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Weekly Friday Luncheon 
The FridayFridayFridayFriday weeklyweeklyweeklyweekly casual lunch meetings are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, 
VA at 11:00AM. Directions: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the 

left across the street from Mrs. Rowe’s. 

PVARC Meeting:  December   4th 
The Page Valley Amateur Radio  Club Page Valley Amateur Radio  Club Page Valley Amateur Radio  Club Page Valley Amateur Radio  Club will hold its regular meeting on December 4th December 4th December 4th December 4th at 6:30pm at the Page County Sher-

iff’s Training Room in Luray.  All hams and their guests are invited.  

The   Massanutten    Amateur   Radio  Association   (MARA)   Massanutten    Amateur   Radio  Association   (MARA)   Massanutten    Amateur   Radio  Association   (MARA)   Massanutten    Amateur   Radio  Association   (MARA)   and   the  

Valley  Amateur  Radio  Association  (VARA) Valley  Amateur  Radio  Association  (VARA) Valley  Amateur  Radio  Association  (VARA) Valley  Amateur  Radio  Association  (VARA) invites all area amateur radio 

operators and their guest to our annual Christmas banquet at 6:30 pm on 

December 10 December 10 December 10 December 10 at the Wood Grill Buffet located  at 1711 Reservoir St in 

Harrisonburg.  Following dinner we will have a very short business meet-

ing followed by a program presented by a singing group including our own 

Gerald Brunk, K4RBZ. 

Everyone is invited,  we have reserved both rooms so we should have 

plenty of space. Come for the meeting, stay for the fellowship. 

MARA / VARA     December     Meeting 

Please note:  

New Day this month only 
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A few final words from the MARA president: 

These are my final words as president of MARA as my term ends at the 

conclusion of the December meeting.  It has been a pleasure to serve in 

this office for the past two years.  I want to thank those that have helped 

in so many ways, including the officers that I have served with during the 

past two years, those that have offered their time to prepare and pre-

sent programs, participated in the different areas of the club, including 

the VE team, ARES, public service 

events and keeping the club's repeat-

ers on the air. 

Please join me in supporting and helping the 

new club officers during the coming year.  We 

have elected capable members to fill the board 

positions and I'm looking forward to another 

good year for the Massanutten Amateur Radio 

Association, Inc. 

Gerald Nauman, KN4FM 

MARA President’s Column 

Reminder from the Newsletter Editor:  Club Dues are Now Due! 

In the back of this issue you will find a club membership renewal form.  Please 

make sure you renew your club dues BEFORE the end of the February meeting.  

The best bet is to MAIL your dues to the address shown for your club.     

Don’t forget!?Don’t forget!?Don’t forget!?Don’t forget!?    

I received this link from my old club and thought you all might find it a good reference source. 

    http://www.n4lcd.com/wireantennas/http://www.n4lcd.com/wireantennas/http://www.n4lcd.com/wireantennas/http://www.n4lcd.com/wireantennas/    

John KB2LOZ 

Excellent Wire Antenna Source 

Blast from the Past (issues) 
From The Monitor, December 2005 

Can Hams Tell Where You’re From Without Resorting to a Callbook site? 
Do you say “Youse guys” or “Ya’ll”?  Do you call it a “soda” or a “Coke”? When five o’clock rolls around, do you eat “Supper” or “Dinner”? See wheth-
er you talk like a Yankee or a Rebel: 
Thanks to AG4XN for this one: http://alphadictionary.com/articles/yankeetest.htmlhttp://alphadictionary.com/articles/yankeetest.htmlhttp://alphadictionary.com/articles/yankeetest.htmlhttp://alphadictionary.com/articles/yankeetest.html    
 

Listen to your HF Audio from Across the Country! 
I found this very interesting website. You can transmit on 3840 kHz, and hear your own audio coming back at you on the Internet from four different 
locations in the western U.S. I just worked KE7EU in Ore- gon and WT7P in Elko Nevada, and heard my audio coming back to me from Art Bell’s 
(W6OBB) receiver in Pahrump, Nevada, via my computer. Give it a try: http://www.smeter.net/receive/receive.phphttp://www.smeter.net/receive/receive.phphttp://www.smeter.net/receive/receive.phphttp://www.smeter.net/receive/receive.php 
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The SkyWarn program is not intended to provide regular, 

formal weather observations to the weather service.  Rather, 

it is intended to provide reports of severe weather such as 

hail, heavy sleet, freezing rain, ice accumulations, and high 

winds.  These phenomena should be reported immediately 

to the SkyWarn 1-800 number, or reported through the Sky-

Warn nets if activated during a blizzard or winter storm. 

SkyWarn volunteers should avoid providing extraneous infor-

mation such as snowfall and snow depth if they are not 

properly trained in how to measure such information. 

Measuring snow is a serious business for official NOAA Co-

operative Observers.    These highly-trained individuals use 

very detailed and tightly-scheduled, carefully-controlled 

equipment and techniques to provide accurate and precise 

measurements for meteorologists and climatologists. 

By contrast, however, most SkyWarn volunteers are not suf-

ficiently trained or skilled at measuring snow to provide 

much useful weather data beyond reporting unusually se-

vere conditions. 

If properly trained, however, SkyWarn observers can en-

hance the usefulness of their observations by giving this 

information as a supplemental part of their severe weather 

report, or when requested by the activated SkyWarn net 

manager. 

SEVERE WEATHER REPORTSSEVERE WEATHER REPORTSSEVERE WEATHER REPORTSSEVERE WEATHER REPORTS    

SkyWarn volunteers should report hail, heavy sleet, freezing 

rain, ice accumulations, and high winds. SkyWarn volunteers 

should become familiar with the difference between hail, 

which normally occurs during thunderstorms in the spring 

and summer, versus sleet, which often is much tinier, light-

er, and occurs without thunder and lightning when the tem-

perature is near or below freezing. 

Freezing rain Freezing rain Freezing rain Freezing rain is rain that freezes once it contacts the cold 

surface of the ground or other objects. 

Ice accumulation Ice accumulation Ice accumulation Ice accumulation is measured by breaking off a piece of ice 

accumulating on an object, and measuring the thickness of 

the ice chunk to the nearest tenth of an inch.  Ice accumula-

tion measurements can be made once every three hours or 

when requested by SkyWarn net control. 

When reporting the severe weather mentioned in the para-

graphs above, SkyWarn volunteers should resist the urge to 

add extraneous information to their reports unless they 

know their measurements were taken in accordance with 

strict NOAA measurement techniques. 

NOAA SNOW MEASUREMENTSNOAA SNOW MEASUREMENTSNOAA SNOW MEASUREMENTSNOAA SNOW MEASUREMENTS    

There are three measurements used by NOAA with respect 

to snow. The three measurements are made using different 

techniques. 

The first measurement is called “Snowfall”, the second is 

“Snow Depth”, and the third is “Precipitation”.  These three 

terms have very different meanings, and the numbers must 

be measured and reported correctly. 

SNOWFALLSNOWFALLSNOWFALLSNOWFALL    

Regardless of what you hear on the radio or TV, or what your 

neighbors say, it is completely meaningless to report that 

“the storm dumped eight inches of snow on the city over the 

weekend.”  That is NOT “Snowfall”. 

Snowfall is the amount of snow which accumulates on a 

flat, white, level surface (called a “snowboard”) placed out 

in the open (away from obstructions such as buildings, 

trees, fences, decks, and lawn furniture) between periodic 

manual “clearing” operations. 

To measure snowfall, you must use a flat, unbendable, hard 

surface, and it must be painted white. 

The surface does not need to be very large:  a single 12-inch 

by 12- inch square-foot piece of plywood will do nicely. 

The board must be placed on the ground, flat and level, be-

fore the snow begins to fall, it helps if you place a tiny 

flag, wire, or other marker next to the board so you can find 

it once snow has covered it up. 

To take a “Snowfall” reading, use a ruler or hard tape meas-

ure calibrated in tenths of an inch.  Snowfall is always meas-

ured to the nearest tenth of an inch.  Stick the ruler down in 

the snow until it hits the snowboard surface, and take the 

reading at the surface of the snow. Do not lift the snow-

board to take the reading, as moving the board will cause 

the snow to settle slightly. 

Once you have taken your reading, write it down (human 

memory is notorious for its failures), and then pick the 

snowboard up and wipe it clean.   Place the clean snow-

board back down very carefully in a new location on TOP of 

Sky Warn Winter Education: 

Measuring Snow 
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the surface of the snow so that it is level.  If necessary move 

your flag or marker to the new location. 

Do not replace your snowboard in the hole where it originally 

was located.  The snow from around the edges of the hole 

will collapse or blow back onto the snowboard and cause 

error in your next measurement.  Make sure the new loca-

tion is level, flat, and away from obstacles such as buildings, 

fences, trees, etc. 

Snowfall readings should be taken once every six hours, or 

when snow has accumulated on the board close to four inch-

es. 

If readings are taken more often than every six hours, add 

the readings together to get a single six-hour snowfall total. 

For example, if it is snowing very hard, and you record 4.1 

inches after 3 hours, clear your board, and you then record 

another 2.4 inches after another 3 hours, you will report a 

six-hour snowfall total of  4.1 + 2.4 inches, or 6.5 inches of 

snowfall for that six hour period. 

Snowfall does not have to be reported every six hours.  You 

can report a daily total, but a daily total must be for exactly 

24 hours. 

Use the word “Snowfall” when reporting the 6-hour or 24-

hour snow measured in this way. You are also free to add up 

the measurements during an entire storm for a “storm total 

snowfall”. 

Snow packs down as it accumulates, the sun causes melting 

and evaporation (sublimation), and wind blows snow away.  

So you can readily see that “Snowfall” cumulatively meas-

ured every six hours during a snowstorm is quite likely very 

different from the depth of snow that will be on the ground 

at the end of that snowstorm.   It is actually possible for a 

storm to drop 12 inches of SNOWFALL, and yet only six to 

eight inches of snow will be on the ground at the end of the 

storm. 

Be clear:  “Snowfall” is not the same as “snow depth”.  

SNOW DEPTHSNOW DEPTHSNOW DEPTHSNOW DEPTH    

Snow depth is the amount of accumulated snow on the 

ground at the time of your observation. Snow depth observa-

tions are taken once per day.  The measurement of snow 

depth includes not only new snow from the current storm, 

but also includes any old leftover snow from previous 

storms, ice, melted and refrozen snow, slush, sleet, etc. 

Snow depth should be measured in undisturbed areas that 

have not been walked on, trodded upon, or otherwise dis-

turbed by man or animals.  To measure snow depth, walk 

around the undisturbed area sticking your ruler into the 

snow and measure from the bottom of the snow to the top.  

On a hard surface such as a driveway or sidewalk, this will 

give you snow depth.  On grass, however, snow tends to 

stick to grass blades, and thus the ruler will measure the 

snow depth plus the gap between the bottom of the snow to 

the actual ground.  Be sure you are measuring only the 

depth of accumulated snow and ice. 

Do not take measurements in obvious drifts or piles of snow 

which have gathered along the edges of buildings, trees, 

buildings, etc. Measure only in open areas away from obsta-

cles.  Make numerous measurements, and average them. 

Snow depth is always reported rounded to the nearest 

whole inch. “Snow depth” is measured and reported only 

once per day.  It is possible to have a 24-hour snowfall total 

of 16.2 inches, for example, but only have a snow depth of 

10 inches due to packing, melting, etc. 

Similarly, if there was snow on the ground already before a 

snow storm — perhaps weeks old — it is possible for a sta-

tion to report a snowfall of only 1.1 inches, but a snow 

depth of 42 inches. 

PRECIPITATIONPRECIPITATIONPRECIPITATIONPRECIPITATION    

Precipitation is the water equivalent, measured during the 

24-hour observation period.  Very few SkyWarn volunteers 

will be willing to go to the trouble of reporting precipitation.  

Precipitation measurements are the least necessary of the 

three measurements, but are still important for cooperative 

observer stations to provide a continuous set of observa-

tions for climatological purposes. 

Precipitation measurements requires a special rain gauge 

with a special snow accumulation tube built to go along with 

the rain gauge, and involves melting the snow accumulating 

in the tube over the past 24-hour observation period. 

An amateur weather observer can obtain an approximation 

of the precipitation figure by using a very large rain gauge 

which allows accumulating of snow through a large (more 

than six square inches) opening, and then carefully melting 

the snow inside to obtain a water equivalent reading. 

But it must be emphasized that unless the observer uses 

the official weather service-approved equipment, such 

measurements will not have official standing with NOAA and 

should not be provided during SkyWarn Reports. 

VIDEO AVAILABLE ONVIDEO AVAILABLE ONVIDEO AVAILABLE ONVIDEO AVAILABLE ON----LINELINELINELINE    

A good and informative video on snow measurement for 

cooperative stations can be found online at: 

http://madishttp://madishttp://madishttp://madis----data.noaa.gov/snow_video.htmldata.noaa.gov/snow_video.htmldata.noaa.gov/snow_video.htmldata.noaa.gov/snow_video.html    

Let’s hope that we don’t have to measure too much snow 

this winter. 
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MARA Secretary’s ReportMARA Secretary’s ReportMARA Secretary’s ReportMARA Secretary’s Report––––    November 5, 2015November 5, 2015November 5, 2015November 5, 2015 

Meeting called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg, by 

President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM, at 7:35 p.m.  27 

members and 12 guests were present.  Introductions 

were made all around. 

New Members:New Members:New Members:New Members:  First readings for MARA applicants Diane Diane Diane Diane 

Wyss, KD7JCQWyss, KD7JCQWyss, KD7JCQWyss, KD7JCQ, Roger Pience, N1XPRoger Pience, N1XPRoger Pience, N1XPRoger Pience, N1XP, and Teri Henderson, Teri Henderson, Teri Henderson, Teri Henderson, 

KT4UOKT4UOKT4UOKT4UO, were heard. 

The Secretary’s MinutesThe Secretary’s MinutesThe Secretary’s MinutesThe Secretary’s Minutes for last month’s meeting were 

approved as published in the MonitorMonitorMonitorMonitor.  

The Treasurer’s Report for October The Treasurer’s Report for October The Treasurer’s Report for October The Treasurer’s Report for October was approved as pub-

lished in the  MonitorMonitorMonitorMonitor. 

Committee Reports:Committee Reports:Committee Reports:Committee Reports:    

 ARESARESARESARES:  Bryan Daniels (K4RMY) Bryan Daniels (K4RMY) Bryan Daniels (K4RMY) Bryan Daniels (K4RMY) reported that 

Page, Rockingham, Shenandoah, Warren Counties et al 

participated in a recent ARES exercise.  More hams need 

to get accredited by HRECC and K4RMY, so we have a 

good cadre for drills and emergencies. 

Bryan also reported that there will be a MARS activation 

test during the weekend of 11/7/15 using ham frequen-

cies (locally 75 meters SSB and 80 meters digital, as well 

as the ODEN net ). 

 RepeatersRepeatersRepeatersRepeaters:  The Yaesu D1X 440MHz analogue/

digital (P25) repeater has been received and is now in 

operation.  

 Volunteer Examiner (VE) CommitteeVolunteer Examiner (VE) CommitteeVolunteer Examiner (VE) CommitteeVolunteer Examiner (VE) Committee:  Gayle Shull Gayle Shull Gayle Shull Gayle Shull 

(KU4XN) (KU4XN) (KU4XN) (KU4XN) announced that the next VE session will be on 

Dec. 12 at 9:00 a.m., at the former Woodmen of the 

World location in Dayton.  He noted that more VEs are 

needed to handle the tests. These need to get qualified.  

 Public ServicePublic ServicePublic ServicePublic Service:  Herb Slade (AA2BF) Herb Slade (AA2BF) Herb Slade (AA2BF) Herb Slade (AA2BF) is to write a 

letter requesting State Sen. Mark Obenshain’s influence, 

pointing out the difficulties hams presently have when 

applying for a ham vanity plate, due to VDOT’s insistence 

on a letter from FCC proving that an applicant has a valid 

radio amateur license.  Secretary’s note:  Because of a 

heavy work schedule, Herb has not 

yet written this letter. 

Announcements:  Announcements:  Announcements:  Announcements:  Reminder:Reminder:Reminder:Reminder:    The De-The De-The De-The De-

cember MARA meeting will be held on cember MARA meeting will be held on cember MARA meeting will be held on cember MARA meeting will be held on 

the the the the 2222ndndndnd    ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday, Dec. 10, at Wood , Dec. 10, at Wood , Dec. 10, at Wood , Dec. 10, at Wood 

Grill in Harrisonburg.  Both rooms are Grill in Harrisonburg.  Both rooms are Grill in Harrisonburg.  Both rooms are Grill in Harrisonburg.  Both rooms are 

reserved.reserved.reserved.reserved. 

Old Business: Old Business: Old Business: Old Business:   

 Club ClothingClub ClothingClub ClothingClub Clothing:  Latest information from Bryan Dan-Bryan Dan-Bryan Dan-Bryan Dan-

iels (K4RMY)iels (K4RMY)iels (K4RMY)iels (K4RMY), Re Club polo shirts:  We have the 25th shirt 

order, to meet the minimum number for the agreed-upon 

price.  Please pay on delivery for your shirt. 

Bob VanFossen (K4DJG) Bob VanFossen (K4DJG) Bob VanFossen (K4DJG) Bob VanFossen (K4DJG) can order club badges from “The 

Sign Man”, with the MARA logo, for ~$11+. 

New Business:  New Business:  New Business:  New Business:      

    December MeetingDecember MeetingDecember MeetingDecember Meeting:  It was agreed that we would 

invite VARA, PVARAVARA, PVARAVARA, PVARAVARA, PVARA and the local ham community to the 

MARA meeting on Dec. 10.  Ideas proposed for the pro-

gram that evening were David Collins (N4WDC)David Collins (N4WDC)David Collins (N4WDC)David Collins (N4WDC)’s Severe 

Weather Reporting, or Gerry Brunk (K4RBZ)Gerry Brunk (K4RBZ)Gerry Brunk (K4RBZ)Gerry Brunk (K4RBZ)’s singing 

group. 

 Other New BusinessOther New BusinessOther New BusinessOther New Business:  David Collins suggested 

planning a “National Parks On the Air” special event, with 

awards for activating a site.  Details are available at the 

ARRL website. 

50/50 Drawing:50/50 Drawing:50/50 Drawing:50/50 Drawing:  $29 collected, with $14.50 won by Bob Bob Bob Bob 

Dixon (W8HGH)Dixon (W8HGH)Dixon (W8HGH)Dixon (W8HGH), who graciously returned his share to the 

club.  $29.00 went to the MARAMARAMARAMARA Treasury. 

 

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn: Passed at 8:22 p.m.            

Program:Program:Program:Program:  Foster Farone (WF4O) Foster Farone (WF4O) Foster Farone (WF4O) Foster Farone (WF4O) described the Raspberry 
Pi hand-sized computer that connects to a DSTAR network 
via the Internet.  The  Raspberry Pi does this by means of a 
120 mw, 440 MHz dongle with ¼ mile range, via WiFi.  
Foster pointed out that the system allows its operator to 
get “reflectors” worldwide. 
That opened the eyes of a lot of us! 
 

Respectively submitted, Herb Slade, AA2BFHerb Slade, AA2BFHerb Slade, AA2BFHerb Slade, AA2BF, Secretary 

MARA Secretary’s Report 
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November 3, 2015November 3, 2015November 3, 2015November 3, 2015    

27 members and guests were present at the November 3, 2015 

meeting of the VARA club. President John Keller, W4ZAOJohn Keller, W4ZAOJohn Keller, W4ZAOJohn Keller, W4ZAO, opened 

the meeting at 7 pm, and the intros were made. The 50/50 

drawing for $11.00 was won by Ed Varner N4EDI. David Tanks Ed Varner N4EDI. David Tanks Ed Varner N4EDI. David Tanks Ed Varner N4EDI. David Tanks 

AD4TJ AD4TJ AD4TJ AD4TJ donated a 10 meter hamstick for a ticket holder to win; 

Charlie Bennetch N4LNU Charlie Bennetch N4LNU Charlie Bennetch N4LNU Charlie Bennetch N4LNU won it. 

ARES report: ARES report: ARES report: ARES report: David , EC for Augusta County, reported that the 

Virginia ARES organization is coming together; he also intro-

duced Roger Pience N1XPRoger Pience N1XPRoger Pience N1XPRoger Pience N1XP, our District Emergency Coordinator, 

who lives in Staunton. The monthly net would be held on the 2nd 

Thursday of the month, on the 146.850 repeater, with Net Con-

trol to be Fred Evans N4KYMFred Evans N4KYMFred Evans N4KYMFred Evans N4KYM. He also thanked everyone for their 

help in the Grindstone and Bike Festival events. He also remind-

ed us that those who helped out with the Bike Festival will have 

their 2016 dues paid( Greg has the list of those who helped ). 

Secretary reportSecretary reportSecretary reportSecretary report: David AD4TJDavid AD4TJDavid AD4TJDavid AD4TJ, asked that the minutes be ap-

proved as printed in the newsletter; seconded and passed. 

Treasurer's reportTreasurer's reportTreasurer's reportTreasurer's report: Greg Czerniak W4GRC Greg Czerniak W4GRC Greg Czerniak W4GRC Greg Czerniak W4GRC treasurer, gave the 

report; seconded and passed. 

EventsEventsEventsEvents: John thanked those that helped with the Grindstone 

event, and reported that the operation was pretty smooth, once 

we switched to the 146.850 repeater. David asked if the '85 

repeater will be used in the future, or will the portable repeater 

that Geep Howell WA4RTS Geep Howell WA4RTS Geep Howell WA4RTS Geep Howell WA4RTS brought to near the top of Reddish 

Knob would be needed; Jeff Rinehart W4PJW Jeff Rinehart W4PJW Jeff Rinehart W4PJW Jeff Rinehart W4PJW reported that if the 

trustees of the 85 repeater were agreeable, that it would be 

used, and Geep would not have to haul the portable unit up the 

mountain. On the Bike Festival, Dave Walsh, the director of the 

event, told us that there were around 750 or more riders this 

year, with only 1 major injury occurring. He said that he is hoping 

to get better planning next year, 

and also liability insurance to 

cover hams as they transport bikers. 

The club Christmas Banquet was dis-

cussed; MARA will vote Thursday at their 

meeting on whether to have a joint ban-

quet. 

John asked Jeff to report on Field Day; 

we came in 1st in VA, 1st in the Roanoke 

Division, and 25th in the nation in the 2A category, which is the 

largest of the event.  

Gordon Batey WA4FJC Gordon Batey WA4FJC Gordon Batey WA4FJC Gordon Batey WA4FJC told us that the Waynesboro Repeater 

Association's annual meeting would be November 16, at 6:30 

pm, at the Augusta County Library in Fishersville. 

Ray Colvin KE4HVR Ray Colvin KE4HVR Ray Colvin KE4HVR Ray Colvin KE4HVR wanted to know if the club wanted to reserve 

the pavilion at the park for the September club picnic; the club 

voted to have him reserve it. 

Officer elections: John said that he would be President for anoth-

er year; Ed Varner N4EDI, Ed Varner N4EDI, Ed Varner N4EDI, Ed Varner N4EDI, agreed to be Vice President again, and 

David agreed to serve as Secretary, and Greg will serve again as 

Treasurer. With no other nominations being made, the slate was 

voted on and accepted. 

Greg noted that in the Bike Festival, that in the event of an acci-

dent, 911 should be called, as this will keep the ECC in the loop, 

and they will make the decision on where help should come 

from. 

With no other business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 

7:32 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Tanks AD4TJDavid Tanks AD4TJDavid Tanks AD4TJDavid Tanks AD4TJ, VARA Secretary  

VARA Secretary’s Report 

 October 21, 2015 October 21, 2015 October 21, 2015 October 21, 2015 ––––    November 20, 2015November 20, 2015November 20, 2015November 20, 2015 
  
 Beginning Balance October 20, 2015 (Last Report)           $ 1,763.50 
 Add: Membership Renewals (11)  $    132.00 

Club Shirt Order (2)          63.00 
   
                Total Deposits  $    195.00 
 
 
 Less:      Bank Fee (Oct)   $    -16.00 

SVEC (Oct)     _  -21.62 
  
     Total Disbursements $     -37.62 
 
 
 Ending Balance as of November 20, 2015     $ 1,920.88 
 

Submitted by Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOCSheryl Tonini, KJ4DOCSheryl Tonini, KJ4DOCSheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC, MARA Treasurer 

MARA Treasurer’s Report 
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November 6, 2015November 6, 2015November 6, 2015November 6, 2015    

Meeting called to order by PVARC President, Tim (AK4CJTim (AK4CJTim (AK4CJTim (AK4CJ) at 6:30 

PM:  (All rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

Members introduced themselves to newcomers and visitors.  

(Note: We had a large meeting, and twice needed to set up addi-

tional chairs.) 

Secretary’s reportSecretary’s reportSecretary’s reportSecretary’s report: In the absence of the Secretary, John (KT4CB), John (KT4CB), John (KT4CB), John (KT4CB), 

it was moved that we accept the minutes of the previous meeting 

as they were printed in the Monitor/ Nov. 2015 newsletter.  Zory Zory Zory Zory 

(KB3VQC) (KB3VQC) (KB3VQC) (KB3VQC) was invited to take minutes in John’s absence. 

Treasurer’s reportTreasurer’s reportTreasurer’s reportTreasurer’s report:  A brief report was made by acting Treasurer, 

Juergen (KC3DWU), Juergen (KC3DWU), Juergen (KC3DWU), Juergen (KC3DWU), and he also provided an update on the suc-

cess of the recent Club fund-raising efforts. 

Tim, with input from Mark (N4YSA) Mark (N4YSA) Mark (N4YSA) Mark (N4YSA) and others, provided an up-

date on the new Repeater.  

Committee reportsCommittee reportsCommittee reportsCommittee reports: 

Education and training committee: Education and training committee: Education and training committee: Education and training committee: Morgan (K4RHD) and 

Phil (KQ4D) briefly reported on ham-related events 

and activities in and around Page County which have 

taken place in the past month, and mentioned the 

interest in ham radio activities and the desire for 

training expressed (following meeting with a number 

of local students).  

Membership committeeMembership committeeMembership committeeMembership committee: Morgan reported that we cur-

rently have 41 dues-paid members; the highest in 

Club history. 

Emergency Communications CommitteeEmergency Communications CommitteeEmergency Communications CommitteeEmergency Communications Committee:  Mark reported 

on the success of the recent ARES drill in which a 

number of Club members participated. 

Widow’s assistance committeeWidow’s assistance committeeWidow’s assistance committeeWidow’s assistance committee: Morgan indicated that 

there had been no activity this month. 

Program committeeProgram committeeProgram committeeProgram committee: Zory and Morgan indicated that 

Club member Bob Forrest (WO4MIBob Forrest (WO4MIBob Forrest (WO4MIBob Forrest (WO4MI) would be making 

a presentation on the joint Army MARS-ham radio 

event (planned for the weekend of 11/7-8/15).  

Field Day (FD) committeeField Day (FD) committeeField Day (FD) committeeField Day (FD) committee: Morgan, Tim, and Mark indi-

cated that planning for FD 2016 would soon com-

mence. 

Technical Assistance CommitteeTechnical Assistance CommitteeTechnical Assistance CommitteeTechnical Assistance Committee:  Mark reported on tow-

er repair assistance recently provided, and on the 

installation and operation of the new Yaesu repeat-

er. 

Website developmentWebsite developmentWebsite developmentWebsite development: Dave (K4DPF) Dave (K4DPF) Dave (K4DPF) Dave (K4DPF) discussed the pro-

gress (and needs) on the updating of the Club’s web-

site. 

Club HistorianClub HistorianClub HistorianClub Historian: Patrick (KE4EI) Patrick (KE4EI) Patrick (KE4EI) Patrick (KE4EI) provided comments, and 

again solicited 

input from 

members. 

Old business:Old business:Old business:Old business:        

Zory reported on the 

status of Club name 

tags.  It was decid-

ed to again solicit those members desiring tags, and re-

submit a new list of member info.  Zory was requested to 

again coordinate.  A signup list was circulated, and will 

also be available at next month’s meeting (along with tag 

options and prices). 

Morgan announced the donation of 2 beautiful new equip-

ment storage cases to the Club by Mike Holmes.  A brief 

discussion ensued on the possible uses for the new cas-

es.  

Morgan updated the members on the progress of the Club 

fund-raising activities, and on the generous matching 

starter contributions which have been received. 

New business that required a quorum voteNew business that required a quorum voteNew business that required a quorum voteNew business that required a quorum vote: 

Nominations were accepted for a new Board Member (term 

expires Dec. 2015) to replace Gary Fischer (K6OZ).  (Gary 

indicated that he would be willing to continue to serve on 

the Board.)  

William Baukhages was voted in as a new member. 

Carol (KA4LAF) indicated that a $10 check (to the Treasurer 

of VA) is needed to file the document to renew the Club’s 

tax-exempt status. 

Announcements and other CommentsAnnouncements and other CommentsAnnouncements and other CommentsAnnouncements and other Comments: 

Patrick announced:  1. Skywarn Training (on ‘Winter Weather, 

Advanced’) planned for Dec. 11 in the Winchester area, 

and 2. CERT (Citizen Emergency Response Team) Train-

ing scheduled for Feb. 2016.  (Note that additional info 

on both items is available on flyers). 

Bob reported that 1 ham radio at Page Memorial Hospital is 

now (finally, but only partially) operational. 

Zory reported that the Amateur Radio Club of the National 

Electronics Museum will be operating a Special Event 

station (using the call ‘W2W’) in remembrance of the 

Pearl Harbor attack.  Additional details are available in 

QST, and will be provided to the Editor of the Monitor.  

Phil reported that ARRL has been thinking about instituting a 

‘Winter Field Day’ event. 

Discussed (again) the need for a light on the outside en-

trance to our meeting location (especially since it is now 

dark even at the start of the meeting). 

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM, followed by the coffee and Krispy 

Kreme social portion of the evening, the 50/50 drawing, and 

Bob’s interesting presentation. 

Respectfully submitted by Zory (KB3VQC), Zory (KB3VQC), Zory (KB3VQC), Zory (KB3VQC), Acting Secretary   

PVARC Secretary’s Report 
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The 2015 Field Day results have been made public in the December 2015 issue of QST. The 

story begins on page 74. Thirteen pages of bragging’ rights for the participants. 

 

In spite of the rain and the slow start, Page Valley Amateur Radio Club, using the call K4PMH 

managed to squeak out a rather enviable position of 7th place in the 1A category.  Looking for-

ward to doing better next year. More pictures are available on the PVARC web site 

(<k4pmh.orgk4pmh.orgk4pmh.orgk4pmh.org>) 

Yes, it was that slow... 
The cuisine was fantastic! 

Reminds me of the song “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head” 



12 December 2015  

 T'was the night before Christmas 
 And all through the shack 
 Not a heater was glowing 

 In all of the rack. 
 

 Sitting totally silent and quiet that night 
 The old HRO shed nary a light. 

 The Johnson exciter and its homebrew final 
 Felt cold as leftovers, or seat-cover vinyl, 

 
 I drowsed at my workbench feeling tired and weary, 
 The print in the Handbook looked fuzzy and smeary. 
 I thought, "I'll make coffee", and groaned to my feet 

 When I heard a loud clatter outside in the street. 
 

 What the--? I wondered and turned on the lights 
 And there I beheld a wondrous sight: 

 A battered old van heaped high with components 
 And a grizzled old ham with a bagful of doughnuts. 

 
 I noted his callsign-- can't recall it today-- 

 But a patch on the side read "FMLA". 
 I opened the door and hollered "Come in! 

 The coffee pot's heating, and we'll sit down and chin!" 
 

 He spoke not a word but whistled in Morse 
 A "GE OM", and "By golly, I'm hoarse. 

 Too many contacts, and hot rosin smoke." 
 I nodded and poured him a mug of jamoke. 

 
 He emptied the doughnuts in a pile on a plate 

 And explained in a whistle, "I'm running real late. 
 I've new 6L6s and fine 211s, 6146s and good 'SN7s. 
 And 866s and 0B2s, type 45s and mil-spec 807s." 

 

 "For the regennie crowd, 201s by the score 
 And good ol' type 30s and 19s galore. 

 I haven't neglected the passive-parts run 
 There's lots of good iron by old Thordarson." 

 
 I nodded and smiled, suppressing a chortle 

 As he reached in his pack and left me a 304TL. 
 He whistled, "I'm leaving, the coffee was great, 

 But I'm overdue in the neighboring state." 
 

 "Keep everyone building the rigs of their choosing 
 Or we'll lose the bands that we're lazy in using. 

 Transistors or tubes-- any project is fine-- 
 Just keep on constructing and sharing on line." 

 
 He leaped to his feet and waved a gloved hand 
 As he sprang for the door and his rusty old van. 
 I heard him exclaim as he drove away from me, 
 "Merry Christmas, you Glowbugs, and to all 73!" 

The Glowbugs' Christmas 

The camp Still Meadows horse ride took place two weeks later 
than usual due to rain on the scheduled weekend. Nine hams 
showed up to help with the event. They were KJ4 IND Rick, KJ4 IND Rick, KJ4 IND Rick, KJ4 IND Rick, 
KG4JAZ Nancy, K4KLH Kenny, AA4PF Pete, KG4KUR EC, KG4JAZ Nancy, K4KLH Kenny, AA4PF Pete, KG4KUR EC, KG4JAZ Nancy, K4KLH Kenny, AA4PF Pete, KG4KUR EC, KG4JAZ Nancy, K4KLH Kenny, AA4PF Pete, KG4KUR EC, 
KM4GPZ Wayne, KU4XN Gayle, KI4BAQ Chris and K4NRA RayKM4GPZ Wayne, KU4XN Gayle, KI4BAQ Chris and K4NRA RayKM4GPZ Wayne, KU4XN Gayle, KI4BAQ Chris and K4NRA RayKM4GPZ Wayne, KU4XN Gayle, KI4BAQ Chris and K4NRA Ray. It 
was a cold start with 25 degrees and a breeze but the hams 
eagerly chowed down on a filling breakfast of eggs, sausage, 
sausage gravy, biscuits, tomatoes, fried potatoes, home made 
bread, toast, sweet buns and plenty of coffee and hot cider . It is 
a wonder that we could walk back to our vehicles and position 
ourselves around the 8 and 15 mile mountain courses. Due to 
the coldness and rescheduling of the event only 20 horses and 
riders participated this year. 
We used 146.550 simplex which worked well and gave hams 
practice working under simplex conditions. Chris KI4BAQ, did his 
usual excellent job as net control for the event. The hams cov-
ered the ride well and only incident observed was a saddle slid-
ing off one of the horses. It was nice that Gail and Kelly showed 
up and kept Gayle and Kenny under control. The sun and warm-
er conditions came later in the day and riders seemed to have a 
great time and the horses enjoyed the cool weather. The camp 
director personally wants to thank all the hams that made the 
ride a success After the ride, hams were served a bowl of chili or 

vegetable beef soup cooked in huge pots along with pie and 
cookies for dessert. 
Put this ride on your calendar for next year or you will miss out on 
a lot of good food and fellowship. 
 

73 de Ray, K4NRA 

Camp Still Meadows Horse Ride 
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When I discovered my realtor had lied and I had -- against my express wishes -- purchased a house in a deed-restricted 
neighborhood many years ago, I was very lucky that my restrictions didn't have any provisions banning ham radio.  Howev-
er, I've had numerous friends (including at least eight of my former license-class students) who cannot operate from 
home today because of such restrictions.    I don't personally like the "do it anyway, just keep a low profile" workaround 
that many hams have to use to operate... it's like "don't get caught breaking the law".  I much prefer to work to get the law 
changed, so as to preserve respect for the "law", which is this case, is the law of the neighborhood association. 
 
It looks like this bill has enough co-sponsors to pass, but every little bit of support helps. 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-president-urges-blast-of-support-for-senate-version-of-amateur-radio-parity-act 
 
The video is worth watching and passing along, even if the audio isn't perfect. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMY-5U1cJ6E 
 

David Fordham, KD9LA  

Amateur Radio Parity Act — Passage is now a possibility? 

On Saturday, October 31, between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., Page 
County and Shenandoah Valley amateur radio operators took 
part in an American Radio Relay League (ARRL) Simulated Emer-
gency Test (SET). The SET is a national, statewide, and/or local 
exercise in emergency communications, administered by local 

Emergency Coordinators of the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Services 
(ARES), together with participating 
county emergency service provid-
ers, specifically fire and rescue. 
Page County’s ARES  Emergency 
Coordinator, Mark Hensley N4YSA, 
continues to work with Jeff Hens-
ley, Page County Coordinator of 
Emergency Services, to enable sim-
ulated communications and mes-

sage handling between local and 
regional emergency service pro-
viders and the ARRL’s National 
Traffic System. This year, the 
Page County simulated emergen-
cy test scenario was built around 
an extensive wind, rain, and hail 
storm, during which power and 
mobility were severely disrupted 
and amateur radio communica-
tions became a vital option. Ten local amateur radio operators 
took part in the operation, and formal communication was also 
maintained during the entire exercise with amateur radio emer-
gency operations centers in Rockingham, Shenandoah, and War-
ren Counties. The ARES motto is “When all else fails!”   

Simulated Emergency Test (SET) Participation 

Rockingham County/Harrisonburg ARES is in need of volunteers 

for training at the Harrisonburg/Rockingham Emergency Com-

munications Center(HRECC) in January. We are looking for any 

individuals willing to learn about the HRECC Amateur radio sta-

tion and the ICS forms that would be used by HRECC and Ama-

teur radio operators during an emergency situation. This training 

will be on Saturday Jan 16th( or 23rd as backup date) at the 

HRECC in Harrisonburg, starting at 9 am and ending around 

noon. The first part of the training will cover the ICS forms used 

to pass traffic and and other information during a callup of Ama-

teur radio operators during an emergency. The second part of 

the training will deal with how the Amateur radio station at 

HRECC functions. Since this station is computer controlled, it is 

not your normal Amateur radio type of set up. ALL interested 

Amateur Radio operators are invited to attend. You do not have 

to be a member of ARES to participate , thought membership is 

encouraged as is the credentialing process to be able to access 

the HRECC to keep up proficiency with the equipment.  Forms 

Rockingham County/Harrisonburg ARES 
will be available at the class to ap-

ply for credentialing. Also, it is en-

couraged, but not required, that you 

have taken the basic introduction 

online classes to the Incident Com-

mand System: ICS-100 and ICS-

700 

(https://training.fema.gov/nims/) 

 

All participants in the class will receive a copy of the National 

Interoperability Field Operations Guide V1.5. This guide contains 

lots of great information about frequencies used, who can use 

them and how they are to be used. 

 

If you are interested, please email Bryan Daniels, Rockingham 

Co. ARES EC at k4rmy@arrl.net. 
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This month’s bulle�n was made possible with informa�on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle�n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX, 

DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all. 

LZ LZ LZ LZ ----    BulgariaBulgariaBulgariaBulgaria: The Bulgarian Radio Club Blago-
vestnik (LZ1KCP) offers a new All Saints 2015 
award, honouring Bulgarian Saints with the  
following special event calls: 

 
   January - LZ290MB     February - LZ550SI        
   March - LZ386SKI        April- LZ883PI  
   May - LZ102SIB   June - LZ293MA 
   July - LZ429PS  August - LZ250MM 
   September - LZ129WNLS Oktober - LZ130SAK   
   November - LZ259PA    Dezember Dezember Dezember Dezember ----    LZ362MTLZ362MTLZ362MTLZ362MT 
 
LZ290MBLZ290MBLZ290MBLZ290MB honours the memory of the martyr Boniface. QSL via 
bureau, LZ1KCP (d). 
    
EI, Ireland: EI90IARU EI, Ireland: EI90IARU EI, Ireland: EI90IARU EI, Ireland: EI90IARU celebrates IARU's jubilee until the end of end of end of end of 
the year. the year. the year. the year. QSL via EI6AL (d/B), ClubLog.    
    
HI, DOMINICAN REPUBLICHI, DOMINICAN REPUBLICHI, DOMINICAN REPUBLICHI, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. Brian, ND3F, will be active as HI3W 
(pending) from Dominican Republic between November 23rd November 23rd November 23rd November 23rd 
and December 3rdand December 3rdand December 3rdand December 3rd. Activity will be on the HF bands and includ-
ing the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 28-29th) as a Single-
Op/All-Band/Low-Power entry. QSL via his home callsign.  
    
JTJTJTJT     - Special event station JV150ITU is active  until  31  Decem-until  31  Decem-until  31  Decem-until  31  Decem-
ber  ber  ber  ber  from Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia to celebrate the  150th  anni-
versary  of  the International Telecommunication Union. QSL via 
LoTW  or  direct  to JT1CD. [TNX JT1CD] za2ee.htmza2ee.htmza2ee.htmza2ee.htm    
    
OK, Czech RepublicOK, Czech RepublicOK, Czech RepublicOK, Czech Republic: OL750CB celebrates the 750th anniversary 
of Ceske Budjovice on the air and with an award until the year's ear's ear's ear's 
endendendend. QSL via bureau, eQSL. 
    
OM   OM   OM   OM   ----    SLOVAK REPUBLICSLOVAK REPUBLICSLOVAK REPUBLICSLOVAK REPUBLIC,  Special event station OM20OTC is 
QRV during 2015during 2015during 2015during 2015.  QSL via operators' instructions.    
    
S5, Slovenia: Van, S5, Slovenia: Van, S5, Slovenia: Van, S5, Slovenia: Van, S59AV, celebrates his 30 years in amateur 
radio with the call S530AZV until the year's endthe year's endthe year's endthe year's end. QSL via S59AV 
(d/B). 
 
AUSTRIA, OE.AUSTRIA, OE.AUSTRIA, OE.AUSTRIA, OE.        Members of the Vienna International Amateur 

Radio Club are QRV as 4U70VIC until 
the end of the year end of the year end of the year end of the year to commemorate the 
United Nation's 70th anniversary.  QSL 

via 4U1VIC.  
 
BENIN, TY.BENIN, TY.BENIN, TY.BENIN, TY.        Nicolas, F8FQX is QRV as TY2SN for 
the next three yearsnext three yearsnext three yearsnext three years. Activity is on the HF bands 
using CW and SSB.  QSL direct via IZ1BZV.  
 

DL_ant DL_ant DL_ant DL_ant ----    Neumayer III Neumayer III Neumayer III Neumayer III - A couple of amateur radio operators will 
be working at  the  German Antarctic station Neumayer III and be  
QRV  in  their  spare  time. Felix, DL5XL will operate mainly CW  
as  DP1POL  (QSL  via  DL1ZBO, direct or bureau, and LoTW) 
from November  through  February  2016November  through  February  2016November  through  February  2016November  through  February  2016; Marcus, DL1MH will 
operate mainly SSB as DP0GVN  (QSL  via  DL5EBE) from De-De-De-De-
cember to February 2017cember to February 2017cember to February 2017cember to February 2017. [TNX DX World] 
 
8Q8Q8Q8Q     - Jean, VE2FDJ will be active as 8Q7JC  from  the  Maldives  
from  29 November to 5 December. from  29 November to 5 December. from  29 November to 5 December. from  29 November to 5 December. QSL via home call, direct or  
bureau.  [TNX  rsgbiota.org] 
 
J5    J5    J5    J5        - Livio, IZ3BUR and maybe other operators from  the  Vero-
na  DX  Team will be active again as J52HF from Cumura, Guinea 
Bissau  until  10 December. until  10 December. until  10 December. until  10 December. Expect spare time activity on 20, 15 
and 10  metres  SSB. QSL via I3LDP or via Club Log's OQRS. 
 
EASTER ISLAND, CE0.EASTER ISLAND, CE0.EASTER ISLAND, CE0.EASTER ISLAND, CE0.        Operators R4WAA and RZ3FW will be QRV 
as CE0Y/R4WAA and CE0Y/RZ3FW, respectively, from Cabanos 

Honu Nui from November 24 November 24 November 24 November 24 
to December 2to December 2to December 2to December 2.  Activity will 
be on 160 to 10 meters using 
mainly CW with some SSB 
and digital modes.  QSL to 
home calls.  

How’s DX 

ARCNEM Pearl Harbor Commemoration (W2W Special Event) 
The Amateur Radio Club of the Na�onal Electronics Museum (ARCNEM) is planning to again help to commemorate the Pearl Harbor Remembrance of the 

a ack which provoked the U.S. into WW2.  The Club’s ham sta�on at the Electronics Museum in Linthicum, MD (close to BWI Airport) has again been 

granted the Special Event call of “W2W”, and plans to operate on 20m and 40m during the period of Dec 3 – Dec 8, 2015, with primary opera
on on Dec 

4 -7. 

Cer�ficate and/or QSL card will be available: W2W Special Event, P.O. Box 1693, MS 4015, Bal�more, MD 21203. (Please consider making a small contri-

bu�on to ARCNEM to help defray our copy, prin�ng and mailing expense. Thx.)  Look for us near 14.244, 14.044, 7.244, and 7.044 MHz (+/-) phone.  

(Possibly also CW, and/or RTTY, depending on who signs up/ shows up to operate). 

73 de KB3VQC, Zory (Member of PVARC and ARCNEM) 

Old (to 1899) New 



12-13 ARRL 10-Meter Contest 
12-13 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 
12-13 International Naval Contest 
13 QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits Homebrew Sprint 
16 QRP Fox Hunt 
16-17 CWops Mini-CWT Test 
17 NAQCC CW Sprint 
18 NCCC RTTY Sprint 
18 QRP Fox Hunt 
18 NCCC Sprint 
18 Russian 160-Meter Contest 
18 AGB-Party Contest 
19 OK DX RTTY Contest 
19 RAC Winter Contest 
19 Feld Hell Sprint  
19-20 Croatian CW Contest 
20 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW 
21 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 
23 SKCC Sprint 
23-24 CWops Mini-CWT Test 
25 NCCC RTTY Sprint 
25 NCCC Sprint 
26 DARC Christmas Contest 
26-27 World Wide Iron Ham Contest 
26-27 Stew Perry Topband Challenge 
27 RAEM Contest 
30-31 CWops Mini-CWT Test 
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For more details and informa�on, go to: 

h�p://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 

RTTY 

Contests & QSO Parties  

2 QRP Fox Hunt 
2-3 CWops Mini-CWT Test 
3 QRP ARCI Topband Sprint 
3 NRAU 10m Activity Contest 
4 NCCC RTTY Sprint 
4 QRP Fox Hunt 
4 NCCC Sprint 
4-6 ARRL 160-Meter Contest 
5 TARA RTTY Melee 
5 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint 
5-6 TOPS Activity Contest 
5-6 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party 
6 Ten-Meter RTTY Contest 
6 SARL Digital Contest 
6 CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run 
8 ARS Spartan Sprint 
9 NAQCC CW Sprint 
9 QRP Fox Hunt 
9-10 CWops Mini-CWT Test 
11 NCCC RTTY Sprint 
11 QRP Fox Hunt 
11 NCCC Sprint 
12-13 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party 

DXERS BE AWARE!!! 
(DXpeditioners are getting fed-up) For those who plan on working the VK9WA Willis Island and the possible P5CW (by Rick/K6VVA), 
"PLEASE TAKE NOTE" of Paul's, N6PSE, latest blog post at:  https://n6pse.wordpress.com/2015/11/07/dxpeditioners-are-getting-
fed-up  

AFAFAFAF----003 003 003 003 ----    ZD8 ZD8 ZD8 ZD8 - Oliver, W6NV will be active as ZD8W from As-
cension Island  (AF-003) between 6 November and 4 Decem-between 6 November and 4 Decem-between 6 November and 4 Decem-between 6 November and 4 Decem-
berberberber, including an entry in the CQ  WW DX CW Contest. QSL via 
W6NV and LoTW. [TNX NG3K] 
 
AFAFAFAF----049 049 049 049 ----    3B8    3B8    3B8    3B8    - Jan SM6GOR as 3B8HB, and Johnny SM6JBC 
as  3B8JB  are  active  from Mauritius Island (AF-049) until 11 11 11 11 
December. December. December. December. They will operate  CW, RRTY, PSK and some SSB 
on 40-10 metres. QSL via home calls,  direct  or bureau. [TNX 
The Daily DX] 
 
AFAFAFAF----049 049 049 049 ----    3B     3B     3B     3B     - Matthias, DF6LO will be active as 3B9RF from 
Rodrigues (AF-017)  on  24-29 November,  and  as  3B8RF  
from  Mauritius  (AF-049)  on  1111----6  December. 6  December. 6  December. 6  December. He will operate 
JT65 with 30 watts, and  occasionally  CW  with 100 watts, on 
30-10 metres and maybe 40m.  Expect  him  to  be QRV for a 
few hours a day, mainly after 16 UTC. QSL  via  LotW  and 
eQSL only. 

 
AFAFAFAF----090 090 090 090 ----    SainteSainteSainteSainte----Marie Island Marie Island Marie Island Marie Island ----    5R 5R 5R 5R - Once again Eric, 
F6ICX will be active as  5R8IC  from  Sainte-Marie Island 

(AF-090) from 1 November to 12  Decemberfrom 1 November to 12  Decemberfrom 1 November to 12  Decemberfrom 1 November to 12  December.  He  will  operate 
mainly CW, with some RTTY, BPSK and SSB on 40-10  metres.  
QSL  via F6ICX, direct or bureau, and LoTW. Logsearch and 
OQRS on Club Log. 
 
EUEUEUEU----125 125 125 125 ----    OZ     OZ     OZ     OZ     - Volker, DJ8VW will be  active  again  as  5P8VW  
from  Romo  Island (EU-125) on 6666----18 December. 18 December. 18 December. 18 December. He will operate  
SSB  and  CW  on  160-6 metres. QSL via home call, direct or 
bureau  (OQRS  on  Club  Log),  LoTW and eQSL. [TNX rsgbio-
ta.org] 
 
SASASASA----071 071 071 071 ----    PY     PY     PY     PY     - The ZY2QG team [425DXN 1278] is now  ex-
pected  to  be  active  from Ilha da  Queimada  Grande  (SA-071)  
for  24  hours  only  sometime  bewteen 7 and 11 December7 and 11 December7 and 11 December7 and 11 December. 
QSL via PY2DS,  direct  or  bureau.  See 

http://www.qrz.com/db/zy2qg for updates. 

IOTA News 
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Silent Keys 

The Page County ARES Net Page County ARES Net Page County ARES Net Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550 simplex, the remaining Sundays 

on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at 8:00 pm local time.   

The Rockingham County ARES Net Rockingham County ARES Net Rockingham County ARES Net Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.55 

simplex, all other Mondays on the 147.225(-) repeater (PL 131.8).   

The Augusta County ARES Net Augusta County ARES Net Augusta County ARES Net Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the 

146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).   

The NVTNNVTNNVTNNVTN (Northern Virginia Traffic NetNorthern Virginia Traffic NetNorthern Virginia Traffic NetNorthern Virginia Traffic Net) meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.  

The Old Dominion Emergency Net Old Dominion Emergency Net Old Dominion Emergency Net Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All All All All 

hams are welcome!hams are welcome!hams are welcome!hams are welcome!    

The    VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net)  VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net)  VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net)  VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net)  meets daily on 3.947 kHz at 6:00 PM local time. All hams are welcomeAll hams are welcomeAll hams are welcomeAll hams are welcome!  

Don’t forgetDon’t forgetDon’t forgetDon’t forget:  The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out 

your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear.  Take advantage 

of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local 

hams. 

How Long Has It Been Since You Checked  

Into One of the Nets? 

Page County Va.  ARES 

Frequencies 
   Repeaters      Simplex 
  146.625 131.8     Page ARES Channel  1 146.55 
  146.670 114.8     “   “  “  2 146.40 
  443.350 203.5     “  “  “  3 146.45 
         “  “  “  4 146.50 
         “  “  “  5 147.45 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
ARES Contacts 

 
  Mark Hensley  EC  N4YSA  540-578-1133  n4ysa@gmx.com 
  Morgan Phenix  AEC  K4RHD     phenix@centurylink.net 

  Bob Forrest   AEC  WO4MI     wo4mi@arrl.net 

Call Up Procedure 
 

Call up for the Page County ARES members will be via 146.625R & Page ARES Channel 1. 146.55 simplex. You 
will be advised of the emergency and you assignment. In the event of power loss, inclement weather or other 

emergency, monitor the Call up frequencies at the top of the hour. 

We are officially kicking off Frostfest 2016! The largest hamfest in the Mid-Atlantic will be held on Saturday, 
February 6, 2016 at the Richmond Raceway Complex.  
www.frostfest.com is the place to find all the information about this great hamfest! Sales are open! 
Many of your favorite vendors are already committed, and there will be more to come. Get a table or two and 
sell your excess equipment. Check out all the details at www.frostfest.comwww.frostfest.comwww.frostfest.comwww.frostfest.com 
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The club newsletter, the Monitorthe Monitorthe Monitorthe Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email 

distribution, in PDF format.  However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter 

editor directly of all changes in email address.  Electronic back issues will be provided free to members on re-

quest. 

Elderly, disabled, or special-needs members may make special arrangements with their respective club offic-

ers to receive a hardcopy of the Monitor via U.S. mail in lieu of the electronic PDF version.   However, the hard-

copy requires additional production and delivery time and is not guaranteed to arrive before the scheduled 

monthly club meeting dates. 

Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting) 

should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution.  Members 

who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email 

attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.   

*Deadline for newsletter articles  is the 20th of the preceding month of publication. 

Calendar of Local Events 

January December 

4 PVARC Club Meeting4 PVARC Club Meeting4 PVARC Club Meeting4 PVARC Club Meeting    
4 Friday Luncheon 
6 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex) 
7 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
7 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4NRA) 
10 MARA/VARA 10 MARA/VARA 10 MARA/VARA 10 MARA/VARA CCCChhhhrrrriiiissssttttmmmmaaaassss    BBBBaaaannnnqqqquuuueeeetttt    
10 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL 131.8)10 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL 131.8)10 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL 131.8)10 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL 131.8) 
11 Friday Luncheon 
13 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
14 Rockingham County ARES Net (KN4FM) 
14 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
18 Friday Luncheon 
20 Deadline for January newsletter submission*20 Deadline for January newsletter submission*20 Deadline for January newsletter submission*20 Deadline for January newsletter submission*    
20 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
21 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4MIC) 
21 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
24 CHRISTMAS EVE24 CHRISTMAS EVE24 CHRISTMAS EVE24 CHRISTMAS EVE    
25 CHRISTMAS DAY25 CHRISTMAS DAY25 CHRISTMAS DAY25 CHRISTMAS DAY    
26 Page County ARES Class 
27 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
28 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4RMY) 
31 NEW YEARS EVE31 NEW YEARS EVE31 NEW YEARS EVE31 NEW YEARS EVE    

 
The next Volunteer Examiner Session is scheduled for Satur-
day, December 12, December 12, December 12, December 12, at the Woodmen of the World building on 
Highway 42 (John Wayland Highway) just north of Dayton Vir-
ginia.  That gives you time to study for a license or an up-
grade. Hope to see you there. Sign-in starts at 9:00 am, fol-
lowed immediately by testing.  If you are an accredited VE 
and would like to help, contact Gayle Shull, KU4XN, at  
gshu7411@gmail.com.   

VE News (No, we’re not talking about Canada) 

1 News Years Day1 News Years Day1 News Years Day1 News Years Day    
1 PVARC Meeting1 PVARC Meeting1 PVARC Meeting1 PVARC Meeting    
1 Friday Luncheon 
3 Page County ARES Net (146.55 Simplex) 
4 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
4 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4NRA) 
5 VARA Club Meeting5 VARA Club Meeting5 VARA Club Meeting5 VARA Club Meeting    
7 MARA Meeting7 MARA Meeting7 MARA Meeting7 MARA Meeting    
8 Friday Luncheon 
10 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
11 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
11 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4NRA) 
14 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL-131.8) 
15 Friday Luncheon 
17 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
18 Martin Luther King Day 
18 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
18 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4NRA) 
20 Deadline for February newsletter submission*20 Deadline for February newsletter submission*20 Deadline for February newsletter submission*20 Deadline for February newsletter submission*    
22 Friday Luncheon 
24 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
25 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
25 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4NRA) 
29 Friday Luncheon 
30 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL-131.8) 
31 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 KHz) 
31 Rockingham County ARES Net (K4NRA) 
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Club Information 

MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident: Gerald Nauman, KN4FM  

Vice President:  Vice President:  Vice President:  Vice President:  Andrew Pearson, N4RCE 

Secretary: Secretary: Secretary: Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer: Sheryl Tonini, KJ4DOC 

Board (exp 2015): Board (exp 2015): Board (exp 2015): Board (exp 2015): Bryan Daniels, K4RMY 

Board (exp 2016):  Board (exp 2016):  Board (exp 2016):  Board (exp 2016):  Foster Farone, WF4O 

 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 

at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  

the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 

PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

 

President:  President:  President:  President:  John Keller, W4ZAO 

Vice President:  Vice President:  Vice President:  Vice President:  Ed Varner, N4EDI  

SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary:  David Tanks, AD4TJ 

Treasurer:  Treasurer:  Treasurer:  Treasurer:  Greg Czerniak, W4GRC 

 

 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month 

at  the  Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond 

Road in Staunton, Virginia  

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, 

the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are always welcome 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

VARA, Greg Czerniak 

418 Oriole St.   

Staunton, VA 24401-1661 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident:  Tim Ramey, AK4CJ 

Vice PresidentVice PresidentVice PresidentVice President:  Morgan Phenix, K4RHD 

Secretary:  Secretary:  Secretary:  Secretary:  John Spillman, KT4CB 

Treasurer:  Treasurer:  Treasurer:  Treasurer:  John Spillman, KT4CB 

Board MemberBoard MemberBoard MemberBoard Member:  Zory Glaser, KB3VQC 

Board Member:  Board Member:  Board Member:  Board Member:  Gary Fisher, K6OZ 

 

 

http://www.k4pmh.org 

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month 

at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room 

in Luray, VA. 

The meeting begins at 6:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

PVARC 

PO Box 245 

Luray VA 22835-0245    

 

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc. 

for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  

to all club members in good standing. 

Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies. 

Contact the president of your respective club  

for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  

starting a few months after publication. 

Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships, 

the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a 

timely basis to individuals who are not club members. 

Occasional complimentary current copies are 

provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies 

at club expense to various constituencies. 

Contact your respective club officers for more information. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  

Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair 

Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 
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Renew Your Club Dues HERE! 

RENEW YOUR CLUB  

MEMEBERSHIP! 

Membership Renewal FormMembership Renewal FormMembership Renewal FormMembership Renewal Form    

    

NAME: _______________________________________________    CALLSIGN: __________________  CLASS:   __________________NAME: _______________________________________________    CALLSIGN: __________________  CLASS:   __________________NAME: _______________________________________________    CALLSIGN: __________________  CLASS:   __________________NAME: _______________________________________________    CALLSIGN: __________________  CLASS:   __________________    

    

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

CITY: _______________________________________________________   STATE: ________   ZIP CODE: _______________________CITY: _______________________________________________________   STATE: ________   ZIP CODE: _______________________CITY: _______________________________________________________   STATE: ________   ZIP CODE: _______________________CITY: _______________________________________________________   STATE: ________   ZIP CODE: _______________________    

    

HOME PHONE: ______________________  WORK PHONE: _______________________    CELL PHONE: _______________________HOME PHONE: ______________________  WORK PHONE: _______________________    CELL PHONE: _______________________HOME PHONE: ______________________  WORK PHONE: _______________________    CELL PHONE: _______________________HOME PHONE: ______________________  WORK PHONE: _______________________    CELL PHONE: _______________________    

    

CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________    

    

EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    

MEMBER ARRL  (Y/N)     ______    REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)     ______      SKYWARN ID:      ______________________     MEMBER ARRL  (Y/N)     ______    REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)     ______      SKYWARN ID:      ______________________     MEMBER ARRL  (Y/N)     ______    REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)     ______      SKYWARN ID:      ______________________     MEMBER ARRL  (Y/N)     ______    REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)     ______      SKYWARN ID:      ______________________         

                                                    

Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N)    _______Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N)    _______Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N)    _______Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N)    _______ 

 

Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.    

VARA members mail with $15 to:  VARA members mail with $15 to:  VARA members mail with $15 to:  VARA members mail with $15 to:      

Greg CzerniakGreg CzerniakGreg CzerniakGreg Czerniak    
418 Oriole St.418 Oriole St.418 Oriole St.418 Oriole St.    

Staunton, VA 24401Staunton, VA 24401Staunton, VA 24401Staunton, VA 24401----1661166116611661    

MARA members mail with $12 to:  MARA members mail with $12 to:  MARA members mail with $12 to:  MARA members mail with $12 to:  
MARA,MARA,MARA,MARA,    

PO Box 1882PO Box 1882PO Box 1882PO Box 1882    
Harrisonburg, VA 22801  Harrisonburg, VA 22801  Harrisonburg, VA 22801  Harrisonburg, VA 22801      

PVARC members mail with $12 to:  PVARC members mail with $12 to:  PVARC members mail with $12 to:  PVARC members mail with $12 to:  
PVARCPVARCPVARCPVARC    

PO Box 245PO Box 245PO Box 245PO Box 245    
Luray VA 22835Luray VA 22835Luray VA 22835Luray VA 22835----0245024502450245    



MARA/VARA/PVARC 

Return Service Requested 

c/o John Spillman 

168 Bosley Drive Ext. 

Stanley, VA 22851 

Phone: 540-778-1332 

Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com 

MARA 

 VARA 

  PVARC 


