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VARA Meeting: April 4th
The Valley Amateur Radio Association,
Association will hold its April 4th meeting at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s)
at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA. Dinner starts at 6:00pm, and the general meeting begins at 7:00pm. All
Amateurs, their families and friends are welcome.

MARA Meeting: April 6th
The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc.,
Inc will hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, April 6th,
6th at the
Wood Grill on Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM. All
Amateurs, their families and friends are welcome.

PVARC Meeting: April 7th
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular meeting
on April 7th at 6:30pm at Tactical Walls.
Walls The address is: 611
Williams Avenue.
Avenue On the north end of Shenandoah, turn east from
US Route 340 onto Williams Avenue, go through the gate, park
along the right side of the building. The entrance is around the
building to the right. All Amateurs, their families and friends are
welcome.

Weekly Friday Luncheon
The Friday weekly casual lunch meetings are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane,
Staunton, VA at 11:00AM. Directions: I-81 to Exit 222, Richmond Rd. & Rte. 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille &
Buffet will be on the left across the street from Mrs. Rowe’s.

President’s Corner
NRCC RRCC JFO DRC DHS FEMA PDA IMAT SCO FCO EOC
VOAD DOD NIMS NRF HSPD EMAC CERT HSEEP ICS CIKR
JIC NSC DRG CSG CRG NOC NICC NMCC NCTC SIOC NJTTF
HLT US&R UCG FCO SCO FRC SFLEO DCO ESF PFO HIRA
If you think this resembles a cryptogram and you attempt to
decipher it, it will be easier knowing first that these are 43
acronyms present in FEMA's independent study 800.b National
Response Framework (NRF - 44). How many of these
government-speak, cryptographic acronyms can you identify?
FEMA independent study courses become mind numbing if you
attempt to take in a course all in one sitting. They include so
much information that you really need to plan to cover the
material more than once over a year and also plan an annual
refresher. The core courses, IS 100.b, 200.b, 700.a, and 800.b
all lay down the foundations helpful in local and national
emergency cooperation.
I recently came across a video accounting the ancient
emergency of the volcanic eruption of Vesuvius and its local
effect on nearby Pompeii, Herculaneum, and Stabiae in Italy in
79 A.D. Pliny the Elder, author and fleet commander of the Navy,
was stationed nearby. His valiant attempt to rescue others failed
and cost him his life. Then as now, good intentions do not
always create success. Would Pliny done better with FEMA
training? A fun, but ridiculous, speculation it is to think so. (He
probably left his radio back in the chariot.) But, from 9/11 and
Hurricane Katrina, we know that only through the cycle of
planning, equipping, training exercises, evaluating, and
improving can we increase our readiness to help others in our
community. As crazy as it seems, knowing some of the acronyms
could pay off big later. Check out the courses at https://
training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?all=true. Start with IS.100.b

Introduction
to
Incident
Command System. Get in the
<GO> mode. In relation to “Go,”
this April’s MARA program will be a
demonstration of the highly portable
Buddipole.
If you're curious about the acronyms
above, the key list follows:
National Response Coordination Center,
Regional Response Coordination Center, Joint Field Office,
Disaster Recovery Center, Department of Homeland Security,
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Preliminary Damage
Assessment,
Incident
Management Assistance
Team,
State Coordinating Officer, Federal Coordinating Officer,
Emergency Operations Center, Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disaster,
Department of Defense, National Incident
Management System, National Homeland Security Presidential Directive, Emergency Management Assistance Compact,
Community Emergency Response Team, Homeland Security
Exercise and Evaluation Program, Incident Command System,
Critical Infrastructure and Key Resources, Joint Information
Center, National Security Council, Domestic Readiness Group,
Counterterrorisim Security Group, Cyber Response Group,
National Operation Center, National Infrastructure Coordinating
Center,
National
Military Command Center, National
Counterterrorism Center, Strategic Information and Operations
Center, National Joint Terrorism Task Force, Hurricane Liaison
Team, Urban Search and Rescue, Unified Coordination Group,
Federal Coordinating Officer, State Coordinating Officer, Federal
Resource Coordinator, Senior Federal Law Enforcement Official,
Defense Coordinating Official, Emergency Support Function,
Principal Federal Official, Hazard Identification and Risk
Assessment.
Andrew Pearson, N4RCE,
N4RCE President, MARA

Dayton Hamvention will be held May 19, 20 and 21, 2017 at the Greene County Fairgrounds and
Expo Center. For more information: http://hamvention.org/about/hamvention/
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SteppIR 4 Element 6m – 20m
For Sale: SteppIR 4 element 20-6m Yagi, SDA100 controller, 33V upgrade option, transceiver interface option. See
http://www.steppir.com/4-element-yagi for details (the antenna for sale does *not* have the optional 6m passive
elements or the 30/40m element). Originally purchased in
2012 by W4UVA. Two of the Element Handling Units
(EHUs) have just been repaired by SteppIR and are still in
the boxes; the other two were working properly when the
antenna was taken down. It’s a great antenna for a serious
DXer or contester, but not for our club, as it turns out. New
price for this package is just over $3000. Asking $2195.
Proceeds from this sale will return to W4UVA to support
club activities. I will deliver the antenna anywhere within a
two-hour drive of Charlottesville. Payment accepted via
PayPal, and using major credit cards via Square Payments.

More information and pictures at:

hps://w4uva.wordpress.com/steppir-4-element-6m-20m/.

Contact Mike KQ9P (mike@kq9p.us).

Field Day Planning Committee

The MARA / VARA Field Day committee is shown above. L to R: N1QEQ, KD0LA, AA2BF,
not shown—KF4FC, and last but not least, the head of the committee W4ZAO.
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The Opinionated One: Breakfasts of Champions
The Opinionated One: Breakfasts of Champions
(From the January 2001 issue of the Monitor)
Monitor

sliced oranges, and toast?” she asks.
“Yes, that sounds great!” I salivate in anticipation.

Every so often, some of us go up a mountain west of the county
to participate in what’s known in ham radio circles as “a
contest”. Technically, around here at least, these things aren’t
real contests. The word “contest” implies that you are
competing with someone. For example, there is that famous
kind of contest you routinely find raging at MARA & VARA
meetings about how to use, or not use, the club’s treasury
surplus. In that type of contest -- whose name rhymes with
“missing” -- there is real competition.
But the kind of contest I’m talking about has no competitors. It
is where you and some other hams go up to some mountain
location, telling your wife that you will be working a ham radio
contest all day and not to expect you back until late. And on
that date, hundreds of other hams around the world are doing
the same thing.
Now to be honest, you are not fooling her. She knows good and
well that you have thousands of dollars worth of equipment
downstairs in the shack. She also knows that the equipment
down there, plus the huge tower and expensive beam and all
those ugly looking wires you have filling up the back yard, can
outperform anything that you might pretend to erect on a
Saturday morning way out in the national forest somewhere. No,
if you were really going to compete with someone involving ham
radio, you would stay home. She knows that. So do you.
No, no, she knows very well that what you are really doing is the
activity non-hams call “going out with the boys”.
In fact, I’ve been on contest outings where no one even
remembered to bring a radio. Those have turned out to be
some of the best ham radio contests I’ve ever participated in.
Of course, no one ever admits that there was no radio. “Yeah,
the bands were really open this weekend. As a group, we got
over a hundred multipliers in less than ten hours.” What you
don’t say is that “multiplier” is a euphemism for “deer tick”.
This particular Saturday morning last fall, I was going up on the
mountain to run a fifteen-meter sprint with two other valley
hams, Verman and his brother. (Verman’s brother’s name is
Philthavius, but everybody calls him Philth for short. You guess
why.)
I didn’t want to be late picking them up, so I sprung out of bed
when the clock went off at 3 a.m. I called to my wife, “Deb, you
awake? Hey, Deb? Deb? You awake?”
“No!”, she grumped and rolled over, pulling the blanket up over
her head.
“Oh,” I reply, “I figured maybe the alarm might have woken you.
It’s so loud it could wake the dead.”
“Tell me about it,” snaps Deb. “Would you like me to get up and
fix you some pancakes, bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, grits,
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“I thought you would. I was just asking to make sure. Well,
forget it.” She rolls over again, this time pulling the pillow over
her head.
“Come on, Deb, be a sport. All the wives make breakfast to
help their husbands score well in the contest. I’ll bet right now
that Bunny Krabliess is over there cooking a big breakfast for
Verman.”
From under the pillow Deb mutters a couple of words that I’ll
bet Bunny Krabliess has never heard -- unless she was in the
Marines back before PC caught on.
I get dressed and go in the kitchen, and put together my typical
contest-morning breakfast: A leftover slice of lemon pie with
some diced onion and mushroom gravy on top, and a graham
cracker covered with creamed spinach liber ally sprinkled with
ketchup. It’s not what most people have for breakfast, but
given my culinary talent, it’s about as good as it gets. I get in
my pickup and drive over to Verman’s. He is waiting for me out
front. As he climbs into the cab, I ask him, “Had breakfast?”
“Yup,” he nods. “Bunny fixed me some pancakes, bacon,
sausage, scrambled eggs, grits, sliced oranges, and toast.”
“Liar.”
“Okay, okay, she’s still asleep. I had a piece of cheesecake with
pickles, a Diet Seven -Up and some leftover fish sticks with
whipped cream and mustard.”
We drive down the gravel road to Philth’s house. He is on the
front porch, digging in a can of Alpo dog food with a spoon.
“Willya look at that,” Verman shakes his head. “That’s
disgusting. I had no idea he was so low. Hey, Philth, don’t you
know it’s crude to eat right out of the can? Why don’t you go
get a plate like a civilized human being?”
“I’m feeding the dog, you stupid elbow,” snaps Philth, pointing
to the hunting hound waiting at the dog dish on the porch.
Philth walks out and climbs into the truck carrying a brown bag.
“What cha got in the sack?” Verman asks.
“Cold leftover spaghetti sauce poured over a slab of chocolate
cake.” He reaches in and starts eating with his fingers.
“Cold spaghetti sauce? Iff’n it was me, I’d a heated up the
sauce in the microwave,” snickers Verman.
“Shows how little you know about good food,” retorts Philth. “if
the sauce wuz hot, it’d melt the icing on the cake. Don’t you
know nuthin about cookin’?”
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I decide to change the subject. “Have you ever actually eaten
Alpo dog food, Philth?”
“Sure,” replies Philth, “and so have you. Remember that sixmeter contest we worked from the top of Bull Pasture Mountain
last spring ?”
“What?! But you said those were meatloaf sandwiches!”
Verman suddenly looks up. “Say, did either of you guys think to
bring a radio?”
Anyway, we had a great time in the contest, made a bundle of
good QSO’s and between the three of us, we accumulated over
a hundred multipliers. You’ll have to join us sometime! Just be
sure to eat a good breakfast before you leave in the morning.

The Monitor
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ARRL DX Contest Results Reported
Good morning everyone, I thought I would give a update of how I did on the Arrl Dx SSB contest this
weekend. David KD9LA, myself and not sure if anyone else gave it a shot.
Looks like Dave did well with what we had for band
conditions.
First I would like give you a comparison between last
year and this years results that I did.
Hours worked
42 hrs
Qso's

2016 - 37 hrs

2017 -

1,035

579

0
105
194
342
210
184

10
71
115
275
86
22

power (100watts) for anyone to hear me.
1.8
3.5
7
14
21
28

Same equipment and antenna's both years, same
software N1MM and same drive and determination
to reach 1 million points
Last year finished with 991,879 points
total points claimed for 2017 389,088
As you can see the band conditions were very poor
on 10 and 15, I was on 10 and making a contact and
wham he was gone, within a moment no one was
readable.
15 was the same way but not as bad and was still
much slower than last year.
My goal was to work all 48 hrs but at 9pm Saturday
night the contacts were far and few so decided to
catch some sleep, came back on at 4:00am and by
6:00am had only made 15 contacts.
I tried to hold my own frequency 4 separate times
but was run over by the big guns or by not enough
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For those new hams and those who do not
know my station and my sheer determination
for winning, I was really looking forward to
breaking that prize of 1 million points this year.
I still have the CQ WPX contest at the end of
the month so we will see.
My equipment used was an Icom 7600 (love
that radio, filtering is great!!) running just
100watts
Extend Zepp antenna at 70'
Tri band (10,15,20) antenna at 50'
attached are a couple of screen shots of
N1MM during my contest for those who might
enjoy seeing those or who might not know what
you can see and do with the program. I have
learned alot from doing these contests and
learning what I can do to reach more contacts
with N1MM.
Thanks for reading my update, guess I am trying to think positive writing this and still really
bummed that my dream of 1 million is slipping
away.
John W4ZAO
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Well, I am very new at this and we had some obligations this weekend
but I worked the contest for right at 7 hours.
I looked at this as an opportunity to get some new countries and more
importantly improve my operating skills. I had a good time and learned
a lot. I was surprised that 10 and 15 meters was as open as they
were. I found 10 meters to be open primarily north/south and as John
said, it was there and then it wasn’t. It was really interesting to observe
the tone of the contest change as time marched on. I found it easier to
make contacts on Sunday because by then folks had enough dups that
it allowed some of us low power newbies to get some of the more interesting stations.
By my calculations I averaged about 13.2 contacts/hour. I wanted to
share just to encourage some of the newer hams to jump in and
operate some of these contests because in general folks are very
patient and willing to support inexperienced operators (always
exceptions). Thanks again for all that have supported me as my skills
slowly improve.
Best Regards,
Fred – KF4FC

APRIL FOOL!

Hi Folks,
Okay, I'll post mine. I know I didn't come close to John W4ZAO, and in
fact I didn't even get close to my score in the contests last October. But
then, I wasn't on the air but 25 hours the entire weekend, and 10 meters ate up a lot of my time wastefully listening to static as I rotated the
tuning knob.
Total QSOs: 295
Total DXCC Countries: 64
Categories: Single Op, Non-Assisted, Low Power (100w)
Claimed Score: 132,696
80m
40m
20m
15m
10m

41 QSOs
69 QSOs
114 QSOs
60 QSOs
11 QSOs

33 Multipliers
37 Multipliers
48 Multipliers
28 Multipliers
6 Multipliers

The above hopefully will be adjusted by the official rescoring process,
since the N1MM software refused to count WP4AA as a valid Puerto Rico station and said it was just a U.S. station not eligible for points in the
contest. (The other KP4 stations counted correctly, but WP4AA didn't
for some reason, even after downloading/installing the latest country
list and rescoring the log.) Of course, I usually have about a 2-3% error
rate anyway which is only getting worse as I age.
My only all-time new one was Andorra. But I did add a couple of new
countries to my 80m, 40m, and 15m band lists. I got Aruba, Bonaire, and Costa Rica on 5 bands, and Suriname, Guadeloupe, Bonaire,
Montserrat, Barbados, French Guyana and Jamaica on 4 bands, Martinique and Sint Maarten on 3. I also picked up Cueta Melilla on new
bands.
I had a lot of fun.
David KD9LA

Total QSOs 295 Multipliers: 152 -- No idea how they get to 132,696.

The Monitor
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MARA Secretary’s Report
MARA Secretary’s Report – March 2, 2917
General Meeting called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg, by
President Andrew Pearson (N4RCE) at 7:31 p.m. 23 members
and 6 guests were present. Introductions were made all around.
New Member Vote: Eric Evans (K4NDN
(K4NDN).
K4NDN). Welcome, Eric!
New Member First Reading: none
The Secretary’s Minutes for last month’s meeting approved as
published in the Monitor.
Monitor

successful 2017 FD. He
reported that David Fordham
has agreed to handle publicity,
publicity including
newspaper outlets and radio stations
(and David is not even a Committee
member, due to other commitments!
Thanks, David!
David!). At last Committee
meeting, Chairman John Keller W4ZAO)
proposed making this FD a
“Socialized” (Fun) event to attract more
participants. One idea in the works is a
hamfest-like repeated prize award.

The Treasurer’s Report for February approved as published in
the Monitor.
Monitor.

Old Business: none

Committee Reports:
ARES: Bryan Daniels (K4RMY): One ARES member has
earned Level 1 membership (Sorry, secretary missed the
identity).
Repeater Committee: David Fordham (KD9LA): The 147,315
repeater is “lonely”! The 444.4 Basey repeater needs a
caretaker (Great
Great North Mtn).
Mtn
VE Committee: Gerald Nauman (KN4FM): Committee could
use more examiners to handle exams. See ARRL for test and
information to qualify. Next test regular session will be at 9:00
A.M., April 8.
8 Testing is at Woodmen Life,
Life Rt 42 in Dayton.
Public Service Committee: No Report
Field Day Committee: Herb Slade (AA2BF) passed out signup
sheets to every table, for FD participation needs to hold a

New Business: none
50/50 Drawing: $10.50 was won by James Franklin (W4SIU),
who donated his share to the club. $21.00 went to the MARA
treasury.. Thank you, James!
James!
Time Adjourned: 8:48 p.m.
Program: A swap or sell meet was held, featuring lots of good
junk box items, and not a few homebrew, as well as coax and
an 11– element 3 – band (220/2m/440, described) antenna.
Some of it went home with pleased new owners! Some just
went back home, and sadly, some is now gracing the land fill.
Respectively submitted, Herb Slade, AA2BF, Secretary

MARA Treasurer’s Report
February 21, 2017 to March 20, 2017
$1,038.31

Opening Balance
Income: Memberships
50/50

$24.00
$21.00
$45.00

Total Income:
Expenses: Electric
Total Expenses:
Balance March 20, 2017

$22.06
$22.06
$1,061.25

Submied by Foster Farone, WF4O
MARA Treasurer
8
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PVARC Secretary’s Report
PVARC Secretary’s Report
Page Valley Amateur Radio Club March 3, 2017 Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Dave Firestone
K4DPF at 6:30 PM at Tactical Walls in Shenandoah. (Thanks to
Tim KM4TGC and Carrie KM4WDX for the donation of the use of
the facility!)
12 members were in attendance
The Secretary's report and Treasurer's report were approved
Old Business:
Business
Committee reports:
reports
Technical Support Committee: Bob KI4VFP and Tim KM4TGC
installed a hamnet mesh network node at Tactical Walls
Web Site manager Dave K4DPF will update site with the new
membership list
Patrick KE4EI and Will N4WIL were nominated for the vacant
Board Member at Large position, Patrick deferred to Will,
and Will was confirmed by a unanimous vote.
Field Day:
Day Bob KI4VFP volunteered as the Field Day
Chairman and Morgan K4RHD volunteered to be his
assistant
Mark N4YSA reported on the Radio Purchase Committee

research results. Duffy AD4VA offered to look into a
discount at HRO. A motion was passed authorizing
the Board to execute one of the four purchasing options
at the Board’s discretion.
New Business:
Business
Mark N4YSA announced a T-hunt (Fox Hunt) sponsored by
ARES on March 25th at 10 AM with 2 hidden transmitters
and participation by Massanutten ARES as well as our
own Page ARES
Patrick KE4EI mentioned the Luray Festival of Spring is
coming up on May 13 and the club voted to participate.
Patrick will file the application and the club will reimburse
the application fee.
President Dave K4DPF suggested the Board review the Club
Bylaws for potential changes, particularly with respect to
the rules for a quorum.
A much appreciated benefactor offered a very generous
donation to the club.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 PM, followed by doughnuts
and a presentation of “RF Propagation and Link Budgets” by
Gary K6OZ
Respectfully submitted by Gary Fischer K6OZ,
K6OZ PVARC Secretary

PVARC Treasurer's Report
March 21, 2017
Beginning Balance

$3,820.41

Dona,ons
Dues
50/50
Total Deposits

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Misc
Total Disbursements

$0.00

Ending Balance

$0.00

$0.00

$3,820.41
Respectfully Submitted by Juergen Lunkwitz , W3LUV,
W3LUV PVARC Treasurer

The Monitor
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VARA Secretary’s Report
February 2017 VARA Minutes
The Valley Amateur Radio Association held its February meeting
on the 7th, at the Hometown Grill and Buffet. The meeting was
brought to order at 6:59 pm by President John Keller W4ZAO,
W4ZAO
with 27 members and guests present. The usual introductions
were made. The 50/50 drawing of $17.50 was won by Debbie
Fordham KB4WPE.
KB4WPE
ARES Report:
Report David Tanks AD4TJ,
AD4TJ EC for Augusta County,
announced that the next net will be February 9th, with Fred
N4KYM volunteering to be Net Control on the 146.850 repeater,
at 8 pm that night. David also showed the ARRL ARES Field
Manual that Roger Pience N1XP had printed up for all of our
Augusta County ARES members. See David after the meeting to
get your copy.
Secretary's report:
report David made a motion that we accept the report as printed in the newsletter; seconded and passed.
Contests and Special Events:
Events David reported on the pertinent
upcoming events.
Gordon Batey WA4FJC reported on the 147.075 repeater; it
went down on February 3rd, and they replaced it with the old
repeater until they can get it fixed.
Treasurer:
Treasurer Greg Czerniak W4GRC gave his report, motion
made, seconded, and passed.

W4JQT,
W4JQT and Doug Edwards
KA4NWK. Next month we will
KA4NWK
vote on them.
John reported on Field Day: MARA
committee members: Bob Steere
N1QEQ,
N1QEQ Herb Slade AA2BF,
AA2BF and Andrew
Pearson N4RCE.
N4RCE VARA members that
volunteered: David Fordham KD9LA,
KD9LA
Fred Costello KF4FC,
KF4FC and John W4ZAO.
W4ZAO
John will serve as the chairman of the
committee. We will probably operate 3A this year.
New business:
business Club name badges: Ed Varner N4EDI reported
they can be done for $7.95 each from Shenandoah Trophy. The
club voted to accept the offer, and Greg will take care of getting
them.
Christmas Banquet:
Banquet No discussion was made, as we did not
have a report from Lenny Vincent N4LXP on what he found out.
Fred brought up about having an AID available at the Field Day
site. John said he would bring it up at the FD committee meeting.
With no other business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at
7:33 pm.
John then showed an interesting video on the life of the founder
of Collins Radio.
Respectfully submitted,
David Tanks, AD4TJ,
AD4TJ VARA Secretary

First reading of new membership applications: Ken Anderson

VARA Minutes for March 2017
The meeting was opened at 7 pm by the President John Keller
W4ZAO.
W4ZAO 20 members and 4 guests were in attendance. The
usual introductions were made. The 50/50 drawing was won by
Al Bonck N3JB.
N3JB
2 new members were voted in: Doug Edwards KA4NWK,
KA4NWK and
W4JQT Ken Anderson.
Anderson
John gave us an update on Field Day preparations: We will hold
Field Day again at the Stokesville Campground/Observatory. We
will have 4 trailers with adequate spacing between them to hold
down on interference. We will have 3 HF stations: Sideband, CW,
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and Digital, so we will be in the 3A grouping this year.
The Secretary's report was accepted as printed in the Monitor.
The Treasurer's report was read and accepted.
No further information on the Christmas Party location was available.
With no further business to discuss, and no program to present,
the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Ray Colvin KE4HVR for David Tanks
AD4TJ
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Page County Va. ARES Frequencies
Repeaters
146.625 131.8
146.670 114.8
443.350 203.5

Simplex
Page ARES Channel 1 146.55
“
“
“ 2 146.40
“
“
“ 3 146.45
“
“
“ 4 146.50
“
“
“ 5 147.45
_____________________________________________________________________
ARES Contacts
Mark Hensley
Morgan Phenix
Bob Forrest

EC
AEC
AEC

N4YSA
K4RHD
WO4MI

540-578-1133

n4ysa@gmx.com
phenix@centurylink.net
wo4mi@arrl.net

Call Up Procedure
Call up for the Page County ARES members will be via 146.625R & Page ARES Channel 1. 146.55
simplex. You will be advised of the emergency and you assignment. In the event of power loss, inclement
weather or other emergency, monitor the Call up frequencies at the top of the hour.

VE Testing (No, we’re not talking about Canada)
The next session is on April 8th.
8th Sign-in starts at 9:00 am,
followed immediately by testing. Bring your ID, your original
license and a copy of same. The fee is $15.00. If you are an
accredited VE and would like to help, contact Gayle Shull, KU4XN
at gshu7411@gmail.com
Gerald, KN4FM

Get Involved!
Don’t forget:
forget The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out
your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear. Take advantage
of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local
hams. All hams are welcome!
welcome
The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550 simplex,
simplex the second Sunday on
the 146.670 (PL 114.8) repeater, and the remaining Sundays on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at 8:00 pm
local time.
The Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.550
simplex, all other Mondays on the 147.225(+) repeater (PL 131.8).
The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the
146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).
The NVTN (Northern
Northern Virginia Traffic Net)
Net meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.
The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All
hams are welcome!
The VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net) meets daily on 3.947 kHz at 6:00 PM local time. All hams are welcome!
welcome
The Monitor
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SB SPCL @ ARL $ARLX001
Past ARRL Midwest Division Director Lew Gordon, K4VX,
K4VX of Hannibal, Missouri, died on
February 25. He was 87. Although he had been suffering from cancer, Gordon had remained
active on the air until his death.

How’s DX
6W, Senegal:
Senegal 6W1SU is Ronald (VE3REV), who has moved to Dakar,
Senegal since August and will remain there for two or three years. He
plans to be active on 80-6 metres, "currently operating phone only but
hoping to tackle CW later". QSL via M0URX's OQRS www.m0urx.com/
oqrs/ ) for direct and bureau cards. See Www.qrz.com/db/6W1SU
for more information.
9A - Radio Club Libertas 9A4J will be active as 9A21RBM on 1-15 April.
The special callsign is a tribute for Ronald H. Brown, the US Secretary of
Commerce who was killed, along with 34 others, in a 1996 plane crash
near Dubrovnik. QSL via 9A4J or 9A5AX. [TNX 9A2AA]
9H, MALTA:
MALTA Special event station 9H2017EU is QRV until June 2017 to
mark the 2017 Maltese European Union Presidency. QSL direct to
9H1SP.
9Q, DEM. REP. OF THE CONGO:
CONGO Fernando, EA4BB (ex-9Q5BB, D2BB,
ST2BF, TU5JL, TZ6BB, Z21BB), is now active as 9Q6BB from Kinshasa (eastern part of the country) for up to the next 3 years. Activity has
been on 20/17 meters using CW. Operations are QRP using an Elecraft KX2 w/5w into a Vertical telescopic whip 5.2m antenna. QSL via
W3HNK.
A2 – Botswana:
Botswana Nobby, G0VJG and a large group of operators will be active again as A25UK (http://www.a25uk.com/)
from Botswana from 25 April to 5 May. They will operate
CW, SSB and RTTY on 160-6 metres with up to five stations.
QSL via M0OXO's OQRS (http://www.m0oxo.com/) and LoTW. [TNX DX
World]
DL, Germany:
Germany Operators of the club station DL0VBG from the railway
museum Vienenburg (DOK H09) will be working with the special event
call DR0HARZ (special DOK 25HSB) during 2017 to mark the 25th anniversary of the return of the narrow gauge Brocken Railway (1141m
asl). QSL via DF7AA (d/B).
F - Fought in France in April 1917, the Battle of Vimy Ridge "awakened
a sense of national identity in Canadians" which has been described as
"the moment when Canada leapt in spirit from colony to nation". Commemorating the centenary of Vimy Ridge, special event station
TM100VIMY will be active on 1-9 April. A multi-national team of seventeen operators will operate CW, SSB and RTTY on 160-6 metres around
the clock. QSL via N7RO, bureau, Club Log's OQRS and LoTW. See
http://ve100vimy.ca/ for more information.
LZ, Bulgaria:
Bulgaria Nasko/LZ1YE celebrates his 45th year on the air with the
call LZ45YE throughout the year. QRV on HF on SSB, CW, and digital
modes. QSL via LZ1YE (d/B). The Headquarter of the Thracian Rose

Club operates with the call LZ73TRC during 2017. QSL via
LZ1YE (d/B). Members of the Thracian Rose Club are going to
direct our attention to the 114th Roses Festival with the call
LZ114RF until July 31. QSL via LZ1YE (d/B). http://www.trcdx.org/
OH, Finland:
Finland Finnish hams will be using the prefix OF during 2017 to
celebrate their country's 100 years of independence.
OM, SLOVAK REPUBLIC:
REPUBLIC Special event station OM42KYSUCE is QRV until the end of June 2017 during the context of the 42nd ARDF Kysuca
Cup that will be held on June 16 to 18. QSL via OM3CND.
UA - Special event station RY83HN will be active from 17 March to 2
April for the 83rd Festival of the North (the "Polar Olympics") to be held
in Murmansk. QS via operator's instructions. [TNX qrz.ru]
XE, Mexico:
Mexico The radio club Queretaro (XE1RCQ) commemorates the
ratification of the Mexican Constitution 100 years ago with the call
6E0C until April 30. QSL via XE1EE (d/B).
YV, Venezuela:
Venezuela The Asociacion de Radioaficionados de Venezuela (ARV)
celebrates its 50th anniversary with the special call YV50ARV until the
year's end on HF (CW, SSB, digital modes). QSL via YV5DTA/W4DTA,
LolTW.

IOTA’s
AFAF-006 - VQ9:
VQ9 Jim, ND9M is going to be active again from Diego Garcia
(AF-006), Chagos. His VQ96JC license is valid until July, but he will try
and get VQ917JC, as he has used "year-specific special calls every year
starting in 2007". Plans are to be QRV for about three hours during his
evenings, as he has t o commute between his ship and his operating location on the island, then set up and break down each time. He
operates mainly CW, with some SSB and digital modes. QSL via home
call. [TNX OPDX Bulletin]
AFAF-021; ZS8: Prince Edward and Marion Islands: David/ ZS1BCE will
be stationed on Marion Island until May 2018 and plans to operate
during his spare time as ZS8Z on HF. QSL via ZS1LS.
ANAN-001—
001— div., Graham Land West (Adelaide Island) group:
group Alan/
MW0YCC will be active from the Rothera Research Station/Adelaide Island and other locations until April 2018 as VP8DPJ. QSL only via eQSL.
ASAS-015 - WEST MALAYSIA, 9M2:
9M2 Rich/PA0RRS will be active again as
9M2MRS from Penang Island until the end of January 2018. QRV on 4010m (CW, RTTY, JT65, JT9, and some SSB). QSL via PA0RRS (d/B),
ClubLog, LoTW, eQSL.

This month’s bulle,n was made possible with informa,on provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bulle,n, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,
DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
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ASAS-071 – UA:
UA The website for the R71RRC IOTA expedition to Arakamchechen Island (AS-071) [425DXN 1345] is now up and running:
http://r71rrc.ru/en/. Plans are for three operators to be QRV on 40, 30,
20 and 17 metres CW and SSB with two stations. Depending on local
conditions, activity is expected to take place for "at least 5-7 days" between 7 and 17 April. QSL via UA3AKO, direct or bureau; OQRS on Club
Log.
EUEU-026 – JW:
JW Kaare, LA8EKA (JW8EKA)and Morten, LA9BX (JW9BX)
will be active from Longyearbyen (EU-026), Svalbard on 21-22 March.
They will operate SSB and possibly some CW on 80-10 metres. QSL via
home calls, direct or bureau. [TNX The Daily DX]
NANA-008 - CANADA, VE:
VE Members of the Eureka Amateur Radio Club
station VY0ERC will be QRV from Eureka, Ellesmere Island, IOTA NA008, beginning January 22 until early April 2017. Activity will be when
conditions allow. QSL direct to M0OXO.

Contests & QSO Parties
For more details and information, go to:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html

1-2 15-Meter SSTV Dash Contest
1 LZ Open 40m Sprint Contest
1-2 Missouri QSO Party
1-2 Mississippi QSO Party
1-2 SP DX Contest
1-2 EA RTTY Contest
2 North American SSB Sprint Contest
2 RSGB RoLo SSB
3 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW
4 ARS Spartan Sprint
5 Phone Fray
5-6 CWops Mini-CWT Test
5 UKEICC 80m Contest
6 NRAU 10m Activity Contest
6 SARL 80m QSO Party
7 NCCC RTTY Sprint
7 NCCC Sprint
8-9 JIDX CW Contest
8-9 PODXS 070 Club PSK 31 Flavors Contest
9-10 QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party
8-9 OK/OM DX Contest, SSB
8-9 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon
8-9 Texas State Parks on the Air
8-9 New Mexico QSO Party
8-9 Georgia QSO Party
8-9 Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest
9 International Vintage Contest HF
9 Hungarian Straight Key Contest
12 NAQCC CW Sprint
12 Phone Fray
12-13 CWops Mini-CWT Test
14 NCCC RTTY Sprint
14 NCCC Sprint
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OCOC-098 - E5_nc:
E5_nc Cezar, VE3LYC plans to be active as E51LYC from
Pukapuka Atoll (OC
OCOC-098),
098 North Cook Islands on 9-23 May. This IOTA
group was last activated more than 22 years ago. He will operate CW
and SSB on 40-10 metres. More information is expected in due
course. [TNX DX World]
OCOC-130 – DU: Marc, ON5SM will be active again as DU9/ON5SM from
Cagayan de Oro on the island of Mindanao (OC-130), Philippines from
4 April to 24 May. He will operate SSB, digital and SSTV on 80-6 metres. QSL via home call, direct or bureau. He will not use LoTW or Club
Log. [TNX The Daily DX]
SASA-028 – PY:
PY Look for PY2/LU9EFO, PU2KBD/p and PU7TDX/p to be
active from Ilha de Sao Sebastiao (SA
SASA-028)
028 on 24-26 March. They will
operate SSB on various bands. QSL via operator's instructions. [TNX DX
World]

14-15 Holyland DX Contest
15 ES Open HF Championship
15-16 Worked All Provinces of China DX Contest
15-16 YU DX Contest
15-16 CQ Manchester Mineira DX Contest
1515-16 Michigan QSO Party
15-16 EA-QRP CW Contest
1515-16 Ontario QSO Party
1515-16 North Dakota QSO Party
15 Feld Hell Sprint
16 WAB 3.5/7/14 MHz Data Modes
16 ARRL Rookie Roundup, SSB
17 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
17 Low Power Spring Sprint
17 144 MHz Spring Sprint
19 Phone Fray
19-20 CWops Mini-CWT Test
21 NCCC RTTY Sprint
21 NCCC Sprint
22 QRP to the Field
22-23 UK/EI DX Contest, CW
2-23 SP DX RTTY Contest
2222-23 Nebraska QSO Party
24 BARTG Sprint 75
25 222 MHz Spring Sprint
26 SKCC Sprint
RTTY
26 Phone Fray
26-27 CWops Mini-CWT Test
26 UKEICC 80m Contest
27 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data
28 NCCC RTTY Sprint
28 NCCC Sprint
29 Feld Hell Sprint
29-30 10-10 Int. Spring Contest, Digital
29-30 Helvetia Contest
2929-30 Florida QSO Party
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*Deadline for newsletter articles is the 20th of the preceding month of publication.

Calendar of Local Events
April
1 APRIL FOOLS DAY
2 Page County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
3 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
3 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
4 VARA Club Meeting
6 MARA Club Meeting
7 PVARC Club Meeting
7 Friday Luncheon
9 Page County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
10 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
13 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL131.8)
14 Friday Luncheon
14 Good Friday
15 TAX DAY
16 EASTER
16 Page County ARES Net (146.670, PL 114.8)
17 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.225, PL 131.8)
17Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
20 Deadline for May newsletter submission*
21 Friday Luncheon
23 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
24 Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225, PL 131.8)
24 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
28 Friday Luncheon
30 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)

May
1 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
1 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
2 VARA Club Meeting
4 MARA Club Meeting
5 PVARC Club Meeting
5 Friday Luncheon
7 Page County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
8 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
8 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL131.8)
12 Friday Luncheon
14 Mother's Day
14 Page County ARES Net (146.670, PL 114.8)
15 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.225, PL 131.8)
15 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
19 Friday Luncheon
20 Deadline for June newsletter submission*
21 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
22 Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225, PL 131.8)
22 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
26 Friday Luncheon
28 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
29 Memorial Day

The club newsletter, The Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all
members of all three clubs via email distribution, in PDF format. However, it is the
individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter editor directly of all
changes in email address. Electronic back issues are available on the MARA
website: <http://mara.ws
http://mara.ws>
http://mara.ws
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their
monthly club meeting) should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate
and resolve the problem with distribution. Members who are using the latest
updated version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor
email attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.
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Club Information
MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION

President:
President Andrew Pearson, N4RCE
Vice President: Bryan Daniels, K4RMY
Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF
Treasurer:
Treasurer Foster Farone, WF4O
Board (exp 2017): James Franklin, W4SIU
Board (exp 2016): Bob Steere, N1QEQ

President: John Keller, W4ZAO
Vice President: Ed Varner, N4EDI
Secretary:
Secretary David Tanks, AD4TJ
Treasurer: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC

http://mara.ws
MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

http://w4xd.com
VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at the Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond
Road in Staunton, Virginia
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm,
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm

Visitors are always welcome
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to:
VARA
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 2440124401-1661

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

President: Dave Firestone, K4DPF
Vice President: Gene Frazier, KJ4HFO
Secretary: Gary Fischer, K6OZ
Treasurer: Juergen Lunkowitz, W3LUV
Board Member (exp 2018): Tim Matter, KM4TGC
Board Member (exp 2017): Gary Fischer, K6OZ

http://www.k4pmh.org

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month
at Tactical Walls at 611 Williams Avenue in
Shenandoah, VA.
The meeting begins at 6:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 22835-0245

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc.
for members of the three amateur radio clubs
in the Central Shenandoah Valley.
Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment
to all club members in good standing.
Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies.
Contact the president of your respective club
for information on paper copies.
Back issues are freely available on the MARA website
starting a few months after publication.
Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships,
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a
timely basis to individuals who are not club members.
Occasional complimentary current copies are
provided to prospective members free of charge.
Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies
at club expense to various constituencies.
Contact your respective club officers for more information.
Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization,
the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair
Use Provisions of copyright law.
Copyright notices must be respected.

The Monitor
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MARA/VARA/PVARC
c/o John Spillman
168 Bosley Drive Ext.
Stanley, VA 22851
Phone: 540-860-1332
Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

MARA
VARA
PVARC

