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Allan Dale VanFossen, 59, KE4CKG, husband of Cynthia VanFossen of 1206 Stoneburner 
Street ,passed away Sunday, January 26, 2020 at his residence.   He was first licensed as a 
ham radio operator in 1993, and was often heard on the local repeaters. 
 
Allan was born in Staunton on July 1, 1960 a son of the late Francis Walter and Catherine 
Lucille (Anthony) VanFossen.   

Allan attended Massanutten Technical Center and Blue Ridge Community College, was a die-
sel mechanic, pump and water systems technician with Augusta County Service Authority, and most recently re-
tired from Thornrose Cemetery.  He enjoyed wood whittling and yard work.   He was the last surviving member of 
his immediate family.  The family received friends on Friday, January 31, 2020 in Coffman Funeral Home and 
Crematory.   In keeping with Allan's wishes he was cremated. 

Allan VanFossen, KE4CKG, SK 

Nelson Martin Seese, W4HBD, of Bridgewater, passed away Wednesday, January 8, 2020, 
at Bridgewater Home at the age of 94.  Nelson was born in Washington, DC., on February 
18, 1925, a son of the late Ruth Estelle (Armentrout) and Raymond Joseph Seese.    

Nelson served in the U.S. Army during WWII, where he was evacuated from Bastogne, Bel-
gium, at the Battle of the Bulge with frozen feet.  He was a graduate of University of Mary-
land and retired from National Environmental Satellite Service where he worked as an 
electrical engineer. He was a member of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, the Ameri-
can Radio Relay League, and Tau Bea Pi - Engineering Fraternity . Nelson was a lifelong 

Ham radio operator, with the call sign W4BHD, specializing in Morse Code, and communicating with other radio 
operators all over the world.   He went by the moniker “Big Hound Dog”.  

On June 24, 1950, he was united in marriage to Cathryn Elizabeth (Frazier) Seese, who survives. Nelson and 
Cathryn volunteered with Meals on Wheels in several communities.   Nelson is also survived by a sister, Janet 
Shafer of Union, Ohio, and several nieces and nephews.  

His memorial service was held at the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren on Saturday, January 18, 2020. 

Nelson Seese, W4BHD, SK 
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Wednesday February 12 —  PVARC Meeting:     Tactical Walls 

The Massanutten Amateur Radio Association, Inc., will hold its nor-
mal monthly meeting on Thursday, February 6 at the Wood Grill 
Buffet at 1711 Reservoir Street in Harrisonburg. The Dinner starts 
shortly before 6:30 p.m. the business meeting starts at 7:30 p.m..  
All hams and visitors are invited and encouraged to attend.  The 
program will be a video presentation on the MFJ-259 antenna ana-
lyzer, one of the most useful pieces of test gear a ham can acquire 
after a VOM.  The program will cover calculations and interpretation 
of the display when optimizing antennas, feedlines, and matching networks.   

Thursday February 6 —  MARA Meeting:    Wood Grill  

The Valley Amateur Radio Association, Inc., will hold its normal 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 4 at the  Hometown Grill 
and Buffet just north of Highway 250, 1 block east of I-81 Exit 
222 in Staunton.   The meal begins at 6:00 pm, the business 
meeting starts at 7:00 pm.  The program will be by Lenny Vin-
cent, “Getting Started with APRS”.  This will be Part 1 of a two-
part program.  In this introductory session, Lenny will explain 
what APRS is, how it works, and explain the benefits of applying APRS to local ham radio activities. 

Tuesday February 4 — VARA Meeting:     Hometown Grill and Buffet  

The Page Valley Amateur Radio Club normal monthly meeting is 
Wednesday February 12 at Tactical Walls, in Shenandoah.  The 
address is 611 Williams Avenue, Shenandoah VA 22849.  Tactical 
Walls is a manufacturing facility with a nice meeting room that is 
just east of highway 340 in Shenandoah.  Turn east off 340, go 
about one block and drive through the gate in the fence and 
around to the door on the right.    
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Eric Evans, K4NDN — Hurricane Watch Net Certificate of Appreciation 

Eric Pultz, K9JEP — Summits on the Air —  Mountain Goat Award 

Eric Evans, K4NDN, was recently awarded this certificate of appre-
ciationg for his service to the Hurricane Watch Net during the 2019 
Hurricane Season.  The Hurricane Watch Net is a group of licensed 
Amateur Radio Operators, trained and organized to provide essen-
tial communications support to the National Hurricane Center dur-
ing times of Hurricane emergencies.  The primary mission of the 
Hurricane Watch Net is to disseminate tropical cyclone advisory 
information to communities along the Eastern Seaboard of the 
U.S., the Caribbean Islands, and areas of Mexico, Canada, Central 
and South America.  Net members also collect weather data from 
amateur radio operators in the storm-affected area, as well as any 
post storm damage, and convey that information to the Hurricane 
Forecasters in the National Hurricane Center via the amateur radio 
station in the center (WX4NHC).  The Hurricane Watch Net general-
ly activates whenever a hurricane is within 300 statute miles of 
expected land-fall.  When activated, you will find the Net on 14.325 
MHz by day and 7.268 MHz by night.  When required, we will use 
both frequencies simultaneously. Amateur Radio operators who desire to participate are encouraged to visit the webpage at 
https://www.hwn.org/  and note the requirements particular to becoming a member of the organization. 

Eric Pults, K9JEP, avid Summits on the Air activator, recently was recog-
nized as qualifying for the prestigious Mountain Goat Award.  This 
award requires earning at least 1000 points by hiking (not driving) to 
the top of designated mountaintops, setting up portable, self-contained 
and self-powered amateur radio stations, and making at least four con-
tacts at each summit.  Given that most of Eric’s summits do not have 
roads or trails, this is quite a feat.  Hiking cross-country, through brush 
and undergrowth, uphill, and the setting up antennas, power, radios, 
etc., and then taking everything apart and packing up and hiking back 
down the hill, requires stamina, energy, and motivation.  On most of 
Eric’s treks, he was accompanied by his wife Kelly, KM4AAY, who is a 
cross-country runner and often ran ahead of Eric, beating him to the 
top.  Eric and Kelly are also frequently accompanied by their faithful dog 
Wally, who already has his license.  Of course, Wally’s is a dog license, 
not a ham license, but still… 

Several other hams are well on their way to earning the Mountain Goat 
award by having activated area summits on both sides of the valley.  
Lenny Vincent N9LXP, Al Graves AG4XP, Bradly Boyd W4BVB, Mike 
Turner K4MIC, and several others are all avid SOTA activators.  Chasers 
too, like Colin Hester N4ZFQ, John Chevalaz KB2LOZ, and others, are 
eligible for awards. 



Page 4 

147.315 — — Great North Mountain Yaesu Repeater On The AIr 
Two “9” calls have been working on getting MARA’s newly-acquired Yaesu DR-1X-FR 2m repeater on the air.  David Fordham 
KD9LA and Eric Pultz K9JEP have made several trips up to the MARA repeater site on Great North Mountain, west of Bayse for 
testing and installation purposes.   On the past few trips, the access road has been treacherously icy and gullied, making trav-
el slow and laborious.  But we are pleased to announce that — at least for the time being — the repeater is on the air. 

This Yaesu repeater replaces the 147.315 repeater loaned to MARA by Sam Lilly N4SJR and John Piotrowski KI4YNA.  Since 
the machine is still under a “testing and maintenance” coordination, the power output is only 5 watts, the 30-year-old feedline 
loss is considerable, and the antenna (a Diamond X-700 on loan from K9JEP) is only up about 20 feet above ground level, and 
below the treetops.   But the repeater is on the air, listening on 147.915, and transmitting on 147.315.   

Use PL (CTCSS) tone of 131.8 on BOTH transmit and receive.  You will need PL 131.8 on your transmit signal to bring up the 
repeater.  You will need PL 131.8 on your receive frequency to avoid hearing all the hash from the digital QSOs, since this new 
repeater is a System Fusion machine and carries digital as well as analog FM traffic. 

Plans are in the works to replace the feedline with better coax cable, replace K9JEP’s currently-loaned antenna with the GE 
Station Master from the old Massanutten site. 

Thanks are due to Mark Hensley, N4YSA, for tuning the duplexer cans and retrieving the Station Master antenna 
from Massanutten Peak.   Thanks are also due to Bob Van Fossen K4DJG  for transporting that antenna to the 
Great North Mountain repeater site..  Special appreciation goes to K9JEP for his many trips up the mountain to 
modify the settings, antenna and antenna location, programming, and providing transportation of materials  and 
personnel to and from the site.  And thanks to all those providing signal reports! 

147.045 — — Elliotts Knob Repeaters 
Tim Miller, KG4HOT, has gone above and beyond the call of duty in maintaining both the 147.045 and the 220-band rigs plus 
their link system, in spite of recent personal health issues and location uncertainties.  While the ultimate long-term fate of the 
147.045 is still uncertain, for now the repeater is playing quite well and covers the central Shenandoah Valley better than any 
other repeater in the area.   

146.625 — — Big Mountain 2m Repeater Power Change 
Mark Hensley, N4YSA, has been busy working on several of the local repeaters, including the Big Mountain 146.625 machine.  
The site on Big Mountain east of New Market and west of Luray not only hosts the repeater, but also several digital stations, 
nodes, and digipeaters.  The 2m 146.625 machine is currently on low power (5 watts) to avoid interference with the packet, 
WinLink, and other digital stations at the site.   Mark would appreciate signal reports too. 

146.970 — — 2m Repeater on Warm Springs Mountain now on Echolink 
The 146.970 repeater on Warm Springs Mountain near Covington in Bath County is now Echolink node 871755.  If you can-
not reach it from home in the Shenandoah Valley, try connecting via Echolink.  It is a low-power local coverage machine due to 
proximity to the Greenbank Radio Observatory, but covers Covington and the central Bath County area nicely. 

145.290 — — Bear Den Mountain Fusion Repeater Hosts Saturday Night Digital Net 
Kevin Numbers KC8MTV reminds everyone of the Fusion net, using C4FM digital transmissions on the 145.290 repeater on 
Saturday nights at 8:00 p.m.   Everyone with a Yaesu Fusion-capable 2m radio is invited to check in. 
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Tom DeMott, N3USU, has his father’s Hallicrafters radio from the 1950s, along with spare tubes.  He also has 180-feet for RG-
214/U available, brand new and still on the spool.  He also has an Astron RS-7A power supply, and a Kenwood TR-7950 2m 
FM transceiver.   

The RG-214 in 50-ohm coax with silver-coated conductors and double-shield.  This is high-quality Mil Spec low-loss radio feed-
line cable for VHF and UHF work, and also works great as HF feedline.  Tom is asking $2 per foot for the RG-214.   He is willing 
to cut the length of your choice from the spool.   He also has a number of Time magazines, National Geographic magazines, 
and others — get this! — dating from the 1930, 1940s and 1950s.  While these are collector’s items, the local auction houses 
do not deal in these, so Tom is making them available on a “make-an-offer” basis!   

Contact Tom DeMott via cell phone at 301-437-3366.   

N3USU:   New-on-Spool High Quality Coax Cable, Kenwood TR-7950, Astron RS-7A 

WINLINK Access Points Accessible from the Shenandoah Valley 

ID FREQUENCY LOCATION 

N4YSA-5 145.57 New Market 

ROCKND 145.57 Massanutten Peak 

SCND 145.57 Edinburg 

N4PGS-1 145.55 Bucks Elbow 

WR4CV-10 145.55 Wintergreen Gateway 

KM4TDC 145.53 Monterey GW 

BIGND 145.57 Big Mountain (Luray) 

WD4VA-5 145.73 Massanutten Peak 

PEAKND 145.57 Massanutten Peak 

BUCKMT 145.55 Bucks Elbow 

SHENVA 145.57 Mt. Jackson 

Thanks to Bob Van Fossen K4DJG, 
Mike Turner K4MIC, and Nick 
Smaltinao KC2YJQ for this infor-
mation. 
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Editor’s note:  The Monitor will feature a monthly local ham, allowing the newer radio amateurs to get to know some of the interesting indi-
viduals who have accumulated knowledge, expertise or experiences through the years in the Shenandoah Valley amateur radio community.   

Jay Suter, W4QDC 
Jay Suter was born in Park 
View, not far from where he 
lives today with his wife Gene-
va.  His story starts way back in 
1934.  His parents were Jacob 
Suter and Mary Frances Shenk 
Suter.  His life has led him out 
on many circles, but they al-
ways seem to return to Park 
View. 

Jay liked to ride his bicycle 
around Park View.  On day, 
while passing by a rooming 
house at Eastern Mennonite 
College, he heard a strange 

noise coming from one of the open windows.  He had happened 
upon Morse Code coming from the amateur radio of Tim Benner, 
uncle of Norman Benner (KA4EEN).   

Jay built a crystal set, and using a 60-foot wire, was able to receive 
local stations in the daytime, and many DX stations at night. 

Upon learning more about ham radio, Jay and his friends, Jim Leh-
man and Bob Eshleman, decided to sit for their ham ticket.  They 
planned to ride the bus from Harrisonburg to the FCC offices on M 
Street in Washington D.C., and take the exams together.  Back in 
those days, the exam involved a rigorous theory section, plus send-
ing and receiving tests in Morse Code, so they helped each other 
learn and practice. 

Jim Lehman went up a day or two earlier, passed the exams and 
was licensed as W4POL.  Bob and Jay went together at Christmas 
Break (it was 1949 and they were still in high school).  They both 
passed all elements, earning callsigns W4QCW and W4QDC re-
spectively.   

Jay relates how he passed the receiving part of the Morse Code 
test, and was taking the sending part, and also passed with flying 
colors.  But he was so caught up in sending, he didn’t notice the 
examiner had told him, several times, “Okay, that’s enough, you’ve 
shown me you can do it, you pass”.  Jay had headphones on, and 
kept sending. Finally Bob had to tap Jay on the shoulder to get him 
to stop.   

Bob and Jay built a 6L6 oscillator transmitter that put out 10 watts, 
and used a 40m dipole fed with lamp cord.  Naturally it didn’t work 
all that well, but at least they were on the air.  They worked lots of 
stations on CW for about 5 years.  A year later, they returned to 
D.C. and passed the advanced class license examination.   

Jay has always loved building, rather than buying, his ham gear.   
He reports that he has probably spent as much or more time build-
ing radios than he has operating them. 

Jay was so interested in the technical side of the hobby, he studied 
on his own, using the National Radio Institute correspondence 
courses, and passed the FCC 1st-Class radiotelephone exam on the 
first try. 

But it was having a ham ticket that got him his first job.  A radio 
station in Wilson NC had advertised for an engineer.  The interview 
was conducted over the telephone, and as soon as the station 
manager heard Jay was a ham, he was hired on the spot.   

The station was WGTM, He was 19 when he left home for his first 
job.  The studio and transmitter were about 10 miles apart.  The 
station had a 5 KW Raytheon transmitter and four 400-foot towers, 
so as to transmit a directional pattern both day and night.  You took 
readings at one-half-hour intervals, which left one with a lot of 
spare time.  Jay used his time by reading the transmitter manual 
and tracing many circuits.  The main job was to keep the station on 
the air.   

One day, Jay heard the loud “clunk” of an overload circuit interrupt-
er and the station was off the air!  Jay traced the problem to modu-
lator stage finals.  Now, its time to get your trusty VOM off the work-
bench and see what’s going on.  The chief engineer soon arrived to 
help, and he seemed content to let this young employee do his 
thing.  A call to Raytheon discovered they did not have one in stock.  
Jay had just recently built a modulator for a ham friend, and though 
about going to the electronics store in Raleigh.  Well, they had a 
transformer to handle a 1 KW carrier, so he decided it might work 
out.  It worked!  The higher-ups were happy to be back on the air in 
less than 24 hours, though a a lower power level, while waiting for a 
permanent fix. 

Jay worked in North Carolina for two years, but Park View kept call-
ing his name.  After two years in Wilson NC, Jay heard that WHBG’s 
5 KW station in Harrisonburg was going to start up soon.  He was 
hired, but not under very good conditions.  He was not happy with 
some of the requirements,.  Then, in 1954, Hurricane Hazel 
wreaked havoc on North Carolina, taking down three of the four 
towers at WGTM, so Jay went back to Wilson, hoping to pick up 
where he’d left off.  The station had changed hands, and in Jay’s 
words, ‘It just wasn’t the same”.  He returned again to Park View. 

Jay needed to have income, so he started working for his dad who 
had a construction company building houses.  One day Dick Weaver 
asked him to come work at his audio recording studio producing 
the Mennonite Hour radio program.  This would suit him better than 
construction work. Jay enjoyed working for Dick for about two years.   

Over the years, Jay built automatic keyers, antenna matching units, 
amplifiers, and uncountable transmitters and receivers.  There was 
a large amount of war surplus equipment available in the 1950s, 
and Jay delighted in modifying the gear for ham use.  In particular, 
his first VFO radio was a BC453 receiver, even though it used 24 
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volts DC.  He modified a military transmitter which used 1625 
tubes (equivalent to today’s 807s), modified the chassis, the cir-
cuits, etc.   

He purchased a National NC-125 receiver as his first real true ham 
radio receiver.  He put together many Heathkits, both for himself 
and many other local hams) — over 80 kits before he stopped 
counting.  

Jay takes pride in being a perfectionist.  He is proud that his careful 
assembly, meticulous soldering, and close attention to quality in 
workmanship means that he has never had a bit of trouble with any 
of the kits or modifications he has completed.   

In 1959, Jay married his wife, Geneva.  Her father had died in a 
truck accident, and she had moved from her home in the Tidewater 
area of Virginia to attend Eastern Mennonite High School.  Jay used 
to walk by her house on his way to work.  They celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary September 12, 2019. 

After their marriage, Jay took a job in the Tampa St. Petersburg 
area of Florida.  The radio station WLCY needed another engineer.  
Their chief engineer was a ham, and Jay was hired over the phone.   

After a time in the Sunshine State, Jay once again heard Park View 
calling.  Moving back to the Valley in 1960, Jay accepted a job with 
the Harrisonburg Phone Company.  They were installing microwave 
long-lines links, and needed an experienced radio engineer with a 
First Class Radiotelephone license. 

Jay and Geneva bought a lot on Grandview, high on a hill overlook-
ing Harrisonburg, and built a nice home, specifically with ham radio 
in mind. 

At the phone company, Jay mainly worked on special projects, lease 
lines, 4-wire data circuits, and often had to diagnose, rework, and 
even re-engineer the circuitry due to the mixture of old and new 
technology using different matching loads, impedances, oscillators, 
etc.  Jay never had to climb poles, although he did help install the 
Motorola Improved Mobile Telephone Service on the tower at the 
EMU observatory.  The highest he ever got was supervising assis-
tants who worked on the phone company equipment on Laird’s 
Knob.  He admits he was somewhat jealous of the expensive test 
equipment the telephone company had provided. 

Harrisonburg Telephone Company was sold to Contel, then to GTE, 
then to Verizon.  Jay kept up with the introduction of new telephone 
technology, including multiplexing theory, as the phone system 
converted from open wire, to UTP (twisted pair), to cables, to….   

He relates a situation where the Amherst telephone exchange was 
plagued by a problem with noise on their long-distance operator 
circuits.  Months of troubleshooting by the Amherst  engineers had 
not been able to find the problem.  Finally, Jay was assigned to see 
if he could help.  He took the schematics back to his hotel room, 
and spent several hours poring over the complex circuitry.  The next 
morning, he moved one wire, changing an unbalanced circuit to a 
balanced circuit.  Bingo, the problem was fixed. 

Jay retired in 1992.  He was working 15-meters one day and heard 
a Syracuse NY ham calling, asking for a phone patch.  He was call-

ing from Grenada, which was his winter home.   

To make a long story short, the Suters made three “DX-peditions” to 
Grenada.  Upon their first arrival, the New York ham was waiting for 
them at the airport, guided them through the trouble of getting their 
ham equipment cleared by Customs, helped them through currency 
exchange, and escorted them to their hotel, even putting in a good 
word for them with the hotel staff, resulting in permission to erect 
antennas.   

The hotel was a nice place for hamming.  Using a slingshot to get 
wires up between two palm trees, Jay used his knowledge and ex-
perience to match the wire on all but one ham band.  He spent two 
weeks on the island in 1998, 3 weeks in 1999, and another 3 
weeks in 2002.   

Jay and Geneva have one daughter (Carmen), who lives in Pennsyl-
vania.  They have three step-grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.   A few years ago, they sold their home on Grandview 
and moved back into the Park View neighborhood, where Jay is still 
active on the air, albeit at a fraction of the level of days gone by.  

Featured Ham:  Jay Suter, W4QDC (continued) 
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Ken Anderson W4JQT, Dave Beebe KN4UEK,  Brad Benson W1TH,   Tom Benson W4OO,        Wayne Bowyer N4EYZ,     Bradley Boyd W4BVB.    

Fred Castello KF4FC, John Chevalaz KB4LOZ, Greg Czerkiak W4GRC, Bryan Daniels K4RMY, David Fordham KD9LA   John Gnatowski KG4FJC 

Glen Heatwole N4ALS,   Mark Hensley N4YSA,    Colin Hester N4ZFQ, Matthew Huffman KD4UPL  John Lasher N3GLZ     Scott Long  KJ4SIT 

Pat Morgan AK4VQ       Sandy Mullins N4PZC,   Kevin Number KC8MTV  Mark Payne WA4E     Dannie Perry KN4WDD    James Perry KN4WDE  
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Frank Pyanoe KO4AMI    Jeff Rinehart W4PJW, Ray Ritchie K4NRA,  Melvin Simmons KO4AMJ, Herb Slade AA2BF,       Dave Thomas WD3O,  

Lowell Tieszen KK4PH   Bob Van Fossen K4DJG   Mark Whitis AK4OLButch Washer N5SMJ        William Nash K4RFP, Angie Nash KM4FAI 

Richard Wilkins KR4V     Pam Wilkins KC4HYT     John Piotrowski KI4YNA   Brenda Hill  KK4UNK                   Lisa, XYL of   Tim Miller, KG4HOT  

This year’s FrostFest in Richmond was “great again”  (no political pundit intended)  After 
several years of declining participation, this year’s event was well attended, with sold-out 
flea market tables, and plenty of stuff to buy.  The Valley hams were well represented, as 
these photographs show, and these are only the 42 locals who were caught by the photog-
rapher.  There were reportedly several others who made the trek but who successfully 
evaded the Monitor paparazzi.  The tables manned by those few major vendors who have 
not abandoned hamfests in favor of their on-line-only sales policy were always swamped, 
with waits ranging from 1-2 minutes to more than 10 minutes for “checkout”.  And the 
fellowship was well worth the trip.   A good time was had by all.  
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December 20, 2019 to January  20, 2020 
          

Opening Balance December 21, 2019      $ 2251.40 

          
Income: Dues   $   590.00   

  50/50 Drawing   $     43.00   
          
  Total Income:             633.00 

          
          

Expenses: Electric December    $   22.66   
  Reimburse David Fordham      
  for new repeater equipment        400.00   
           
          
                 Total Expenses:       $     422.66 

          

Balance   January 20, 2019     $   2,461.74 

          
          

  
Submitted by Gerald Nauman KN4FM 
MARA Treasurer     

2020 Volunteer Exam sessions are scheduled for March 7, 

June 6, September 5, and December 5, 2020.   

VE Exam Session Schedule for 2020 
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MARA Secretary’s Report  — January 2, 2020 Meeting 
General Mee ng called to order at Wood Grill, Harrisonburg, by President Bradley Boyd (W4BVB) at 7:33 P.M.  
There were 29 members and NO guests present. Introduc ons were made all around.  

New Member Vote:  Bill Shaver, KN4PTG 

New Member First Reading: Peter Williams, W4PFW 

The Secretary’s Minutes:  Approved as printed in the Monitor. 

The Treasurer’s Report: Approved as printed in the Monitor.  

Commi ee Reports:  

ARES: Bryan Daniels (K4RMY): Bryan reported that the hospital sta on is opera onal  

Bryan also reported on the statewide emergency drill, he stated that there were not any sta ons signed up to 
operate between Roanoke and Winchester. 

Repeater Commi ee: Status of the Bergton/Criders area crossband repeater, per  the Sept. Monitor: An addi-
onal solar panel has been installed along with a new charge controller. Addi onally, a second ba ery has been 

added, giving addi onal up- me on cloudy days and at night. The 145.130 repeater is working very well. 

VE Commi ee: Gerald Nauman (KN4FM):  The next regular test session will be at 9:00 A.M., March 7, 2020 at 
Woodmen Life, 3045 John Wayland Hwy (Rt 42) in Dayton.  

Public Service Commi ee:  No report 

Field Day Commi ee: Commi ee Chair for Field day 2020 will be Andrew Pearson N4RCE 

Old Business: There will be a special event sta on opera ng on April 9, commemora ng the end of the Civil war 

New Business: None 

Announcements:  Next mee ng 7:30 P.M. Feb. 6, 2020 at Wood Grill, 1711 Reservoir St., Harrisonburg, VA.  Dinner 
at 6:00.  The Wood Grill manager told Herb that both mee ng rooms have been reserved by another party for the first 
Thursday in April, 2020.  We agreed to hold our April 2020 mee ng on the 2nd Thursday, April  9.  (Make a Note of it!) 

50/50 Drawing: $21.50 was won by Virgil Trent (KN4SXI), with $21.50 going to the MARA Treasury. Congrats,Virgil!  
Virgil donated his winnings back to the club 

Mee ng adjourned at 8:17 P.M.  

Program:  

Respec ully submi ed, 

Chris Shirkey (KI4BAQ), Secretary 
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The mee ng was called to order by Vice President, Gene Frazier (KJ4HFO) at 7:05 PM at Tac cal Walls in Shenando-
ah. (Thanks to Tim (KM4TGC) and Carrie (KM4WDX) for the dona on of the use of the facility) 

There were 9 members in a endance. 

The Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports were approved. 

Old Business: 

• A brief discussion was held about Bob Forrest (W4RMF) going through prior list of club members 
(ac ve/non-ac ve) at December’s mee ng. Bob (KI4VFP), Bob (W4RMF), and Carrie (KM4WDX) will con-
solidate lists and reach out to these other amateur radio operators within the area to give informa on 
and updates about the club. 

 
New Business 

• Club Officers Nomina ons were held on the 8th, with Bob McKay (KI4VFP) voted President, Gene Frazier 
(KJ4HFO) voted Vice President, Gwen Ma er (KN4COU) voted Secretary, Carrie Ma er (KM4WDX), and 
Bob Forrest (W4RMF) voted for board member. 

• Tim Ma er (KM4TGC) is in the process of having a radio and antennas set up at his place of residence, 
which Mark (N4YSA) offered to assist with.  

• Tim Ma er (KM4TGC) also suggested reaching out to youth to get them interested in the radio hobby. 
His idea involved holding an outdoor event, possibly at the Greenway in Luray. 

• Mark Hensley (N4YSA) and Morgan Phenix (K4RHD) volunteered as co-chairmen for Field Day, 2020, 
Morgan set in charge of reserving the shelter (FFA) at Lake Arrowhead, Luray. 

• Field Day’s date this year is June 27th and 28th, 2020.  

• Carrie Ma er (KM4WDX) offered to assist Bob (KI4VFP) with upda ng the club website and its’ infor-
ma on. Also, a club youtube channel would be finalized. 

• Bob (KI4VFP) suggested the use of a newspaper ad to help spread the word about the club and our 
mee ng mes. 

 

The mee ng was adjourned at 7:49 PM, and was followed by a demonstra on of repeater filter cans by Mark Hens-
ley (N4YSA). 

Respec ully submi ed by  
Gwen Ma er (KN4COU), PVARC Secretary 

(gwensma er21@gmail.com) 

PVARC Secretary’s Report — January 8, 2020 Meeting 
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VARA Secretary’s Report  — January 14, 2020 Meeting 
The January 7 meeting for VARA was delayed one week due to the weather.  Instead of being held on the first Tuesday, it was 
held on the 2nd Tuesday, January  14th.  

The meeting was brought to order by President David Fordham KD9LA at 7:03 pm at the Hometown Grill and Buffet in Staun-
ton. 49 hams and visitors were in attendance, a new record!  (The most I have on record was 45 at the April 2018 meeting). 
The usual introductions were made. 

The 50/50 drawing for $25 was won by Bob Moore KN3Y. A 2nd chance drawing for a surprise bag was won by Pat Morgan 
AK4VQ; he won a flyswatter on a telescoping pole; a 3rd chance drawing for a surprise bag was won by Ralph Irons N4RLI; he 
won a box of Cracker Jacks. A 4th chance drawing was won by Norm Dallura KN4YFI; he won snow/ice gripper slip-ons, suita-
ble for women up to size 9 feet.  

Secretary minutes: accepted as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer report: presented by John Chevalaz KB2LOZ; approved. 

ARES: David Tanks AD4TJ, Emergency Coordinator for Augusta County, asked how many could do Winlink on HF, then VHF. 4 
on HF, 3 on VHF. He noted that if you can do digital soundcard modes such as FT8/FT4, PSK31, Olivia, then you have what 
you need to do Winlink. With any specific questions, email him( me ) for answers. The program you need is called Winlink Ex-
press( formerly known as RMS Express ). 

Old Business: none. 

New Business: Audit Committee: volunteers were John Lasher N3GLZ, Fred Castello KF4FC, and Norm Dallura KN4YFI. 

Field Day Committee: It is MARA’s turn to chair it, and they have already come up with their members. They are looking for 
other options than the Stokesville Campground (at this point just to see what may be out there that could be considered). We 
had Fred KF4FC, Norm Dallura KN4YFI, and Erika Kancler K4NOV step up.  Thanks! 

Dues Waiver: the Board has approved a dues waiver for the Shenandoah Fall Bike Festival this year for existing members if 
you volunteer (and serve) for at least 4 hours as has been done in past years. The Board has also voted to support the Grind-
stone 100 (not directly, as the Lynchburg radio club is the main sponsor).  Also the Valley Veterans Ride for Heroes was ap-
proved as a club-sponsored event. 

Annual Club Picnic: the club voted to again have it in August at the pavilion near the Gypsy Hill Golf Course. This past year we 
had roughly 30 attend. Ray Colvin KE4HVR will take care of reserving it. 

New Member Applications: the following were read for the first time:  Neal Buckingham W4KKL, Martin Krupinski KE4KEW, 
Bob Moore KN3Y, and Frank Pyanoe KO4AMI.  

A program was presented by Wayne Bowyer N4EYZ, on a 500-foot tall tower that came down. 

The Richmond Frostfest is the first Saturday in February, which is February 1 this year. 

It was noted that the new Sunspot cycle has officially been declared as beginning as some reverse-polarity sunspots have 
been spotted. 

With no other business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  

David Tanks AD4TJ,  
VARA, Inc Secretary 
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January  
Mystery SK: 
 

Dr. Grover 
(Doc) Cloyd, 
N4SMT 

Dr. Grover Cloyd, known locally as “Doc” Cloyd, passed 
away on December 23, 2017, at the age of 99.  A VARA 
member and Staunton resident after retirement, he start-
ed his career as a veterinarian.  An expert on fleas, he in-
vented and held the patent on the flea collar. He later be-
came an eminent medical researcher who held no less 
than 27 other patents.  He was director of research and 
development with several national pharmaceutical compa-
nies.  He was co-inventor of Dopram, a drug used to help 
restore breathing during and after anesthesia, drug over-
doses, and in various lung diseases.  He then earned a law 
degree, specializing in patent law.  He appeared on the 
Today Show, What’s My Line, To Tell the Truth, and other 
national TV programs. He was a U.S. Army Major.  At age 
70, he learned Morse Code and obtained his ham ticket, 
serving as Morse instructor and ham radio licensing in-
structor.  He served many years as the Baldwin County 
(Alabama) ARES EC .  His daughter and son-in-law were 
also hams and VARA members (N1XP and N3TCT).  

February 
Mystery SK: 
 

Amateur Photographer, 
Amateur Radio 
Operator, Amateur 
Astronomer,  
Stokesville 
Observatory Operator,  
Radio Control Aircraft 
Enthusiast, etc. 

Our February silent key passed away October 25, 
2016, at age 82.  He was affectionately known 
as “Starman” for the many countless hours he 
spent gazing through his telescopes and taking 
breathtaking photos of the heavens.  He was 
born July 5, 1934 and left behind a wife of 61 
years, two sons, a brother, and two granddaugh-
ters.  

He was instrumental in starting several clubs in 
the area.  One was the Staunton Augusta Radio 
Control club where he flew for many years and 
brought many new flyers to the hobby. 

Also, he helped found the Shenandoah Valley 
Stargazers in which he was the observatory di-
rector in Stokesville and showed many children 
and adults the stars in the heavens and his love 
for God’s creations in the skies. 

Did you work him on the air?  Do you remember 
his callsign? 



Page 15 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 February 1:   Richmond Frostfest 
 February 1: Vermont QSO Party, Minnesota QSO Party, British Columbia QSO Party 
 February 1: Fusion Digital 2m Net, 8 pm, (145.290 repeater, C4FM digital) 
 February 2: 10-10 International Winter Contest SSB 

February 2: Page County ARES Net 8:00 pm (146.625) 
February 3:  Rockingham County ARES Net 8:00 pm(146.55 simplex — first Monday) 
February 4: VARA Club Meeting:  Hometown Grill in Staunton (6:00 pm) 
February 6: MARA Club Meeting:  Wood Grill Buffet in Harrisonburg (6:30pm) 
February 8: Fusion Digital 2m Net, 8:00 pm, (145.290 repeater, C4FM digital) 
February 8:   Special Event operation:  USS Midway Museum Ship activation 
February 8-9: CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 
February 9: Page County ARES Net 8:00 pm (146.625) 
February 10: Rockingham County ARES Net 8:00 pm (145.130 repeater) 
February 10-14:   ARRL School Club Roundup 
February 12: Special Event operation:  Daytona 500 special event station 
February 12:   PVARC Club Meeting:  Tactical Walls, Shenandoah, (7:00 pm) 
February 13: Augusta County ARES Net 8:00 pm, frequency TBA 
February 14:   Valentine’s Day:   DON’T FORGET YOUR SWEETHEART! 
February 15-16:   ARRL International DX Contest CW weekend 
February 15-17:   Special event operation:  Ice Station W0JH Frozen-in-Lake portable operation 
February 15: Fusion Digital 2m Net 8:00 pm (145.290 repeater), C4FM digital 
February 15:   Special Event:  16th annual “Freeze Your Keys Off” CW Winter operating event 
February 15:  Special Event operation:  George Washingtons Birthday commemoration station  
February 16:   Page County ARES Net  8:00 pm. (146.625) 
February 17: Rockingham County ARES Net 8:00 pm. (145.130 repeater, C4FM digital) 
February 17:   Special Event operation:  SES HL Hunley Commemorative Station N4HLH 
February 20-23:   CQ 160m Contest, SSB Weekend 
February 22: Special Event operation:  Titan Missile Museum operating event 
February 22: Fusion Digital 2m Net 8:00 pm (145.290 repeater, C4FM digital)  
February 23:   Page County ARES Net  8:00 pm. (146.625) 
February 24: Rockingham County ARES Net 8:00 pm. (145.130 repeater) 
February 29: Fusion Digital 2m Net 8:00 pm (145.290 repeater, C4FM digital) 
February 29:  South Carolina QSO Party 
February 29:  Special Event operation:  “Rare Disease Day” operating event 
February 29:   North American QSO Party RTTY  

Advance Notice:   Future Items for your Calendar — 2020 
Dayton HAMVENTION — May 15-17, 2020 
BERRYVILLE Hamfest — Sunday  August 2, 2020 



MASSANUTTEN AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President: Bradley Boyd, W4BVB  
Vice President:  Bob Steere, N1QEQ 

Secretary: Chris Shirkey, KI4BAQ 
Treasurer: Gerald Nauman, KN4FM 

Board (exp 2020):  Andrew Pearson, N4RCE 
Board (exp 2021):   Don Landes, WX4C 

 
 

http://mara.ws 

MARA meets the first Thursday of each month 
at Wood Grill Buffet on Reservoir Street 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 pm,  
the business meeting begins at 7:30 pm 

Visitors are always welcome. 
Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

MARA 
PO Box 1882 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

 

President:  David Fordham, KD9LA 
Vice President:  Ellsworth Neff, K4LXG  

Secretary:  David Tanks, AD4TJ 
Treasurer:  John Chevalaz, KB2LOZ 

Board Member (exp. 2020): Wayne Bowyer, N4EYZ 
Board Member (exp 2021): Dave Thomas, W4OD 

 

http://w4xd.com 

VARA meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Hometown Grill and Buffet  

off Richmond Road in Staunton, Virginia. 

Dinner begins at 6:00 pm, 
the business meeting begins at 7:00 pm 

Dress is Casual.  Visitors are welcome 

Dues ($15 per year) should be mailed to: 

VARA 
PO Box 2103 

Staunton, VA 24402 

PAGE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

President:  Bob McKay KI4VFP 
Vice President:  Gene Frazier, KJ4HFO 

Secretary:  Gary Fischer, K6OZ 
Treasurer:  Carrie Matter, KM4WDX 

Board Member (exp 2020):  Tim Matter, KM4TGC 
Board Member (exp 2021):  Bob Forrest W4RMF  

 
 

http://www.k4pmh.org 

PVARC meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at Tactical Walls, 611 Williams Ave, 

Shenandoah, Virginia. 
The meeting begins at 7:00 pm. 

Visitors are always welcome. 
Dues ($12 per year) should be mailed to: 

PVARC 
PO Box 245 

Luray VA 22835-0245 

 

The Monitor is published monthly  
for members of the three amateur radio clubs 

in the Central Shenandoah Valley. 

 

Distribution is in Adobe PDF format via email attachment  
to all club members in good standing. 

Contact the president of your respective club  
for information on paper copies. 

 Back issues are freely available on the MARA website  
starting a few months after publication. 

The clubs derive their revenue from memberships, 
The Monitor is not made regularly available on a 

timely basis to individuals who are not club members, 
but occasional complimentary current copies are 
provided to prospective members free of charge. 

Articles in the Monitor may be quoted with attribution.  
Being a publication of an IRS 501(c)3 educational organization, 

the Monitor may occasionally use copyrighted material under the 
Fair Use Provisions of copyright law.  

Copyright notices must be respected. 

Editor:  David Fordham, KD9LA, 
email:  kd9la@arrl.net or fordhadr@jmu.edu  
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