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December Banquet
In place of the regular meetings for VARA and MARA,
MARA the December banquet will replace them. The event will
take place on December 1.
1 After days of intense negotiations and extreme political maneuvering your
president (me) has secured a Christmas dinner on December 1st, 2016 at the Woods Grill in Harrisonburg.
Your presence, along with your spouse is welcome to attend this fine event put on by the MARA members.
Doors open at 6:30pm in the banquet rooms with the start of the evening festivities at 7:30pm. I can not
discuss the terms of the agreement that was finally signed at 12:01am this morning. All I can say is that you
must attend this annual event and enjoy yourself with fellow radio operators and their spouses. No need
to thank me for the sleepless nights and savvy political wrangling that was needed to secure this special
night with fellow MARA members. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to email me at
eaglehiker@hotmail.com
John Keller W4ZAO,
W4ZAO President VARA

PVARC Meeting: December 2nd
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular meeting on December 2nd at 6:30pm at Tactical Walls.
Walls The address is: 611
Williams Avenue. On the north end of Shenandoah, turn east from US Route 340 onto Williams Avenue, go through the gate, park
along the right side of the building. The entrance is around the building to the right. All Amateurs and their families and friends are
welcome.

Weekly Friday Luncheon
The Friday weekly casual lunch meetings are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA at
11:00AM. Directions: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte. 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the left across the
street from Mrs. Rowe’s.

Time to Renew Your Membership
On the inside back cover of this issue you will find a club membership renewal form. Please make sure you renew your club membership before the end of the February meeting. Your best bet is to mail your dues to the
address shown for your club.

Moon Echoes
I have been getting beautiful echoes off the moon on both 70cm and 23 cm the past couple of nights!
Even with the small 10 foot TVRO dish on 23 cm, with only about 300 watt to the feed, I can hear the echoes clearly.
Also the ON0EME beacon on 1296 MHz from Belgium has been easy to copy!
Thank you & 73! Cowles K4EME

Baofeng UV-5R HT Manual
Got a Baofeng UV-5R HT? Want a REAL manual for it?
Here it is!!! I stumbled on this site this morning, and thought someone else might benefit from my find.
The link posted here is a direct download link to the PDF file of the manual. File size is 871 KB.
I have printed it out, in booklet form, and plan to have it with me at the next VARA and MARA meetings.
www.buytwowayradios.com/products/resources/Baofeng/UV-5R-Owners-Manual-2.pdf
My printing uses a program called Fine Print and allows me to make the booklet form. The original output of the PDF is for 8.5 x 11
paper.
Enjoy
Bob, K4DJG
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How are we going to make the Hashtag Character with Morse Code?
By Dennis Phillips, NS4K

Orlando, Florida

This past election event featured the frequent use of Twitter with
its # symbol.
A few weeks ago I was on CW and was forced to send H-A-S-H-TA-G ,since there does not appear to be a # symbol in Morse
Code!
That fired up my thinking that maybe we need to add that
symbol to Morse Code. The Morse code for @ was only officially
added in 2004 (or, confirmed in 2004) and this was motivated
primarily by the need to send e-mail addresses.
"#" isn't the only symbol in common computer use which is not
defined in Morse code. For example, Morse code can't
distinguish upper and lower case letters. Nor does it have codes
for any of these characters {*^&_. The reason is likely that
Morse code is intended to be memorized and decoded by a
human, and each additional code makes that harder. How much
harder would it be if instead of the 26 basic letters, a little
punctuation and a few prosigns, you had to learn 127 codes for
the entire basic ASCII character set? Or, 113,021 codes to cover
all of UNICODE 7?
Let's also not forget that Morse code predates ASCII by about
130 years and Morse code’s intended application is sending
telegrams.
I presume if someday sending Tweets via Morse code becomes
popular, a # code will be added.

Lightning Tips
Most of these may be obvious, but here goes anyway:
anyway
1) Part of your TV is always on. Unplug A.C. During a lightning
storm.
2) Put a push-on pull-off quick disconnect connector at the wall
where the cable signal connects to the TV. Disconnect TV during
lightning storm.
3) Ditto for you computer: after pulling off cable connector shut
down the computer and unplug it.
4) Make a 110/220 volt A.C. brute force line filter for all station
gear and leave it in at all times. It doesn't hurt to put a brute

Of course there are modern encodings which are more similar to
modern computer technology. For example, PSK31 can encode
all 127 characters of basic ASCII. And there are any number of
digital modulations which just send arbitrary strings of bytes, so
with a suitable encoding like UTF-8, you can encode any
character in Unicode, just like a modern web page. UTF-8 the
dominant character encoding for the World Wide Web ,
accounting for 87.9% of all Web pages at this time.
Let’s get to work.
# need a hashtag symbol

force line filter in the 110 A.C. going to a computer.
5) Even with a brute force filter in the 110 line it won't
hurt to unplug station gear from the filter during a lightning
storm.
4) During winter wind storms if you are running a 10 meter
vertical that has a static ball on the tip unplug Coax from the rig
and ground the antenna. If you are grounded and grab an
ungrounded vertical you may get severe shock!
5) Some ops prefer to unscrew Coax from back of the rig, open
the window and throw the antenna into the yard. At the very
least ground your coax and cross your fingers.

73, Bob W8HGH

QSL Info and Postage Rate Hike
I have found QSL info here when it may not be available on QRZ.com < http://www.ik3qar.it/mananger/ >
Just a reminder: The price of outgoing QSLs to the ARRL buro went up starting on November 1.
73, Bob W8HGH
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VALLEY DIGITAL NETWORK TEAM MEETS WITH OTHER MESH
NETWORK ENTHUSIASTS
By Dave Firestone, K4DPF

Mike McPherson KQ9P gave a presentation on the issue of
establishing mesh connectivity over the “last mile” in support
of public service events and Incident Commanders during
emergencies/disasters. He discussed several intriguing
concepts for placing mesh nodes in the sky utilizing balloons
and Radio Controlled (RC) aircraft. Recent improvements in
batteries, as well as the miniaturization of GPS, computers
and radio modules have enhanced the application of such
aircraft as node platforms.
One of the first goals being pursued is establishing a link across
the Blue Ridge Mountains to connect the VDN with the group on
the east side of the mountains. N4YSA and KI4VFP are
performing preliminary site surveys and communications tests
in the Flat Top area near Skyline Drive. AE4ML plans link tests
between his nodes and the Flat Top location. The hope is that
the propagation path will be encouraging and permission to
establish a node site will be obtained.
On Saturday morning, October 29, Mark Hensley N4YSA,
N4YSA Bob
McKay KI4VFP and Dave Firestone K4DPF traveled to
Charlottesville to attend the inaugural regional “AREDN
AREDN
Conference”.
Conference Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network (AREDN)
is one of several implementations derived from the ARRL’s
ARRL
initiatives in High Speed Multi-Media/Broadband Hamnet. These
networks take advantage of the shared frequencies between
Amateur Radio (Part 97) and commercial WIFI (Part 15). This
overlap permits the repurposing of commercial equipment
such as WIFI routers for amateur radio applications.
There are several groups and individuals in Virginia, along the
Northeast Corridor and in numerous locales across the United
States that are exploring and developing digital mesh networks,
primarily for emergency communications support.
The AREDN Conference was called by Mike Lussier AE4ML to
foster cooperation and coordination among groups in the area
seeking to enhance and to inter-connect local networks. His
presentation can be found HERE.
HERE Mike gave an overview of
mesh networking capabilities and implementations as well as
some hopes and plans for future expansion.

The next AREDN Conference is planned for March 2017.
2017 For
more information please navigate to the sites below or feel free
to contact Dave Firestone K4DPF.
K4DPF
Additional Reference Site:
Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network
ARRL site on High Speed MultiMulti-Media topics
Broadband Hamnet
For a preliminary view of the VDN website that will be available
both from the mesh and over the internet:
Valley Digital Network (under development)
If you are interested in following what the VDN is doing, you may
want to request membership in the Google Group for VDN
(Privately Shared)

Dave Firestone K4DPF gave a presentation on the features
and developmental status of the Valley Digital Network (VDN),
(VDN)
a mesh network of digital nodes established by hams primarily
in the Page Valley. His presentation can be found HERE.
HERE.
Currently, the VDN mesh network is centered at the Big Mountain Repeater Association site with multiple nodes targeting
Luray, Elkton/Shenandoah, New Market and Stanley.
A major feature of the VDN is the design and programming of an
overlay to the AREDN node software that allows network node
monitoring and management as well as providing redundant
servers supporting numerous applications. An amazing
amount of work and expertise has been contributed by Jeff
Hensley WD4VA and Loren Ristola N4LDR,
N4LDR neither of whom
were able to attend the conference. Their efforts are going a
long way to providing an enhanced, robust digital network for
day-to-day use as well as emergency communications support.
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Mike AE4ML Provides AREDN overview

Dave K4DPF Presenting Valley Digital Network

Repurposing defunct campaign election signs
Collect the now defunct campaign election signs and cut the wires into about one foot lengths. Bend the wires to make staples for
holding antenna radials in the ground. Beats the socks off having to buy 75 flimsy staples at Lowes for about $8.00!
Looking forward to the CW contest.
Bob, W8HGH

The Opinionated One: The Vallys Finest Newspaper Tradtion
(From January 2007 newsetter)

Those of you who subscribe to the Daily News Record in Harrisonburg and Rockingham County, or the Daily News-Leader in Staunton
and Augusta County (and, I don’t know, perhaps even the Waynesboro News Virginian, but I can’t say for sure because I can’t get
home delivery of that paper so I don’t read it very often), will hopefully recognize that this article is written in the finest tradition of
those fine valley newspapers.
Given the quality of the writing and the speling, and the grammer they uses in the articles found in those papers, not to mention the
factuality of the information, and the made up words.
It is without a doubt a good way to make residence who read those papers and who also read the Monitor feel at home, by writing
this article.
And if the writing quality weren’t sufficient to bring fond memories to mind, the illustration and photograph which accompanies this
article (see picture below) will definitely and positively expand the recognition of those who recognize the newspaperses tradtions. All
who know, will appreciate this.
All newspapers and similar publications, including the Monitor, occasionally have an error or two in them. But the valley newspapers
have taken the art form to completely new hites. Awards should be given to those who are responsivable.
One of the most common and easily recognizable recognizables of those papers — and a defining characteristics — is the maddening
habit of not putting an entire article all together on one page. Rather, they make the reader turn to a very different page which often,
once the reader gets to the
(continued on page 10)
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Going Somewhere? (How to Travel During a Winter Storm)
If at all possible, you should not attempt to travel during a winter storm. If you absolutely must, however, follow these tips from the
National Weather Service:
Always have Emergency Supplies in the trunk of your car (see below).
Keep your car's gas tank FULL.
Always let someone know your destination, your route, any alternate routes you may take, and when you expect to arrive. If you
don't check in at the expected time, they can send help along your routes.
• In addition to your mobile radio in the car, take along a hand-held for backup.
• As you drive, make mental notes of your progress, so if you become stuck you can report
your exact location.
If you do get stuck,
•
•
•

Stay with your car. No matter how tempting, do not, repeat, do not try to walk to safety
during a winter storm.
• Radio your location and appraise the listener of your location and status. Ask the listener
to check back with you on a set schedule. Run the engine while you are transmitting to
avoid draining the battery.
• Start the car, and use the heater for about ten minutes every hour or so. Keep the exhaust pipe clear of snow so that fumes don't
back up into the car. Keep a window (on the opposite side of the car from which the wind is blowing) open a crack for fresh air. If
you started with a full tank, you should have enough fuel to do this for at least 48-72 hours, long enough for rescuers to arrive.
• Leave the parking lights on while the engine is running so that you can be seen.
• As you sit, move your arms and legs to keep the blood circulating.
Always Keep an Emergency Kit in the Trunk of your Car. Make sure each car you drive has a disaster supplies kit containing:
• Blankets
• An Extra Set of dry Clothing wrapped in a plastic bag
• A shovel
• A supply of sand (water-softener salt is cheap and comes in bags) for weight and use as a traction enhancer.
• Jumper Cables
• Flares
• First Aid Kit
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• A small non-perishable food supply (candy bars, pop-top cans of Vienna sausage, crackers, or other non-perishables not affected
•

SkyWarn Winter Education: Measuring Snow
The SkyWarn program is not intended to provide regular, formal
weather observations to the weather service. Rather, it is
intended to provide reports of severe weather such as hail,
heavy sleet, freezing rain, ice accumulations, and high winds.
These phenomena should be reported immediately to the
SkyWarn 11-800 number,
number or reported through the SkyWarn nets if
activated during a blizzard or winter storm.
SkyWarn volunteers should avoid providing
extraneous information such as snowfall and
snow depth if they are not properly trained in
how to measure such information.
Measuring snow is a serious business for official
NOAA Cooperative Observers.
Observers These highlytrained individuals use very detailed and tightlyscheduled, carefully-controlled equipment and
techniques to provide accurate and precise
measurements for meteorologists and climatologists.
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By contrast, however, most SkyWarn volunteers are not
sufficiently trained or skilled at measuring snow to provide
much useful weather data beyond reporting unusually-severe
conditions.
If properly trained, however, SkyWarn observers can enhance
the usefulness of their observations by giving this information
as a supplemental part of their severe weather report, or when
requested by the activated SkyWarn net
manager.
SEVERE WEATHER REPORTS
SkyWarn volunteers should report hail, heavy
sleet, freezing rain, ice accumulations, and high
winds.
SkyWarn volunteers should become familiar
with the difference between hail, which normally
occurs during thunderstorms in the spring and summer, versus
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sleet, which often is much tinier, lighter, and occurs without
thunder and lightning when the temperature is near or below
freezing.
Freezing rain is rain that freezes once it contacts the cold
surface of the ground or other objects.
Ice accumulation is measured by breaking off a piece of ice
accumulating on an object, and measuring the thickness of the
ice chunk to the nearest tenth of an inch. Ice accumulation
measurements can be made once every three hours or when
requested by SkyWarn net control.
control
When reporting the severe weather mentioned in the paragraphs
above, SkyWarn volunteers should resist the urge to add
extraneous information to their reports unless they know their
measurements were taken in accordance with strict NOAA
measurement techniques.
NOAA SNOW MEASUREMENTS
There are three measurements used by NOAA with respect to
snow. The three measurements are made using different
techniques.
The first measurement is called “Snowfall
Snowfall”,
Snow
Snowfall the second is “Snow
Depth”, and the third is “Precipitation
Precipitation”.
Depth
Precipitation These three terms have
very different meanings, and the numbers must be measured
and reported correctly.
SNOWFALL
Regardless of what you hear on the radio or TV, or what your
neighbors say, it is completely meaningless to report that “the
storm dumped eight inches of snow on the city over the
weekend.” That is NOT “Snowfall”.
Snowfall is the amount of snow which accumulates on a flat,
white, level surface (called a “snowboard”) placed out in the
open (away from obstructions such as buildings, trees, fences,
decks, and lawn furniture) between periodic manual “clearing”
operations.
To measure snowfall, you must use a flat, unbendable, hard
surface, and it must be painted white.
The surface does not need to be very large: a single 12-inch by
12- inch square-foot piece of plywood will do nicely. The board
must be placed on the ground, flat and level, before the snow
begins to fall, It helps if you place a tiny flag, wire, or other
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marker next to the board so you can find it once snow has
covered it up.
To take a “Snowfall” reading, use a ruler or hard tape
measure calibrated in tenths of an inch. Snowfall is always
measured to the nearest tenth of an inch. Stick the ruler down
in the snow until it hits the snowboard surface, and take the
reading at the surface of the snow. Do not lift the snowboard to
take the reading, as moving the board will cause the snow to
settle slightly.
Once you have taken your reading, write it down (human
memory is notorious for its failures), and then pick the
snowboard up and wipe it clean. Place the clean snowboard
back down very carefully in a new location on TOP of the
surface of the snow so that it is level. If necessary move
your flag or marker to the new location.
Do not replace your snowboard in the hole where it originally
was located. The snow from around the edges of the hole will
collapse or blow back onto the snowboard and cause error
in your next measurement. Make sure the new location is level,
flat, and away from obstacles such as buildings, fences, trees,
etc.
Snowfall readings should be taken once every six hours, or when
snow has accumulated on the board close to four inches.
If readings are taken more often than every six hours, add the
readings together to get a single six-hour snowfall total.
For example, if it is snowing very hard, and you record 4.1
inches after 3 hours, clear your board, and you then record
another 2.4 inches after another 3 hours, you will report a
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buildings, etc. Measure only in open areas away from obstacles.
Make numerous measurements, and average them.
Snow depth is always reported rounded to the nearest whole
inch. “Snow depth” is measured and reported only once per
day. It is possible to have a 24-hour snowfall total of 16.2
inches, for example, but only have a snow depth of 10 inches
due to packing, melting, etc.
Similarly, if there was snow on the ground already before a snow
storm — perhaps weeks old — it is possible for a station to report
a snowfall of only 1.1 inches, but a snow depth of 42 inches.
PRECIPITATION

six-hour snowfall total of 4.1 + 2.4 inches, or 6.5 inches of
snowfall for that six hour period.
Snowfall does not have to be reported every six hours. You can
report a daily total, but a daily total must be for exactly 24 hours.
Use the word “Snowfall” when reporting the 6-hour or 24-hour
snow measured in this way.
You are also free to add up the measurements during an entire
storm for a “storm total snowfall”.
Snow packs down as it accumulates, the sun causes melting
and evaporation (sublimation), and wind blows snow away. So
you can readily see that “Snowfall” cumulatively measured every
six hours during a snowstorm is quite likely very different from
the depth of snow that will be on the ground at the end of that
snowstorm. It is actually possible for a storm to drop 12 inches
of SNOWFALL, and yet only six to eight inches of snow will be on
the ground at the end of the storm.
Be clear: “Snowfall” is not the same as “snow depth”.
SNOW DEPTH
Snow depth is the amount of accumulated snow on the ground
at the time of your observation. Snow depth observations are
taken once per day. The measurement of snow depth includes
not only new snow from the current storm, but also includes any
old leftover snow from previous storms, ice, melted and refrozen
snow, slush, sleet, etc.

Precipitation is the water equivalent, measured during the
24-hour observation period. Very few SkyWarn volunteers will be
willing to go to the trouble of reporting precipitation.
Precipitation measurements are the least necessary of the three
measurements, but are still important for cooperative observer
stations to provide a continuous set of observations for
climatological purposes.
Precipitation measurements requires a special rain gauge
with a special snow accumulation tube built to go along with the
rain gauge, and involves melting the snow accumulating in the
tube over the past 24-hour observation period.
An amateur weather observer can obtain an approximation of
the precipitation figure by using a very large rain gauge which
allows accumulating of snow through a large (more than six
square inches) opening, and then carefully melting the snow
inside to obtain a water equivalent reading.
But it must be emphasized that unless the observer uses the
official
weather
service-approved
equipment,
such
measurements will not have official standing with NOAA and
should not be provided during SkyWarn Reports.
VIDEO AVAILABLE ONON-LINE
A good and informative video on snow measurement for
cooperative stations can be found online at:
http://madishttp://madis-data.noaa.gov/snow_video.html
Let’s hope that we don’t have to measure too much snow this
winter.

Snow depth should be measured in undisturbed areas that have
not been walked on, trodded upon, or otherwise disturbed by
man or animals. To measure snow depth, walk around the
undisturbed area sticking your ruler into the snow and measure
from the bottom of the snow to the top. On a hard surface such
as a driveway or sidewalk, this will give you snow depth. On
grass, however, snow tends to stick to grass blades, and thus
the ruler will measure the snow depth plus the gap between the
bottom of the snow to the actual ground. Be sure you are
measuring only the depth of accumulated snow and ice.
Do not take measurements in obvious drifts or piles of snow
which have gathered along the edges of buildings, trees,
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Welcome to Frostfest

We are oﬃcially kicking oﬀ Frosest 2017!

The largest hamfest in the Mid-Atlantic will be held on Saturday, February 4, 2017 at the Richmond Raceway Complex. Everything
you need to know about Frostfest can be found here www.frostfest.com , and regular updates will also be made to our Facebook
page,
page, and our Twitter feed!
feed
Many of your favorite vendors are already committed, and there will be more to come. Get a table or two and sell your excess equipment.
Discounted Group Rate: Courtyard Marriott Richmond, $89/night. Hotel Reservation Link Pre-Show "Meet & Greet" will be held in
the hotel lobby, Friday @ 7:30pm.
We look forward to seeing you at Frostfest 2017!

The Glowbugs' Christmas
Author Unknown

T'was the night before Christmas
And all through the shack
Not a heater was glowing
In all of the rack.
Sitting totally silent and quiet that night
The old HRO shed nary a light.
The Johnson exciter and its homebrew final
Felt cold as leftovers, or seat-cover vinyl,

He emptied the doughnuts in a pile on a plate
And explained in a whistle, "I'm running real late.
I've new 6L6s and fine 211s, 6146s and good 'SN7s.
And 866s and 0B2s, type 45s and mil-spec 807s."

I drowsed at my workbench feeling tired and weary,
The print in the Handbook looked fuzzy and smeary.
I thought, "I'll make coffee", and groaned to my feet
When I heard a loud clatter outside in the street.

"For the regennie crowd, 201s by the score
And good ol' type 30s and 19s galore.
I haven't neglected the passive-parts run
There's lots of good iron by old Thordarson."

What the--? I wondered and turned on the lights
And there I beheld a wondrous sight:
A battered old van heaped high with components
And a grizzled old ham with a bagful of doughnuts.

I nodded and smiled, suppressing a chortle
As he reached in his pack and left me a 304TL.
He whistled, "I'm leaving, the coffee was great,
But I'm overdue in the neighboring state."

I noted his callsign-- can't recall it today—
But a patch on the side read "FMLA".
I opened the door and hollered "Come in!
The coffee pot's heating, and we'll sit down and chin!"

"Keep everyone building the rigs of their choosing
Or we'll lose the bands that we're lazy in using.
Transistors or tubes-- any project is fine-Just keep on constructing and sharing on line."

He spoke not a word but whistled in Morse
A "GE OM", and "By golly, I'm hoarse.
Too many contacts, and hot rosin smoke."
I nodded and poured him a mug of jamoke.

He leaped to his feet and waved a gloved hand
As he sprang for the door and his rusty old van.
I heard him exclaim as he drove away from me,
"Merry Christmas, you Glowbugs, and to all 73!"
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Shenandoah 500 Motorcycle Ride
October 1 and 2, 2016
On October 1 and 2,
2 several hundred dual sport motorcycle
riders took to the mountain roads of Augusta and Rockingham
counties in a ride organized by the Washington Area Trail Riders
(WATR) with communications support provided by valley ham
radio operators. During the course of the two day ride, hams
passed approximately 50 pieces of traffic. Thankfully, this year
there were no major incidents and no calls to 911, though
there were a number of breakdowns each day. The ride started
and ended each day at Natural Chimney’s Regional Park.
Net control Bryan K4RMY was located high atop Reddish Knob.
Nine other hams were located around the course each day with
the Shenandoah 500 SAG trucks; several others actually rode
the course on motorcycles with the riders. Those hams included
the following:
Ray KE4HVR, Rodney K4DOD, Larry K3JRR, Gerald KN4FM,
Fred KF4FC, Gayle KU4XN, Anne KA1LSK, Bob N1QEQ, Jeff
W4PJW, John KB4LOZ,
KB4LOZ and Tom KM4LHR were stationed with
SAG trucks. On Saturday Jason N4DSL and Brian KI4LLC rode
with the riders providing updates on the ride. Deeter, KI4STU
and Caren, KG4IFR manned the main station at Natural
Chimney’s and provided a relay to the organizers Saturday. On
Sunday Deeter, KI4STU also rode with David, N4WDC and
Jason, N4DLS following the course and keeping all up to date
while Caren, KG4IFR manned the Natural Chimney’s station.

A BIG THANK YOU to all these volunteers for making the ride
even safer this year by giving time over this weekend to assist
when needed.
The biggest surprise of the event for Net Control Bryan, K4RMY
occurred shortly after he announced the net early on Saturday
morning. He received a call on 146.4900 simplex from KE4RUN,
Hargrave in North Carolina. In the next five minutes he was
involved in a mini pileup of NC hams thanks to some TOPO
ducting caused by a weather system moving thru the area.
K4RMY made contact with Phil N4PLC, Billy KE4VNC, Grant
AA4GB and Nathan KM4DVE.
KM4DVE Each had been contacted by
KE4RUN and in turn contacted K4RMY.
K4RMY Grant, AA4GB was
actually mobile when he made his contact.
WATR gave each participant in the event, including the hams, a
silver thermal coffee mug with the WATR logo. A number of hams
have not received their mugs. If you are one of them, contact
Bryan, K4RMY (k4rmy
k4rmy at arrl.net)
arrl.net to make arrangements to pick
up your mug. He will also have them at the next MARA meeting.
Thanks again to all who gave their time and talents to make this
ride safer.
Pictures have been provided by K4RMY and W4PJW.
W4PJW

Net Control Reddish Knob
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A Ham's Christmas video for your
enjoyment.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ailFghtEKsc
HD: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxJpunNf5WI
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be related to desense or it might be related to the new
equipment, which is owned and operated by commercial
users over which we have little control.

Massanutten Peak Repeater Acting Up
The Massanutten Peak Repeater,
Repeater 145.130, K4MRA,
K4MRA is acting
up. The problem is intermittent, but is occurring with enough
frequency that we are actively attempting to troubleshoot and
resolve the issue.
When the problem occurs, the repeater transmitter cuts out
momentarily every half-second or so. It sounds similar to a
situation where the transmitting user is letting his finger slip off
the PTT button on his mike, but the problem is in the repeater,
not the user station.
KJ4DOC and I visited the site Saturday after the swapfest, and
confirmed that the coax cable, antenna, and lightning arrestor
are all intact and functioning normally. The problem does not
occur when we use the microphone on the repeater, so the
problem is occurring either in the duplexers, the receiver, or
the control circuitry.

It is interesting to note that when the repeater problem was
experiencing the problem, we did NOT hear any interference or
harmonic or any other signal (except the test transmission) while
listening to the repeater input. So whatever it is, it is not on the
144.530 input frequency.
We will try to see if Larry K3JRR (our resident technician, guru,
and super-expert) can visit the site with us one day this week. In
the meantime, you are free to use the machine until it begins its
misbehavior. We are not de-activating it, because the
transmitter is not hanging, nor is the machine malfunctioning in
any other way except for the intermittent cut-out problem. The
machine can be used during periods when the problem is not
occurring.
More information as we get it.

We noticed that there is some new equipment being installed in
the building where the repeater is located. The problem might

David Fordham, KD9LA

Weyers Cave Mini—Hamfest

Thanks to everyone that participated and attended the swap
meet! It was a great success!
I do want to apologize to anyone that drove over to the
Community Center after 12 pm - we did close up early. Definitely
learned the best time is from 8:00 am until 12 noon.
That said, I'm going to plan on putting this together as an annual
event. So, pencil in your calendars for next year: November 11,
2017, same location.
Thanks again and hope to hear you on the air!
Darrell L., KI4LLA

12

And a comment:
Darrell,
My thanks to you for organizing this event and to all who
participated. I enjoyed it, saw many old friends and met some
new ones. Sold some stuff and actually brought home some new
stuff as well as a few extra dollars! So all in all a very good time.
Give it a few years and it'll be as big as Berryville!
The best part was not carrying home the batteries from the 075
repeater!
73 Wayne, N4EYZ
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George Brunk, WB4IXG,
WB4IXG has two beams for sale:
A Mosley Classic tribander with instruction manual.
A Hygain 20 meter monobander.
Both are disassembled.
11 element 2 meter beam with a boom that enables
you to reduce it to 7 elements. (partially disassembled)
Make offer to George at 540540-434434-1583

A Note from Pete, AA4PF
This was my own personal account of what happened to a fellow
resident at Sunnyside Presbyterian Retirement Community. I
certify that this is a detailed and complete account of what
happened - not a malicious, fictitious forward.
Old people tend to be more trusting and gullible. I would not be
surprised that the scammers have determined the block of
phone numbers allocated to our community. We get a lot of
calls like the one cited.
I reviewed the text and here it is again with some minor
changes:
Recently I was called to unlock the PC of a hapless victim who
was called by a "Microsoft Support Service" (an impersonator)
who told them that they had detected a problem with the
victim's computer. They said they would fix it if the victim would
let them access the computer remotely. The victim agreed.
Once connected, the scammer did some "smoke and mirrors"
activity in a DOS window, like the "tree" command that scrolls a
display of all the files on the PC in about two minutes.
At this point, the scammer required payment for his work - $250
in ITunes cards - which the victim bought.

operating system, and then selectively copied files from
the old drive installed as the second drive in the system.
Some programs will not work after doing this, but at least the
user data can be retrieved.
The upshot of this is: Don't accept help from an unknown
person if you didn't ask for it. No one, including Microsoft, can
tell if something is wrong with your PC without operating it
until you let them connect to it. Don't allow connection to your
computer by anyone you don't really know and trust. Don't
accept the verbal identification of persons who call you without
you calling them. Microsoft does not offer unsolicited help by
phone.
Similarly, don't click on links in emails or web pages that may be
of a suspicious nature. If you think all of this is fabricated,
Google "syskey scam" to find http://triplescomputers.com/blog/
casestudies/solution-this-is-microsoft-support-telephone-scamcomputer-ransom-lockout/". After all the time I had already
spent, I did not go to the very end of that proposed solution. It
was easier just to go to a second hard drive, abandoning the
locked Windows OS. The hard drive at $50 was still less than
the $250 the scammer wanted. I'm sure I'll get another
opportunity.
And just yesterday:
yesterday

The store clerk cautioned the victim that whoever would be
given the numbers of the cards could easily convert them to
cash. At this point the victim got reluctant.
The victim tried to start their PC. Bad news! A logon window
required a password. It was known only to the scammer. At this
point the victim called me for help. I tried a multitude of guesses
to no avail. Research disclosed that the cause of the logon
requirement was the invoking of a Microsoft supplied action
called "syskey.exe". This program does a lot of encrypting of its
password and associated utilities such that there is no easy way
to override this lock-down without the actual password. The
scammer destroyed all restore files.

I received an email that claimed I subscribed to their mailings. I
had not. It offered me a grant of close to $6000. The red flag
really went up with their offer to direct deposit the money to my
account. Whoa!!! Even more interesting, ALL OF THE TEXT in the
email was hyperlinked to a cryptic web address that at this point
I totally distrusted. As I couldn't copy and paste the memo into
my complaint to ftc.gov, I called their toll-free phone number and
was able to forward the memo to the email address given to me
by one of their agents.
Anti-scamming gets more interesting all the time.
I hope this is sufficiently convincing.

I tried several of the methods recommended on the web to
unlock the PC without success. After investing hours in this
effort, I finally replaced the victim's hard drive, installed a new
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VARA Secretary’s Report
November 1st, 2016,
2016 saw the Valley Amateur Radio
Association hold its monthly meeting at the Hometown Grill and
Buffet in Staunton, with 27 members and guests present.
President John Keller W4ZAO brought the meeting to order at
7 pm. The usual introductions were made. The 50/50 drawing
of $8.50 was won by Ed Varner N4EDI(
N4EDI Ed, this is getting to be a
habit! ).
Reports:
Reports
ARES:
ARES David Tanks AD4TJ,
AD4TJ EC for Augusta County amateurs,
thanked all of the hams who helped out in all of the Public
Service events that went on in the month of October. The
Augusta County ARES Net will be the 2nd Thursday of the
month, November 10th, on the 146.850 repeater.
Secretary:
Secretary David made a motion that the minutes be
accepted as printed in the newsletter, with thanks going to Ray
Colvin KE4HVR for taking them in my absence; seconded
and passed.
Treasurer:
Treasurer Greg gave the report; motion made, seconded and
passed to accept it. He also asked that if you are/were paying
your dues by check, DO NOT make the check out to him! Put
VARA on it, instead. The club received a donation from the Bike
Festival; some of which will go to the MARA club.
John reminded us of the mini-hamfest to be held at the Weyers
Cave Community Center on November 12th, beginning at 8
am.

Upcoming
contests
and
Special
Events:
David mentioned
Events
several of each that may be of interest to
some.
We had
the 1st reading of the
membership applications of the following
hams:
Bobby Adams W4RTA, Lenny
Vincent N4LXP,
N4LXP and Teri Henderson
KT4UO.
We voted on Mark Whitis
KT4UO
AK4OL;
AK4OL accepted.
Officers:
Officers The slate is: President John Keller W4ZAO,
W4ZAO Vice
President Ed Varner N4EDI,
N4EDI Treasurer Greg Czerniak W4GRC,
W4GRC
and Secretary David Tanks AD4TJ.
AD4TJ No other nominations were
made, so the slate was voted on and accepted.
Old business:
business Gordon Batey WA4FJC,
WA4FJC reminded us of the
Waynesboro Repeater Association's annual meeting at the
Augusta County Library in Fishersville, on November 14 at 7 pm,
in the basement meeting room.
New business:
business the Christmas Banquet will be a joint venture
with MARA again, exact date to be sent out later. There will not
be a December meeting at the Hometown Grill for VARA.
VARA
With no other business to discuss, and no program to present,
the meeting was adjourned at 7:18 pm.
Respectfully submitted, David AD4TJ,
AD4TJ VARA Secretary

MARA Treasurer’s Report
October 21, 2016 to November 20, 2016
$687.87

Opening Balance
Income: Memberships
50/50 Proceeds Oct & Nov
Donations: From Field Day Pins
Washington Trail Riders Assn (Shenandoah 500)
VARA (Fall Foliage Bike Festival)
Total Income:

$360.00
$35.00
$6.00
$250.00
$208.33

Expenses: Electric
US Forrest Service Lease
Corp Fees
Guest Meals
Bank Fees

$22.04
$117.61

Total Expenses:
Balance November 20, 2016

$859.33

$139.65
$1,407.55

Submitted by Juergen Lunkowitz, W3LUV PVARC Treasurer
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Submitted by Foster Farone, WF4O MARA Treasurer
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MARA Secretary’s Report
MARA Secretary’s Report–
Report– November 3, 2016
Meeting called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg, by President
Andrew Pearson, (N4RCE) at 7:33 p.m. 28 members and 7
guests were present. Introductions were made all around.
New Member Vote: None
New Member First Reading: None
The Secretary’s Minutes for last month’s meeting were approved as published in the Monitor.
Monitor
The Treasurer’s Report for October was approved as published in the Monitor.
Monitor.
Committee Reports:
ARES:
ARES Bryan Daniels (K4RMY) announced that as of
Jan. 1, ARES member categories 1, 2, and 3 will be in
effect, as we qualify for higher category privileges by
taking and passing the related courses.
Repeaters:
Repeaters: See Old Business.
Volunteer Examiner (VE) Committee:
Gayle Shull
Committee:
(KU4XN): The next VE session will be at 9:00 A.M.
December 10 (Woodmen Life, Rt. 42 in Dayton),
Public Service: Bryan Daniels: All the special events
went well in October. The Shenandoah 500 donated
$250 to MARA, and Bryan was handing out mugs
to the participants.
Old Business: From Bob VanFossen (K4DJG): Enough shingles
have been obtained to complete the roof repair for the Great
Northern Mtn. 440 repeater shelter roof repair. The plan is for
this work to be done the weekend of Nov. 5, weather permitting.
New Business: Bob Dixon (W8HGH): The new ARRL rate for
outgoing QSL cards is now $!.45/oz., plus a $7.00 flat fee per

packet of cards.
Announcements:
Bryan
Daniels: Valley Repeater info in
the Skywarn System is not correct.
Bryan also announced that Gerry Brunk
(K4RBZ) and the Eversole Road Quartet
will again present Christmas and other
vocal harmonies at our December
meeting, 12/10.
12/10 VARA members and
guests have been invited.
Foster Farone (WF4O) passed out forms
and
pre-addressed
envelopes to
emphasize that renewal dues are due!
50/50 Drawing:
Drawing $30 collected. $15 won by Hugh Robertshaw
(KK4YGR) with $15 balance to MARA.
Congratulations, Hugh!
Hugh!
Time Adjourned: 7:49 p.m.
Program: Jim Junkins (W4JLJ), HRECC Director, described the
numerous coordinated facilities used to communicate among all
the public services in surrounding counties. To assure 24/7
communications for routine and emergency service, 11 towers,
each supporting 11 repeaters, use 21 commercial bands. These
must be computer-coordinated to provide communication
without mutual interference.
P25 technology is the standard for interoperability among
wireless communication systems. For instance, there is system
“voting”, to determine which repeater signal is chosen by a
mobile station according to criteria such as readability and
strength. Trunking is used to hand off signal paths dynamically
when a given pair of communicators doesn’t need the channel.
Jim really knows all the details!
Respectively submitted, Herb Slade, AA2BF, Secretary

The Opinionated One: The Vallys Finest Newspaper Tradtion
(continued from page 5)
the new page, it can’t be found all the time.
Thus, the bears indeed do this in the woods. Hartford also appears to be in the line-up, and Chamberlain insists that he’ll win the next
one, regardless of whether the starting team is approved by the Elkton Mayor or not.
The Senate concurs, and studies show that over 90% of Craigsville residents feel that they don’t have an opinion in the matter,
although a quick poll shows that local industries supporting the awarding of rights to the new expenditure, given NASA’s previous
dealings with the Staunton City Council on the parking garage issue in past years.
(Moe, Curly, Groucho, and Spongebob contributed to this article.)

The Monitor
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Am I Really… ?
From June 1998 and reprinted in March 2013 issue of the Monitor

I'd been checking out my new 5kW linear on the workbench
when I accidentally touched the final plates while holding the
chassis with my other hand. No problem, except I'd forgotten to
turn off the power. Zaaap!!
Next thing I knew, this kindly person sitting in a white Jeep was
calling to me. "Hop in," he said with a grin. And I did.
We took off on a path that wound around the side of a huge
treeless mountaintop nearby. “You can call me Pete,” said my
newfound friend. Dressed in white, with snow white hair, he had
a set of keys dangling from his belt, jangling as we rode up the
mountain trail towards the clear blue sky.
When we got to the top of the mountain, I was awestruck. To my
joy, there were phased rhombic antennas all over the place,
most about a mile and a half on each leg. Wow! What a dx'ers
dream!
At the top of the summit was a fair sized building, to which my
friend invited me into. Inside were even more ham thrills. Pete
explained, "A separate receiver and 5kW rig on every band from
160 to 2 meters. And all controls at your fingertips from the
console." He brought me over to the operating position. "Take a
listen," he offered. And I did.
Wow! DX coming in from all directions. I mean real DX! All the
QRM was DX. "Not to worry," said Pete. "Just push in lightly on
the receiver dial and concentrate on the station you want." And I
did. Immediately, the QRM would fade and the signal I wanted
stood out, S9! Wow! I never had a DSP so good!
Then I heard one of the rarest of the rare, a 9N1 from Nepal
about S5. A little QRM was there so I looked for the beam rotor
control. There was none. Pete, who was watching all this with
delight, seemed to know right away what was on my mind. "That
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red button," he pointed. "It turns the entire mountaintop.
Push it in."
And I did. Wow! There wasn't anything except a slight rumbling
sound to let you knew something was going on-- something BIG.
And sure enough, in a second 9N1VJ was coming in so clear like
you were keying C-sharp on the big church organ, sending out
CQ DX. I smiled to myself and went back to him on the keyer,
smugly confident. I stood by.
But nothing happened. That is, nothing as far as I was
concerned. Plenty else, though, because the DX station went
back to KE4HVR! Doggone! That Ray had an old Heathkit 807
rig that squeezed out maybe 40 Watts on CW. Where does he
get off beating me out of DX? I looked at Pete with that question
on my face. He knew what I was thinking.
"That switch down there under the table," he pointed. "Flip it up.
It connects you to a 75kW final down in the basement." And I
did. Wow! I hit out a NST and with each tap of the key the house
lights dimmed. I smiled again and without even waiting for Ray
to QRT. I called that 9N1 five times. "I'll show that Ray a thing or
two about DX," I said to myself. “Beat me out of a rare DX
contact, would he? Now we'll see if my signal doesn't burn out
the first RF of the 9N1's receiver."
But again, nothing. No reply. I looked over at Pete who somehow
seemed less angelic in appearance than before. In fact, there
was a sort of evil grin on his face. His complexion had changed
to a ruddy red weathered look.
How come no contact?" I demanded to know. "Seventy five kW
and mile-long rhombics? I don't get it."
Pete snickered. "Of course you don't," he was quick to reply.
“They never come back. They never, ever, come back to you.
That's the hell of it. Why, did you really think you were in ….”
Contributed by Vince Luciani,K2VJ, SK
Originally printed in the June1998 Monitor
Vince became a silent key in July 2000
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PVARC Secretary’s Report
Page Valley Amateur Radio Club November 4, 2016
Call to order by President Tim Ramey AK4CJ at 6:35 PM at
Tactical Walls in Shenandoah. (Thanks to Tim KM4TGC and
Carrie KM4WDX for the donation of the use of the facility!)
13 members in attendance
Secretary's report and Treasurer's report approved.
Committee Reports and Old Business:
Business
Technical Assistance Committee:
Committee Mark N4YSA reported
work had been done on the KQ4D/N4YSA repeater
site to repair the roof and continue to upgrade
the broadband hamnet capabilities. Dave K4DPF
reported on a trip with Mark to a broadband hamnet
coordination meeting in Charlottesville. The meeting
was valuable but concluded without addressing Dave’s
interest in plans to achieve connectivity “across the
mountain” to the southeast.
Program Committee:
Committee Zory KB3VQC discussed plans to
resume programs with a presentation by himself at the
next meeting.
Details of overhead projector
arrangements at Tactical Walls were discussed.
President Tim Ramey AK4CJ reported no news on
availability of Sheriff’s Training room and will check with
Morgan K4RHD.
K4RHD
Dave K4DPF reported no persistent failure mode in his

transceiver loaned for Field Day. (Matter resolved
unless it resurfaces.)
Zory KB3VQC mentioned he still has a custom club badge
for Loren N4LDR and Mark N4YSA agreed to contact
him.
New Business:
Business
President Tim Ramey AK4CJ opened a discussion of
nominees for officer and board member elections in
December. Resolved to obtain volunteers and
nominees through emails to/from the Secretary and
Club Members.
Dave K4DPF suggested the club purchase a transceiver for
Field Day and other purposes. President Tim Ramey
suggested the idea be put to the incoming board and
the subject was tabled.
Discussion of reporting for the CW contest and various
MARS activities
Bob WO4MI reported on discussion with county election
officials regarding emergency comm support for
Election Day. Resolved to obtain list of volunteers by
emails to/from the Secretary and Club Members.
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM, followed by doughnuts and lively
informal discussions
Submitted by Gary Fischer, K6OZ

PVARC Treasurer’s Report
Nov 15th, 2016
Beginning Balance

$3,540.41

Donations
Dues
50/50
Total Deposits

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Misc

$0.00

Total Disbursements
Ending Balance

$0.00

$0.00
$3,540.41

Submitted by Juergen Lunkwitz , W3LUV,
W3LUV PVARC Treasurer
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The ARRL National Parks on the Air event runs during all of 2016 to mark the
100th anniversary of the National Park Service.
DXCC: 9Q6BB has been approved for award credit..
IOTA CONTEST 2016 --->
---> The following activations have provided sufficient documentation and have been accepted for IOTA credit:
BD4KA (AS(AS-146), BG2RHE (AS(AS-158), BG5BWZ (AS(AS-141), BH3PTL (AS(AS-134), VA2NDX (NA(NA-128)
128 and ZY8D (SA(SA-072).
072 You need to
upload your log file once more in order to claim QSO matches for these activations. [TNX rsgbiota.org]

How’s DX
4X07, ISRAEL:
ISRAEL The UNESCO World Heritage Committee has declared
the caves of Beit Guvrin to be a World Heritage Site. The caves are on
the list of confirmed WFF Israel National Parks Award - 4XFF-007. There
is a very long and interesting history on this site.
<http://www.bibleplaces.com/bethguvrin
http://www.bibleplaces.com/bethguvrin>
http://www.bibleplaces.com/bethguvrin It will be the first time
operation from this location. The scheduled dates for the operation are
0700z Friday, December 23rd, and Saturday, December 24th,
24th until
noon time. Operators mentioned are from the Holyland DX Group:
Shalom/4Z4BS, Mark/4Z4KX, Ruben/4Z5FI, Yulik/4X6HP, Ros/4Z5LA,
Vlad/4Z5IW, Arthur/4X4DZ and Jan/4X1VF. They will be
running two stations CW and SSB on the WFF frequencies
using the callsign, 4X07W (Holy land Square G19JS). QSL
cards will handled by Ros, 4Z5LA.
5Z, Kenya:
Kenya Tom/DJ6TF and Reiner/DL7KL will be active
between Nov.. 15 and Dec. 1 as 5Z4/DJ6TF and 5Z4/DL7KL from Diani
Beach on 80-10m (CW and SSB). QSL via homecalls (d/B).
Nick/LZ4NM is operating as 5Z4/LZ4NM until Jan. 23 next year on 4010m (CW and SSB).
6W, Senegal:
Senegal 6W1SU is Ronald (VE3REV), who has moved to Dakar,
Senegal since August and will remain there for two or three years. He
plans to be active on 80-6 metres, "currently operating phone only but
hoping to tackle CW later". QSL via M0URX's OQRS
www.m0urx.com/oqrs/ ) for direct and bureau cards. See
www.qrz.com/db/6W1SU for more information.
9Q, Democratic Republic of the Congo:
Congo Fernando, EA4BB has been in
Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo for a few months and has
now received his 9Q6BB license. He expects to remain there for two or
three years, and to operate CW and other modes on all bands. QSL via
W3HNK, LotW and eQSL; logsearch on Club Log. [TNX The Daily DX]
9X - RWANDA:
RWANDA Jim, KB1ZSQ is QRV as 9X0JW from Kigali until Dec 20,
2017.
2017 Activity is holiday style on 80 to 10 meters using SSB and
various digital modes. QSL via operator's instructions.
IS0, Sardinia:
Sardinia II0EUDX joins the celebrations of the 30th anniversary of
the EUDXF until the year's end.
end QSL via IS0AGY.
VK - Special event station VI50DC is active from Victoria until 31
December to celebrate 50 years of decimalisation in Australia, when
the new Australian dollar (Decimal Currency) replaced the Australian

pound. QSL via M0OXO's OQRS, available for direct and
bureau cards. [TNX M0OXO]

IOTA’s
AFIsland: Alan, K0AV will be active as ZD8V
AF-003 - ZD8 - Ascension Island
from Ascension Island (AF
AFAF-003)
003 from 21 November to 1 December.
December He
will operate mainly CW on 160-10 metres, and will participate in the CQ
WW DX CW Contest as ZD8W along with W6NV. QSL ZD8V via K0AV
and LoTW. [TNX The Daily DX]
AFAF-027 - FH, Mayotte:
Mayotte Pierre, HB9AMO ( www.hb9amo.net)
www.hb9amo.net will be
active holiday style as FH/HB9AMO from Mayotte (AF
AFAF-027)
027 from 23
November to 4 December, including an entry in the CQ WW DX CW
Contest. He will operate CW and possibly some RTTY on 80-10
metres. QSL via M0URX's OQRS and LoTW; logsearch on Club Log.
AF049 - 3B8, Mauritius:
AFMauritius Willi/DJ7RJ returns to Mauritius (AF
AF-049,
049
WLOTA 0595) for Nov. 9 - Dec. 6. QRV as 3B8/DJ7RJ on 160-10m (CW,
SSB) with a focus on the low bands. QSL via h/c (d/B).
AFAF-090 - 5R - SainteSainte-Marie Island:
Island Eric, F6ICX will be active again as
5R8IC from Sainte-Marie Island (AF
AFAF-090)
090 from 6 November to 4
February 2017.
2017 He wil operate mainly CW with some RTTY, BPSK and
SSB on 80-10 metres. QSL via F6ICX and LoTW; logsearch and OQRS
on Club Log when he returns home.
AFAF-107 - 3B9 - Rodrigues Island:
Island Olof, G0CKV will be active again as
3B9HA from Rodrigues Island (AF
AFAF-017)
017 from 24 Nov to 12 Dec. He
will operate CW, with main activity during the CQ WW DX CW Contest
and a focus on the low bands outside the contest. QSL via M0OXO
(www.m0oxo.com/oqrs/
www.m0oxo.com/oqrs/)
www.m0oxo.com/oqrs/ and LoTW. [TNX DX World]

This month’s bulle%n was made possible with informa%on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle%n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,
DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
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ANAN-001—
001— div., Graham Land West (Adelaide Island) group:
group Alan/
MW0YCC will be active from the Rothera Research Station/Adelaide
Island and other locatins until April 2018 as VP8DPJ. QSL only via
eQSL.

St. Kitts (NA
NANA-104,
104 WLOTA 1164, WW Loc. FK87pg) for the time between
Nov. 15 and Dec. 15. QRV as V47JA on 160-10m (including 60m) on
SSB with 500W vertical antennas and dipoles. QSL via W5JON (d),
LoTW.

ANAN-016—
016— DP1, ANTARCTICA: It has been reported that Felix, DL5XL, will
once again be active as DP1POL from the German Neumayer Station
III (AN
ANAN-016,
016 WWFF DLFF-022, WW Loc. IB59UH) between November
2015 and February 2017.
2017 Activity will be on all HF bands using mainly
CW and possibly some SSB and Digital modes. QSL via DL1ZBO or
LoTW. ADDED Felix does have a FaceBook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/dl5xl?fref=ts ADDED NOTE (de DL5XL):
There will also be a ham radio operator on the next wintering team at
Neumayer Station III. Daniel, DL1SU, works as an electronics engineer
at the base. He plans to use the club callsign DP0GVN from December
2016 to February 2018. QSL cards for DP0GVN will be handled by
Dominik, DL5EBE, direct or via the Bureau.

NANA-108—
108—J6, ST. LUCIA:
LUCIA Bill, K9HZ, will once again active as J68HZ from
his villa at Labrelotte Bay, Castries, St. Lucia (NA
NANA-108, WLOTA L1336) between December 17th and January 2nd.
2nd Activity is usually on
160-6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. He states, "Will try to fill some
band-mode slots for WAS and DXCC. Particularly looking for AK and MT
in the USA to complete 8BWAS." His equipment will consist of an
Elecraft K3, a 3 element beam for 20-6 meters and wire antennas for
160-30 meters. QSL via his home callsign. He does use the LoTW,
ClubLog and eQSL.

EUEU-089 - CT8 - Flores Island:
Island Hermann, HB9CRV will be active from the
Azores between mid November and early December.
December He will operate
JT65/JT9 as CU8FN from Flores Island (EU-089) on 16--22 November
and again on 11-6 December.
December On 23- 30 November he will be active as
CU9/CU8FN from on Corvo Island (EU
EUEU-089),
089 including participation in
the CQ WW DX CW Contest. Before and after the contest he will
operate JT65/JT9. QSLs via HB9CRV, direct or bureau, and LoTW.
NANA-104 - V4, St. Kitts and Nevis:
Nevis John/W5JON returns to in Calyso Bay,

Contests & QSO Parties
For more details and information, go to:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html

1 NRAU 10m Activity Contest
2 NCCC RTTY Sprint
2 QRP Fox Hunt
2 NCCC Sprint
2-4 ARRL 160-Meter Contest
3 TARA RTTY Melee
3 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint
4 TOPS Activity Contest
4 Ten-Meter RTTY Contest
4 SARL Digital Contest
6 ARS Spartan Sprint
7 QRP Fox Hunt
7 Phone Fray
7-8 CWops Mini-CWT Test
9 NCCC RTTY Sprint
9 QRP Fox Hunt
9 NCCC Sprint
10-11 ARRL 10-Meter Contest
10-11 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon
10-11 International Naval Contest
10-11 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party
11 CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run
14 NAQCC CW Sprint
14 QRP Fox Hunt
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OCOC-005 - VK9N, Norfolk Island:
Island Tim, NL8F (VK9NF) and Paula, NX1P will
be active on 160-10 metres from Norfolk Island (OC
OCOC-005)
005 from 22 Nov
to 3 Dec. Tim will operate SSB and JT65, while Paula will operate CW
and RTTY; she also plans to be active during the CQ WW DX CW
Contest, hopefully as VK9NX. QSL VK9NF via N7RO, QSL Paula's
operation via NX1P. They plan to upload their logs to Club Log and
LoTW. [TNX The Daily DX]
OCOC-104 - Gaua Island, Banks Islands:
Islands Rod, YJ8RN, will be active as
YJ8RN/p from Gaua Island, Banks Islands sometime late November
and early December.
December Activity will be on various HF bands. QSL via
NZ4DX.

14 Phone Fray
14-15 CWops Mini-CWT Test
16 NCCC RTTY Sprint
16 QRP Fox Hunt
16 NCCC Sprint
16 AGB-Party Contest
16-17 Russian 160-Meter Contest
17 OK DX RTTY Contest
17 RAC Winter Contest
17 Feld Hell Sprint
17-18 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party
17-18 Croatian CW Contest
17-18 Stew Perry Topband Challenge
18 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW
19 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
21 QRP Fox Hunt
21 Phone Fray
21-22 CWops Mini-CWT
22 NAQCC CW Sprint
23 NCCC RTTY Sprint
23 QRP Fox Hunt
23 NCCC Sprint
25 RAEM Contest
26 DARC Christmas Contest
28 SKCC Sprint
28 QRP Fox Hunt
28 Phone Fray
28-29 CWops Mini-CWT Test
30 NCCC RTTY Sprint
30 QRP Fox Hunt
30 NCCC Sprint

RTTY
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Page County Va. ARES Frequencies
Repeaters

Simplex

146.625 131.8
146.670 114.8
443.350 203.5

Page ARES Channel 1 146.55
“
“
“ 2 146.40
“
“
“ 3 146.45
“
“
“ 4 146.50
“
“
“ 5 147.45
_____________________________________________________________________
ARES Contacts
Mark Hensley
Morgan Phenix
Bob Forrest

EC
AEC
AEC

N4YSA
K4RHD
WO4MI

540-578-1133

n4ysa@gmx.com
phenix@centurylink.net
wo4mi@arrl.net

Call Up Procedure
Call up for the Page County ARES members will be via 146.625R & Page ARES Channel 1. 146.55
simplex. You will be advised of the emergency and you assignment. In the event of power loss, inclement
weather or other emergency, monitor the Call up frequencies at the top of the hour.

How Long Has It Been Since You Checked
Into One of the Nets?
Don’t forget:
forget The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out
your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear. Take advantage
of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local
hams. All hams are welcome!
welcome
The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550 simplex,
simplex the second Sunday on
the 146.670 (PL 114.8) repeater, and the remaining Sundays on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at 8:00 pm
local time.
The Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.550
simplex, all other Mondays on the 145.130(145.130(-) repeater (PL 131.8).
The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the
146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).
The NVTN (Northern
Northern Virginia Traffic Net)
Net meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.
The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All
hams are welcome!
The VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net) meets daily on 3.947 kHz at 6:00 PM local time. All hams are welcome!
welcome
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*Deadline for newsletter articles is the 20th of the preceding month of publication.

Calendar of Local Events
December
1 Christmas Banquet
2 PVARC Club Meeting
2 Friday Luncheon
4 Page County ARES Net [146.55 Simplex]
5 Rockingham County ARES Net [Simplex]
5 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947 KHz]
8 Augusta County ARES Net [146.850 , PL 131.8]
9 Friday Luncheon
11 Page County ARES Net [146.670, PL 114.8]
12 Rockingham County ARES Net
13 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947 KHz]
16 Friday Luncheon
18 Page County ARES Net [146.625, PL 131.8]
19 Rockingham County ARES Net
20 Deadline for January newsletter submission*
23 Friday Luncheon
25 Christmas Day
25 Page County ARES Net [146.625, PL 131.8]
26 Rockingham County ARES Net
30 Friday Luncheon
31 New Year’s Eve

1 New Year’s Day
1 Page County ARES Net [146.55 Simplex]
2 Rockingham County ARES Net [Simplex]
2 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947 KHz]
3 VARA Club Meeting
5 MARA Club Meeting
6 PVARC Club Meeting
6 Friday Luncheon
8 Page County ARES Net [146.670, PL 114.8]
9 Rockingham County ARES Net
10 Old Dominion Emergency Net [3.947 KHz]
12 Augusta County ARES Net [146.850 , PL 131.8]
13 Friday Luncheon
15 Page County ARES Net [146.625, PL 131.8]
16 Rockingham County ARES Net
20 Friday Luncheon
20 Deadline for February newsletter submission*
22 Page County ARES Net [146.625, PL 131.8]
23 Rockingham County ARES Net
27 Friday Luncheon
29 Page County ARES Net [146.625, PL 131.8]
30 Rockingham County ARES Net

VE Testing (No, we’re not talking about Canada)
Our next testing will be held December10th.with
Gayle, KU4XN in charge
December10th
at the Woodmen Life building on Highway 42 (John Wayland Highway)
Dayton, Virginia. Sign-in starts at 9:00 am, followed immediately by
testing. Bring your ID, your original license and a copy of same. The fee
is $15.00. If you are an accredited VE and would like to help, contact
Gayle Shull, KU4XN at gshu7411@gmail.com

The club newsletter, the Monitor,
Monitor is provided free of charge monthly to all members of all three clubs via email
distribution, in PDF format. However, it is the individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter
editor directly of all changes in email address. Electronic back issues are available on the MARA website:
<http://mara.ws>
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their monthly club meeting)
should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate and resolve the problem with distribution. Members
who are using the latest update version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor email
attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.
The Monitor
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Club Information
MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.
President:
President Andrew Pearson, N4RCE
Vice President: Bryan Daniels, K4RMY
Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF
Treasurer:
Treasurer Foster Farone, WF4O
Board (exp 2017): James Franklin, W4SIU
Board (exp 2016): Bob Steere, N1QEQ

http://mara.ws
MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
President: John Keller, W4ZAO
Vice President: Ed Varner, N4EDI
Secretary:
Secretary David Tanks, AD4TJ
Treasurer: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC

http://w4xd.com
VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at the Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond
Road in Staunton, Virginia
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm,
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm

Visitors are always welcome
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to:
VARA, Greg Czerniak
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 24401-1661

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

President:
President Tim Ramey, AK4CJ
Vice President:
President Morgan Phenix, K4RHD
Secretary: Gary Fischer, K6OZ
Treasurer: Juergen Lunkowitz, W3LUV
Board Member (exp 2016):
2016) Zory Glaser, KB3VQC
Board Member (exp 2017): Gary Fischer, K6OZ

http://www.k4pmh.org

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month
at the Page County Sheriff’s Training Room
in Luray, VA.
The meeting begins at 6:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 22835-0245

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc.
for members of the three amateur radio clubs
in the Central Shenandoah Valley.
Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment
to all club members in good standing.
Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies.
Contact the president of your respective club
for information on paper copies.
Back issues are freely available on the MARA website
starting a few months after publication.
Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships,
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a
timely basis to individuals who are not club members.
Occasional complimentary current copies are
provided to prospective members free of charge.
Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies
at club expense to various constituencies.
Contact your respective club officers for more information.
Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization,
the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair
Use Provisions of copyright law.
Copyright notices must be respected.
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Renew Your Club Dues HERE!

RENEW YOUR CLUB
MEMEBERSHIP!
Check the box next to the club for which you are renewing

Membership Renewal Form
NAME: _______________________________________________ CALLSIGN: __________________ CLASS: __________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: _______________________
HOME PHONE: ______________________ WORK PHONE: _______________________ CELL PHONE: _______________________
CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBER ARRL (Y/N)

______ REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)

______

SKYWARN ID:

______________________

Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N) _______

Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.
VARA members mail with $15 to:
VARA
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 2440124401-1661

The Monitor

MARA members mail with $12 to:
MARA,
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

PVARC members mail with $12 to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 2283522835-0245
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MARA/VARA/PVARC
c/o John Spillman
168 Bosley Drive Ext.
Stanley, VA 22851
Phone: 540-860-1332
Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

MARA
VARA
PVARC

