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PVARC Meeting February 2
The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its regular meeting on February 2nd at 6:30pm at Tactical
Walls.
Walls The address is: 611 Williams Avenue.
Avenue On the north end of Shenandoah, turn east from US Route 340
onto Williams Avenue, go through the gate, park along the right side of the building. The entrance is
around the building to the right. All Amateurs, their families and friends are welcome.

VARA Meeting February 6
The Valley Amateur Radio Association,
Association will hold its February 6th meeting at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old
Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA. Dinner starts at 6:00pm, and the general meeting begins at
7:00pm. All Amateurs, their families and friends are welcome.

MARA Meeting February 1
The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc.,
Inc will hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, February 1st at
the Wood Grill on Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.
All Amateurs, their families and friends are welcome.

Weekly Friday Luncheon
The Friday weekly casual lunch meetings are at Hometown Grille & Buffet (Old
Shoney’s) at 30 Sanger Lane, Staunton, VA at 11:00AM. Directions: I-81 to Exit 222,
Richmond Rd. & Rte. 250. Turn East, Hometown Grille & Buffet will be on the left
across the street from Mrs. Rowe’s.

Well, Here It Is!
Here is what?
what
Your very last issue of the Monitor, of course.
That is, unless you have renewed your club membership for
2018.
Don’t miss out. Turn to the last page of this issue (inside the back
cover) and complete and mail the renewal form with your check
today. If your club treasurer doesn’t receive it by the February
club meeting, well, — let’s just say that you’ll be sorry.
At Left : An unnamed ham from Harrisonburg is disrobed and escorted to the Bear Den repeater site
after failing to renew his club dues by the end of the February meeting.
(From the February 2004 issue of the Monitor)

From the President’s Desk
To coin a phrase, ... "Greetings, Hamsters!"
I am looking forward to serving you this year to as
President. I also want to again express my deepest
appreciation for those hams who volunteered to chair
the committees to spearhead our public service
events this coming year:
Jeff Rinehart W4PJW,
W4PJW chairing the Shenandoah 100
Bike Race on September 2;
Greg Czerniak W4GRC,
W4GRC chairing the Valley Ride for
Heroes Veterans Bike Ride on September 8;
Ray Colvin KE4HVR,
KE4HVR chairing the VARA Family Picnic
on September 15;
Gordon Batey, WA4FJC,
WA4FJC chairing the Grindstone 100
Footrace on October 5-7; and
Lenny Vincent N4LXP,
N4LXP chairing the Fall Foliage Bike
Festival in mid-October.
You may wish to put these dates on your calendars
now. (We expect the Fall Foliage Bike Ride to be the
weekend of October 19-21, but they have not yet formalized their date.) All of these events are lots of

fun, a good excuse to get
out of the house and play
radio. The weather is usually good,
the foliage is gorgeous, the people
are wonderful, and the fellowship
on the air makes you glad you're a
ham operator.
Important Reminder: All VARA
members are urged to attend both the February and
March club meetings, which will have some very important business. The officers will be presenting their
work over the past month preparing the application for
a corporate charter. We would like everyone to come
out and participate in the formation of the successor
organization to the informal association we have been
using for many years.
And finally, don't forget the many contests coming up
in February and March. It is great that we have such
great participation on the air, in spite of being in a valley, in the middle of a radio quiet zone!
Happy hamming,
David R. Fordham, KD9LA
President, VARA

Under the Weather
Diane Smiley (Wife of Harold (Pat) Smiley KD4WWF)
In the hospital. Pat KD4WWF was on the VFN tonight and said Diane had been doing therapy to
learn what to expect with her prosthesis. As of now
the operation is scheduled for Tuesday January 23.
Lets all keep Diane, Pat and Shane in our prayers
during this process.
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Attention all VARA members:

Important VARA Business at the
February Meeting
All members of the Valley Amateur Radio Association
are urged to attend the February club meeting,
Tuesday night, February 6th, at the Hometown Grill in
Staunton, Virginia.
Your current club officers, along with volunteer
counsel Pat Morgan AK4VQ,
AK4VQ have been working
diligently all month, meeting as a group, working long
hours. We have been drafting a new set of by-laws
which meets the state requirements for application as
a Virginia non-stock entity (e.g., a corporation with
members instead of owners), as well as the IRS rules
for non-profit corporations. The officers and Pat have
also been working on our Articles of Incorporation,
application paperwork, and loads of other legal
requirements.
These documents will be formally presented to the
membership at the February meeting.
Technically and legally, this is the formation of a new
club, intended to replace the informal (and quasilegal) association we now have. However, the officers
are following the letter of the current by-laws, which
requires the membership to approve any major
change such as this. Technically, one could consider
this action to be "dissolution" of the current association, with transfer of assets to the new corporation.
Such changes require a "first reading" at a club meeting, with a vote at the following club meeting.
Given the advance distribution of the new corporate

by-laws, it is hoped that any and all concerns and
issues with the proposed new by-laws will be brought
to the Board prior to the February meeting for resolution, clarification, and possible modification.
It is hoped that a “first
first reading"
reading can occur at the
February meeting, with a formal vote taking place at
the March meeting, after which the formal application
to the State Corporation Commission can be made.
After approval and granting of the charter, the officers
will the proceed with much other formal and legal
work, such as obtaining a PO box, application for a
corporate tax ID number, opening a corporate bank
account, preparation of a corporate inventory of
equipment, application for non-profit status with the
IRS, and a number of other formalities and bureaucratic work to optimize the well-being of the club and
its members.
Your officers have put in many hours of work in trying
to keep the new corporation as much like the old
association as legally possible. Several drafts of the
new by-laws have been prepared, reviewed with finetooth combs, revised, reviewed again, revised again,
and so forth, as we strive to ensure the new VARA,
Inc., will look exactly like our current VARA association,
just with additional protections, reduced risk, and other advantages, and with no real negative impacts
whatsoever, on members or our operations.
In addition the February meeting, you might wish to
put the March meeting on your calendar too, if it isn't
already there. Both of these meetings will be very
important to our club's future.

2017 ARRL EME Contest Report On K4EME's Effort
Cowles Andrus K4EME participated in the above contest this past fall. Using his 432 MHz setup( 8 x 33 element yagis and 1 KW for transmit, 4 x 22 element vertical yagis for receive ), and 1296 MHz( using a 10 foot
C-band satellite dish and 500 watts ), he placed 9th out of 19 world-wide entries in the Single Operator, All
Mode, All Band category, with a score of 221,400 points. He made 54 contacts total, with all but 2 using the
WSJT mode of JT65B and JT65C; the other 2 were on CW. He placed 3rd out of 6 US entries in that category.
Congratulations, Cowles!
Submitted by David AD4TJ
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Whiskey! Whiskey! Fox! Fox!
Whiskey! Whiskey! Fox! Fox!
WWFF: World Wide Flora and Fauna
Everyone probably remembers, or has at least heard
of, the National Parks on the Air (NPOTA) program.
When it ended, many people felt a void and wished
the program would continue. It turns out that a similar
program – operating at an international level – already exists: World Wide Flora and Fauna, or WWFF.
The group encourages operating from parks all over
the world with the slogan, “Make nature your shack!”
But it wasn't until NPOTA ended that the WWFF program gained traction in the US. Now that the program
has made it stateside, many of us have enjoyed activating parks or hunting those portable operators. If
you're familiar with Summits on the Air (SOTA), this
program is similar. Here are a few facts:
Unlike SOTA, you don't have to hike up mountains!
Many activators even operate from their vehicle, in the park’s parking lot.
Not every park is part of the program, but up to
200 can be added per year in the US. The program already includes far more than just national parks.
Closest to the Valley are Shenandoah National
Park and Rapidan Wildlife Management Area.
Coming soon: the GW and Jefferson National
Forest!
The program includes tiered awards generally given for reaching milestones like activating a
certain number of parks or contacting a certain number of parks as a “hunter”
Activating Parks in Washington State
During a trip to Washington State in Summer 2017, I
visited Lake Chelan State Park near the North Cascades. The lake is 50 miles long, the 3rd deepest in
the US, and hosts a vacation community popular with
boaters, campers, wine tourists, and families visiting
the lakeside beaches. One of the entry-level WWFF
awards I've been most interested in chasing is for activating parks in a given number of states. The entrylevel award is given for activating parks in seven different states. Up until recently, WWFF only required
ten QSOs for US-recognized activation credit – today,
44 are required. I had visited two other parks in
4

Washington in days prior, including pale blue, glacierfed Diablo lake. I netted four QSOs at the first park
and nine over two days at Diablo. Washington was
supposed to be my linchpin for the seven-states activation award. Back in Virginia where I live, there are
six other nearby states that seem plausible for me to
activate in a reasonable amount of time. A seventh
state is tough for me though, requiring a big trip and
lots of planning no matter what. A chance trip to Seattle gave me a welcomed opportunity. As you might
imagine, I was feeling a bit of pressure by the time I
got a chance at the third park.
A Memorable Day at Lake Chelan
My wife (KG4IFR) dropped me off in the morning before touring area wineries with an old friend. I was, in
essence, trapped at this park for the day. Wine isn't
my thing anyway, and they were happy to have some
time together, while I was happy to have a last
chance at an activation. I had drinks and plenty of
snacks; I have activation food and drink down to a
science now (a hunk of crusty bread, cheese, avocado, fruit, and bottled water in case you were wondering).
I set up at the most secluded picnic table I could find,
my usual pattern, although there really wasn't anywhere secluded at this park. I watched people pass
on the way to the restrooms, watched some kids playing in a nearby amphitheater, and watched families
walk down the path to the beach. I listened to the occasional interference from boat engines racing by,
the distant sound of their exhaust in one ear and the
tick-tick-tick-tick of their ignition in the other. It was
infrequent and quiet enough that I didn't bother filtering it out; somehow it added to the overall feeling of
this particular park. QSOs were slow coming, but
coming all the same. My first was N4EX, and that felt
good – my 5W was getting all the way across the
country.
After a few hours, one particular family was walking
the path to the beach. A little boy with them, maybe 8
years old, comes running up to me. "What are you doing?" he asked. I imagined what was going through
the minds of the adults, this kid running up to me, a
strange guy with a big beard sitting alone at a picnic
table strewn with odd equipment. Luckily, the park is
only a few hours from Seattle, so I was probably less
strange and scary than I imagined myself to look. I
asked the boy if he knew about ham radio or Morse
code. He didn't (perhaps unsurprisingly), so I exFebruary 2018

plained to him it was a code you could use to talk to
other people, and that I was using this radio to see
how many people I could reach, and that I could earn
points and awards. I unplugged the headphones and
kept up my CQ over the speaker so he could listen. He
asked how many people I had reached, and how far
away. Luckily I had N4EX in the logs: North Carolina
seemed to impress the kid. After a few minutes, he
went running down the hill to the beach. I hoped he
might remember the moment and have a spark of interest some time in the future.

tacts, and had a few kind souls stick with me as I
butchered their callsigns or they followed me to a different band for another contact. My 6Ah Bioenno
pack went flat at some point, but thankfully after I
had made the requisite 10 contacts. I kept going until
the Eneloops in the KX3 also went flat, wanting to
pad my log with a few extra contacts. At some point,
that same kid came back. "How many do you have
now?" I looked at the notes scribbled in my log book
and told him, although I don't remember the number
anymore. "Cool!" he said, and went running off again.

My day carried on. I made a park-to-park contact or
two, tried unsuccessfully to make some psk31 con-

73 de K4IZ, Detrick Merz

DIY by Howard Zehr, K4LXY
Wurlitzer piano parts
I thought you might enjoy my latest project.
I had a box of Wurlitzer piano parts here (multiple copies of two different parts). My artist daughter took most of them
back to New York City with her today, and may make a sculpture or some such with them, but I kept a few.
I decided to see if I could make a functioning straight key using - except for hardware and electrical - only piano
parts. Attached is the result.
Also attached is a paddle I made from a clothespin some years ago.
I’ve got some of the parts left - any additional project ideas?
I’m on a roll. Here is my latest key, made from a typewriter part with very little modification.
It actually feels pretty good.
Howard, K4LXY

Strange Sounds?
Ever wonder what all those weird sounds are on certain frequencies?
Check this out - let me know if any of the information is incorrect as I have printed this out and have it posted at my operating position for easy reference.
http://www.qsl.net/sv1grb/psk31.htm
PSK, RTTY, JT65, JT9 & FT8 Frequencies - SV1GRB Amateur Radio website
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Cumberland
County to the
Cumberland
Gap). My last position was as the
supervisor for the 25th District
Court, a court district that
extends along the WV border
(Covington and Bath, Alleghany,
Highland and Craig Counties) to
the interior serving Augusta,
Staunton, Waynesboro,
Rockbridge, Lexington, Buena
Vista, and Botetourt County).
I've traveled the 15th ARRL District extensively and have quad
communications in my vehicle.
Roger Pience, N1XP, the current DEC-15, is stepping
down from the position pending a move with wife
Karen, N3TCT, to Maine to be nearer family &
grandchildren.

New ARES of Virginia DEC for District 15
Please welcome Ronald (Ron) Telsch, K3YEO, to the
position of ARES of Virginia District Emergency
Coordinator for District 15. He presently serves as
the EC for Rockbridge County. Ron comes with stellar
qualifications, in his own words:
Locally I'm on the LEPC, community volunteer leader
for the Red Cross, CERT, and a firefighter and EMT.
I'm up to date on the new interoperability radio
system, Winlink, SKYWARN- NWS, and we are
installing an amateur station inside our new EOC to
compliment the one we have at the hospital. I'm also
the Virginia Program Lead for Red Cross for Disaster
Health Services for the entire state. As an Extra
operator I am also a VE with ARRL and Laurel VEC's.
I am retired from government [public safety] but
quite active as you can see. At one time I supervised
state services for 58 counties and cities (from

Dayton Hamvention 2018
May 18—
18—20
Green County Fairgrounds and Expo Center
<hamvention.org
hamvention.org>
hamvention.org

Welcome to Frostfest

We are officially kicking off Frostfest 2018!

The largest hamfest in the Mid-Atlantic will be held on Saturday, February 3, 2018 at the Richmond Raceway Complex. Everything you need to
know about Frostfest can be found here www.frostfest.com , and regular updates will also be made to our Facebook page,
page, and our Twitter feed!
feed
Many of your favorite vendors are already committed, and there will be more to come. Get a table or two and sell your excess equipment.
We look forward to seeing you at Frostfest 2018!
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YAESU FTFT-757GX II with Yaesu MH-1 dynamic mike, vibroplex semi-auto key and
Operating and Service manuals. Asking $275.00

MFJ 3 KW VERSA TUNER model 989C. Unit has 2 coaxial and one open wire input
on the rear panel. Instruction manual included. Asking $250.00

ASTRON RSRS-35M 12 Volt - 35 Amp DC supply with schematic.

Asking $175.00

All equipment in good working order. System was tested on air both on SSB & CW
margeal@comcast.net> or 540Contact information -- E-mail - <margeal@comcast.net>
540-949949-7803
Al Bonck -- N3JB

Monterey repeater connected to echolink
I now have the Monterey 147.180 repeater connected to echolink. Please feel
free to connect to WD4ITN-R
I would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to Jeff WD4VA for his help with getting the
repeater connected to echolink.
73 JERRY WD4ITN

Local Contest Results
NAQP SSB
Hi all. Well the contest didn't go as I had planned. Montezuuuuuuma
Got me off to a late start and stayed with me that day and eve.
I heard KD9LA and tried to get W4ZAO to go up 5 after his qso with a
Lynchburg station but I guess I missed him.
I did contact and talk to W4PFM. Was good to hear Paul again. Usually pick him up in the 10m test.
Anyway below are my stats. Not to good but at least it can add to the
team score.
73
Sandy K4PZC
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NAQP SSB, continued
I got a late start this year. I discovered that my 10-year-old G5RV has
some broken strands and needs to be replaced.
I worked a couple of hours, then took an hour for dinner, then worked
again until bedtime. Not as many hours as John, but a tad more than
Jeff, although I didn't rack up as many QSOs or Points as Jeff.
Total Score: 14,640 points.
183 contacts, 73 multipliers, 7 countries, although I count 9. For some unknown reason, N1MM is not recognizing St
Helena, ZD7FT, nor is it counting ZF1AFS, either, for either QSO credit or for multipliers. So I may end up with an upward
adjustment. I know I got the calls correct.
The only local station I worked was W4ZAO. I heard W4PJW make a contact just ahead of me one time, but he apparently
didn't hear me calling a minute later up 5 from our mutual running contact.
Band-by band:
I don't have 160m capability.
80m: 44 contacts, I didn't even start this band until 9 pm when 40 closed.
40m 63 contacts. I didn't start this band until around 8 pm when 20 closed.
20m: 76 contacts. Every time I ran up and down the band, I got a new station, and often a new multiplier, so I didn't
bother switching bands.
15m I had read where the band conditions were bad enough to not bother with 15, and I couldn't get my broken G5RV
to load up on 15 anyway. no contacts and no attempts on this band. Probably hurt my score since others had such good
luck and I could have used the multipliers.
I never tried 10m either.
Worked 40 states, all except Alaska (although I heard several), Delaware, Idaho, Montana, Ohio, Oregon, Oklahoma,
South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. I heard lots of Ohio stations, but they never heard me.
I wasted some time trying (successfully, eventually!) to snag Arkansas and Rhode Island, two of the final three states I
need for WAS on LOTW.
80 of my contacts have already confirmed via LOTW, including K5RW in Arkansas, so my time spent lollygagging waiting
on him paid off.
I though you weren't supposed to use amplifiers in this contest, but I heard an awful lot of stations booming like amps
echo'ing, splattering up and down 5 kHz from their frequency. 8P5A, as usual, was nice and strong for the entire duration on all bands. In fact, long after dark, they were still the only signal on 20m. Lots of California and Texas stations on
all bands I worked.
Enjoyable weekend.
David Fordham KD9LA
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I wasn't part of the Valley Hams Contest group effort this time because I wasn't sure I could even make a part time effort
and as most of you know Phone Contests are just not My Thing anyway.
I did have the built-in digital voice recorder going and if it weren't for that, I probably would have done even less. I managed 6 hours and 34 minutes of on/air time during which I worked 242 stations - not a great rate but I did enjoy myself.
The only local I worked was John W4ZAO.
Here is an interesting chart that the N1MM logging program provides. Of course you can see it better in N1MM logger but
even here, reduced in size, it still shows pretty well what has been worked at my station.

Here is the breakdown of my part time effort.

Condx were rough. Very noisy bands. Cudn’t get anything going until well past SS on 80 and 160. Best full 60 minutes =
89 / Hr. on 80M. Had trouble with EU calling me on 160! They never would give their name. Finally, instead of CQ, I used
NA NA WS6X NA. That put an end to it. Surprised how early WC coast came in on 160. QRN / QSB made some names really tuff! Weird names: Wizzir, Slim and at least 400 “Dudes”!! What the heck was up with that?
Jeff, sri I plugged your call. I was so excited to hear a local, I started to send your name. Got to “JE” when I realized I hadn’t sent ur call! Duh!!
Hope ya’ll had a good time!
Off to church,
Total time 9 Hrs. 56 Min.
Band QSOs Pts Sec Mt2 Pt/Q
1.8 115 115 40 0 1.0
3.5 153 153 38 0 1.0
7 135 135 41 0 1.0
14 67 67 27 1 1.0
21 36 36 14 0 1.0
Total 506 506 160 1 1.0
Score: 81,466
1 Mult = 3.1 Q's
Jim – WS6X
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NAQP SSB
Hi everyone, here are the results of my SSB NAQP contest:
Score 56,515
445 QSO's
1.8
3.5
7
14
21

125
127
97
76
20

most I have ever done in a contest

9.45 minutes contesting
John W4ZAO
Lol, that should be 9.45 hours not minutes. I wish it was minutes.. W4ZAO

ARRL RTTY
That Ol' Time RTTY works good for me but I pooped out about half way through as my wore out right leg was acting up
some again and I didn't want to exacerbate the thing any more. I worked Jim WS6X and AD4TJ plus I heard stations working K4PZC.
Band conditions seemed pretty good except for 15 and 10 never seemed to open up at all. I ran full 100 watts the entire
time and mostly S&P. While doing S&P stations seemed to answer right away but just couldn't get anything started by
calling CQ. I guess 100 watts just didn't cut through all the QRM? Total Time On 05:34. Not too bad for a half time effort.
I didn't hear BOB W8HGH but sounds like he did really well.

W4PJW Summary from N1MM+ Logger:
Next weekend will be the SSB version of this same contest North American QSO Party, SSB. I may work it some since my
rig has a built-in Digital Voice Recorder. Maybe I can get it set up so I don't have to say anything???? That would be kinda like CW or RTTY - right??
Looks like the next big one will be CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW on Jan 27, 28. "See ya in the Contest"
Jeff W4PJW e-mail: W4PJW@arrl.net
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RTTY contesting is a lot of fun, even when condx are not so hot. My 5 hrs. 16 mins. of puttering this weekend netted:
Band

QSOs

Pts Sec DXC Pt/Q

3.5

125

125 38

4 1.0

7

97

97 6

5 1.0

14

31

31

253

253 49 9 1.0

Total

5

0 1.0

Score: 14,674
Best full 60 minutes = 66 Qs
Best runs:
2018-01-07 0131 - 0215Z,

3577 kHz, 52 Qs, 70.4/hr WS6X

2018-01-07 2039 - 2056Z, 14085 kHz, 23 Qs, 82.6/hr WS6X
2018-01-07 2106 - 2131Z,

7059 kHz, 29 Qs, 67.4/hr WS6X

2018-01-07 2200 - 2225Z,

7093 kHz, 28 Qs, 65.0/hr WS6X

73,
Jim – WS6X

NAQP CW
Wow Jim! You did great! Also, Ray K2HYD, very good score of 10K+ points! I did not put in much time, just too much else
to do. A paltry 4,950 points in 2 hours 52 minutes operating time.
80 6 Qs

6 Sections

40 50 Qs 21 Sections
20 54 Qs 17 Sections, 1 DX( 6Y6J MAS in Jamaica )
110 Qs, 44 Sections, 1 DX
As usual, some names did not match up with the Call History( probably my TJ threw some, too ). And some were operating
from other states than what was listed.
Interesting names: IZ, GATOR( no, not in Florida! Texas ), DUDE, SUMMER, GEO, NIZ, SLIM, MAS, TREE, IRA, GRAY.
TS-2000X, N1MM+, 15 foot tall 40/80/160 Inverted L.
73, David AD4TJ
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NAQP CW, continued
Finally woke up.
Congrats to all. Wow Jim you did really well. I worked Jim
twice. He's the only one I heard.
I had a fun time. Did S&P but that was like running since
there was so much activity.
I worked the entire time with the exception of a supper
break. 45 min.
Don't guess I did to bad for a phone guy.

Sandy (alias MOON) K4PZC

Unofficial Results Of The SVW
Contest Club In The NAQP Jan
2018 SB Contest
Happy New Year from the mountains of
Vermont! -3 on the mountain. Flip flop weather

Unofficial Results Of The SVW Contest Club In
The NAQP Jan 2018 SB Contest

Alan, K4LFP

The local contest club, " SHENANDOAH VALLEY WIRELESS ", had a team of 5 local hams enter it.
The combined unofficial score of 100,636 points, if
applied to last year's contest, would have placed
them in 25th place out of 88 other teams from the
US and Canada! Last year's team placed 30th out of
87 teams.
This year's team consisted of:
W4ZAO 16,640 points
KD9LA 56,515 points
K4PZC 24,384 points
W4PFM 19,095 points
N1QEQ 4,002 points
Congratulations, team!
73, David AD4TJ,
AD4TJ Manager for the SVW contest club
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Foundation for Amateur Radio Applications Available
Thanks Zory, KB3VQC

Scholarship Information & Application
The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc. will be awarding a total of 54 scholarships, worth an aggregate of $100,575 for the 2018/2019 academic year. Those scholarships range in value from $500
to $5,000 each.
Note that the QCWA and Chichester scholarships have a requirement that you obtain a recommendation from the QCWA or an ARRL affiliated club, respectively. When you apply, you are
applying for all of the scholarships for which you qualify. Getting the recommendations qualifies
you for an additional $47,000 in scholarships!
A complete list of this year’s scholarships and their requirements may be found at:

2018 FAR Scholarship List
You may obtain a copy of the 2018 application form by using the link below. Please note that
we’re only accepting electronic submissions that age generated when you click the Submit button
at the end of the form.

2018 FAR Scholarship Application Form
(Updated 1 Jan 2018)

Foundation for Amateur Radio Scholarship List
The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc. 2018 Scholarship List Rev 3 -- 3 Jan 2018 Washington, DC
The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc., will be administering the scholarships listed below for the coming academic year, ranging from $500 to $5,000 each. All applicants must meet the following minimum requirements:
• Hold a valid US or foreign amateur radio license,
• Be enrolled, or have been accepted for enrollment, at an accredited university, college or technical school.
• Applicants who attend a school located outside of the United States must enclose a brochure describing the
school.
A total of 55 scholarships worth an aggregate of $101,075 will be awarded.
In order to be considered for the Chichester and QCWA scholarships, applicants must obtain the appropriate
recommendations.
These 23 scholarships are worth $46,000 in aggregate.
1. The five (5) 10-10 International Net, Inc., Scholarships pay $2,000 each.
a. There is no restriction on the course of study.
b. Applicants must seek an Associate, Bachelors or Graduate degree.
c. Non-US amateurs are eligible.
2. The Ralph V. "Andy" Anderson KØNL Scholarship pays $1,000.
a. There is no restriction on the course of study, but
b. Preference will be given to applicants pursuing a degree in Journalism.
The Monitor
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c. Applicants must be residents of the U.S. or its territories.
d. Applicants must be seeking a Bachelor’s degree.
e. Minimum license requirement - General Class.
3. The Bergen Amateur Radio Association scholarship pays $575.
a. Applicants who are residents of New Jersey are preferred
b. Applicants must be pursuing an Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in an engineering or scientific discipline
4. The Rose Ellen Bills Memorial Scholarship pays $2,000.
a. There is no restriction on the course of study.
b. Applicants must be a resident of the U.S. or its territories
c. Pursuing a Bachelor’s degree
5. The R. G. and J.R. Chichester Memorial Scholarship pays $2,000.
a. Applicants must be members of the ARRL and
b. be recommended by an ARRL-affiliated club (they need not be a member of the club).
c. There is no restriction on the course of study
d. Applicant must be pursuing a Bachelor’s degree
e. Preference will be given to Texas residents living in the metropolitan areas of Austin, Kerrville or San
Antonio
f. Minimum license requirement - General Class
(To locate an ARRL-affiliated club near you, go to!http://www.arrl.org/find
http://www.arrl.org/findhttp://www.arrl.org/find-a-club.)
club
6. The Columbia Amateur Radio Association sponsors two scholarships.
The Art Goldman, N3OY, Memorial Scholarship pays $2,000
The Don Rees, W4VQA, Memorial Scholarship pays $2,000.
a. Applicants must be US citizens
b. Pursuing an Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree or a certificate from a trade school or technical school
c. Maryland residents are preferred.
7. The Free State Amateur Radio Club Scholarship pays $1,000.
a. Applicants must be U.S. citizens
b. Residing in MD, DE, PA, VA or WV and
c. Applicant must be enrolled or accepted for a course in technical studies.
d. Applicants must seek an Associate, Bachelor’s or Graduate degree
e. From a college or university in the United States.
8. The Friendship Amateur Radio Club of Ocala, Florida scholarship pays $1,500.
a. Applicants must reside in Florida
b. Preference will be given to applicants from the counties of Marion, Levy, Citrus, Alachua, Sumter,
Lake, Putnam, or Volusia
c. Applicants must be pursuing an associate, bachelors or advanced degree
d. at an accredited college or university
e. In any field
f. Preference will be given to students pursuing degrees in electrical or computer engineering.
9. The Robert Michael, N3FA, Scholarship presented by the Murgas Amateur Radio Club pays $500.
14
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a.
b.
c.
d.

The applicants’ home address must be in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and he, or she, must
Seek a Bachelor’s degree
From a U.S. college or university.
There is no restriction on the course of study.

10. The Tulare County Memorial Scholarship pays $1,000.
a. Applicants must be working towards a Bachelors or higher degree
b. In engineering or computer science, and
c. Be residents of the State of California.
d. Preference will be given to applicants who
1. Are living in Tulare County, California and
2. Who have not previously received a FAR scholarship.
11. The Lawrence E. and Thelma J. Norrie Memorial Scholarship, pays $2,500.
a. Applicant must be a U.S. resident.
b. Preference will be given to
1. Juniors, Seniors and Graduate students
2. With an academic Grade Point Average of 3.0 or higher
3. Who are pursuing a Bachelor’s or higher degree
4. In science or engineering.
12. The Robert E. True Memorial Scholarship pays $1,000.
a.
Applicants must be residents of the state of Ohio
b.
Seeking a Bachelor’s degree
c.
At a US college or university.
d.
Preference will be given to those pursuing courses in Electrical Engineering or Electronic/Compute
Technology.
13. Northern California QRP Jim Cates, WA6GER, Memorial Club Scholarship pays $1,000
a. Preference will be given to Electrical Engineering or Science majors
b. Freshman through Junior year
c. Pursuing a Bachelor’s
d. Residing in the US
14. The Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club, Inc. sponsors the following scholarships
•
•

The Claude H. Haring, Jr., W3IIM Memorial Scholarship pays $1,000.
The Bryan Hoch, N3VJE, Memorial Scholarship pays $1,000.
a. There is no restriction on the course of study.
b. Applicants must intend to seek a Bachelor’s or Graduate degree, and
c. Applicant’s home address must be in the Eastern Pennsylvania or Southern New Jersey ARRL Sections.

15. The Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association Scholarship pays $1,000
a. Preference will be given to residents of Colorado
b. Or those attending a Colorado accredited college or university.
c. Applicants must seek a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university in the United
States
The Monitor
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d. In engineering, mathematics, computer technology, or the physical sciences
e. And must be US citizens
16. The Quarter Century Wireless Association (QCWA) will award 22 scholarships, worth a total of $44,000, for
2018.
a. There are no restrictions on the course of study and
b. Applicants must intend to seek an Associate, Bachelor’s or Graduate degree.
c. There is no residence area preference.
d. Applicants must be recommended by a member of QCWA, but
e. May not themselves be members of QCWA.
f. Non-US Amateurs are eligible.
g. The awardee is required to submit a report of his or her amateur radio activities, along with a report
on their academic activities during the year following award of the scholarship.
(To locate a QCWA member near you, contact: Ken Oelke, VE6AFO, ve6afo@telus.net (403) 226226-5840)
5840
17. There are three Radio Club of America Scholarships, two that pay $1,000 each and one that pays $1,500.
a. Preference will be given to applicants pursuing studies in electrical engineering
b. Toward a Bachelor’s degree and
c. Be U.S. citizens.
d. Applicants must be in their Junior or Senor year of studies.
e. Preference will be given to applicants taking courses in Wireless Communications.
f. Minimum license requirement - General Class.
18. The Chuck Reville, K3FT Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by Phillip Karn, KA9Q, pays $1,000.
a. Applicants must intend to seek a Bachelor’s degree
b. In any branch of the engineering or physical sciences.
a. There is no residence requirement.
19. The Dwight Weller, KB3LA, Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by Phillip Karn, KA9Q, pays $1,000.
a. Applicants must intend to seek a Bachelor’s degree
b. In any branch of the engineering or physical sciences.
c. There is no residence requirement.
20. There are two FAR Silent Key Memorial Scholarships, which pay $5,000 each,
a. available to U.S. Residents,
b. pursing any course of study
c. leading to a Bachelor’s degree.
21. The YASME Foundation Scholarship pays $5,000.
a. Applicants must have been licensed for at least two years prior to the application date and,
b. must hold a General Class, or higher, license
c. Applicants must be pursuing a degree in the sciences or in engineering,
d. attending an accredited four-year college
e. in the United States or its possessions,
f. and must demonstrate high academic achievement
g. Submission of a transcript is required for this award.
The awardee is required to submit a report on his or her amateur radio activities during the year following
16
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award of the scholarship.
22. The Young Ladies Radio League sponsors three scholarships:
•
•
•

The Ethel Smith, K4LMB, Memorial Scholarship which pays $2,000.
The Mary Lou Brown, NM7N, Memorial Scholarship which pays $2,000.
The Martha “Marte” Wessel, K0EPE, Memorial Scholarship which pays $1,000.
a. Applicants must be female and
b. Hold at least an FCC Technician Class or equivalent foreign authorization and
c. Intend to seek a Bachelor’s or Graduate degree
d. From a U.S. college or university.
e. There are no residence restrictions
f. Preference will be give students studying communications, electronics, or related arts and sciences
g. Non-US Amateurs are eligible.
h. The Ethel Smith, K4LMB, and Mary Lou Brown, NM7N, scholarships are intended for full time students.
i. The Martha “Marte” Wessel, K0EPE, Memorial Scholarship is intended for a part-time student who is
working full time while a student.

23. The Medical Amateur Radio Council (MARCO) Foundation MARCO scholarship pays $500.
a. Applicants must be licensed Amateur Radio Operators. They can be from any U.S. state or ARRL division, with no geographical preferences.
b. An applicant’s field of study must be one leading to a career in the healing arts, including but not
necessarily limited to Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, EMT, or Radiology
technician.
c. Preference will be given to undergraduate students and those in certificate programs, but graduate
students may also apply.
d. Applicants should include the following within the Ham Radio Interests and Activities section: a desire to encourage others in the Healing Arts to become licensed hams.

Daffynitions

The Monitor
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New DXCC Entity:
the Republic of Kosovo (Z6) has been added to the DXCC List of current entities, increasing the total number of current
DXCC entities to 340. This change qualifies as an “event,” effective on January 21, 2018, at 0000 UTC. Nothing is retroactive. Details on the ARRL web site. (See listing below also)

How’s DX
3W, VIET NAM.
NAM John, KB4FB plans to revisit Da Nang in
the first days of January and February and be QRV as
3W9FB each time. Activity will be on the HF bands. QSL
via LoTW.
4S, Sri Lanka.
Lanka Peter/DC0KK returns to Sri Lanka to avoid
the European winter. He plans to stay from Nov. 1 until
March 25 next year. QRV as 4S7KKG from Moragalla (WW
Loc. MJ96xk) with better antennas than last time. QSL via
DC0KK (d/B), LoTW.
5V, Togo.
Togo John/N9MDH operates as 5V1JE until the end of
May from Lome with a focus on the WARC bands and digital modes. QSL via N9MDH (d/B), LoTW.
5X, UGANDA.
UGANDA Kazuo, 5X2B is QRV from Kampala until July
2019. Activity is on 30 to 12 meters using CW, SSB and
RTTY. QSL direct to JA1PBV.
6W, Senegal.
Senegal 6W1SU is Ronald (VE3REV), who has moved
to Dakar, Senegal since August and will remain there for
two or three years. He plans to be active on 80-6 metres,
"currently operating phone only but hoping to tackle CW
later". QSL via M0URX's OQRS www.m0urx.com/oqrs/) for
direct and bureau cards. See Www.qrz.com/db/6W1SU for
more information.
9Q, DEM. REP. OF THE CONGO.
CONGO Fernando, EA4BB (ex9Q5BB, D2BB, ST2BF, TU5JL, TZ6BB, Z21BB), is now active as 9Q6BB from Kinshasa (eastern part of the country)
for up to the next 3 years. Activity has been on 20/17 meters using CW. Operations are QRP using an Elecraft KX2
w/5w into a Vertical telescopic whip 5.2m antenna. QSL
via W3HNK.
A5, BHUTAN.
BHUTAN Pat, N2IEN will be QRV as A52PD from January 2 to 14, 2018. Activity will be on the HF bands using
CW and various digital modes. QSL to home call.
DA, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY.
GERMANY Special event station DK200MARX is QRV during all of 2018 to celebrates
Karl Marx's 200th birthday. Activity will be on all bands
and modes. QSL via bureau.

EI, IRELAND.
IRELAND Special event station EI00MCV is QRV
during all of 2018 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the sinking of Royal Mail Ship Leinster that took
place on October 10, 1918. QSL via bureau.
EI, IRELAND.
IRELAND Special event station EI50AOM is QRV for the
next several months to commemorate the Tuskar Rock Air
Tragedy of 1968. QSL via EI2KA.
G, England.
England The Welland Valley Amateur Radio Society
will host a series of special event stations in 2018 to
mark the end of World War I, and in remembrance of the
millions who were killed or wounded. A total of twelve special call signs have been applied for and will be put on air
during the year: GB1GW (January), GB1FWW (February),
GB2GW (March), GB2FWW (April), GB4GW (May),
GB4FWW (June), GB5GW (July), GB5FWW (August),
GB6GW (September), GB6FWW (October) and GB8GW
(November), plus GB0AD on 10-11 November to mark Armistice Day. See http://www.qrz.com/db/GB1GW for
QSLling options and details about the certificates available
for contacting the special callsigns.
HA, Hungary.
Hungary The Kiskunhalasi Varosi Radioclub (HA8KVG)
celebrates its 50th anniversary with the callsign HA50KVG
until the end of 2018. QSL via HA8KVG.
HC, Ecuador.
Ecuador Rick/NE8Z remains on the air until Feb. 10
as HC1MD from Tumbaco, HC1MD/2 from Punta Blanca,
and as HC1MD/7 from Papallacta on 40-6m (CW, SSB;
FT8 only from Tumbaco). QSL via K8LJG (d), LoTW.
HH, HAITI.
HAITI Special event station HH70A is QRV until June
30, 2018 to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Radio
Club d'Haiti. QSL via W3HNK.
J5, Guinea Bissau.
Bissau Livio/IZ3BUR is on a mission to support
a "Books for High School of Cumara" project from the 24th
until Feb. 21. During his spare time he plans to operate sa
J52EC from Gianfranco's (J52OFM) QTH. QSL via IZ3BUR.
JA, JAPAN.
JAPAN Special event station 8J7HCB will be QRV from
January 1, 2018 to May 31 to draw attention to the 100th
Hirosaki Cherry Blossom Festival. QSL direct to JK7LXU.
ON, Belgium. Watch out for OR4ESA from the European

This month’s bullen was made possible with informaon provided by NC1L, QRZ DX, The Weekly DX, The OPDX Bullen, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,
DXNL, Contest Corral from QST, the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
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Space Agency in Redu until Feb. 6 on 80, 40, and 20m
(often between 17z and 22z). Chief operator is
Javier/EA1HEO. QSL via DL0ESA (d/B), LoTW, eQSL,
ClubLog. http://www.esa.int/ESA
PJ2, CURACAO.
CURACAO Jeff, K8ND is QRV as PJ2ND from the Signal Point station until February 5. Activity is on the HF
bands. He and Jim, W8WTS will be QRV as PJ2T in the
upcoming CQ World Wide 160 Meter CW contest. QSL
PJ2ND via K8ND and PJ2T via W3HNK.
SP, POLAND.
POLAND Special event station HF700LUB is QRV until August 2018 to celebrate the 700th anniversary of the
city Lublin. Activity is on the HF bands using CW, SSB and
various digital modes. QSL via SP8AB. In addition, look
for 3Z20ILLW to be QRV from the Jaroslawiec Lighthouse,
ILLW PL-0014, during the International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend. QSL via bureau.
TG, Guatemala.
Guatemala Dwight/VE7BV operates holiday-style between Jan. 24 and Feb. 19 as TG9/VE7BV and TG9BBV
on 40-12m. QSL via VE7BV.
Z6, Kosovo.
Kosovo Kosovo’s IARU member society SHRAK and
its president Vjollca Caka, Z61VB, are hosting a 10thanniversary activation to celebrate Kosovo’s independence in February, 2008. SHRAK Headquarters station
Z60A now is active on several bands with multiple guest
operators. Club Log will be used for this activation, while
QSLs are via OH2BH.

IOTA’s
AFAF-003, ZD8, Ascension Island.
Island Andy, M0HLT will be
working on Ascension Island (AF-003) for the next
two years. He plans to be active as ZD8AC on 40-10
metres SSB. QSL via operator's instructions. [TNX The
Daily DX]
AFAF-007, D6, Comoros.
Comoros Giovanni/IK5BCM,
Giuseppe/IK5CBE, and Giovanni/IK5CRH will be active as D68I from the Comoros (AF-007) between
Jan. 29 and Feb. 10. QRV on 80-10m on CW, SSB,
and digital modes. QSL via IK5CRH.
AFAF-021, ZS8, Prince Edward and Marion Islands.
Islands David/ ZS1BCE will be stationed on Marion Island until
May 2018 and plans to operate during his spare time
as ZS8Z on HF. QSL via ZS1LS.
AFAF-061; C9, Cabo Delgado District group.
group Johannes/PA5X and Gerben/PG5M are going to activate
Ibu Island (Cabo Delgado Distrikt) from Jan. 28 until
Feb. 5 as C8X and C81G on 80-10m, including 60m,
on CW, SSB, and FT8. QSL for C81G via PG5M or
ClubLog, C8X via PA5X (d/B).
AFAF-078, Carabane Island.
Island Vlad, UA4WHX, is now QRT
from the Gambia and is currently active as
The Monitor

6W/UA4WHX/p from Carabane Island, Senegal. Activity has been on 17 meters using CW and SSB
(possibly Digital modes). As always, his length of stay
unknown at this time. QSL via his home callsign.
ANAN-001, div., Graham Land West (Adelaide Island)
group.
group Alan/ MW0YCC will be active from the Rothera Research Station/Adelaide Island and other locations until April 2018 as VP8DPJ. QSL only via eQSL.
ANAN-010, ANTARCTICA.
ANTARCTICA Alex, UA1OJL will be QRV as
RI50ANO from Bellingshausen Base on King George
Island, IOTA AN-010, from January 1, 2018 to March
31. Activity will be on the HF bands using CW, SSB
and various digital modes. QSL via RN1ON.
ASAS-031, JD1, OGASAWARA.
OGASAWARA Harry, JG7PSJ will be
QRV as JD1BMH from Chichijima, IOTA AS-031, from
December 24 to January 2. Activity will be on 160 to
10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL to home
call.
ASAS-153, VU, INDIA.
INDIA Members of the West Bengal Radio Club will be QRV as AU2WBR from Ganga Sagar
Mela/Sagar Island, IOTA AS-153, from January 1,
2018 to March 31. QSL via VU2NRO.
NA003, VP5, Turks and Caicos Islands.
Islands John/N9EAJ
remains active as VP5/N9EAJ until Feb. 4 from
Grand Turk (NA-003) on 40-10m on CW and
SSB. QSL via N9EAJ, ClubLog, LoTW.
NANA-102, FG, Guadeloupe.
Guadeloupe Jean-Pierre/F6ITD
is going to sign as FG/F6ITD and TO7D between Jan. 29 and March 15 from Guadeloupe (WW
Loc. FK96lh, ARLHS GUA-005, WLOTA 1121, DIFO
FG-004, FFF-1000). He plans to operate with a focus
on the low bands on SSB and FT8. QSL via LoTW,
ClubLog OQRS or via direct.
NANA-104, V4, St. Kitts and Nevis.
Nevis Bernie/W3UR will be
active during his holidays as V47UR from St. Kitts
(NA-104). QRV between Jan. 29 and Feb. 12 on 1606m (CW, SSB, and some FT8). QSL via NR6M,
ClubLog OQRS, LoTW.
OCOC-001, VK, Australia.
Australia VI70HI (QTH: Australia, OC001) marks the first ANARE expedition to Heard Island in December 1947. QRV until Feb. 28 on 16010m (SSB, CW, RTTY, digital modes). QSL via
M0OXO.
OC-022; YB9, Bali Island: Emmanuel/F5LIT will be
active as YB9/F5LIT from Bali. QRV from Jan. 30 until Feb. 10 on 20-15m on SSB. QSL via F5LIT (d),
LoTW.
OCOC-105, Mapun Island.
Island Dindo/DU1UD plans an activation of the most-wanted IOTA group of the Philippines for the first half of 2018. On his return home a
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visit to the Tawi Tawi Group (OC-174) is scheduled as
well. More information to follow.
SASA-003, PY0F, Fernando de Noronha:
Noronha Rafael/PY2NDX
and his son Joao/PU2XDX operate from Fernando de
Noronha (DIB OC-01, WLOTA 1208, PYFF-0016) between the 27th and the 1st of February signing
PY0F/PY2NDX and PU0F/PU2XDX. QRV on 40, 20,

Contests & QSO Parties
For more details and information, go to:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html

1 CWops Mini-CWT Test
1 NRAU 10m Activity Contest
2 NCCC RTTY Sprint
2 NCCC Sprint
2-4 YLRL YL-OM Contest
3 FYBO Winter QRP Sprint
3 Minnesota QSO Party
3-4 British Columbia QSO Party
3 AGCW Straight Key Party
3 FISTS Winter Slow Speed Sprint
3-4 Vermont QSO Party
3-4 10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB
3-4 F9AA Cup, CW
3-4 Black Sea Cup International
3-4 Mexico RTTY International Contest
4 North American Sprint, CW
5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB
6 ARS Spartan Sprint
7 Phone Fray
7 UKEICC 80m Contest
7-8 CWops Mini-CWT Test
9 NCCC RTTY Sprint
9 NCCC Sprint
10 FISTS Winter Unlimited Sprint
10 RSGB 1st 1.8 MHz Contest
10 Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW
1010-11 CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest
10-11 SARL Field Day Contest
10-11 KCJ Topband Contest
10-11 Dutch PACC Contest
10-11 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon
1010-11 OMISS QSO Party
20
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15, and 10m on CW, SSB, and maybe FT8. QSL via
homecalls (d/B).
SASA-011, 9Y, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO.
TOBAGO Thomas,
DL9OBQ is QRV as 9Z4/DL9OBQ from Saint Augustine, Trinidad Island, IOTA SA-011, until February 7th,
2018. Activity is on 30, 17 and 15 meters using mostly CW. QSL to home call.

11 Balkan HF Contest
12 CQC Winter QSO Party
12-16 ARRL School Club Roundup
14 PODXS 070 Club Valentine Sprint
14 NAQCC CW Sprint
14 Phone Fray
14 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data
14-15 CWops Mini-CWT Test
16 NCCC RTTY Sprint
16 NCCC Sprint
1717-18 ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW
17 SARL Youth Day Sprint
17-18 Russian PSK WW Contest
17 Feld Hell Sprint
1717-18 AWA Amplitude Modulation QSO Party
18-21 Classic Exchange, Phone
19 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
21 Phone Fray
21-22 CWops Mini-CWT Test
21 AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening
22 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW
23 NCCC RTTY Sprint
23 NCCC Sprint
2323-25 CQ 160160-Meter Contest, SSB
24-25 REF Contest, SSB
24-25 UBA DX Contest, CW
2424-25 South Carolina QSO Party
2424-25 North American QSO Party, RTTY
25 High Speed Club CW Contest
25 SARL Digital Contest
2525-26 North Carolina QSO Party
28 SKCC Sprint
28 Phone Fray
28 CWops Mini-CWT Test
28 UKEICC 80m Contest
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firming 1 upgrade and a couple of new techs. The next
regular test session will be at
9:00 A.M., Feb 10, at Woodmen Life,
Life
Rt 42 in Dayton.
Public Service Committee: No report

MARA Secretary’s Report
MARA Secretary’s Report – Jan. 4, 2017
General Meeting called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg,
by President Gerald Nauman (KN4FM) at 7:30 p.m. 16
members and 4 guests were present. Introductions were
made all around.
New Member Vote: Jennifer Huffman KN4GRB, Jeff Huffman,
KN4GMA, and Elizabeth Small, W3AS, were unanimously voted in as MARA members. Welcome, Jennifer, Jeff, and Elizabeth!
New Member First Reading:
Reading None
The Secretary’s Minutes for last month approved as published in the Monitor.
Monitor.
The Treasurer’s Report for last month approved as published
in the Monitor.
Monitor.
Committee Reports:
ARES: Bryan Daniels (K4RMY): By ARRL email: “(ARES
Groups), in a month, expect to receive (additions and changes) in a number of information areas. (Ex.:) ARES groups will
get a unique number. (Also,) ARES registration is temporarily
postponed….”
Repeater Committee: David Fordham (KD9LA), 3 items:
1. The 145.130 repeater has been getting use, since it was
made digital-ready. 2. David also mentioned that Tim Miller
(KG4HOT),
(KG4HOT the custodian of the 147.045 repeater, has informally proposed that a 220 repeater be set up in our area, to
link with his 220 repeater at Schuylar in Nelson County. 3.
Ran Hensley (KJ4MWQ)
(KJ4MWQ has given permission for MARA to
move our 145.130 repeater antenna onto the EOC tower.
That location should greatly improve reception by/from the
Afton Mtn. area.
VE Committee: Gerald N.: Last VE turnout was good, con-

Old Business: Bob Steele (N1QEQ)
said he hasn’t had a chance to talk to anyone about the proposals for setting up a ham radio station for demonstrations
at various venues.
New Business:
Business It was proposed that a letter be written to our
state legislators about our concern over the effect on amateur radio effectiveness by Senate Bill SB74,
SB74 prohibiting all
vehicle drivers from using handheld devices while in motion.
It was also pointed out, that the CB community was specifically exempted in the proposed bill. Secretary’s Note: Who is
to write this letter?
Announcements:
Next Meeting: February 1 (Not Feb 4)
50/50 Drawing:
Drawing David Fordham won $8 but donated his
share to the MARA treasury for a total of $16. Thanks again,
David!
David!
Time Adjourned: 8:40 p.m.
Program: David F.
F started a discussion of kinds of future educational programs that we might hold at MARA meetings.
We had table discussions, which were collected and read off
by David, for a show of hands for those we most preferred.
The results will be considered by the Program Committee under the Vice President.
Respectively submitted, Herb Slade, AA2BF, Secretary

MARA Treasurer’s Report
December 21, 2017 to January 20, 2018
$1,345.82

Opening Balance
Income: Memberships
50/50 – January Meeting

$60.00
$16.00
$76.00

Total Income:
Expenses: Electric

$21.82
$21.82

Total Expenses:
Balance January 20, 2018

$1,400.00
Submitted by Foster Farone, WF4O,
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VARA Secretary’s Report
VARA Minutes For January 2, 2018 Meeting
The January 2, 2018 VARA meeting was brought to order at 7
pm by new President David Fordham KD9LA.
KD9LA 33 members
and visitors were in attendance. The usual introductions were
made. The winner of the 50/50 drawing for $14.00 went to
Jim Menard KN4FJG.
KN4FJG
ARES report:
report David Tanks AD4TJ,
AD4TJ EC, reported that the first
net of 2018 would be on the 2nd Thursday of the month, at 8
pm, on the 146.850 repeater. Fred volunteered to be Net
Control. Thanks Fred!
Secretary's report:
report David AD4TJ asked that the minutes be
approved as printed in the Monitor; seconded and passed.
Treasurer's report: Greg Czerniak W4GRC,
W4GRC read his report for
November and December; seconded and passed. Due to the
increased requirements of incorporating the club, anyone
asking for reimbursement of monies must present a receipt
of the expenses.
New members:
members 2 applications were read, to be voted on next
month: Becky Numbers KC8NQE and Susan Lasher
KK4DQW.
KK4DQW They each gave us a brief intro/history. Welcome!
David AD4TJ brought the members up to date on Contests
and Special Events.
David KD9LA reminded us of 2 recent deaths: Scott Jordan
KE4HDV, and Doc Cloyd N4SMT( who was Karen Pience's
( N3TCT ) dad. Please accept our condolences.
He also reminded us of the Winston-Salem hamfest Jan. 6,
and the Richmond Frostfest in February.
Fred Castello KF4FC reminded us of the Bouvet Island DXpedition in late January, the 2nd-most wanted DXCC.
David KD9LA told us of the Technician license class to be
taught in Charlottesville. He also reminded us of the article in
the Monitor that was a reprint of an earlier article on the Virginia law concerning Amateur Radio, in that if you wanted to
purchase amateur radio license plates for your vehicle that
you had to have a radio installed in your vehicle. That law is
no longer in effect. But there is another law up for debate/
passage in the VA Senate about handheld devices and their
use/restrictions while driving. As it is written, CB radios are
totally exempt, but not Ham Radios! He is urging everyone to
contact your state senator and let them know that that
should be changed.
Next, he talked about the club's incorporation and what it
would involve. Some of the advantages of doing it are: Liability Protection( through insurance the corporation purchases )
during events that we participate in( such as the Bike Festival, Grindstone, etc ); our dues would be tax-deductible, as
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would mileage during Public
Service events or emergency
operations. David had a lawyer friend
look over our 4-page By-laws, and made
a 4-page list of changes that should be
made to get approval of the incorporation and tax-exempt status easier. He
passed out copies of both to the members. He recommended the following
changes:
1. The opening paragraph: only the IRS can declare us a nonprofit organization.
2. The opening paragraph: the purpose of the club, as stated,
does not meet any of the criteria for non-profit status. We do
meet it as an educational institution if we state the advancement of the radio art and operating skills.
3. Sections 1, 2, and 3: by law, a non-stock organization
must be governed by a Board of Directors, who are elected by
the members, not by the members. The Board may agree or
disagree with votes taken by the members.
4. Article 2: suggests adding 2 members to the Board, such
as a member-at-large, and the ex-president.
5. Article 3: can't have different classes of members. Don't
call " Associate members ", just " Associates ".
6. IRS might have trouble with us waiving dues for those who
help out in the Bike Festival( or any event ); suggests we address that.
7. Article 4: changes need to made there.
8. Article 5: call sign trustee membership; fine. Don't want too
many non-elected Board members.
9, Article 6: Family membership: need to change/remove
family.
10. Article 7: need to specify when the Board would meet;
can be the same night as club meetings.
11. Article 8: need secretary or someone else be responsible
to notifying SCC when changes to the bylaws are made.
12. Article 9: dissolution of the club: must be done by the
Board; assets must be donated to another 501(c)(3) organization, selected by the Board.
13. Corporations must complete annual filings, including a
list of property.
14. As a corporation, we would need to be audited yearly;
does not have to be done by a CPA or an accountant; can be
done by 2 or 3 members.
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Pat Morgan AK4VQ has volunteered to assist in preparing/
obtaining the necessary paperwork to get this done.
The Board will meet and discuss the necessary changes to
the By-laws. A motion was made, seconded, and passed, that
they would let the membership know at least 10 days before
the February meeting of the new By-laws so we can vote on

PVARC Secretary’s Report
Page Valley Amateur Radio Club January 5, 2018 Meeting
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Dave Firestone
K4DPF at 6:30 PM at Tactical Walls in Shenandoah. (Thanks
to Tim KM4TGC and Carrie KM4WDX for the donation of the
use of the facility!)
13 members were in attendance
The Secretary's report and Treasurer’s reports were approved.
Announcements:
Announcements
February 3 is FrostFest in Richmond
Club dues are now due
Virginia Legislature SB74 dealing with handheld mobile
comm needs attention
Old Business:
Business
Committee reports:
ARES:
ARES Mark N4YSA reported on quite significant
positive events related to ARES relationship
with the county. Equipment formerly in the
Sheriff’s training room has been moved to a
new dedicated ARES room in the former
county emergency comm building and work
is in progress to outfit that room. Potential
exists for setting up a meshnet hub with IP
phones.
Trailer:
Trailer Tim KM4TGC reported he is planning to
pull the trailer inside the Tactical Walls facility to get warmer conditions for work
President Dave Firestone K4DPF reviewed the club bylaws regarding quorum, officer terms, and meeting
times. A motion was made and passed to change

them then.
With no other business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned
at 8:13 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
David Tanks AD4TJ,
AD4TJ VARA Secretary

the bylaws to remove the specific meeting time and
date and instead allow the members to choose and
modify times and dates. A subsequent motion was
made and passed to change the time and date to the
SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM.
President Dave Firestone K4DPF reviewed the proposed
slate of officers and board members for the coming
year. The slate was approved by the members with
one change (Dave was asked to stay on as a Member
at Large of the board and he agreed). Thanks to Dave
K4DPF for his service as President and to Juergen
W3LUV for his service as Treasurer, and congratulations to the new officers and board members:
President: Will Baukhages KM4PVS
Vice President: Gene Frazier KJ4HFO
Secretary: Gary Fischer K6OZ
Treasurer: Carrie Matter KM4WDX
Member at Large: Dave Firestone K4DPF
(continuing Member at Large: Tim Matter
KM4TGC)
KM4TGC
New Business:
Zory KB3VQC advised the members of some unusual activities occurring at ARRL headquarters and the club
secretary agreed to distribute some emails regarding
this.
The meeting was adjourned at about 7 PM, followed by a
presentation by Gary K6OZ on the subject of Software Defined
Radios
Respectfully submitted by
Gary Fischer K6OZ,
K6OZ PVARC Secretary

They’re coming to take you away
They’re coming to take you away—They’re coming to take you away— Those nice young men in their
clean white suits— They’re coming to take you away– If you don’t pay your dues! So, use the form in
the back of this issue to beat them off. [It’s best though to mail them to the address shown for your
club.]

The Monitor
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Page County Va. ARES Frequencies
Repeaters
146.625 131.8
146.670 114.8
443.350 203.5

Simplex
Page ARES Channel 1 146.55
“
“
“ 2 146.40
“
“
“ 3 146.45
“
“
“ 4 146.50
“
“
“ 5 147.45
_____________________________________________________________________
ARES Contacts
Mark Hensley
EC
N4YSA
540-578-1133
n4ysa@gmx.com
Morgan Phenix
AEC K4RHD
phenix@centurylink.net
Bob Forrest
AEC W4RMF
w4rmf@arrl.net
Call Up Procedure
Call up for the Page County ARES members will be via 146.625R & Page ARES Channel 1. 146.55
simplex. You will be advised of the emergency and you assignment. In the event of power loss, inclement
weather or other emergency, monitor the Call up frequencies at the top of the hour.

VE Testing (No, we’re not talking about Canada)
Our next session will be February 10. Sign-in starts at 9:00 am, followed
immediately by testing. Bring your ID, your original license and a copy
of same. The fee is $15.00. If you are an accredited VE and would like
to help, contact Gayle Shull, KU4XN at gshu7411@gmail.com
GAYLE, KU4XN

Get Involved!
Don’t forget:
forget The local ARES groups hold regular nets to let you check out
your radio equipment, antennas, and other station gear. Take advantage
of these opportunities to get signal reports and get to know the other local
hams. All Amateurs are welcome!
welcome
The Page County ARES Net meets the first Sunday nights on the local 146.550 simplex,
simplex the second Sunday on
the 146.670 (PL 114.8) repeater, and the remaining Sundays on the 146.625 (PL 131.8) repeater, at 8:00 pm
local time.
The Rockingham County ARES Net meets Monday nights at 8:00 pm local time, the first Monday on 146.550
simplex, all other Mondays on the 147.225(+) repeater (PL 131.8).
The Augusta County ARES Net meets the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 pm local time, usually on the
146.850 repeater (PL 131.8).
The NVTN (Northern
Northern Virginia Traffic Net)
Net meets daily on the 147.300 (PL 131.8) repeater at 7:30 pm local time.
The Old Dominion Emergency Net meets every first and third Monday on 3.947 kHz at 6:30 pm local time. All
Amateurs are welcome!
The VSBN (Virginia Sideband Net) meets daily on 3.947 MHz at 6:00 PM local time. All Amateurs are welcome!
welcome
The VLN (Virginia Late Net)
Net meets daily on 3.947 MHz at 10:00 PM local time. All Amateurs welcome!
welcome
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*Deadline for newsletter articles is the 20th of the preceding month of publication.

Calendar of Local Events
February
1 MARA Club Meeting
2 PVARC Club Meeting
2 Friday Luncheon
3 Groundhog Day
3 Richmond Frostfest
4 Page County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
4 Superbowl Sunday
5 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
5 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
6 VARA Club Meeting
8 Boy Scout Day
9 Friday Luncheon
10 VE Testing
11 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
12 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL131.8)
12 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.225, PL 131.8)
12 Abraham Lincoln's Birthday
14 Valentine's Day
16 Friday Luncheon
18 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
19 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
19 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.225, PL 131.8)19
President's Day
20 Deadline for March newsletter submission*
22 George Washington's Birthday
23 Friday Luncheon
25 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
26 Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225, PL 131.8)

March
1 MARA Club Meeting
2 PVARC Club Meeting
2 Friday Luncheon
4 Page County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
5 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
5 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.550 Simplex)
6 VARA Club Meeting
9 Friday Luncheon
11 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
12 Augusta County ARES Net (146.850, PL131.8)
12 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.225, PL 131.8)
15 Ide's of March
16 Friday Luncheon
17 St. Patrick's Day
18 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
19 Old Dominion Emergency Net (3.947 kHz)
19 Rockingham County ARES Net (146.225, PL 131.8)
20 Deadline for April newsletter submission*
23 Friday Luncheon
25 Page County ARES Net (146.625, PL 131.8)
26 Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225, PL 131.8)
30 Friday Luncheon

The club newsletter, The Monitor, is provided free of charge monthly to all
members of all three clubs via email distribution, in PDF format. However, it is the
individual club members’ responsibility to notify the newsletter editor directly of all
changes in email address. Electronic back issues are available on the MARA
website: <http://mara.ws
http://mara.ws>
http://mara.ws
Members not receiving the electronic Monitor in a timely fashion (e.g., before their
monthly club meeting) should notify the newsletter editor promptly to investigate
and resolve the problem with distribution. Members who are using the latest
updated version of Adobe Reader and experience trouble opening the Monitor
email attachment can contact the newsletter editor for assistance.
The Monitor
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Club Information
MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc.

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION

President:
President Gerald Nauman, KN4FM
Vice President: David Fordham, KD9LA
Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF
Treasurer:
Treasurer Foster Farone, WF4O
Board (exp 2018): Rick Adams, KJ4IND
Board (exp 2017): Andrew Pearson, N4RCE

President: John Keller, W4ZAO
Vice President: Ed Varner, N4EDI
Secretary:
Secretary David Tanks, AD4TJ
Treasurer: Greg Czerniak, W4GRC

http://mara.ws
MARA meets the first Thursday of each month
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
MARA
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

http://w4xd.com
VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month
at the Hometown Grill & Buffet off Richmond
Road in Staunton, Virginia
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm,
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm

Visitors are always welcome
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to:
VARA
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 2440124401-1661

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

President: Will Baukhages, KM4PVS
Vice President: Gene Frazier, KJ4HFO
Secretary: Gary Fischer, K6OZ
Treasurer: Carrie Matter, KM4WDX
Board Member (exp 2018): Tim Matter, KM4TGC
Board Member (exp 2017): Dave Firestone, K4DPF

http://www.k4pmh.org

PVARC meets the first Friday of each month
at Tactical Walls at 611 Williams Avenue in
Shenandoah, VA.
The meeting begins at 6:30 pm

Visitors are always welcome.
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 22835-0245

The Monitor is published monthly by MARA, Inc.
for members of the three amateur radio clubs
in the Central Shenandoah Valley.
Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment
to all club members in good standing.
Clubs differ in their policies regarding paper copies.
Contact the president of your respective club
for information on paper copies.
Back issues are freely available on the MARA website
starting a few months after publication.
Since the clubs derive their revenue from memberships,
the Monitor is not to be made regularly available on a
timely basis to individuals who are not club members.
Occasional complimentary current copies are
provided to prospective members free of charge.
Clubs may also formally decide to provide complimentary copies
at club expense to various constituencies.
Contact your respective club officers for more information.
Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization,
the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the Fair
Use Provisions of copyright law.
Copyright notices must be respected.
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Renew Your Club Dues HERE!

RENEW YOUR CLUB
MEMEBERSHIP!
Check the box next to the club for which you are renewing

Membership Renewal Form
NAME: _______________________________________________ CALLSIGN: __________________ CLASS: __________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: _______________________
HOME PHONE: ______________________ WORK PHONE: _______________________ CELL PHONE: _______________________
CELL PHONE (If you want it in club records for emergency purposes, not the roster!):_______________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: (print legibly!!) ___________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBER ARRL (Y/N)

______ REGISTERED VA ARES (Y/N)

______

SKYWARN ID:

______________________

Are you available for Workday Daytime Emergency Call up? (Y/N) _______

Checks, Money Orders or exact change would be greatly appreciated.
VARA members mail with $15 to:
VARA
418 Oriole St.
Staunton, VA 2440124401-1661

The Monitor

MARA members mail with $12 to:
MARA,
PO Box 1882
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

PVARC members mail with $12 to:
PVARC
PO Box 245
Luray VA 2283522835-0245
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MARA/VARA/PVARC
c/o John Spillman
168 Bosley Drive Ext.
Stanley, VA 22851
Phone: 540-860-1986
Email: kt4cbva@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

MARA
VARA
PVARC

