (NA-032) from
26 February to 10 March.
March Plans are to operate mainly
SSB and RTTY on 160-10 metres, "generally on the highest frequency band open favouring 12 and 10m". He will
also "be checking 6m for indications of openings". QSL via
home call, direct or bureau, LoTW and eQSL. Further information at http://www.kv1j.com/fp/Feb15.html.
NANA-104 - St. Kitts, V4 - Once again John, W5JON will be
active as V47JA from St. Kitts (NA-104) from 20 January
to 1 March.
March He will be QRV on SSB on 160-6 metres SSB;
his wife Cathy (W5HAM) will also operate occasionally as
V47HAM. All QSLs via W5JON (direct only) and LoTW. [TNX
NG3K]
OCOC-031 - C2 –Nauru Ernoe DK2AMM, Guenter DL2AWG,
Hans DL6JGN and Ron PA3EWP will be active as
C21EU www.nauru2015.de) from Nauru (OC-031)
from 25 March to 4 April.
April They will operate CW, SSB,
and digital modes on 40-10 metres with two stations
and a focus on the higher bands. QSL via DL2AWG, direct
or bureau (OQRS on Club Log).
OCOC-034 - Papua New Giunea, P2 - Norbert, DH1NK will be
working at Finschhafen, Papua New Guinea (OC-034) between 15 January and 15 June. In his spare time he will
be QRV as P29NK on 80, 40, 20, 17, 12 and 10 metres
SSB and Pactor. QSL via DH1NK, bureau preferred. [TNX
The Daily DX]
OCOC-086 - AH0, MARIANA ISLANDS.
ISLANDS Kazu, JH8PHT, will
once again be active as AH0KT from the Saipan Rental
Shack on Saipan Island, Northern Mariana Island (OC086, USI NI002S, WLOTA 1333) between March 1111-15th.
15th
Activity will be on the HF bands and 6 meters (WW Loc
QK25uf), using CW, SSB, the Digital modes and 10m AM
& FM (29.600 MHz only). QSL via his home callsign.
SASA-006 - PJ4, BONAIRE.
BONAIRE Stanley, WS5K, is once again active as PJ4F from Bonaire (SA-006, WLOTA LH-1279) until
March 15th.
15th Activity is on the HF bands. QSL via M0URX,
OQRS, LoTW.
SASA-099 - PJ2, CURACAO.
CURACAO Thilo, DL9NBJ, will be active as
PJ2/DL9NBJ from Curacao (SA-099) between February
17th and March 10th.
10th Using an Elecraft KX3 with 12 watts
into vertical wire dipole and 12m fiberglass pole, look for
him on the HF bands operating CW and SSB. Skeds are
possible via E-mail or Echolink (see QRZ.com). QSL via his
home callsign, direct or by the Bureau. Log will be uploaded to ClubLog.
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Contests & QSO Parties
For more informa>on, go to:
hp://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html

2/272/27-3/1 CQ 160160-Meter Contest, SSB
2/28--3/1 UBA DX Contest, CW
2/28
2828-3/1 North America QSO Party, RTTY
1 SARL Hamnet 40m Simulated Emergency Contest
1-2 NC QSO Party
3 ARS Spartan Sprint
3 AGCW YL-CW Party
4 QRP Fox Hunt
4-5 & 7-8 AWA John Rollins Memorial DX Contest
6 QRP Fox Hunt
7 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint
7-8 ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB
8 DARC 10-meter Digital Contest
11 QRP Fox Hunt

13 QRP Fox Hunt
14 AGCW QRP Contest
14-15 F9AA Cup, SSB
RTTY
14-15 EA PSK63 Contest
14-15 ID QSO Party
15 North American Sprint, RTTY
15-16 WI QSO Party
16 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
18 QRP Fox Hunt
19 NAQCC CW Sprint
20 QRP Fox Hunt
21 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest
21 Feld Hell Sprint
21-22 VA QSO Party
21-22 Russian DX Contest
21-22 SARL VHF/UHF Analogue/digital Contest
25 QRP Fox Hunt
27 QRP Fox Hunt
28-29 CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB

Pirates on the Air
It has been confirmed that OX3VAA is a
pirate. Your reward for working them is
you get to walk the plank!

Circuit Adapter
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A Must Have Accessory

March 2015

Virginia QSO Party
Virginia QSO Party March 21-22
The Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) will again sponsor this
year’s Virginia QSO Party.
For those who might be new to the term, a QSO Party is a little
“miniature” contest, a fun little on- the-air gathering intended to let
stations in a certain locale (in this case, the Commonwealth of Virginia)
work as many stations as possible. It is a good way to build up your
station log, have some on-the-air fun, and learn a little bit about contesting. Often, these little parties are not as “dog-eat-dog” as the major

national or international contests, making them the ideal
way to get your feet wet in the fun of HF contesting.
If you are interested in this year’s party, check out the web site sponsored by SPARC:
http://www.qsl.net/sterling/uf1.htm
That site has a direct link to the rules, list of frequencies, and other information about the QSO party.
Remember, the party starts on the air at 1400 UTC Saturday, March 21,
and lasts until 0200 Sunday March 22 and again from 1200 UTC to
2400 UTC Sunday . (For Virginians this is Saturday 10 AM to 10 PM and
Sunday 8 AM to 8 PM.)

A Source for Old Radios?
I've been a ham for over 40 years and just now found out
about this giant warehouse type supply of ham and related equipment.
http://landaircom.com/showroom.html

Could this be Virginia Too?
It's winter in Wisconsin and the gentle breezes blow,
70 miles per hour at 52 below!
Oh, how I love Wisconsin
When the snow's up to your butt;
You take a breath of winter air
And your nose is frozen shut.
Yes, the weather here is wonderful,
You may think I'm a fool.
I could never leave Wisconsin,
Cause I'm frozen to the stool.

VE News (No, we’re not talking about Canada)
We had a good turn-out for the VE test session on Saturday, February 14. There were ten candidates, and everyone passed. We
gave seven Technician class tests, two General class and one Amateur Extra. It is good to see that many do so well. Congratulations to each of them.
Thanks for the VEs that were present, Bob K4DJG, Jim W4POL and
Ray K4NRA. The next test session is April 11, so start studying!
Gerald, KN4FM
The Monitor

Gayle Shull, KU4XN
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*Deadline for newsletter articles is the 20th of the preceding month of publication.

Calendar of Local Events
March
1 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex)
2 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
2 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4RMY)
3 VARA Club Meeting
5 MARA Club Meeting
6 PVARC Club Meeting
6 Friday Luncheon
8 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 2AM
8 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
9 Rockingham County ARES Net (KA4EEN)
12 Augusta County ARES Net
13 Friday Luncheon
15 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
16 Rockingham County ARES Net (WF4O)
17 ST. PATRICKS DAY
20 FIRST DAY OF SPRING
20 Friday Luncheon
20 Deadline for April newsletter submission*
2121-22 VA QSP Party
22 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
23 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4LXG)
27 Friday Luncheon
29 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
30 Rockingham County ARES Net (KN4FM)

April
1 APRIL FOOL’S DAY
2 MARA Club Meeting
3 PVARC Club Meeting
3 Friday Luncheon
5 EASTER
5 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex)
6 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz)
6 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4RNA)
7 VARA Club Meeting
9 Augusta County ARES Net
10 Friday Luncheon
11 VE Testing
12 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
13 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4RBZ)
15 Uncle Sam’s Pay Day
17 Friday Luncheon
19 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
20 Rockingham County ARES Net (KG4KUR)
20 Deadline for April newsletter submission*
24 Friday Luncheon
26 Page County ARES Net (146.625/131.8)
27 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4RMY)

The club newsletter, the Monitor,
Monitor is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email
distribution, in PDF format. However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter
editor directly of all changes in email address. Electronic back issues will be provided free to members on request.
Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club officers to receive a hardcopy of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version. However, the hardcopy requires additional production and delivery time and is not guaranteed to arrive before the scheduled
monthly club meeting dates.
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting)
should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution. Members
who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email
attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.
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Club Information
MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.
President:
President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM
Vice President: Andrew Pearson, N4RCE
Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF
Treasurer:
Treasurer Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC
Board (exp 2015): Bryan Daniels, K4RMY
Board (exp 2016): Foster Farone, WF4O

http://mara.ws
MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
President: John Keller, W4ZAO
Vice President: Ed Varner, N4EDI
Secretary:
Secretary David Tanks, AD4TJ
Treasurer: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC

http://w4xd.com
VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at the Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond
Road in Staunton, Virginia
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm,
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm

Visitors are always welcome
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to:
VARA, Greg Czerniak
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 24401-1661

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

President:
President Tim Ramey, AK4CJ
Vice President:
President Morgan Phenix, K4RHD
Secretary: John Spillman, KT4CB
Treasurer: Paul O’Sullivan, KK4IRS
Board Member:
Member Zory Glaser, KB3VQC
Board Member: Gary Fisher, K6OZ

http://www.k4pmh.org

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month
at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room
in Luray, VA.
The meeting begins at 6:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 22835-0245

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc.
for members of the three amateur radio clubs
in the Central Shenandoah Valley.
Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment
to all club members in good standing.
Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies.
Contact the president of your respective club
for information on paper copies.
Back issues are freely available on the MARA website
starting a few months after publication.
Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships,
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a
timely basis to individuals who are not club members.
Occasional complimentary current copies are
provided to prospective members free of charge.
Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies
at club expense to various constituencies.
Contact your respective club officers for more information.
Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization,
the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair
Use Provisions of copyright law.
Copyright notices must be respected.

The Monitor

15

MARA/VARA/PVARC
c/o John Spillman
168 Bosley Drive Ext.
Stanley, VA 22851
Phone: 540-778-1332
Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

MARA
VARA
PVARC

