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Published Monthly for Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Operators — Members of MARA, VARA, and PVARC 

VE Testing Schedule Changing for 2019:  March, June, Sept., and December 
The new year will see the local Volunteer Examiner testing schedule move to a quarterly schedule.  VE Testing 
will be held on the FIRST SATURDAY of March, June, September, and December. No word yet on whether or 
when the testing fee will change. 

MARA Dues Change — Renewal at Old Rates Available Until Dec. 31 
The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc. (MARA) Board voted to increase the dues from $12 per year 
to  $15 per year, effective January 1, 2019.  

The Board’s resolution stipulated that any current member can renew their dues for 2019 at the old rate of 
$12 per year if and only if payment is received by the Treasurer by December 31, 2018.    

Additionally, the Board approved a one-time measure allowing current members to renew for two years (e.g., 
2019 AND 2020) at the old $12 rate, by paying for both years by December 31, 2018.   

Members whose renewal is received after December 31, 2018, and new members whose first reading is after 
the upcoming December meeting, will pay the $15 annual dues. 

Save the Dates:   MARA and VARA Annual Christmas Banquets 

The VARA Christmas Banquet this year will be held at the Waynesboro Golden Corral, on the normal meeting 
night, December 4, but starting at 7:00 p.m.  NOTE THE TIME CHANGE.   The restaurant has agreed to give a 
10% discount as compensation for the heating system problem last year, so inform the cashier as you enter. 

 

The MARA Christmas Banquet will be held at the normal meeting place at the normal date and time:  Decem-
ber 6, starting at 6:30 p.m, at the Wood Grill on Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. 
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Thursday November 8 —  PVARC Meeting:   Tactical Walls in Luray  

The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc., 
will hold its regular monthly meeting on Thursday, 
November 1, at the normal location:  the Wood Grill 
at 1711 Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner 
starts at 6:30 p.m.  All hams and their families are 
invited and welcome.  The business meeting will start 
at 7:00 p.m.  As of press time, no program had been 
finalized.  

Thursday November 1 —  MARA Meeting:  Wood Grill in Harrisonburg  

The Valley Amateur Radio Association, Inc., will hold it’s 
annual corporate meeting on Tuesday, November 6, at 
the  Hometown Grill and Buffet just north of Highway 250, 
1 block east of I-81’s Exit 219 in Staunton.   The meal be-
gins at 6:00 pm, the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm.   

Tuesday November 6 — VARA Annual Meeting:  Hometown Grill and Buffet  

The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will hold its reg-
ular monthly meeting Thursday November 8 at the 
normal location, Tactical Walls, in Shenandoah.  The 
address is 611 Williams Avenue, Shenandoah VA 
22849.  Tactical Walls is a manufacturing facility 
with a nice meeting room that is just east of highway 
340 in Shenandoah.  Turn east off 340, go about 
one block and drive through the gate in the fence 
and around to the door on the right.    
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The Waynesoboro Repeater Association of Virginia will hold its annual meeting in the large Basement 
Meeting Room of the Augusta County Public Library in Fishersville, Virginia, 1759 Jefferson Highway, 
at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 1st.  All local amateurs are cordially invited to attend.  Talk-In is 
on 147.075 (+600 kHz, PL tone of 131.8). 

Directions:  Exit I-64 at Fishersville and go north on Tinkling Springs Road to US 250.  Turn left (West), 
go under the railroad trestle, and turn left again at the next traffic light.  Enter the library at the doors 
on the US250 side.  Turn left inside and walk all the way to the far end of the building and go down 
the stairs.  Turn right at the bottom of the stairs and the meeting will be held in the last room on the 
left.     You may have to park in the rear of the building.    See you there, 

Gordon Batey, WA4FJC 

Waynesboro Repeater Association Meeting — Sat., December 1, 1:00 pm 

I’m selling my Yaesu FT-60 Dual Band HT with charger. It comes with a FNB-83 1400mAh 
Ni-MH Battery. It also has a Comet SMA503 antenna included.   I’m asking $90 cash / no 
trades please.   I would prefer to use email but calls after 5pm would be ok.   540.five sev-
en eight. 60 seven seven.  

   Colin Hester, N4ZFQ, email n4zfq@yahoo.com 

Bobby Adams, W4RTA, is selling a Yaesu FT-7900  50-watt dual-band mobile 
radio, an MFJ deluxe Versa Tuner II, and a Tektronix Type 453 oscilloscope.  
Contact Bobby via email at    robadams234@gmail.com    
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Volunteer Examiners Session Report:  October 13 Session 
Thanks to the VE’s who helped with the October 13 Testing Session, 
shown at right.  We had five to test, and all passed their exams. 

Three passed Technician.  One passed General, one passed Extra. 

Our schedule will change for next year,  Testing will be offered four times 
in 2019, on the first Saturday of March, June, September and the De-
cember.    Note that the schedule is the first Saturday, not the second. 

The next testing will be Saturday December 8,  2018 at 3045 John Way-
land Highway, Dayton VA starting at 9:00am. 

      — Gayle Shull, KU4XN 

RAY RICHIE  K4NRA      

GERALD NAUMAN  KN4FM   

RONALD MAY  KN4U 

BRYAN DANIELS  K4RMY   

JAMES LEHMAN  W4POL   

PATRICK MORGAN AK4VQ 

A number of local amateurs participated in this popular 
and enjoyable public service event.   

Camp Still Meadows provides a wide range of services for 
disadvantaged kids. The camp appreciates the amateur 
support for the horse rides.  The rides are over beautiful 
mountain roads on Little North Mountain near Willow 
Spring Farm. Rides are 8 and 16 miles distances. 

Radio Amateurs were treated to a nice breakfast before 
manning stations along the route to keep an eye on hors-
es and riders for safety.  The weather was a fantastic fall 
day being both warm and sunny.  Horses and riders 
seemed to enjoy the roads, weather and scenery.  There 
were no major incidents during the ride.  However, one rider and horse needed transport back to the farm.   

Amateurs were treated to kettle cooked vegetable soup or chili plus desserts at the farm after the ride. 

For several amateurs this was their first time doing this event.  They were KN4GRB- Jen,  KN4GMA- Jeff,  and 
K4NOV- Erika.    Other amateurs present were K4KLH- Kenny,  KG4KUR- EC,  KU4XN- Gayle, KG4JBF- Gail,  
KJ4DOC- Cheryl,  KM4GPZ- Wayne,   KG4JAZ- Nancy,  K4NRA- Ray,  KI4BAQ -Chris (our excellent net control 
for years) Wonderful to see such a great turn out of amateurs! 

Camp officials profusely thanked us for a job well done and hope to see us back next year! 

                                                                   73’s  Ray 

Camp Still Meadows Horse Ride Public Service Report:   October 7 
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Shenandoah 500 Trail Riders Public Service Report:  October 6-7 

As of the press deadline, no report had been received from the event.  However, the editor was able to obtain a partial list 
of hams who participated, but the list may not be completely accurate or complete.  A hearty “Thank You” go to the follow-
ing hams who were on the list as volunteering to help: 

Deiter Merz, K4IZ 

Caren Merz KG4IFR 

Ray Colvin KE4HVR 

Ray Albers K2HYD 

Gerald Nauman KN4FM 

Gayle Shull KU4XN 

Bob Steere N1QEQ 

Andrew Pearson N4RCE 

Jason Armentrout N4DSL 

James McDowell NN4JM 

Bob Dixon W8HGH 

Tom Shehane KM4LHR 

John Chevalaz KB2LOZ 

Matt Huffman KD4UPL 

Bryan Daniels K4RMY 

Braley Pond Trail Maintenance Public Service Report 

Ham radio provided communications support for the international “Day of Service” volunteer event, joining a local church group who 
devoted a Saturday to help the National Forest Service do trail maintenance on the Braley Pond Trail system.  Over 35 members of the 
Staunton Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints spent their day working to clear underbrush, level trail surfaces, clear 
fallen logs, repair erosion barriers, remove trash, and otherwise restore the several miles of trails in and above the Braley Pond area 
after several recent storms caused major damage to the area.  There was work enough for everyone, from the toddlers picking up trash, 
to the moms leveling trail surfaces, to teenagers clearing underbrush, to the brawny manly men using hand-saws to cut through and 
remove fallen tree trunks, some of which were more than three feet in diameter.  (Power tools were not permitted due to National For-
est Service regulations.)  Everyone brought their own meal for the afternoon picnic.  Thanks to KD9LA, KK4GZB, and KB4WPE for provid-
ing communications support between the supervising forest rangers, the project headquarters at the picnic area, and the four working 
crews along the trails.  (Photo taken by KB4WPE with the rangers at the left and far right, the trail crews in yellow, and the non-
hazardous-duty volunteers in front) 
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Amateur radio operators from the local Staunton/Waynesboro/Harrisonburg/Lynchburg area worked on October 5-7, 2018 
to provide communication for the Grindstone 100 running event.    There were 263 runners who started this 100 mile foot-
race at 6 pm on Friday October 5, 2018.    207 runners completed this event by early Sunday morning.   

Radio amateurs were stationed at the various runner Aid Stations to report on the progress of the runners and call for assis-
tance if problems were reported.  The radio Net Control was operated at the Boy Scout Camp in Swoope, Virginia most of 
the time.  The station was set up on the front porch of the dining hall and used the VARA callsign of W4XD.   
 
The Amateur Repeater (147.075) operated by the Waynesboro Repeater Association of Virginia located on Bear Den Moun-
tain just North of Waynesboro was used to relay communications to Net Control and between Aid Stations.   
 
Special thanks to the many Net Control operators (and Kayli Weaver for recordkeeping support) and those who volunteered 
for the out-of-the-way locations.  Special thanks to those hams worked throughout the night in less-than-optimum, and 
sometimes very challenging conditions. 

Also, thanks to the event’s medical support, Dr. George Wortley KJ4CHT.   

The sweep runner was Todd Hacker, K4HAK.   
 
I would like to thank all who provided communication support for this major running event.   There were some runner prob-
lems and it is my opinion all of the communication support was handled in a most professional, caring and competent man-
ner.  Thanks again for your support.  

—   Gordon Batey, WA4FJC 

NET CONTROL OPERATORS 

Geep Howell WA4RTS 

Hal DeVuyst K4YNO 

Gordon Batey WA4FJC 

Kayli Weaver 

David Scott KV4JK 

Clint Campbell KB4OLM 

 

Scott Lawson KK4ZRF 

Herb Slade AA2BF 

Jeff Rinehart W4PJW 

John Chevalaz KB2LOZ 

Bradley Body W4BVB 

Tom Shehane KM4LHR 

Chuck Carter N4TIU 

Glenn Mingo KJ4VVP 

Mark Whittis AK4OL 

Larry Burns KM4TDC 

David Tanks KD4TJ 

John Keller W4ZAO 

Todd Hacker K4HAK 

Matthew Huffman KD4UPL 

Chuck Carter N4TIU 

Colin Hester N4ZFQ 

Richard Watson KI4RIT 

Dr. George Wortley KJ4CHT 

OTHER HAMS PROVIDING SERVICE TO THE EVENT 

Grindstone 100 Public Service Report:  October 5-7 
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Above left:   The start and finish line of the Grindstone 100.     Above right:  The net control station for the Grindstone communications. 

Grindstone 100 meets Shenandoah 500.      Below:  The Grindstone 100 footrace course midpoint was at its northernmost point, Briery 
Branch Gap in the George Washington National Forest.  This also happened to be a waypoint of one of the legs of the Washington Area 
Trail Rider’s Shenandoah 500 trail bike course.  The photo below was provided by Bradley Boyd, W4BVB, and shows Grindstone runners 
and personnel on the left, with Shenandoah 500 riders on the right. 

Grindstone 100 Report (continued) 
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For the Elliott’s Knob activation we used 30 watts on my Yaesu 857D.   The sun was out and was charging our 10 Ah 
LiFePO4 well.  The battery voltage never dropped below 12.8 V after 1 1/2 hours of operating.  I built a "linked dipole" for 
40 and 20 and so far have used that exclusively on SOTA outings.   

I have only done 2 activations so far.  I also made the 80 meter additions to the linked dipole that I used this summer 
while I was at the beach to stay in touch with some folks at home.  So my antenna can run 20,40, and 80 meters without 
an antenna tuner and all the bands with a tuner.   I am using the SOTABeams "wire wrappers" to wind the antenna on 
when I am not using it.  By the way, this antenna can take 100 watts without any problems.  

I built my antenna and tuned it, based on a design from the SOTABeams website.  a very popular antenna for SOTA work 
is the half wave end fed antennas.  These are often used with a single radial laid out under the antenna (this also helps 
reduce the RF on the feed).  The support mast is about 23 feet high and fiberglass.  I am using a supporting ring at about 
18 feet for the guy lines. I purchased these from Dx Engineering (they sell a lot of SOTA stuff). 

For weight reasons, I use an LiFePO4 battery.  For the charger it has to be a LiFePO4 battery.  The LiFePO4 batteries are 
significantly lighter than regular batteries and can be fully discharged without harming the battery.  Bioenno makes a lot 
of both batteries and chargers that are well built and good for remote ham radio use. 

(By the way we have an expert on this stuff in the valley.  Matthew Huffman KD4UPL does this for a living and is way 
smarter that I am on this stuff)  

I use the ALLPOWERS 80-watt foldable solar panel, costing $140, along with a Bioenno harge controller.  

If you have any questions, just contact me. 

Fred Castello, KF4FC 

fredcastello@gmail.com

N4EYZ, KB2LOZ, & KF4FC:   Elliotts Knob SOTA Operation:   October 13 



Page 9 



Page 10 

Photos: 
 
N4EYZ,  
KB2LOZ,  
KF4FC 
   
Elliotts Knob  
October 13 
SOTA Operation 
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145.290 Repeater on the Air at Bear Den 
Just a reminder of the new Yaesu Fusion repeater on the air 
from Bear Den Mountain east of Waynesboro.   

This repeater has great coverage both in the central Shenando-
ah Valley and on the Charlottesville side of the Blue Ridge.  It is 
using a 2-meter Diamond X30A antenna at 25 watts.      

The frequency is 145.290 MHz, offset is down 600 kHz, PL of 
131.8.   

The repeater is currently in AUTO mode, so you can work it with 
analog FM transceivers, or digitally using a Yaesu fusion-
capable (C4FM) radio.  Signal reports are always welcome . 

145.130 Repeater Antenna Delivered — Work to be Scheduled 
Larry Harrison, K4JRR has provided the mounting brackets and clamps, and Project Manager Mark 
Hensley, N4YSA, is assembling the crew for installation of the K4MRA repeater antenna on Massa-
nutten Mountain.  Thanks to Mark N4YSA, Larry K3JRR, David KD9LA, Bob N1QEQ, Wayne N4EYZ, and 
Mike KJ4KWD for volunteering to help.  If you can help, or would like to come up on the mountain peak 
to watch, contact Mark at n4ysa@gmx.com 
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VE Exams — Saturday December 8 

The last Volunteer Examining Session will hold VE Exams for all classes of ham radio licenses on Sat-
urday, December 8, starting at 9:00 a.m. sharp,  at the Woodmen of the World building on Highway 
42, north of Dayton, Virginia, south of the Harrisonburg South Walmart.  Candidates must bring two 
forms of identification, including a picture ID, and the testing fee of $15.   

Starting in 2019, VE exams will be held only quarterly.  The exam schedule will be posted as soon as 
it is finalized with the building schedule. 
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VARA members who purchase  goods and services from Amazon can now generate revenue for the 
club by registering with the Amazon Smile program. 

Every time a registered user buys something from Amazon through  
the Amazon Smile program, Amazon will donate 1/2 of 1 percent of 
the purchase price to VARA.  The donation does not increase or  
decrease the price you pay — your purchase is made at the same  
price as if you had ordered via the normal Amazon website.  

If you already have an Amazon account., registering is quick and easy and only needs to be done one 
time.  Simply go to smile.amazon.com, enter your Amazon account ID and password, then select the 
Vallay Amateur Radio Association, Inc., from the list of authorized charities, and save your selection. 
You are done!    

Once you are registered, each time you go to purchase something from Amazon, log in to the 
Smile.Amazon.com website instead of the normal Amazon.com website., and make your purchase 
like you normally would.   In fact, if you forget and go to the Amazon.com website, it will remind you 
and ask whether you want to make your purchase through the Smile.Amazon program. 

If you are an Amazon Prime customer, you probably order a lot from them (free shipping!), and the 
1/2 of 1 percent can add up to a nice donation to VARA, helping out the club’s treasury., and not cost-
ing members a penny. 

VARA Members Urged to Use Amazon Smile for Amazon Purchases 

Gone, but not forgotten.  This Kansas native, Air Force vet-
eran, and former resident of Staunton, worked for Shentel 
for many years.  He was a licensed EMT and elected an 
honorary lifetime member of the Staunton-Augusta Rescue 
Squad.   While on the job with Shentel, he once recognized 
a dead-line caller’s heart attack over the phone and saved 
her life by notifying 911.  He became so busy with work and 
volunteer service that he accidentally let his license expire 
in 2007, along with the 2-year grace period, and ended up 
re-testing and becoming re-licensed in 2011, after which he 
was active on the air the rest of his life.  He moved from 
Staunton to Mt. Sidney, where he enjoyed collecting old 
radio receivers, including some from the 1920’s.   Sadly, he 
passed away from cancer in 2014 at the young age of 64.  
Remember his call? 



MARA Secretary’s Report — October 4, 2018 Meeting  
General Meeting called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg, by President Gerald Nauman (KN4FM) at 7:35 P.M.  There were 
24 members and 9 guests present. Introductions were made all around.  

New Member Vote: Shane and Ian McGary (no calls yet), unanimously approved.   Welcome, McGarys! 
New Member First Reading: Andy Jezioro (WA2ONG) 
The Secretary’s Minutes: September approved with corrections:  Bob Steere (N1QEQ), not Bob VanFossen (N4DJG), was on 
the Nominating Committee.  Also, the ARES Report should have included Sentara RMH in the coalition which is getting new ham 
equipment. 

The Treasurer’s Report: September report approved with corrections to some incorrect figures. 

Committee Reports:  
ARES: Bryan Daniels (K4RMY):  A Sentara RMH contact person has been identified, but we are still waiting for a return 
call to discuss how the new equipment will be used, etc.  The next stage of the ARRL ARES site is getting populated with indi-
vidual ARRL accounts.  Waiting to see how that streamlining works. 

Repeater Committee: Mark Hensley (N4YSA) has a group ready to install the new 145.130 repeater antenna.  The 
mounting brackets need to be checked before anyone pulls the antenna up to start the installation. 

VE Committee: Gayle Shull (KU4XN): The next regular test session will be at 9:00 A.M., Dec. 8, 2018, at Woodmen Life, 
3045 John Wayland Hwy (Rt 42) in Dayton.  Beginning March 2, 2019, all VE test sessions will be held on the first Saturday of 
each quarter. 

  Public Service Committee:  Gerald: All aid stations are covered except one for Saturday afternoon. 

Old Business: Due to a mix-up, the list of MARA inventory items was not sent out.  It will be sent on Friday, Oct. 5. 
New Business: The Nominating Committee proposed the following slate for MARA Offices for 2019: 

 President:   Bryan Daniels (K4RMY) 
 Vice President:  Bob Steere (N1QEQ) 
 Treasurer:   Foster Farone (WF4O) 
 Secretary:   Herb Slade (AA2BF) 
 Board Member:  Andrew Pearson (N4RCE) 

 There being no nominations from the floor, the slate nominees were elected by voice vote.  Nominating Committee:  Bob 
Steere, Andrew Pearson, and Herb Slade. 
 
The Program Support Committee (established by the Board of Directors at the September meeting) received three volunteers 
at this meeting.  They are: Bob Dixon (W8HGH), Andrew Pearson (N4RCE), and Gerald Nauman (KN4FM).  These members 
will seek out program presenters together with Vice President Bob Steere, who will chair the Program Support Committee. 

Announcements:  Next meeting: November 1, 2018.   
John Humphrey (W4IM) announced his candidacy for Roanoke Division Vice Director. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.  

Program: Darrell Little (KI4LLA) presented an overview of DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Some of the basics are:  Each 
DMR user must get a DMR ID by registering, and must install CPS software on his/her specific DMR radio.  Then there are 
conversations among DMR repeaters, which may operate over the Internet.  Contacts are either Private (between the Radio 
Ops’ DMR ID#’s), or Group (using the DMR ID# assigned by the network). The repeaters use TDMA (Time Division Multiple 
Access) with which there can be two simultaneous users per DMR repeater, using Tier 2 – 2-slot TDMA, with 12.5 kHZ band-
width.  The two users each have 30 ms windows, i.e., 27.5 ms data with 2.5 ms gaps.  That is just a taste, which would be mi-
raculous if any of my description is accurate!  To get it right, go to Miklor.com for more info about DMR from the horse’s mouth. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Herb Slade (AA2BF), Secretary 
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MARA Treasurer’s Report  — September 21, 2018 to October 20, 2018 

 Opening Balance        $   667.42 

     

 Income:  

   Memberships     $    123.00  

   50/50 – August Meeting   $      17.00  

   Total Income:         $    140.00 

     

     

 Expenses:  

   Electric     $     22.85  

   Speaker Meal      $     17.83  

             Total Expenses:        $    -40.68 

     

 Balance October 20, 2018      $    766.74 

     

     — Submitted by Foster Farone WF4O,  MARA Treasurer  

Correction to Last Month’s MARA Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports 
In addition to the correction to the Secretary’s Report described in this month’s Secretary’s Report, the initial copy of the October 
Monitor contained an error in the Treasurer’s Report.  The expense for insurance was actually $266.00, which accidentally was print-
ed as $250.00.  The corrected copy of the Monitor, with the corrections to both the Secretary’s Report and the Treasurer’s Report will 
be posted on-line, and a corrected copy will be provided via email to any member requestions one from the newsletter editor at 
fordhadr@jmu.edu   

Thanks to Bidders and Buyers of MARA Surplus Property 
Thanks to everyone who bid on the MARA surplus sproperty.  Happy to say, everything was sold!  If you haven’t tendered your payment 
yet, the club treasury would certainly enjoy seeing it.  You can mail your check to MARA at PO Box 1882, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. 



The meeting was called to order by Vice President Gene Frazier KJ4HFO at 7:22 PM at Tactical Walls in Shenan-
doah.  (Thanks to Tim KM4TGC and Carrie KM4WDX for the donation of the use of the facility!)  

10 members were in attendance. 

The Secretary's and Treasurer’s reports were approved. 

Old Business: 

Club Trailer:  The missing key has been resolved. 
  
Club station: A discussion of location was continued due, in part, to a generous offer by Lonny KN4HCF to al-

low the club to locate a station in a building on his property.  Tim KM4TGC was asked about the possible 
hours of access to the Tactical Walls site and responded that generally 6:30AM to 5 PM was available.  
No conclusion about location was made. 

 
A thorough presentation and discussion of the completed survey for club meeting date and time concluded 

with general agreement that the present meeting day and time were relatively optimum and that adding 
some “social” events and other content changes were appropriate.  A few missing items of information 
not gathered by the survey, such as the optimum week of the month, may be addressed with another sur-
vey.  It was resolved that Tim KM4TGC and perhaps Dave K4DPF and others would attempt to arrange a 
“social” meeting for November. 

New Business:   

None 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Gary Fischer K6OZ, PVARC Secretary 

PVARC Secretary’s Report — October 11, 2018 Meeting 
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VARA Secretary’s Report — October 2, 2018 Meeting    
The October meeting of VARA, Inc, was brought to order by President David Fordham KD9LA, at 7 pm. 30 members, visitors, 
and guests were present. The usual introductions were made.   
 
The first reading of the membership application of Robert Moore, KN3Y, was done. He lives in Grottoes, and has been there 
about 4 months. 
 
The 50/50 drawing for $19.00 was won by Frank Prochaska, KN4ILH. A second-chance drawing was won by Mark Whitis, 
AK4OL.  
 
The secretary's report was accepted as printed in the Monitor. 
 
The treasurer's report was given by Greg Czerniak, W4GRC; accepted. 
 
ARES: David Tanks AD4TJ noted that the next net will be October 11th, at 8 pm, on the 146.850 repeater, with Net Control by 
Fred Evans N4KYM. We are still in hurricane sesson. He thanked everyone for volunteering for the Public Service events, and 
especially those who are/were heading them up. 
 
Fall Foliage Bike Festival: Lenny Vincent, N4LXP, has posted notices for help on the valley hams group, still needs more to 
volunteer.  

The Grindstone 100: Gordon Batey, WA4FJC: thanked all who have signed up, still have a couple of open spots. 

Old business: VARA name badges: Greg has handed out some of them at the meeting. 

Christmas Banquet: David KD9LA said that it is the first Tuesday in December at the Golden Corral in Waynesboro; due to a 
previous reservation, we can not get into the room until 7 pm. We will get a 10 percent discount off the meal, due to the lack 
of heat we experienced last year. We will get the " Veteran's Discount " due to the cash register not being able to have a ham 
club discount programmed into it; be sure to mention that when you are paying; if there is any doubt, have a manager come 
help out the cashier.  

Al Bonck N3JB and Gordon WA4FJC are helping the widow of Ron Birch, W4ZEE, SK, disperse his ham radio equipment; be 
sure to let them know if you are interested in anything that was published in the Monitor or through the valley ham group 
email. The VARA club gets the proceeds from the sale. 

Fall Foliage Festival: Randall Wolfe reported that Natural Chimneys will not be the site for the 2nd start this year, as they have 
a different event going on; Sangersville Towers Ruritan is the 2nd start this year. The primary site will be St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church. He thanked everyone for helping out in the Valley Veteran's Ride. David AD4TJ reminded us that we have 
to vote each year on whether or not we will waive the dues for the next year for any member who puts in at least 4 hours into 
the Fall Foliage, as it is one of the most involved events we cover. 650 riders have signed up, so far. 20 hams are needed for 
Saturday, and about 12 or more for Sunday. The motion was made by David, seconded, and passed. 

New business:  Nominating Committee: Ray Lefalce K2ULW, Kevin Numbers KC8MTV: the proposed slate of officers for 
2019:  President KD9LA, VP Jeff Rinehart W4PJW, Secretary David AD4TJ, Treasurer John Chevalaz KB2LOZ; and new Board 
member-at-large Wayne Bowyer N4EYZ. Since Jeff can't hold 2 positions at one time( he is a current Board member ), a call 
was made for someone to step up to be a Board member; Ray agreed to serve there. A call was made to close the nomina-
tions of the slate; seconded and passed. The club voted by voice acclamation to accept the slate of officers. Thank you, Ray 
and Kevin.       (continued) 
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VARA Secretary’s Report — September 4, 2018 Meeting    (continued) 
Announcements: W4CA w4ca.com is a web site created by W4CA of Rockbridge County/Lexington. They are sponsoring ham 
radio classes. 

Any members of VARA not receiving the Monitor should email Dave at kd9la@arrl.net. 

Jim Menard KN4FJG showed us the Pico APRS HT transceiver he bought from HRO for $230.00; it is a very small unit, puts 
out 1 watt high power or 1/2 watt low power. It is great for bicycling, balloning, etc.  

Special Events: David AD4TJ brought up some events that club members might be interested in. 

With no other business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm. 

A program on Digital Mobile Radio was brought to us by Darrell Little, KI4LLA, of Roanoke. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David AD4TJ, VARA Secretary 
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The Monitor is your newsletter.  Submissions are always appreciated:  Contest operations, SOTA expe-
ditions, new and rare countries worked, DXpeditions contacted, antenna raisings, homebrew projects, 
pictures of your shack, tower, portable operation, your grandchildren, cats, — anything.   

Thanks to all the contributors who helped make this month’s issue another super copy. 
 



NOVEMBER 2018 

November 1:  MARA Club Meeting 
November 3-4:  ARRL DX CW November Sweepstakes 
November 4:  Page County ARES Net (146.550 simplex) 
November 5:  Rockingham County ARES Net (146.55 simplex) 
November 6:  VARA Club Meeting 
November 8:  Augusta County ARES Net (146.850 PL 131.8) 
November 8:  PVARC Club Meeting 
November 10-11:  10-10 International Fall Contest Digital Weekend 
November 11:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
November 12:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
November 16-18:  ARRL DX Phone Sweepstakes 
November 18:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
November 29:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
November 24-25:  CQ World-Wide DX Contest CW Weekend 
November 26:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
November 27:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
November 30:  ARRL 160-meter Contest 
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DECEMBER 2018 

December 1:  ARRL 160-meter Contest (conclusion) 
December 2:  10-meter RTTY Contest 
December 3:  Page County ARES Net (146.550 simplex) 
December 4:  Rockingham County ARES Net (146.55 simplex) 
December 5:  VARA Club Christmas Banquet — Golden Corral W’boro 7 pm 
December 7:  MARA Club Christmas Banquet 
December 8:  VE Exams — last ones for 2018 
December 8-9:  ARRL 10-meter Contest 
December 9:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
December 10:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
December 13:  Augusta County ARES Net (146.850 PL 131.8) 
December 15:  PVARC Club Meeting 
December 16:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
December 17:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
December 23:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
December 24 (?):  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
December 31 (?):  Rockingham County ARES Net (145.130 PL 131.8) 



MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President: Gerald Nauman, KN4FM  
Vice President:  David Fordham, KD9LA 

Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF 
Treasurer: Foster Farone, WF4O 

Board (exp 2018): Rick Adams, KJ4IND 
Board (exp 2019):  Andrew Pearson N4RCE 

 
 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 
PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 
President:  David Fordham, KD9LA 

Vice President:  Benny Cook, N4BCC  
Secretary:  David Tanks, AD4TJ 

Treasurer:  Greg Czerniak, W4GRC 
Board Member (exp. 2018): John Keller, W4ZAO 
Board Member (exp 2019): Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW 

 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Hometown Grill and Buffet  

off Richmond Rad in Staunton, Virginia 

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, 
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are welcome 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

VARA 
PO Box 2103 

Staunton, VA 24402 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

President:  Will Baukhages, N4WIL 
Vice President:  Gene Frazier, KJ4HFO 

Secretary:  Gary Fischer, K6OZ 
Treasurer:  Carrie Matter, KM4WDX 

Board Member (exp 2018):  Tim Matter, KM4TGC 
Board Member (exp 2019):  Dave Firestone, K4DPF 

 

http://www.k4pmh.org 

PVARC meets the second Thurdsay of each 
month at Tactical Walls, 

611 Williams Avenue in Shenandoah, Virginia   

The meeting begins at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

PVARC 
PO Box 245 

Luray VA 22835-0245 

 

The Monitor is published monthly  
for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  
to all club members in good standing. 

Contact the president of your respective club  
for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  
starting a few months after publication. 

The clubs derive their revenue from memberships,. 
The Monitor is not made regularly available on a 

timely basis to individuals who are not club members, 
but occasional complimentary current copies are 
provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the 
Fair Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 

Editor:  David Fordham, KD9LA, 
email:  kd9la@arrl.net or fordhadr@jmu.edu  
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