
April 2019  

The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc., program will be a special out-of-town guest speak-
er Chuck Stover, KQ4S, who will present a program on the Summits on the Air program.  Eric Pultz 
K9JEP, and Bradley Boyd, as well as several other local hams are involved in this interesting aspect of 
the hobby.  Come out March 2 and hear about the SOTA awards. 

MARA Guest Speaker April 4:    Chuck Stover K4QS — Summits on the Air 

The Annual Picnic for the Valley Amateur Radio Association, Inc., is now scheduled for Saturday, Au-
gust 24.  This covered-dish affair is always a great way to fellowship with VARA members in a more 
relaxed atmosphere than the monthly club meeting.  It is held at the pavilion at Gypsy Hill Park. 

VARA Family Picnic Date Set:  August 24 

If KD9LA received your money at or before the Weyers Cave Swapmeet March 23, your magnetic 
signs are on order.  Expected delivery date is sometime around April 14.  Unless something goes 
wrong, the signs will probably be distributed at the May club meetings. 

Magnetic Signs On Order 

Field Day is the fourth full weekend in June.   The joint MARA/VARA Field Day will be held at the 
Stokesville Campground again this year.  The Committee meetings are being held at the Burger King 
in Mount Crawford, on the SECOND THURSDAY of the month, at 6:00 p.m.  All hams are welcome! 

MARA/VARA Field Day Committee Meetings on Thursdays This Year 
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Thursday April 11 —  PVARC Meeting:   Tactical Walls 

The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc., 
will hold its April monthly meeting on Thursday, April 
4 the normal location, the Wood Grill, 1711 Reservoir 
Street in Harrisonburg. Dinner starts shortly before 
6:30 p.m. . Followed by the business meeting at 7:30 
p.m.   This month’s program is a special guest speak-
er K4QS addressing the Summits on the Air (SOTA) 
program.  All hams and visitors are invited and wel-
come.   

Thursday April 4 —  MARA Meeting:  Wood Grill  

The Valley Amateur Radio Association, Inc., will hold it’s 
April monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 2 at the  
Hometown Grill and Buffet just north of Highway 250, 1 
block east of I-81’s Exit 219 in Staunton.   The meal be-
gins at 6:00 pm, the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm.   

Tuesday April 2  — VARA Meeting:  Hometown Grill and Buffet  

The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club will be held on the sec-
ond Thursday April 11 at the normal location, Tactical 
Walls, in Shenandoah.  The address is 611 Williams Ave-
nue, Shenandoah VA 22849.  Tactical Walls is a manufac-
turing facility with a nice meeting room that is just east of 
highway 340 in Shenandoah.  Turn east off 340, go about 
one block and drive through the gate in the fence and 
around to the door on the right.    
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The Weyers Cave  
Community Center  parking 
lot showing 59 vehicles  at 

mid-morning, Photo provided 
by Gary Van Fossen, KI4FZV. 

The Weyers Cave Swapmeet exceeded expectations.  Sponsored by the Valley Amateur Radio Associ-
ation (VARA), over 21 tables were paid for, and many hams brought more goods for sale than could 
fit on the six-foot tables.  Although no formal count was kept, there were 68 people in attendance at 
10:15 when KB4WPE took a headcount.  It is estimated that over the four hours the doors were open, 
close to 150 people attended.  Permission was granted by the Community Center Board to add two 
more tables against the wall to expand the “giveaway” table to five tables, and many hams found 
treasure from among another ham’s trash.   

Tables were reserved by:  David Fordham KD9LA, Gordon Batey WA4FJC, Bradley Boyd W4BVB, Mat-
thew Huffman KD4UPL, Wayne Bowyer N4EYZ, Bob McCracken N4JGO, Al Bonck N3JB, John Nelson 
N3JN, Pete Fundinger AA4PF, John Keller W4ZAO, Ray Ritchie K4NRA, Gerry Brunk K4RBZ, Ray 
LaFalce K2ULW, Mike Parker KI4UNP, Andrew Pearson N4RCE, Howard Zehn K4LXY, Tim Miller 
KG4HOT, Vic Berger W2TDU, David Tanks AD4TJ, and Al Bogden KF4AGT. 

Special thanks to Bradley Boyd W4BVB, John Keller W4ZAO, and Debbie Fordham, KB4WPE for show-
ing up early and staying late to help with the setup and takedown. 

And thanks to all the dozens of local hams who showed up for their support.   
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The long-awaited K4MRA 145.130 repeater antenna is now at its permanent installation site, on the Rockingham 
County Communications Tower, courtesy of the Rockingham County Public Works Department.   

On Tuesday, March 19, the seven-man crew assembled at Massanutten Peak, and after a safety briefing, split 
into two separate groups.   

One group, Crew 2, consisted of Jeff Rinehart W4PJW, Mark Whittis AK4OL, and tower climber Bradley Boyd 
W4BVB, climbed a nearby commercial tower and removed the old MARA GE StationMaster antenna from a loca-
tion where it had been abandoned for over a decade.  This antenna was at least 30 years old, and had required 
repairs before being abandoned in favor of the county site about ten years ago.  This work had been backlogged 
for many years, and gratitude is expressed to the tower owner for patience in allowing this old antenna to remain 
until now. 

The other group, Crew 1, comprised of David Fordham KD9LA, Bryan Daniels K4RMY, and tower climbers Mark 
Hensley N4YSA and Herb Slade AA2BF, first removed the new HX6-14448 antenna from its temporary location on 
the northeast leg of the County Public Works tower.  The crew removed the antenna from its temporary mount, 
which had become damaged during a windstorm in early March.  The HX6 antenna was then fastened on a heavi-
er mount which had been custom engineered and manufactured by Larry Harrison K3JRR just for this installation.  
The tower crew then installed the antenna and its new mount on the south tower leg, its final and permanent lo-
cation. 

Upon completion of the work, the 145.130 Yaesu System Fusion DR1 repeater cabling configuration was modi-
fied to use the new, higher-gain, HX6 antenna for both repeater receive and transmit.  Massanutten Peak ground 
level is 2850 feet above mean sea level.  The permanent location allows the repeater signal to clear the peak of 
Massanutten Mountain.  This places the antenna at its coordinated location and height, as expected at the time 
the repeater’s coordination was approved by TMARC. 

Thanks to the entire crew who devoted essentially the entire afternoon to the project: 

Mark Hensley, N4YSA, Lead Tower Climber, Crew 1, County Liaison, and Project Manager 

Herb Slade, AA2BF, Tower Climber, Crew 1 

Bryan Daniels, K4RMY, Ground Crew, Crew 1 

David Fordham, KD9LA, Ground Crew, Crew 1 

Bradley Boyd, W4BVB, Tower Climber, Crew 2 

Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW, Ground Crew, Crew 2  

Mark Whittis, AK4OL, Ground Crew, Crew 2 

Thanks also to Larry Harrison, K3JRR, for technical advice, mounting engineering and construction, and 
feedline cable work. 

The crew wishes to again thank all the MARA donors who made this relatively-expensive project possible. 

The 145.13 Repeater Antenna is Finally in its Permanent Location 
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Above, L-R:  Bryan Daniels K4RMY, Bradley Boyd W4BVB, Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW, Mark Whittis AK4OL, Mark Hensley 
N4YSA< and Herb Slade AA2BF) Not pictured:  David Fordham, KD9LA — photo taken by KD9LA 

Below:  The view of Mark N4YSA, taken by Herb Slade AA2BF, las they prepare the location for the antenna. 
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Right:  Herb AA2BF and Mark N4YSA fastening the heavy-duty 
mount and antenna to the south tower leg.  The job was made 
more difficult by the lack of climbing steps on this particular leg of 
the tower. 

Below:  The completed project, showing the antenna on the south-
ern leg of the tower.  This photo is looking up towards the north-
east. 

 

Bottom Right:  Coming down after a job well done.  The crew was 
on the ground before dark.  Since the crew worked through dinner 
time, they enjoyed a supper of breakfast food at the Thunderbird 
Café in McGaheysville. 
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We had a good test session at the Woodman Life building in Dayton on March 2. Many thanks to them 
for the use of their building.  

There were three candidates, all passed the Technician class license tests. Congratulation to each of 
you. I want to also thank the VEs that were there to help: Ray Ritchie K4NRA; Bryan Daniels K4RMY; Rob-
ert Moore KN3Y; Pat Morgan AK4VQ; and Jim Lehman W4POL.  The session was coordinated by Gerald 
Nauman, KF4FM, in the absence of the VE Coordinator Gayle Shull KU4XN.. 
 
The next test session is on June 1 at 9 am at the same location. Hope we have a good turn out for that 
session.  

Eric Evans, K4NDN, is a volunteer mem-
ber of the National Hurricane Watch 
Net.  This organization was founded in 
1965 to serve the National Hurricane 
Center and the general public.  Its mis-
sion includes not only relaying weather 
information and reports for NOAA, but 
also manning the HF bands during tropi-
cal storms, disturbances, and hurri-
canes.  Net members such as Eric 
stsand ready to handle health and wel-
fare traffic as well as rescue coordina-
tion, relief operations, and almost any 
other communications to or from the 
affected areas.  To the right is Eric’s 
well-appointed shack in Elkton, set up 
and ready to go at the start of this 
year’s hurricane season June 1.  For 
more information go to: 

                        http://hwn.org  
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What is EME, you say? It is an abbrevia-
tion for Earth-Moon-Earth communication. 
You send your signal to the moon, and it is 
reflected back to earth, to be received by 
whomever is listening on that frequency/
band. 

K4EME, Cowles, of Churchville, is our resi-
dent EME operator. He uses 2 bands: 432 
MHz, and 1296 MHz. For 432, he is using 
an array of 8 yagis, each of which is 33 
feet long, in an arrangement of 4 wide by 
2 high( see picture ). He transmits using 
1000 watts or more for CW, or approxi-
mately 600 watts for the JT65 digital 
mode. He can receive with that array or 
with a smaller setup of 4x22 element ya-
gis( vertically polarized, as opposed to the horizontal polarization of the bigger array ). On 1296 he is 
using a 10 foot C-band TVRO satellite dish antenna, with about 500 watts of transmit power. 

With this setup, Cowles entered the above contest, with this result: 

He entered the Single Operator, All Mode, All Band category, even though he only has equipment to op-
erate on 2 of the 9 bands available; therefore, he has to compete with other better-equipped( read that 
as operators with more money! ) stations who can use many bands to make contacts. In this category, 

there were 25 world-wide entries. He came in 
11th place with a score of 225,500 points with a 
total of 55 QSO’s: 22 on 432, and 33 on 1296. 
Out of US entries he came in third place out of 8. 
All of his contacts were made using JT65B on 
432 and JT65B on 1296. Congratulations, 
Cowles! 

73, David AD4TJ( ex-2meter EME’er ) 

Cowles Andrus, K4EME, Scores Third Place in the U.S. in EME Contest 
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Numerous hams from Augusta and Rockingham County took part in the 2019 Virginia QSO Party the 
weekend of March 16-17.   

John Keller W4ZAO made a whopping 602 contacts, eight on 20m, 2 on 40m, and the rest on 80-meters 
due to the low sunspot numbers.  John worked 119 of the 134 possible Virginia counties and cities, tying 
the contest record. 

David Tanks AD4TJ made 127 contacts, 52 multipliers, 257 points, for a claimed score of 13,364 using 
100 watts into an inverted L antenna only 70 feet long, with traps for 40 and 80 meters.     

Ray Albers, K2HYD, activated Rockingham County which historically has been under-represented in this 
contest.  Ray made 71 contacts, using 100 watts into his SteppIR vertical.   

Jim Clymer WS6X, also activated Rockingham County, making 180 contacts with 62 multipliers for a 
score of 22,320 points.   

Jeff Rinehart W4PJW experienced the ever-popular “Technical Difficulties related to interfacing radios to 
computers”, but still managed to work 287 QSOs and100 multipliers for a claimed score of 35,500 
points.  Jeff even made one contact on 20 meters, and Jim made five contacts on 20-meters, John Keller 
made eight contacts on 20-meters, but the deplorable band conditions pretty much limited most hams 
else to either VHF or 40-meters and down.   

Pat Morgan, AK4VQ, and Ed Varner N4EDI, also worked this contest, making for a good showing from the 
Valley.  Bob McCracken N4JGO, who was simply looking for some “new ones”, contributed contacts and 
points to numerous participants.  And Gene Sullivan, WA4NUF usually walks away from this contest with 
the plaque, but we’ll see how the scores come out this year. 
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Started with good intentions. How hard could it be to give John & Dave a run for their money on phone? 
First things first.  
1. Try to figure how to make K3 work on SSB. (Does N1MM even recognize SSB?) 
2. Hmmm. Looks like SSB requires a MIC. Does the K3 have a built-in? Apparently not! 
3. Spent 45 minutes S & P looking for MIC. I certainly THOUGHT I had one somewhere! 
4. No dice! Well, as part of the PZM design team at Crown, why couldn’t I build my own? Well, yes, 

that was 45 years ago!! 
5. From my early days in the studio, I remember that ribbon mics had a nice low end (Might help my 

hi-pitched , squeaky voice!). 
6. Also remember dynamic / moving coil design, so I suspect it should be a hybrid. Hey, it’s contest 

time. Who has time to search old engineering textbooks… er, uh – the Internet? 
7. Assemble needed parts: case, ribbon, toroidal output transformer, misc. mounting stuff… 
8. Open can of soup, save contents for lunch. Drill holes, solder screen around the opening (Prevents 

spewing peanuts from damaging ribbon when op gets overly excited!). 
9. Very carefully cut alum foil ribbon. (I’m pretty sure it was alum foil. Or was it mylar?) 
10. Transformer? This toroid of unknown parentage should work. About 50 turns of #36 magnet wire 

will do! 
11. Carefully wrap assembly in soft foam and gently place in soup can. Duct tape across the bottom 

holds everything in place. 
12. Eureka! Just happen to have a pre-wired, 8-pin Foster pigtail in the junk box. (Wonder where in the 

world that came from!!) 
13. Everything’s connected! Hit the footswitch (Don’t get excited. I use that for CW operating!). 
14. Nada. Zilch!?! 
15. Probably needs a preamp! Remember that tiny preamp from that electret repair job I did years 

ago? Wow, it’s still there in the toolbox where I left it! Man, I need to clean house! 
16. New strategy: preamp needs phantom power supply. Aha! My Behringer mixer has a phantom sup-

ply. 
17. Everything ready to go. Push the phantom voltage button! 
18. Huh? Was that a frying sound? What’s that smell? 
19. Eau du Campbell’s Chicken Noodle!! 
20. That reminds me, I’m hungry!   
21. Drat! How did that little dog get up here on the counter top? 
22. Just woke from my post-lunch nap. 
23. What, the contest is nearly over? Still no MIC? 
24. Who needs a silly SSB contest anyway?? 
  
                    73 es better luck next time!   Jim – WS6X 

WS6X:  How to Work the ARRL DX SSB Contest in a Few Easy Steps 
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If you ever considered lending a hand with food preparation for your local Field Day, this recipe is guaranteed to 
attract lots of attention. My personal guarantee... You will have a blast! 
 

Anodized Chicken  
A Recipe for Field Day Culinary Success 
 

Several decades ago, while an active part of a ham club in northern Indiana, year after year during Field Day plan-
ning, I observed the difficulty our club president had in finding volunteers to do the cooking. I further observed 
that the available talent pool consisted mostly of male types, with little or no experience behind a flapjack flipper! 

Being an accomplished chef myself, I thought I knew the problem and a solution. I figured the problem was simply 
this: putting a mess of chow on a table in front of a hungry hoard of peers, undoubtedly including several whiners 
and complainers, was just too intimidating for someone who was already nervous about even being seen in a 
kitchen. The solution was this: I developed a series of recipes using terminology and ingredients that were an eve-
ryday part of any true-blooded male's reality. The icing on the cake, so to speak, was that preparation of these 
succulent delights required only simple hand tools, none of those fancy gadgets found in the typical female kitch-
en! 

"Anodized Chicken", the first recipe I introduced was an instant hit! Heretofore kitchen stumblebums were consist-
ently turning out heaps of mouth-watering, dark brown chicken. Yes, you may feel a bit insecure the first time you 
try this recipe, but I assure you, after a trial batch in the privacy of your own back yard, this fail-safe recipe will 
have you the envy of all your ham buddies. Your culinary skill will make you a perennial favorite for many a Field 
Day and club picnic to come! Just follow these simple directions. Here goes! 

Tools You Will Need:  
 
- metal oil collecting pan (If you don't change your own oil, you can sneak into your local ACE Hardware and when 
no one who might recognize you is around, ask the female sales assistant for a "heavy duty aluminum roasting 
pan." Don't worry if you don't know what this means. She'll know exactly what you want!)  
 
- heavy duty jumper cables  
- cordless drill with 1/8" bit  
- 10" pump pliers  
- pump type oil can  
- heavy leather gloves  
- safety goggles 

 

Stuff You Need to Make This Recipe:  
 
- Cut up chicken parts (Buy mostly legs and thighs, the parts that men really like. You should purchase a few 
breasts to satisfy the rare dude who claims to be watching his weight, calories, cholesterol, or whatever. And you 
may find a few ladies present. They seem to prefer white meat.) How many parts to buy? You can figure 2-3 piec-
es for each 225 lb. linebacker type who says he'll be there.  
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- Heavy duty aluminum foil  
- water  
- Soaking Sauce  
     - more water  
     - salt  
     - pepper  
     - 10W-40 motor oil (Quaker State multi blend seems to impart the best flavor.) 

How to Make This Recipe (follow closely): 

- With the drill and 1/8" bit, drill several holes about 1/2" deep into each piece of chicken. You should have 1 hole 
per square inch. This promotes ingress of the soaking sauce and greatly enhances flavor. (Oh, most likely the cho-
lesterol counters above will insist that you use "skinless" chicken for their servings. This is easily accomplished. 
Hold the part in one hand and grab a chunk of skin at one end with the pump pliers. A good yank on the pliers 
and the skin will be easily removed!) 

- Arrange the chicken pieces in the metal oil pan. Pour enough water over the chicken to about half cover. With 
the oil can, uniformly squirt Quaker State over the pieces until the chicken is a nice gray color. Sprinkle about a 
half a fist of salt over the pieces, and finish with a generous sprinkling of pepper. Slosh the chicken pieces around 
in the soaking sauce until uniformly coated. Let the pan sit at room temperature for at least 2 hours. 

- Save all the soaking sauce in the oil pan. Tear off 10" wide pieces of aluminum foil - 1 piece of foil for each 
chicken part. Starting on the shorter side, carefully wrap each piece of chicken in the foil. You should have 2 com-
plete wraps. Twist the ends for a tight seal. Put the wrapped parts back in the oil pan. Carefully create a "lid" for 
the pan with at least 2 layers of the foil. 

- Prepare the cooking area. Place the pan of chicken on a non-flammable table near enough to a "battery do-
nor" (A 4WD Hummer works very well for this.) so that your jumper cables will reach from the battery to the chick-
en pan. Now put on the heavy leather gloves and the safety goggles. 

- You will need 2 helpers for this final step. The first helper will apply the cable clamps to the battery, and the sec-
ond helper will goose the accelerator in the Hummer on cue from you. OK. On your end, grip both battery clamps 
firmly, one in each hand. Have helper #1 at the battery end, clamp on to the POSITIVE terminal first, then the 
NEGATIVE terminal. Now, you firmly attach the POSITIVE clamp on to one side of the metal chicken pan. Cue help-
er #2 to gently goose the engine. Quickly, but firmly attach the NEGATIVE clamp to the opposite end of the metal 
pan. Please note: If the Hummer engine didn't die instantly, be prepared to remove the negative clamp from the 
oil pan as soon as the jumper cables get very warm to the touch (about 2 seconds). If you want extra tender chick-
en, you could allow the chicken to steam in the pan for an additional 1 or 2 minutes. 

- I know, some of you are asking, "How could the chicken possibly be cooked in just a few seconds?" Truthfully, 
this process took me so long to perfect, that I claim it as proprietary, intellectual property, and am hoping to pa-
tent it some day. But here is a tiny clue. Remember Ohms law? If you think about the impedance of the oil pan, 
and the very warm jumper cables, you might guess that my secret involves super-heated water. You would be on 
the right track! 

That's it! Chicken is ready to serve! 

 

Jim Clymer, WS6X 
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MARA Treasurer’s Report — February 21, 2019 to March 20, 2019 

Opening Balance    $ 3,156.25 

     

Income: Memberships   $     15.00  

 50/50 – March Meeting   $     16.00  

       

        

        

 Total Income:     $      31.00 

     

     
Expens-

es: Electric   $   22.90  

 Va Corp Comm annual filing    $   25.00  

 Postage    $   20.21  

        

     

 

                              Total Expens-
es:       $   68.11 

     

Balance   March 20, 2018   $  3,119.14 

     

     

     

 

Submitted by Foster Farone WF4O 
MARA Treasurer   
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The meeting was called to order by President Will Baukhages N4WIL at 7:05 PM at Tactical Walls in 
Shenandoah.  (Thanks to Tim KM4TGC and Carrie KM4WDX for the donation of the use of the facility!)  
13 members were in attendance 

The meeting was held as an informal meeting. No reports were taken. Preparations for Field Day, recent 
improvements in Amateur Radio facilities at Valley Health, and the officer elections at the previous meet-
ing were discussed. The main focus of the meeting was a presentation by Mark N4YSA of some interest-
ing ideas for a ‘balloon project” with a view toward having club members undertake such a project. Tech-
nical and logistical details were discussed. Starting simple and working up to more complex payloads 
seemed attractive. 

As a special treat Tim KM4TGC served up some barbecued hot dogs, hamburgers and steaks. Thanks 
Tim ! 

A good time was had by all ! 

Announcements: 

The club wishes to announce to all readers of the Monitor that the club meeting time and date continues 
to be 7PM on the 2nd Thursday of each month. 

Respectfully submitted by Gary Fischer K6OZ, PVARC Secretary 

PVARC Secretary’s Report  — March 14 Meeting 

MARA Secretary’s Report — January 3, 2019 Meeting 
General Meeting called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg, by Vice President Bob Steere 
(N1QEQ) at 7:34 P.M.  There were 27 members and 3 guests present. Introductions were made all 
around.  
New Member Vote: Virgil Trent (KN4SXI) was unanimously welcomed to MARA. Congrats, Virgil! 
New Member First Reading: none 
The Secretary’s Minutes:  approved as printed in the Monitor. 
The Treasurer’s Report: approved as printed in the Monitor.  
Committee Reports:  

ARES: Gerald Nauman (KN4FM):  55 sections across the country (including MARA!) sent ob-
jections to ARRL, concerning its revised requirements for ARES membership.  As a result, 
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ARRL has decided to make membership free for all 3 levels, and recommended, instead of 
required, courses for all levels except for level 3. As a result, ARRL is making the classes free 
for levels 1 and 2, and recommended, instead of required. Courses for level 3 are required in 
addition to taking all the lower level courses except for the ICS 300 and 400 which are recom-
mended. 
Repeater Committee: David Fordham (KD9LA):  145.130 repeater:  The new Hustler HX6-
14448 repeater antenna’s mount was damaged by the recent high winds.  A work force will go 
out with a stronger mount on the first good Saturday.  At the same visit, the antenna will be 
moved to the other side of the tower for better repeater coverage. 
VE Committee: Gerald Nauman KN4FM: Three new Technicians were licensed at the last 
test.  The next regular test session will be at 9:00 A.M.,June 1, at Woodmen Life Building, 
3045 John Wayland Hwy (Rt 42) in Dayton.  
Field Day Committee:  The first committee meeting will be held at 6:00 P.M. March 14, at the 
Mt. Crawford Burger King. 
Audit Committee:  Sheryl Tonini (KJ4DOC) reported that the MARA Treasury audit found no 
evidence of missing or inaccurate information, and verified the propriety of all expenditures. 

 Public Service Committee:  No report 
 

Old Business: none 

New Business: Bob Steere requested pictures of past FD activities that can be used in a program 
for June.   
Announcements:  David KD9LA announced that VARA is ordering magnetic signs with the 
ARRL emblem and the words “Radio Communications”.  They are designed for vehicles partici-
pation in ham activities such as communication support at public events.  The signs will cost $13 
apiece, with VARA covering Shipping & Handling costs.  Anyone interested in purchasing must pay 
in advance by no later than the Weyers Cave Community Center Ham Radio Swap Meet on 
March 23.  
David also mentioned that there are still 5 tables available for rent at the Swap Meet 
Bob Dixon (WX4CPL) learned about a program involving hams during recent disaster situations. 
See Bob for further details.  Also, he wants to talk to school officials about 
setting up a school demo station.  Bob will bring this up at our next meet-
ing.  
50/50 Drawing: $16 won by Carol Landes WX4CPL,  with $16 going to 
the MARA Treasury. Congrats, Carol! 
Next meeting: 7:30 P.M. April 4, 2019 at Wood Grill.   
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.  
Program: No program, as Jim Junkins (W4JLJ) who was to give the pro-
gram was called to an incident involving shots fired in a local parking lot. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Herb Slade (AA2BF), Secretary 
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The meeting was held at the Hometown Grill and Buffet in Staunton, and was brought to order at 7:02 
pm by President David Fordham KD9LA. 39 members and guests were in attendance. The usual intro-
ductions were made. The 50/50 drawing for $20.00 was won by Angie Nash, KM4FAI, who donated it 
back to the club. 

Three new members were voted on and accepted: Tom Benson WA4ESI, Brad Benson W1TH, and Doug 
Edwards KA4NWK. Welcome! The first reading of the application of Tom Shehane KM4LHR was made. 

The Secretary’s report was accepted as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer’s report: John Chevalaz KB2LOZ, gave an updated/revised January report, due to the monthly 
figures should be from the first day of the month through the last day of the month. Voted on and ac-
cepted. February’s report was given. It was brought up that the outstanding checks should be included 
in the expenditures, not wait for it to show up on the bank balance. A motion was made to defer voting 
on the acceptance of the February report until the April meeting. Seconded and passed. 

Audit Committee: David KD9LA thanked the members of the Audit committee for their hard work. Those 
members were: John Lasher N3GLZ, Ray La Falce K2ULW, and Kevin Numbers KC8MTV. Their report 
found the financial records to be in good order. The report was accepted. 

Insurance ommittee: John Lasher N3GLZ and John Chevalaz KB2LOZ had presented the Board their re-
port; it was given to the club by N3GLZ: the ARRL plan was compared to at least 2 other company’s 
plans, and found to have comparable coverage at a lower cost to the club. The Board voted  to accept 
their findings, and go with the ARRL’s plan, at $200.00 per year. 

Field Day Committee: John Keller W4ZAO has accepted the chairmanship for 2019; the first meeting will 
be March 14th, at the Mount Crawford Burger King, at 6 pm. It will be open to any who want to attend, 
not just committee members. Besides John, Fred Castello KF4FC is on the committee. A call was made 
for another volunteer to step up( preferably a newer ham, to get some experience ); Erika Kancler 
K4NOV said she would give it a try. Thanks, Erika! 

ARES® report: David Tanks AD4TJ, reported that the next net will be the 14th, at 8 pm; with no volun-
teers to be NC, David said he would handle it. He will bring the membership more info on the ARRL’s ac-
ceptance of the changes made to the requirements for ARES® members when he has it to give. David 
KD9LA said that the MARA club sent in their resolution of objections with the ARRL’s changes to the pro-
gram to the Virginia Section Emergency Coordinator, and he wrote back: “I’m with you all the way “, or 
words to that effect, and to have some patience, as there may be some changes coming to the require-
ments. 

Announcements: the VARA Club Picnic will be August 24th.  

March 23 will be the Weyers Cave Swapfest, at the WC Community Center. 

VARA Secretary’s Report  — March 5, 2019 Meeting 
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The bike ride in June that David KD9LA brought up last month, said that they would not need our help, 
as cell phone coverage is good for the entire route. 

The Board did vote affirmatively to give new members a name badge at no cost to them, and that any-
one else who would want one would pay what each would cost the club. 

The Board also voted to order magnetic signs that say “Radio Communications“ from the ARRL, and 
make them available to any who pre-pay, for $26.00 for a pair, or $13.00 for one sign. The check must 
be mailed to the PO Box for the club, as printed in the newsletter on the last page. 

Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV, reported that the donation from the club helped out with the 145.290 C4FM 
repeater, which is getting good reports from those who check in to the Saturday night nets at 8 pm. The 
Yaesu North American sales rep, John Kruk, N9UPC, was available to check in and give a short presenta-
tion on Fusion/C4FM operations. 

Old business:  none. 

New business:  

 Daylight Savings Time starts this weekend. 

Winlink: Bob Van Fossen K4DJG noted that there is a digipeater on Wintergreen that will get you 
to a Gateway near Charlottesville. Its frequency is 145.550. 

It was noted that since the MARA letter of protest was submitted to the Section Emergency Coor-
dinator, as noted above, had gotten a positive response from him, that it was felt by Bryan Dan-
iels K4RMY EC for Rockingham County, that it would probably not be necessary for us to also 
send a letter, at this time. 

Special Events and Contests: David AD4TJ brought us up-to-date on those. 

John Keller W4ZAO(winner of several contests using low power) gave a talk on sideband contesting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,  

David Tanks, AD4TJ, Secretary for VARA, Inc.  
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The March mystery ham is the late Ken Anderson, ex-W4JQT.  
Ken (the older) was an active MARA member, and had served 
many years in the ham communities in Indiana, Florida, Virgin-
ia and other locations. Over his years as a ham, he amassed a 
folder six or eight inches thick of Elmer appreciation certifi-
cates from hams who he had helped get their ticket and get 
on the air. He worked for AT&T as a microwave engineer and 
later as a satellite engineer. He retired to Englewood, FL, 
where he was a member of EARS (Englewood Amateur Radio 
Society). He passed away in Harrisonburg in 2013, only a 
week before his 90th birthday. His callsign is now held by his 
son, also Ken Anderson, now the new W4JQT, who lives in the 
valley and is an active member of both MARA and VARA, and 
is on the bands almost every day, keeping his dad’s callsign 
on the air. 

March 
Mystery  
Ham: 
 
Ken 
Anderson 
(the older) 
Ex- W4JQT, 
SK 

 
April 
Mystery  
Ham: 
 
Another Elmer 
Extraordinaire 

The April Mystery Ham was reported in his obituary in 
the December 1998 Monitor as “being responsible for 
creating more hams in the Shenandoah Valley than any-
one else.”  Uncountable hams in the Valley got their 
start because of this fellow’s assistance in getting them 
licensed and on the air.  He was a prolific traffic passer, 
a loyal net participant, a fanatical sports fan, an active 
MARS member, and local ARES leader in Augusta Coun-
ty.   This ham handled dozens of third-party traffic mes-
sages and patches for military families during the first 
Gulf War.  He also was one of the organizers of what 
today is VARA (when it met at the bank in Fishersville),   
For his service, he was the very first VARA member to be 
honored with Life Membership.    Are you old enough to 
remember him?  How about his callsign?   
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APRIL 2019 
 
April 1: Rockingham County ARES Net (147.55 Simplex) 
April 2: VARA Club Meeting 
April 4: MARA Club Meeting 
April 7: Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
April 8: Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
April 11: Augusta County ARES Net (146.850 PL 131.8) 
April 11: PVARC Club Meeting 
April 14: ARRL Rookie Roundup SSB 
April 20: Raleigh (NC) Hamfest 
April 14: Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
April 15: Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
April 21: Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
April 22: Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
April 27: York (PA) Hamfest 
April 27-28: Ten-Ten International 10m QSO Party – RTTY/Digital 
April 28: Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
April 29: Rockingham County ARES Net (145.130 PL 131.8) 

MAY 2019 

May 2:  MARA Club Meeting 
May 4:  Hagerstown (MD) Hamfest 
May 3-5:  Ten-Ten International 10m QSO Party - CW 
May 5:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
May 6:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.55 Simplex) 
May 7:  VARA Club Meeting 
May 9:  Augusta County ARES Net (146.850 PL 131.8) 
May 9:  PVARC Club Meeting 
May 12:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
May 13:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
May 18-19:  Massanutten Mtn Trails (MMT) 100 Mile Run Public Service Event 
May 17-19:  Dayton Hamvention (location: Xenia Ohio) 
May 19:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
May 20:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
May 25-26:  CQ WW WPX Contest CW Weekend 
May 26:  Page County ARES Net (146.625 PL 131.8) 
May 27:  Rockingham County ARES Net (147.225 PL 131.8) 
  



MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President: Bryan Daniels, K4RMY  
Vice President:  Bob Steere, N1QEQ 

Secretary: Herb Slade, AA2BF 
Treasurer: Foster Farone, WF4O 

Board (exp 2019): Rick Adams, KJ4IND 
Board (exp 2020):  Andrew Pearson, N4RCE 

 
 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 
PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 
President:  David Fordham, KD9LA 

Vice President:  Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW  
Secretary:  David Tanks, AD4TJ 

Treasurer:  Greg John Chevalaz, KB2LOZ 
Board Member (exp 2019): Ray LaFalce, L2ULW 

Board Member (exp. 2020): Wayne Bowyer, N4EYZ 
 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Hometown Grill and Buffet  

off Richmond Road in Staunton, Virginia 

Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, 
the business meeting starts at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are welcome 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

VARA 
PO Box 2103 

Staunton, VA 24402 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

President:  Will Baukhages, N4WIL 
Vice President:  Gene Frazier, KJ4HFO 

Secretary:  Gary Fischer, K6OZ 
Treasurer:  Carrie Matter, KM4WDX 

Board Member (exp 2019):  B. H. Snellings, KM4CKD 
Board Member (exp 2020):  Tim Matter, KM4TGC 

 

http://www.k4pmh.org 

PVARC meets the second Thursday of each 
month at Tactical Walls 611 Williams Ave, 

Shenandoah, Virginia. 

The meeting begins at 7:00 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

PVARC 
PO Box 245 

Luray VA 22835-0245 

 

The Monitor is published monthly  
for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  
to all club members in good standing. 

Contact the president of your respective club  
for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  
starting a few months after publication. 

The clubs derive their revenue from memberships,. 
The Monitor is not made regularly available on a 

timely basis to individuals who are not club members, 
but occasional complimentary current copies are 
provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the 
Fair Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 

Editor:  David Fordham, KD9LA, 
email:  kd9la@arrl.net or fordhadr@jmu.edu  
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